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1. Town Cambridge 

Name of area (if any) ~pper n a r;azine 

Street National Re gister District 

3. General date or p~riod 1830-1885 

· 4. Is area uniform (explain): 

in style? no, includes Queen Anne, Fed­
eral~ ManSard, Italla~ate. 

in condition? yes, good condition 

in type of ownership? no, church and 
individually ovmec. 

in use? no, church-related and private 
resldences 

Recorded by Bainbridge Bunting / Rob c;.!~t 
Rettig/Har'riet \vhi·te 

Organization C<U+lbriP.g·"" l{;i sto::>ica 1 eomll1 , 

Date 19 6lf /19 6 8/19 8 0 - .. ~------------



7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area. 

Hagazine Street runs in a north-south direction from Central 
·Square to the riverfront site of the old powder magazine. Early on, 
Magazine ,Street showed signs of becoming a street of fine residences. 
The peak of its fashion was peached shortly be.fore the Civil \'Jar, 
when a number of mansions were built for Cambridgeport businessmen. 
Each of the churches, apartments and houses which were subsequently 
built recall some phase of the district's history, and each possesses 
valuable features of scale and architectural· detail. 

William Street is an exceptional side. street of Greek Revival 
houses with full-width porticos, a rare grouping for Cambridgeport. 
These dwellings were built between 1835 and 1860. 

Among the important individual buiJdings is the Pilgrim Congre­
gational Church (1871) at the corner of .Cottage and Magazine Streets. 
This church structure was designed by Thomas VJ. Sillm...Jay, a minister­
turned-architect who was an architect of the rebuilding of the VePmont 
State House. Further down Magazine Street is the Grace Methodist 

. ChuPch (18~6), an exb.b~rant Queen Anne design by architect Franklin .· 
E. Ki,dder. 

' ( 

L Pilgri m Cong:Pe gational Church ( 18 71) Thomas 'T.rl. Sillot-1ay, aPchi teet. 
35 Magazine Street 

This large and imposing frame church features an asymmetrical 
corner tower and a wealth of applied wooden ornament. It was the first 
major church built on Magazine Street, which was to become the "Church 
Street" of Cambridgeport during the 1880s. Sil·loway 1 s Ne•v England 
church designs number almost four hundred. He was also the author 
of Textbook of Modern Carpentry (1 858). 

2. Joseph Hinman House (1875), 48 Magazine Street 

A robustly detailed Hansard in remarkable original condition. 
Of particular interest are the heavy incised brackets, the fine double 
doors and the two-story bay lvindow which is carried into the Hansard 
roof. It was the residence of Joseph Hinman, a travelling agent. 

3. Brewer-Pulsifer House (1852) ., 50-52 Magazine Street 

This double house is an excellent example of the transition 
8~ Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 

early maps, etc. 

3/73 

CAM.J 
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Brewer~Pulsifer House - continued: 

from the Greek Revival style to the Italianate. Greek Revival features 
include robust corner pilasters, ernphasizingthe geometry of the main 
block. Italianate features consist of the one-~tory polygonal bays, 
and cast iron balconies. The original .occupants of the house were 
Isaac D. Brewer, a tobacconist, and William Pulsifer, an insurance 
agent. 

4 .. Grace Methodist Church (1886) Franklin E. Kidder, architect, 56 
Magaz1ne Street 

This church is an exuberant example o£ Queen Anne shingle work 
combined with Gothic detail and a Queen~ Anne version of a thirteenth 
century,Gothic tower. Kidder was the. author o£ Churches and Chapels 
and APchitect and Builders' Handbook, which went into eighteen editions. 

5. Edward Hixon H_ouse (1857), 3 \Villiam Street 

This excellent example of a Bracketed Italianate house 
displays clear Italian villa precedents, including £lush boarding 
on the facade, quoins and a broad cornice supported on elegantly 
detailed, evenly spaced brackets. This was the residence of Edward 
Hixon, an upholsterer. 

The Upper Magazine Street National Register .~istri;:t includes 
both sides of Magazine Street between Upton and lv1llal'a Stre7ts and . , 
Willtne* Street bet·h·een Pearl and f.lagazine Streets (see Cambr1dge Commtml~Y 
Development P. D. Quad Map 5). Boundaries were chosen to inc~ude propert1es 
which contribute to the nineteenth century streetscape part1ally 
preserved here. 

-END-

* William Street (corr ected 2/2013) 

... a e to Inventory form · a·(' ·''lo-om 
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Grace Methodist Church, 56 Magazine St (CAM.513) 
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17-23 William St 



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
September 10,2013 

J. Paul Loether 
National Park Service 2280, 81

h Floor 
National Register of Historic Places 
1201 I (eye) Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

Re: Technical Amendment to Upper Magazine Street National Register District, Cambridge 

(Middlesex County) 3 2.00 1_ ~. <Z) { 
We have recently become aware of a technical error in the documentation for the Upper 
Magazine Street National Register District (NRDIS/NRMRA 4113/1982). In the boundary 
description for the district, Willard Street was inadvertently substituted for William Street. The 
former is half a mile west of Magazine Street in an entirely different part of the city. The map of 
the district confirms that the correct boundary is both sides of Magazine Street between Upton 
and William Street. 

We are enclosing a corrected copy of the nomination for your files. 

Sincerely, .... 

~b:~ 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Enclosure 
CC: Cambridge Historical Commission 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470 • Fax: (617) 727-5128 

www.state .ma.us/sec/mhc 


