Excerpts that Relate to Historic Context


from How to Complete the National Register Registration Form

Historic contexts are discussed in most of the National Register bulletins, but How to Complete the NR Registration Form lays the groundwork for references in other bulletins.  The following pages are particularly useful.  Please do not consider these excerpts to be a thorough description of historic context development for all property types.
Pages 45-46
These pages note the essential role of the historic context in the Statement of Significance.  Please note:  the entire discussion about the narrative Statement of Significance is not excerpted.
NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The statement of significance contains several parts (including): 

1. A paragraph summarizing the property's significance. 

2. Several supporting paragraphs that briefly discuss: 

· The history of the property, particularly as it represents important historic contexts and reflects the significant events, associations, characteristics, or other reasons the property meets the National Register criteria, and

· The historic contexts, themes, trends, and patterns of development relating to the property. 

The statement should be concise, factual, well-organized, and in paragraph form. Include only information pertinent to the property and its eligibility. Additional documentation should be maintained by the SHPO, Certified Local Government, Federal agency, or another institution. 
Page 46
This page explains what the summary paragraph should contain, including a reference to the relevant historic contexts.
SUMMARY PARAGRAPH 

Identify the following items:
· Specific associations or characteristics through which the property has acquired significance, including historic events, activities, persons, physical features, artistic qualities, architectural styles, and archeological evidence that represent the historic contexts within which the property is important to the history of the local community, the State, or the nation.

· Specific ways the property meets the qualifying criterion and has contributed to each area of significance entered on the form.
· Role of any important persons or cultural affiliations entered on the form.

· Ways the property meets the special standards for any criteria considerations marked on the form. 

The Edward Jones House, built in 1911, is a product of the dissemination of the Arts and Crafts philosophy and aesthetic in America and is an exceptional example of the craftsmanship of a regionally prominent master builder. Contextually it relates to the influence of the American Arts and Crafts Movement in Texas and to the statewide context, Arts in Texas. Secondarily, the Jones House relates to the context, Community and Regional Planning in Texas, as a product of the urban growth of Hilldale and the planned development of Shadyside. The house meets National Register Criterion C in the area of Architecture as one of the best residential examples of the Arts and Crafts style in the State and as the work of master builder and craftsman Gustav Gustavsen.

Page 46
The following section explains how the history of the property should be related to the historic contexts.

SUPPORTING PARAGRAPHS - HISTORY OF PROPERTY 

Discuss the chronology and historic development of the property. Highlight and focus on the events, activities, associations, characteristics, and other facts that relate the property to its historic contexts and are the basis for its meeting the National Register criteria. Follow the Guidelines for Evaluating and Stating Significance listed below. The guidelines, in the form of questions, address the key points that should be covered. Consult with SHPO and FPO staff to determine what and how much information is needed to support the property's significance and integrity. 

Pages 49-50
This section describes what needs to be addressed in a historic context:

SUPPORTING PARAGRAPHS - HISTORIC CONTEXT 

Relate the property to important themes in the prehistory or history of its community, State, or the nation. Include information about the history of the community or larger geographical area that explains the ways the property is unique or representative of its theme, place, and time. 

Consider, for example, the historic context of the Hartstene Island Community Hall. The significance of the hall is based on its role in the community over a period of 45 years. This significance becomes apparent when facts about the community's settlement, isolated location, and social activities are considered.  Similarly, the context for a small town general store relies on facts about its role in the commercial development of the community:
The railroad affected the growth and development of Greeneville, creating the opportunity for businesses like Bartlett's General Store to flourish. Such a business, in turn, served not only its local community but took on the regional trade of farmers who came to town to ship their produce, collect staples and equipment, and conduct business. Greeneville flourished through the enterprising spirit and forward thinking of merchants and local leaders, such as Stephen Bartlett. Among the several commercial buildings established in the era following the railroad's introduction, Bartlett's Store was the largest and continued in business the longest, adapting to changing times and needs. Recognition of Bartlett's establishes a standard for the significance and integrity of a successful and pivotal commercial property reflecting the history of the town. 

Incorporate the following information to the extent that it relates to the significance of the property:

· specific events 
· activities and uses

· influence of technology
· aspects of development

· common architectural styles or types 

· construction materials and methods 

· role of important persons or organizations 

· cultural affiliations 

· political organization 

· social or cultural traditions 

· trends in local or regional development 

· patterns of physical development 

· economic forces 

· presence and condition of similar properties 

The discussion of historic context should do several things: 

· Explain the role of the property in relationship to broad historic trends, drawing on specific facts about the property and its community. 

· Briefly describe the prehistory or history of the community where the property is located as it directly relates to the property. Highlight any notable events and patterns of development that affected the property's history, significance, and integrity. 

· Explain the importance of the property in each area of significance by showing how the property is unique, outstanding, or strongly representative of an important historic context when compared with other properties of the same or similar period, characteristics, or associations. 

For example, the statement for a residential historic district should discuss how the associations, architectural styles and types, and periods reflected by the district represent one or several important aspects of the historic development of the community, whether the community has a number of neighborhoods with the same or similar qualities, and how the district is unique or representative in comparison to other districts representing its theme and period. 

Incorporate the facts needed to make the case for significance and integrity. Consult with the SHPO or FPO staff for help in determining how much and what kinds of information are needed. The site of a pivotal battle or a textbook example of a prominent architectural style usually requires less documentation than a property associated with a commonplace local event or exhibiting a vernacular building form about which little is written.
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