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Part 1Part 1-- 
New Photographic Imaging PolicyNew Photographic Imaging Policy
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New Photographic Imaging PolicyNew Photographic Imaging Policy

The photographic imaging policy is being designed to The photographic imaging policy is being designed to 
help transition into an electronic and web accessible help transition into an electronic and web accessible 
National Register of Historic Places. National Register of Historic Places. 

An entirely electronic National Register of Historic An entirely electronic National Register of Historic 
Places nomination form (Form) process within the next Places nomination form (Form) process within the next 
60 months60 months

This would include an electronic template, maps, This would include an electronic template, maps, 
images and signature all delivered electronically.images and signature all delivered electronically.
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TimelineTimeline

An electronic Form An electronic Form 
available within the next available within the next 

24 to 36 months24 to 36 months

Form will be standardized and Form will be standardized and 
produce a consistent looking Form produce a consistent looking Form 
when viewed on screen or printed outwhen viewed on screen or printed out

Form for the entire National Register Form for the entire National Register 
nomination (text, images, maps) will be nomination (text, images, maps) will be 
submitted entirely through a portal or submitted entirely through a portal or 
disk,disk,

i.e.: Printed copies of National i.e.: Printed copies of National 
Register nomination no longer Register nomination no longer 
requiredrequired
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Digital or 35MM?Digital or 35MM?

Recommend DigitalRecommend Digital

Get a Good ImageGet a Good Image

Electronic only soonElectronic only soon

but not yetbut not yet
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Digital OptionDigital Option
I. Camera:I. Camera:
A.A.BEST: digital SLRBEST: digital SLR
B.B.Acceptable: PointAcceptable: Point--&&--ShootShoot
C.C.Not Acceptable: Camera Not Acceptable: Camera 
phones and Disposablesphones and Disposables

II. Image format:II. Image format:
A.A.BEST: TIFFBEST: TIFF
B.B.Acceptable: JPEG converted to Acceptable: JPEG converted to 
TIFFTIFF

III Capturing the Image:. III Capturing the Image:. 
A.A. BEST:BEST:(2000 x 3000 pixel image) (2000 x 3000 pixel image) 
at 300 dpiat 300 dpi
B.B.Acceptable: Acceptable: (1200 x 1600 pixel (1200 x 1600 pixel 
image) at 300 dpiimage) at 300 dpi
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The ImageThe Image
Labeling the image:Labeling the image:

A.A.•• State_county_Multiple (if State_county_Multiple (if 
applicable)_property name_0001applicable)_property name_0001
B.B. Leading zeros prior to image Leading zeros prior to image 
number required. number required. 
C.C. Not Acceptable:Not Acceptable:

All other labeling methodsAll other labeling methods

Printer paper and inks:Printer paper and inks:

Manufacturer recommended ink  Manufacturer recommended ink  
and paper for photograph and paper for photograph 
printingprinting
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WA_KingCounty_Westward_0001.tif



The DiskThe Disk
BEST: BEST: 

CDCD--R R -- with patented with patented 
Phthalocyanine dye and 24 Phthalocyanine dye and 24 
Karat gold reflective layer.Karat gold reflective layer.

Acceptable:Acceptable:
CDCD--R or DVDR or DVD--RR

Not acceptable:Not acceptable:
CDCD--RW or DVDRW or DVD-- RWRW

Labeling the DiskLabeling the Disk
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Tips for using these templatesTips for using these templates
35mm Option35mm Option

CameraCamera
•• 35MM SLR Camera35MM SLR Camera
•• 35MM point35MM point--andand--shoot camerashoot camera

UU •• Disposable CamerasDisposable Cameras

FilmFilm

•• Traditional 35MM blackTraditional 35MM black--andand--white white 
filmfilm

\\

 

•• 35MM color film with 35MM color film with 
accompanying diskaccompanying disk

PaperPaper

35mm photographic paper specifically 35mm photographic paper specifically 
designed for blackdesigned for black--andand--whitewhite
Photography (For blackPhotography (For black--andand--white prints white prints 
specificallyspecifically

35mm black35mm black--andand--white images printed on white images printed on 
paper designed for color prints with anpaper designed for color prints with an
accompanying disk containing digital accompanying disk containing digital 

copies of the images (Disk generated at copies of the images (Disk generated at 
the time of developing the film)the time of developing the film)

