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The additional documentation included does not change the area of significance or period of
significance for the National Register-listed Chevy Chase House and First Presbyterian Church
Complex. Additional documentation on Clarence Pigford is a copy of an unpublished manuscript
provided by the First Presbyterian Church: “American Biography. Submit to: Mrs. C. E. Pigford,
Jackson Tenn. Sk. Of Clarence E. Pigford Deceased. HAH FM ORIG 1.3.46".
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CoiulilL Z, PIGFCRD

Lewyer, Fubliisher

Widely recopaized over o leng parisd of jyears
a8 one of the leading lawysrs 2n6 professionel men
of Juckson, Temnessee, Clarencs z. Pigfordws also
rresident of the ~un FPubllshing Compuny, putlisihers

-

QI

:

the Jac:son "3un." 4 true Tennesaee pionesr &s
regards business snd civie undertukings, na esrned
vie iigh ssveem, rasrect zand aduirstion of sis con-
tamporaries in #ll walks of lire.

r. Plgford wazs born lovenber 11, 1873, in
Laudercale County, hissisalprl, son of James rFarrar and
harbls Jzoe {Delk) FPilgford. His paternal grandparents
ware anoclhy Kississimd's picnesr seiilers. Jamas Farrar
Filgtord, e athsr, was born i Lhat stete, e
family were of Jecotch-Irish origin., At the sub-
break of the Civil wWozr, Jomes farrar Piglford rasn
away I'rom lLomes and enlisted in the Confederate army.
Ab the ciose of Loatiiivies ke returned to the
homs pluntecion, wiieh ne manuged for a (ime dbe-
fors he took un rullreadlng as iis major work, ke

married Lertha Jane Jelk, wacse parents were prominent
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TIGEGED

liississinpl planters. They Lacals the pareats of

saven chiidren.

Ciarence . Pisforg

gscond 1n opder of

birzth, atiendeé scuools In puuderdale {ounty, uis

Yississippl birthpiace, wien ne was fifveen he came

5o Jeckson. Later ke enrolled as = student at Soublh-

wegtern Baptist Unlversity, wiieh subasquently be-

came Unlon Univeraity, where he was graduzted in

1863 as a Baci.alor ar

arts, He utook first honors in

ais class and capoured the osbhriekiund medal for

oratory. His suriiest embition was to becose a Lawe

yer, bWut the size of the family and the firanocial

condition of tie Pigfords were zuch thaiy ha deciined

sll assistance frow Lis fabuer towurd preparing hoa-

sglf for the law,

Jocepling employment in
ber cownany, he ssved encugh

1895, 10 #neole him to enter

the offies of & lun-
monay by Jépaember,

Cumberiand University.

There he wes graduabted in 1:96 48 g Baciielor of Laws.

Immediately he bagun hls pructice 83 a mester of

tite firm of Wiite and Dizflord, in whieh the senior

partner was 3. J. Wnlte. In 1903 the firm of hwllory

acd Pigford cume into beirg, lasting uptil 1207.

Tusrcelforth he practiced indenendently in Juexson,

Specializing in corpoerasio

Cenahcery ard land

and tandling much

iltigetion, ¥r. Pigfowd

cumes o 04 ap oubtsuand ing positios in hiz pro-

Tession. as she Jackson "3Jun® of January 8, 1945, coa-
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wmented editorialiy, --

¥r. Pi{zford has besn
gmirently successful ir his
chosen profession of law,
having & lzrgs and v.ried
practice., He had an intima:te
knowledge of the law, too0X & R
peracnal interest in svery
case which his firm Lundled
and was a strong advocate ab
tiie bar. He had ths remark-
2ble faculty of remembering
basic decisicns in the cow ts
and wes ever ready with cita-
tions invelving ceses w.ich
cmae to his tirm,

ot only was he success~

fui in law pracvice, but Le was
ene of tne test business men
in the stute. He was the

. centrai Tfigure in & number of
usiness enterprises and these
prospered under his lesdership
and direction. He had keen
roreaight and vision as well
&3 sound buslness judgment.
I: has been said by Lis in-
timave friends that ha h.d
tne fimest gnalyticai ming
ic this ssction. Qther lawyers
relied mush upon his judgusnt
85 &id other business men
who scught hils counsel.

For & consideratle pericd r. Plgford acted
a3 judge of the Court of Appsesals. During shat same
period he hLanded down imuortent &ecislons In uvhe
cusg Or (eorge H. James va. Railrosd, nolding that
syuipment of @ npon-resident rallroad passing bhrough
tie state Iln ictersiute commerce was not subject to
attaclusent . Cilsr puitlic service of Kr. Pi{gford in-
ciuded the ciby sttorneyship o Jaokson, which ne
reld between 1399 und 1901l. He successfully altucksd,

during his years of pracilee, the copstltuticnality



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior

: Fi
National Park Service Chevy Chase House and First

Presbyterian Church Complex

5 . : : Name of Property
National Register of Historic Places Madison County, Tennessce

Continuation Sheet County and State

Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Section number _Additional Documentation Page 5

<IGFCRD &4

01 & Tennessae stubute bafore the United suates
Supreme Court, claizing th=t the 3tatute was dis-
criminatory, obtaining thes twelfth reversal of the state
court's decision by the fedsral judicial pody. ilong
with lLis other proflessionsl ectivities, Mr. Fisford
was a member ol the Tennessee Stuate Bar Agsoclut ion
and the aserican Rar associustilon, es well as a inem-
ber and at one t:me yresident of the Jucxson Bar
A3scclation.

