
 PRESERVATION PLANNING UNIT  

History Colorado’s 
Office of Archaeology and 
Historic Preservation  
Cultural Landscape Initiatives, 

Nominations and Challenges 



 PRESERVATION PLANNING UNIT  

The Power of Heritage and Place:  
A 2020 Action Plan to Advance  

Preservation in Colorado 

An aggressive survey effort will have yielded a greater understanding  
of the cultural landscape of our state.  
(…) 
Among the challenges are that historic and cultural landscapes, 
including their associated architectural and archaeological resources,  
are among the most threatened in our state due to development  
pressures…In general, unidentified resources often prove most  
vulnerable to loss due to lack of recognition, thus the fundamental 
importance of baseline survey.  
 
 

BY THE YEAR 2020… 
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In process 

 
*Revise Survey Manual 
*Develop Survey Colorado ten-year strategic plan 
*Focus on threatened and underrepresented resources 
*Ongoing training 
*Development of a cultural landscapes resource website 
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Cultural Landscapes 
Workshop  

 

Cultural Landscapes in the Western  
United States  
Co-hosted with Barbara Wyatt, National Park Service 

October 4-5, 2011 
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OAHP Historic 
Cultural Landscapes 
survey form (#1404)  

Based on HALS short form  
history template 
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Provide support and grant funding to the new THPO 
 *Specific assistance with landscape concerns and 
 development of a Cultural Resources Management Plan 

Ute Mountain Ute 
Tribal Historic 

Preservation 
Office 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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Colorado Historic Preservation 
 Review Board  

Solicit landscape expertise for Board membership (CO/WY 
HALS Coordinator)  

Provide landscapes training session, January 2012 
Review Board members routinely request landscape context 

for all nominations  
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History Colorado’s State Historical Fund 
 

Grants awarded for survey and nomination of large-scale ranching, 
 homesteading, and transportation rural historic landscapes  
*Santa Fe Trail (12-14 nominations, Visual Resource Management 
 analysis, in partnership with National Trust, NPS, USFS, Santa Fe 
 Trail Association)  
*Las Animas, Phillips, Baca, and Otero counties 
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Successful 
Nominations 

*Evans Homestead, Douglas 
*Von Gohren/Thompson Homestead--Gerry Farm, Weld 
*Provost Homestead – Herring Farm, Larimer 
*Bingham Homestead, Larimer 
*Greenwood Cemetery, Fremont 
*Golden Cemetery, Jefferson 
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Successful Nominations 

*Millage Farm, Phillips 
*Evergreen Corner, Phillips 
*Hargreaves Homestead, Phillips 
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Reiling Dredge,  
Summit County 

Complex Nominations 
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OAHP suggested boundary 

Minimum boundary 
Alternate boundary  
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*41-mile corridor (29,000+ acres) 
*Current History Colorado State 

Historical Fund grant to complete 
NR nomination 

  

Tarryall Road Rural 
Historic District,  
Park County  
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Common Nomination Challenges 
*Encouraging preparers to look past ranch headquarters 
*Lack of expertise in vegetation identification 
*Promoting setting description in all nominations/ preparer 

resistance to augmenting description 
*Educating field surveyors to address routinely fence lines, 

wind breaks, small-scale features, viewsheds, etc. 
*Lack of understanding re: analysis of spatial organization  
*Describing the landscapes of cemeteries 
*State legislation restricting nomination of water-related 

structures includes additional notification to water rights 
owners 
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Upcoming 
Nominations 

*Monument Lake Resort and Campground, Las Animas 
*Franzel Farm, Chaffee 
*Cherryvale, Boulder  
*Varros Sheep Camp, Las Animas 
*Valley Brook Cemetery, Summit 
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