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CIVIC STADIUM FIRE

Fire officials want
to talk with youngsters
seen inside the structure
just before the blaze began

By CHELSEA GORROW
The Register-Guard

Waiting until the charred
ruins of the Civic Stadium

through the rubble to determine
the cause and origin of the fire
that destroyed the historic struc-
ture in a matter of minutes on
Monday evening. =
Authorities- said Tuesday that

the Amazon Parkway pedestrian
bridge with their bicycles after
the blaze began, Eugene Police
Chief Pete Kerns and Eugene
Springfield Fire Deputy Chief
Joe Zaludek said.

“Nobody is considered a sus-
pect,” Kerns said, “and we don't
consider this to be a crime yet.
There’s no evidence yet that
it’s a crime. The investigation
will determine that. Typically,
in cases like this that have so
‘much community interest, we
Jearn who the people are who
were seen leaving a scene like

people who were here, they
might be able to help us un- -
derstand how the fire started.”
Anyone with information is
asked to called Eugene police
at 541-682-8888 or email cri-

Turn to FIRE, Page A4

INSIDE
& Former Emeralds GM Bob
Beban, players remember Civic/C1

& New stadium owners had no
full-time caretaker on the site/AS

Complete coverage online
at registerguard.com -

View multimedia, ih_cluding Curis Pierscu/The Register-Guar
photo galleries and videos, . i i . . . L . o
at registerguard.com : Eugene Springfield Fire arson investigators begin the process of finding a cause of the Civic blazgl
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Fire: Cau

Continued from Page Al

wWe're really heartbroken”

Firefighters battle the Civic Stadium fire Monday in south

<e of sudden burst of flames under investigation

Anpy NeLson/The Register-Guard

Eugene. They continued to put out hot spots well into the evening.

And then, “We watched an early
Fourth of July fireworks show, 1

By CHELSEA GORROW
The Register-Guard

A spectaculair, two-alarm fire gutted Eugene’s
beloved Civic Stadium — and the dreams that

at the scene.

He said the stadium is a total loss.

The fire was declared contained just after 7
pm. and was no longer deemed in danger of
spreading to neighboring - fields or other prop-

dering embers in any bark areas, in dry vegeta
tion around the house, or gutters and roofs.

Turn to FIRE, Page A¢
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Civic: Prospects for survival at times seemed doubttul

Continued from Page Al

mattered.”
Eugene
man Jim
night that
members

Long history

The stadium’s story began
in 1938, during the Great De-

ber of Commerce led a cam-

timber for the grandstand. |

For years, the wooden grand-
stand and athletic field pro-
vided a venue for a variety of
sports a
ing high
professio
baseball,
tions and rodeos.

During 40 years at the ball-
park, more than 1 million people
watched the Eugene Emeralds
minor league baseball team
play there.

Attempts to save Civic

Yet for the past dozen years,
the future of the stadium was
uncertain.

The Eugene School Board
declared the property surplus
in 2002. In 2009, the stadium’s
tenant, the Emeralds, played its
lea.st season at Civic before mov-
ing over to the University of Ore-

renovating the wooden grand-
stand would cost about $2.8 mil-
lion, with the installation of an
artificial turf field costing an-
other $1 million or so.

That estimate did not include
the cost of constructing new
locker rooms and other acces-
sory buildings at the stadium.

The alliance also planned
to give a portion of the site to
Kidsports. The youth sports or-
ganization had plans to build
a 44,000-square-foot fieldhouse
for volleyball, basketball and
other activities on the land, next
to

‘ the
bu illion
to . ‘ g on

features -
Deed restrictions on the

Passers-by watch from a distance as fire burns through the Civic Stadium in south Eugene on Monday.

property are meant to ensure
that the land can only be used as
a sports and recreation complex.
The fire and destruction of the
grandstand doesn’t change that.

Unless the restrictions are

Since the purchase, the al-
liance’s first renovation prior-
ity had been to install a new
roof over the grandstand .and
to replace three massive struc-

tural wooden columns damaged

by dry rot.

Follow . Ed on Twitter @ed-
'wa'rdrusso Email ed. TUSSO@Teg-
zsterguard com.

frevu sag, Moy preties araU L Yo

M/sms ’

By EpwarDp Russo
The Register-Guard

In the end, Civic Stadium couldn’t be saved.
The massive fire on Monday that destroyed

_ the 77-year-old wooden grandstand ruined the

plan of its new, nonprofit owner to convert the
mothballed historic ballpark into a lively soccer
and youth sports complex.

Yet, even with the destruction of the grand-
stand, the Eugene Civic Alliance-said it will con-
tinue its efforts to create a community-based
sports venue on much of the 10-acre property
near South Eugene High School. -

“The vision to serve children remains the
same,” said Jenny Ulum, an alliance board mem-
ber. “We Will work even harder to fulfill that vi-
sion now”

The alliance acquired the property just two
months ago in a transaction involving its long-
time owner, the Eugene School District, and the
city of Eugene.

Other alliance members include Derek John-
son, an attorney; Bev Smith, director of Kidsports;
Dave Galas, managing director of Lane United
Football Club; and engineer Greg Ausland.

) The group had spent the past year raising
more than $4 million from 120 private donors,
including its own members.

