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The additional documentation included does not change the area of significance or period of 
significance for the National Register-listed Chevy Chase House and First Presbyterian Church 
Complex. Additional documentation on Clarence Pigford is a copy of an unpublished manuscript 
provided by the First Presbyterian Church: "American Biography. Submit to: Mrs. C. E. Pigford, 
Jackson Tenn. Sk. Of Clarence E. Pigford Deceased. HAH FM ORIG 1.3.46". 
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'did ely rec:ur.::i2.ed over a lor:;! period of )'e~rz 

of' Juol:so::, Tennessee, GLne.ncs }:;. Pigt'ord m.:l also 

tdllpor~riO!s in all walks of lire. 

!,ir •. Pigford Vi..:lS born Ilove~ber 11, 1$73, in 

v.·ere ruuor•J! Misslssi!!i';:; pionaer se;,(;lera. Ja;~:es Farrar 

away from tcme a.nd er.lbted i.n the Confederate army. 

~~ the CLOS~ of hostJLi~ies he returned to the 
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l.!ississippi J;?lanters. TLey bec·u:.a the paron~s or 

aeven children. 

Cl"'rence ~. PL1,1'ord, tha scwond. ln order of 

birth, c.ttended. .Jcaools in .L:::mlerdale G;;.unty, Lia 

came Unl.on Univeraity, where J",e was gradu&ted in 

189") as a B:lci • ..:JJ.or 01' ,,rts, He took firf.lt honors in 

.hi~1 cl.ass ar~Q. Cflptured the VGrlcklund medal for 

oratory. His eurliaxc ar:'lbition was to beoo1:te a lttw-

yer·, bUt the si-z.e Cjf the family and til a flr.ancial 

:ielf for the law. 

1695, LO sr"".ole him to enter cumbe;:-land University. 

The!'e ha was ;sraduated in 1 :·96 :..:s tt Buc:1elor or Laws. 

IJ:r!.n1ediutelJ' lie begun his pr:.:otice as a member of' 

and l"igford cu.rne ir;to being, lus;;ing ur.t.il 1?07. 

TJ,cwceforth he :>ro.cticed inc eper,den tly in J:,D:·;son, 

3peclaliz..lng in corporo.;,;ion lt:vr ~nd handling much 

cu:ue to !ii)l<i. an oUG:l~unll. in.:; po;:;ition in hi:> po-

fession. ;,:; the Jackson "t}lln" or J<muary 8, 1945, com-
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mented editotially, 

h:r . .Pi~foro has been 
~m!Lently $Uccessful i~ his 
choaen profes3ion of law, 
having a l"rge and v"ried 
pr.:::cr.ice. He had an intim·,te 
knm•:ledge of the law, t-ook a 
personal inter~3t in every 
case which his firm lH;.ndled 
and was a strong advocate "'t 
ke bar. He tH;.d tile remark-
-~ bl e f ac ul ty of r e:J.em bering 
basic deci31ons in t:r.e courts 
and was ever reacy ·...:ith cita
tions involving cases w .• ich 
C'-<l!le to his firm. 

Not only wa~ ne success
ful. in lav: pr&c<:.loe, 't>ut l1e was 
one of tne t.E::st l:.usiness men 
ln ~he st~:e. He was th~ 
centra.i.. fi guri:l in !:l number of 
rusine3s enterpri:Jes w-:d these 
rrospered under hi~:~ le:~dershijl 
and dir~ctiot:. H;~ J.ad keen 
fore3igLt and vision as ~ell 
c.a souml bu;-.;lness jUdB'Jlent. 
It has been said by ~is irt
tima ~ e friend n thrc;; t,d .tl ,d 
uiH! fineuL t::.;,alytica.l. hlinG. 
in thia section. OGher lmwyers 
relied mucl:1 upon l<i:> judg!Uent 
a~ did other huaiuesa ~en 
who .->ou,-;ht his COUJl;;el. 

For & consideratle p~r1od hlr. Pi~rord acted 

case of Geori;a a. J;:..;~es V.'l. Hailroad, i:.olc.ir.g t.hf\t 

ciuded tho c::ty il.ttur~:eyst.ip o~· Jackson, whicl~ he 

!:e ld between 1 >199 :>nd 1 ?01. l:e sue cess.f'ully a\.. t::.ck.sd, 
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or· a '!'ennessee st~:~.tute be:t'ore ~he Uni tad ,Jtute9 

:'.Jupre;me Col.lrt, clai:::.i:1.;:; ti:-.:;t the 3tutute ·.vas ois-

criminatory, obt~ining the twelfth rev6rsal or tbe state 

court's dec:!.sion by- the federal judicial oody. i.lor.~ 

with hi9 other professional activities, Kr. Pi~ford 

was a member of the 'l'&nnessee uL.1te l:l<ir A3~>eci ,,t ion 

ber and at one t;;~,e pre:5ident of the Jtlci\son B<tr 

1rro~ an e<>.rly pel'iod i-.:r. :eigford•s liC\,lvities 

1 n the law led to ~is par~~cip~cion in business 

atf~irs. Froro the StdtUs of counoel he a~cended to 

th!.Lt of cl.irector and o~fic er in C.it'ferent co,;;s,unias. 