35mm color images printed on paper 35mm color images printed on paper 
designed for color images with an designed for color images with an 
accompanying disk containing digital accompanying disk containing digital 
copies of the imagescopies of the images
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Part 2Part 2-- Embedded ImagesEmbedded Images
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EMBEDDED IMAGESEMBEDDED IMAGES

As of March 1, 2010 embedded images As of March 1, 2010 embedded images 
will no longer be accepted within the text will no longer be accepted within the text 
of a National Register nomination form.of a National Register nomination form.
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Sample of images Sample of images 
embedded into embedded into 
texttext



Current PolicyCurrent Policy

The purpose of this notification is to clarify National The purpose of this notification is to clarify National 
Park Service policy concerning the embedding of Park Service policy concerning the embedding of 
images (e.g. photographs, historic views, maps) within images (e.g. photographs, historic views, maps) within 
the text of a National Register of Historic Places the text of a National Register of Historic Places 
nomination form. Current policy strongly discourages nomination form. Current policy strongly discourages 
embedding blackembedding black--andand--white images within the text of white images within the text of 
a nomination (sections 7 and 8 of the form).  Current a nomination (sections 7 and 8 of the form).  Current 
policy also does not permit embedding of any color policy also does not permit embedding of any color 
images within the text of a nomination.images within the text of a nomination.

E X P E R I E N C E    Y O U R    A M E R I C AE X P E R I E N C E    Y O U R    A M E R I C A



Why a Continuation Sheet?Why a Continuation Sheet? Bitonal vs. grayscaleBitonal vs. grayscale
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As of March 1, 2010As of March 1, 2010



Use a continuation Sheet PleaseUse a continuation Sheet Please

Why?Why?
Avoiding copyright Avoiding copyright 
violationsviolations
Ensuring the National Ensuring the National 
Park Service can readily Park Service can readily 
redact protected and redact protected and 
sensitive information.sensitive information.
Facilitating National Park Facilitating National Park 
Service scanning of Service scanning of 
““paperpaper”” nominations.nominations.
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For the benefit of the resourceFor the benefit of the resource



Use an indexUse an index

Sample Sample 
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Part 3Part 3-- Scanning ProjectScanning Project
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Scanning ProjectScanning Project
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We are currently scanning our files and putting them into our  
new database. We have scanned about 25% of our collection.

We are scanning the form and photographs.

Creating text searchable pdfs. 

We are updating and correcting our NRIS database as we go.   



Scanning ProcessScanning Process
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Prepare each file to be scanned by hand.

Send the files to digitizing companies.

Scan text at 400 dpi bitonal. 

Scan photographs at 300 dpi grayscale.

Turn resulting tifs into pdfs.

Check pdfs against paper file for accuracy.

Post digital versions online.

Send paper files National Archives. 



States ScannedStates Scanned
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To date we have scanned:
NHLs / NPS properties / MPS covers
AK, CT, DE, DC, HI, KY, MS, NV, ND, UT, WY, Pacific Islands
and Trust Territories 
Next up: Oregon, Rhode Island, finishing South Carolina



ScanningScanning
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In this process we do an inventory of our files, and 
contact the SHPOs for missing copies.

Then when we are sending the files out for scanning, 
we may come across additional issues, so we may 
contact you again for help.

A great thanks to those who have already been 
contacted and responded. 



WARNING! WARNING! 
Restricted Properties
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We are taking steps to keep restricted 
information from going online.

Shortly we will send out a list of the 
properties that we have as restricted 
from your state.  

We are redacting each of the 
restricted properties, and scanning 
two versions, one complete copy of 
the file, and a second version that is 
redacted and does not include 
photographs.
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We plotted the UTM 
coordinates and created 
Google Earth Layers

Checked coordinates for 
accuracy (no more 
properties off the coast of 
India)

All listed properties are in 
layers for Google Earth and 
are in the download section 
of the database.   

Google Earth LayersGoogle Earth Layers
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Website UpdatesWebsite Updates

All of our bulletins are in pdfs 
and online. 
All of the weekly lists from 1966- 
present are online.
We have a page of good 
example nominations. 
Each week we highlight and 
scan one new property from the 
weekly list.  
A more modern Word version of 
the NR Forms 
Suggestions for our site: please 
let me know. 
jeff_joeckel@nps.gov
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