Request for Comments on the National Register of Historic Places Traditional Cultural Property Evaluation and Documentation Process




Beginning April 30, 2012, the National Park Service (NPS) will be soliciting comments and recommendations from its tribal, state, local, state, national historic preservation partners and constituents, Federal agencies, and the public at large regarding the issues noted below as well as any other “user-identified” issues that relate to clarifying or expanding NR program guidance for identifying, evaluating and documenting Traditional Cultural Properties (TCPs) and Native American Landscapes (NALs).

With the release of National Register Bulletin 38, Guidelines for Evaluating and Documenting Traditional Cultural Properties in 1990, NPS clarified a broader scope of properties that could be considered eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NR) for their significance as Traditional Cultural Properties, and provided written guidance on working with these properties.  

While Bulletin 38 remains an essential resource for evaluating and documenting TCPs, in recent years, a number of core issues identified by State and Tribal Historic Preservation Offices, Federal agencies, and other preservation professionals have surfaced with respect to the TCP recognition process that might be best addressed through additional NPS guidance or clarification have been.  With respect to determining NR eligibility for properties, these include requests for improved guidance on identifying, evaluating, and documenting:

     What constitutes a “traditional” community;
· “Continuity of use” by a traditional community; 
· Evolving uses of resources; 
· Using multiple lines of evidence;
· Broad ethnographic landscapes; 
· Defining boundaries; 
· Determining resource integrity.

In addition to the issues noted above, NPS is also seeking broad input designed to assist the NPS in the development of guidelines specifically targeted at identifying, evaluating, and documenting NR–eligible Native American Landscapes.


Please note that all comments and recommendations should be forwarded via email to: nr_info@nps.gov   Respondents should identify their submission(s) as a “TCP Comment” in their e-mail “Subject” box.  

Responses submitted via email will be posted on the NR website at: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/publications/guidance/TCP_comments.htm on an ongoing basis by the first week of June 2012.**  

Respondents who prefer not to have their names and/or e-mail addresses posted on the NR website along with their comments should clearly indicate that preference in their e-mail.  
 (
**
 Comments that contain any inappropriate language or misleading or discriminatory remarks will not be posted.
)
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