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This submission provides additional documentation for the Foster Building, listed on the National 

Register in 1991. 

First, we are clarifying the number of contributing features within the boundary. The National Register 

nomination discussed only the five-story hotel building at 508 State Street, while the boundary, a 

single lot, also encompassed 510 and 512 State and 214 Lafayette. While it is not possible to know the 

intent of the SHPO in nominating the complex in 1991, new research supports the conclusion that all 

four buildings are appropriately included in National Register nomination. 

-A 1914 Sanborn map (enclosed) reveals that 512 State and 214 Lafayette were apparently constructed 

at the same time and both were constructed for the use ofthe Schenectady Railway Company. Thus, 

they were connected historically. 

-A comparison of historic and current photos suggests that all three attached components might be 

early twentieth century buildings. For 510 and 512, the facades are altered but recognizable in their 

form and in certain characteristics. The section attached to 512, known as 214 Lafayette, retains good 

exterior integrity. 

-A thorough report by consultant Patricia Altman has documented that all four buildings were 

internally connected before the nomination was submitted in 1991. Buildings at 512 State and 214 

Lafayette were connected historically; buildings at 510 and 512 were connected since at least 1961, 

and buildings at 508 and 510 were connected in 1985 as part ofthe "Charles Court Renovations." This 

report is enclosed. 

Second, we are adding industry and commerce as areas of significance. In the early twentieth century, 

Schenectady enjoyed a thriving economy as home to major advancements in engineering and 

technology. The city experienced a period of massive growth after the 1892 consolidation of the 

Edison Machine Works and several other companies to form the General Electric Company. In 

addition, the city's role as a transportation center, which had emerged after the opening of the Erie 

Canal in 1825, only grew with the coming of the railroad, making Schenectady the center of a wide

ranging transportation network. Locomotive manufacturing became the city's second largest industry, 
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after electricity, and together these two industries had an almost immeasurable effect on the city's 

grown and development. 

The .Foster Building and its attached components are related to the city's booming development in 

these years. The Foster Building was a hotel that provided shelter for traveling salesmen, transient 

housing for new employees, and accommodations for tourists. The building at 512 State/214 Lafayette 

was constructed in 1913 for the Schenectady Railway Company and appears to have served as shops 

and offices. The building at 510 State, labeled "laundry" in 1914, may have been related either to the 

hotel or to the railway building. 

0 See continuation sheet 
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