Mayor Kitty Piercy on Monday, after speakmg
by phone to Eugene Springfield Fire Chief Randy
Groves, said she was still in a “bit of shock”

“Like the alliance, we had dreams to hold
onto our past while building our future,” she said.,

Turn to CIVIC, Page A8
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| /PRESERVING HISTORY
- An open letter ¢,
Council: Op behalf o
Historic Revijew Bo
10 extend our sincer
support through th
of Civic Stadium b

ili/l;lllc;{ We trl.}ly appreciate the effarts

o r; aypr Piercy and the individuals

x groups involved with the alliance op
€ successful purchase of the stadium |
‘Property from 4J School Distriey; 05 '!
‘For Over 40 years the seven ]
Historic Reviey Board has beep

In setting preservation goals for t

o the Eugene City
f the city of Ey gene’s
ard, we would like
? gratitude for your
18 year’s purchase .
Y the Eugene GCivie

-member
involved
he city of

.f
i

::;.-l ithe' counF‘iI took great strides forward in
advz :cge :Ihz City meet the Preservation goas /
s y tl-fe ‘board with the advocacy
G sfadie lec. Alliance purchasing '
e mcum. Civic Stadium js a positive -!
b a local, historic resource that |
ontinue to provide 2 positive and [

|

Tha‘mk you for
commitment to the his
of our Community.

your  continyeq
toric preservation [/

Heather Kliever, Chair, Historic

Review Bogrg
Eugene
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_VFire at Eugene’s stadium leaves
“fans ‘stunned and saddened’

. By.Jim Ryan ézj V. S
The Oregonian/OregonLive

EUGENE — Maria Guto-
ski had just returned from an
evening shopping trip Mon-
day when her husband told
her what had happened: Civic
Stadium in Eugene, where he
had proposed to her in August
1997, burned that night.

“You could say I was
stunned by the news,” she
said. “Stunned and sad-
dened”

Many who patronized the
historic ballpark over the years
share her feelings. A steady
stream of people stopped
by the stadium to watch its
remains smolder Tuesday,
either skirting the perimeter
of the property or glancing out
vehicle windows while pass-
ing by.

Traffic slowed along Wil-
lamette Street, which runs
parallel to the first-base side
of the park, and passers-by
pointed phones and cameras
toward what was left of the
Eugene institution.

“There was just so much
history and ambiance in that
stadium,” said Gutoski, a Cor-
vallis resident who attended
games there after graduating
from the University of Ore-
gon.: “It was just such an Ore-
gonicon” -

A nonprofit called the
Eugene Civic Alliance, formed
by Derek Johnson, bought the
property in April for almost
$4.1 million, Johnson said.
The nonprofit purchased the
property in coordination with
the city, which had bought it
from the Eugene School Dis-
trict that same day.for $4.5
million, he said.

The city retained a portion
of the property for a small
park and bike path, Johnson
said.

The stadium was built in
1938 and listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. It
was last home to the minor
league Eugene Emeralds in
2009 and had hosted myriad
events over the years.

Johnson said his heart sank
when he heard about the fire.

“It’s hard to understand
how much a part of the fabric
of this community that sta-
dium was.” he said. “I mean,
it’s not just that baseball
games were played there. Kids
played there and they recre-

ated — it was made from what
this town was built on: Doug-
las fir from the old-growth
forest. It was an incredible
structure.”

That structure is no longer.
Joe Zaludek, deputy chief of
the Eugene Springfield Fire

Department, said authorities
are not yet aware of the fire’s
point of origin or cause.

“The configuration of the
stadium, with the heatand the
winds at the time, was very
conducive to fast fire spread,”
he said.

Eugene Chief of Police Pete
Kerns said the department
heard three or four young
people were seen around the
stadium’s press box before
the fire. Three or four young
people were also seen walk-
ing their bikes across a pedes-
trian bridge near the stadium,
he said.

The department hopes to
identify and speak with them,
he said, but no suspects have
been identified. The case
remains under investigation.

A sizable contingent of
spectators watched firefight-
ers attempt to quell the fire
Monday night. .

Dennis Hebert, president of
the nonprofit Friends of Civic
Stadium, said he watched the
blaze it awe and disbelief.

“It’s like a parent,” he said
of the stadium, “you always
imagine it to be there. You
never think that someday it’s
not going to be here” ’

o
Jryan@oregonian.com
503-221-8005
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ARTISTICLOSS S /<

Many lament recently losing the old city
hall (tear down), Civic Stadium (fire) and
Southtowne Lanes (fire), yet those losses
were more sentimental than aesthetic. We
might soon suffer a more artistic loss.

The former downtown;Eugene Public

~has been leased (with an option to buy) by
the huge medical firm Kaiser Permanente.
As the ground floor and basement are béihg
revamped for its clinic (the second floor
remains on short lease to other tenants),
let us hope Kaiser maintains one of the
few gems of Eugene classic-modernist
architecture. Qur aesthetic environment is,
after all, a factor in our personal and sociél
health, s

The 1959 building combines elements

of Frank Lloyd Wright in its warm colors
and use of brick and wood, with the stark
lines of the “international style” (Wright
himself created the greatest such hybrid
with the Kaufmann house “Fallingwater”
in Pennsylvania). The lobby, stajn;vell,
streamlined reception desk, lighting details
and pillars of green metal in the main room
(in debt to Wright’s “lotus pad” columns
in the Johnson Wax complex in Racine,
Wisconsin) deserve preservation. So do
the cleaned-line, handsome facades facing
13th and Olive, without adding gaudy |
signage.

Let us encourage Kaiser and the city
to safeguard this excellent thread in our
urban fabric. After all, some things should |
be “permanente.” And the structure is even
more appealing since a massively dull
pile, basically a storage stack for . lant
housing, was built across the street.

60\ " D.C. Elliott

-Eugene
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