Frow arn early perilod ¥r. Pigford's scrlivities
f n the law led to iis parsicipuction in business
arfsirs, From the status of counsel he ascended to
that of director und oificer ip dirferent copanies,
e was outstandingly interesced in publiishing as
president of the sun Publishirg Cowpany and pub:isher
of the Juenson "Sun," an afterpoon hewspaper issuwed
every day execept suturday, with a 3unday morning
numter. The paper's hsadquarters were at Baltimore
and Market streets, Jackson. The "Sun® represcnts
en old newspaper property, founded in 1848. He was
also president of the Jucksopn Transportation Cor-
poration, vice president of the Budde ami usis$
Maputacturing Sompany and the Kodel Mill Company
and atcorrney &nd & director of the Airat National 3ank
of Jacison. Ab an exrlier period ne was president
oi vhe Central 01l }Mills Compuny, dealers ia oil
wmeal products.ard was an organizer and a éirector of

the Benx of lercer and ohe plnson 34V .IL5S Bank.
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st all vimes Lir. Plgford hed = deep interest

In Juckson's civic airairs and 1o Tennesses ulstory.

v

e ¥a3 & member o bthe Tennssses Historicali Com=-

I

e

mission and the Tennesses State Plannineg Commission
and a truotee of Pesbody Coiless (Nashville) and
Scuthwestern University (ldemphis). He wes also a
¢irecvor of southwestern College of the lississippl
Valley, in lemgphis, His lnterest 1o cowmunity his-
tory led him to help organize the liacigon County
Historical Joclety. Not only &id he becoms the puid-
ing gpirit benind this orguaizatlon frow its incep-
tion, but the soclety itself sdopted as 1ts ripst
purpose publicotion of o county nistory in book
form. This book was sche@ulied for the summsr of 1946,
2t which time Tennessee was to celebrate its sssgul-
contennlal anniverscary.

another of Mr. pPiasroré's favorive projects was
tiie arecticn of a memorial arproprlate to commemorate
the sacrifices of ths men wuo gave their livea in
gorld Jdars T and II. Consgeyuently he origlnated a
ﬁérjact ror iemorial Chimes. lhrough his efforts the
fund ior thls nurpose reached & tosal of 320,257.
Jurther conivridbutions were to ce obtained by other
meiabers of the Memorial JShimes toard, of which Lo
was chuiruan,until the rigure reached $25,000. kr.
Plgrord was alsc deeply interested in the Young
Ken's Carlstiaen sssoelstlon, in Jackson, znd in-

il eted the wmovement Lo obuvuin furds for iicuidation
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of the bonded dabt of

the "¥Y." He was a iamber of -

thie buildircg commistee which Led cihurge of putting

up cthe present "Y." He aided, too, in buiiding up

vhe Comaunity Cheat funéd in Juckson, and for some

years devoted much time to th project. During Lis

yeer as chalrman the Chest raised the largest amount

it over raised. Kr. Pizrord 4id wmuch S0 advince the

intsrests c¢f the {rsi

Prestyrerian Cuaurch of Juck-

30n, serving av one tins @s chairman of the btoard

or deacons «nd¢ eriginstiucg the plen for raising

74 bullding fund. The fund, which reuched 20,000

ot the tims of i.is

ering ths interior

passing

5%

» was to be used for al-

of the church and a«dding more

Zupday aschool spwee, imong his other arrfilietions,

lir. Figford was a member of the 5iges Alnha wzpsilon

fraternity, thwe Renavoleut und Protective (rder

OFf 21lis and tie Juckson Colf and Country <lub.

Hopored 1n meny ways for his menirold achievenerts,

Kr, rigford was made the reoipient of an Louorsry

degres of Deetor of Laws, wnich he recsived from

Union Uriversity in 1944,

Clarance =, Figf

ord married, November 27, 1507,

Sally Branaford Person, & nutive of J.oke son, daugh-

tor b%i\oﬂd—a.ﬁfeh—%mq’ %’W«X"‘““S Qsj:;_ "ta,f}t/ VOL'YZ %f‘{ﬂq

satl ]

nee 5. Pigford, Janusry 3,

1945, in Juckson, lewnessee, was an oceaslon of pro-

found sorrow and regreb

wherever he was zown., His

accomplishmenta were many-sided and helpful, znd he
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earned the respect, edmiration and confidence of
Als centemporaries in sll walka of life. lle will
ba affucbionuuely rouembered by & host of friends

and aciualnuances, #nd his wemory will be warmly

charished,

ﬁ’(//( coly [ \]/4/( S /900 /¢

Claudette Stager, DSHPO : Date