He was outsG<,ndir<;ly int&rcsted in £!Ublislli!>g as 

prcsideut of' the ..;;Wl Z:'utliab.ir.g C J.L,pany and pub.c isher 

r:>1' the J':.cc::son "Su.n," an ~•t'ternoon r.ewsp1:1per issued 

every day except .:i~..cturdl:l.y, ·~;ith a 3unday mornine 

number. Tho paper• s heacr1uarters v•er~ ut Ealttmore 

and lt.arket streets, Jeckson. The ''Sun" repre:.;cnts 

e.n old newsp~per property, founded .:.n 1848. He was 

nlso president o1' the J ~ ckson 'I'rCJ.nsportution Cor-

porution, vice presidoH;t ct' the Budde and .leis+ 

M!inU'!'ucturir:g ·Jompany and the l>:odel Mill Compuny 

ood atcoruJy !l.Hd r, <51recc.or of tt.e ?ir3t N&<, ~ anal 3ank 

of J~ckson. At ~n eurlier period De was president 

oi' tii.e Central Oil I.iill~ Compuny, dealers in oil 

moal products. a.r:d was an cr[:;anizer u.nc tt C.irect.or of 

the Bt~r;x. ot' ;,:arcer on<i cr,~ Pinson 3u.v~r;.;s Rank. 
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,;t all times l<!r •. Pig.forci. he.d. a deep interest 

111 Jc:llkson•:.; civic e.ft't.irs :rnd in ::'ennesaee ;,lstory. 

mission 8.nd ::.he Tenne;osee Stt;te Plannir.g Som;'lission 

:;;outhweetern l..'r.iversity (Memphis). He was also a 

ci.irecGor of .:i:;uthwestern C<:>llege of the t;ississippi 

V'l.lley, in 1.ejnpilis. Eis lntereat in co.;ullunity his-

tory led him to help organize the J,;:iC.L:Jon County 

HJ.sGorical . .>ociety. Noc only did he b<.loor::.e the ;0_:uid-

in~ spirit behin~ t~ia orzaaizatlon froili its inoep-

tjon, but the 3ac1ety itself adopted as its tirst 

DUrpose oublic.·tion of o county Jd story in took 

t'orm. This book v;us sci1e<1uled ror tJ;e S1.L'll.mer of 1946, 

:>t. wl:icl:. time ':'ennessee W£<3 to celebr:tte its sesqui-

cantennial anciv8rsary. 

i\IlOthor Of !>;r, 1'i~l;!"Ord.'S favorite projacts Wil.S 

the el·~cG'..ciJ of a meraorial appropriate to com.'!lemorate 

tbe .;acrifices of tile men \•uw save their 11 vea in 

.:orld ·•ars I and II. Gun~tllplently he orit;!nated a 

/drj ect for ;lelllorJal 0!1imes. :.'.hrou:::h his ei'~'wrts ;;he 

fund tor t.i"lis ~)urpose re;.ched e. total of :.;.20,;~.57. 

:;.<·unller con~ributions were to c•e obtained by ot.'ler 

was cl"!l:lir;:J3.n,unt.il tl1e .<'igure re!\Ched $25,000. h;r. 

Pigfurd was &l3o deeply interested in tJ1e Young 

i t1 IOl ted. the !:to vemen t ~ o o llv t<ill fund 3 for l L uidH ti on 
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tile building commLtee wrdch Lad clnrge of putt.i.ng 

up Glle rrc>sent "Y." lie o.lced, too, in bu'ilcline up 

the Co,;;munlty Chest fund in J._.,ckson , and t'or some 

year::~ devoted much time to tr,e proj eot. During l.is 

yea2: as clwirman the :..:r1est re..ised the largest amount 

it ever raised. r.:r. Pi{;r'ord did much ::>o aci V:i!lC e the 

a on, sel'Vlng ::.G ono til«d as chairman of the board. 

of cler.icons ,me] orig.!n&tiE6 tlle plan f'or raising 

<Jt the t.L-;-!a of '"is p3.ssing, wa.s ~;o be used for al-

tering tLe int<()rior of t.he church and udding more 

:::unds.y scl,ool .:lptclce, J'.rnong his ather affiliations, 

fraternity, the 3en":lvolerlt t.:nd Protective C:cer 

Honored in .l<te.r.:.y ways for his man it' old acllie ·;e .. ,e;. ts, 

Ml' • .Pigford was made ub.e recipient ol' ~n i"onori»ry 

degree of Doctor ot Laws, WLich he received from 

Union Ur.i versitJ• in 1944. 

Clar·ence .:.1 • .Figfor-d Hlurried, l:ovembe:r 27, 1907, 

i.'r.e <l~utli of Cl<crence .;. I'icforu, Junuury 3, 

1945, in J''-<0:\.<lOn, 2ecneasee, \·las H.n occe.sion ol' pro-

found sorro\·: und regret; VllHH'ever l:e ,was :::own. Hi3 
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enrned t.he rtlspect, ad:air~ion and corlfiQ_flli-~ ot' 

his contemporc..ries in all ·;1al}-:3 of lii"e. I:e will 

be a!'i"uC~j_on: .. t;ely re·:,eJ"G.bered by 'i host Oi' fr:le!Hi.3 

ch e.t·ished . 

Claudette Stager, DSHPO 7 Date 


