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RELOCATION: SITE HISTORY 

The following narrative outlines the history of this structure in relation to its site. The overall context of the site 
has totally changed from the original residential neighborhood to a 16 acre surface parking lot owned by the City 
of Lexington which serves the Lexington Convention Center and adjacent Sports Arena built in 1974. That 
history is addressed on Page 3 of the Application for National Register designation under the Section Setting of 
the Peoples Federal Savings and Loan Association and Page 4 -Sequence of Demolition and Construction in Five 
Block Area contiguous with Peoples Federal Savings & Loan. 

Peoples Federal is the only pre-1974 building left on that 16 acre site. In 1985 and 1987 the city leased 
property on either side of Peoples Federal to private developers for an eight story condominium/parking 
structure on one side and a five level parking structure on the other. Peoples Federal has remained vacant but 
well maintained for the past fifteen years. All remaining area of the 16 acre site has been paved for parking. 

Rear of building from across the Arena Parking Lot 

Page 12 



KY_Fayette County_PEOPLES FEDERAL SAVINGS & LOAN ASSOCIATION 
FASH-194 

RELOCATION: CURRENT SITE DEVELOPMENTS 

In 2013-2014, national consultants developed a Master Plan for the renovation of both the Convention Center 
and Rupp Arena as well as a Conceptual Plan for redevelopment of the parking lot into undergraoud and multi
story parking structures with residential condominium/office buildings, street level retail, restaurant and 
entertainment. 

Peoples Federal is in the construction path of the first project set to begin construction in spring of 

2016, a new urban Cineplex which will take the remaining empty lots on the southeast corner of the 

5-story parking garage. The Peoples Federal lot is needed to reconstruct an egress from the parking lot onto 
South Broadway. The Owner applied for and was granted a Permit for Demolition in late March of2015. When 
notice of the demolition was made public, preservationists and citizens organized to delay the demolition until 
the feasibility of saving the building could be determined. The Owner agreed to a temporary stay. 

With the Mayor's help, the Lexington Center Corporation (whose Board and Administration control the site) 
agreed in May to offer Peoples Federal the far northwest corner of the parking lot facing West High Street across 
from the Convention Center and adjacent to the Woodward Heights Historic Neighborhood. The offer was 
contingent on: 

1. Secure agreement with Owner for title to the building. 
2. Securing multiple cost estimates from Certified Building-Moving Contractors for the physical 

relocation. 
3. Securing Architect's Cost Estimate for new foundations and related site development. 
4. Raising the money for foundations and site development at the new site, for moving and stabilization of 

the building shell ($850,000). 
All had to be completed in 3 months by August 1st. 2015 and was accomplished. 

The current tasks under deadline are: 
1. Moving the building from the NPS Eligible for Listing on the National Historic Register to being 

Listed. (Documents have been sent from Kentucky Heritage Council to NPS) 
2. Getting approval from NPS for the Relocation Site. (Subject of this document) 
3. Applying for Investment Tax Credits at both NPS and KHC levels to qualify (or not) for the 2016 cycle. 

(Part 1- complete by March 1) (Part 2-complete by April 15) 
4. Completing the title transfer from the current Owner to the new Owner. 
5. Awarding the Contract for Relocation (now in negotiations with two of the five bidders responding to 

RFP). 
6. Contracting with structural engineer as soon as Relocation Site is approved so site and foundation 

design can be completed by April 1, 2016 
7. Begin Construction on Receiver Site and staging for relocation at the Existing Site. 

To that end, we are submitting the attached Site Plan for your review. 
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Proposed Receiver Site at Northeast Corner of Arena Parking Lot 
Woodford Heights Historic Neighborhood on north boundary above. High Street one way heading nmihwest 

across the city, turning at corner of Receiver Site 35% toward true west. 

Closer View ofNortheast Corner of Receiver Site. 
This Proposal calls for orienting Peoples Federal on axis with this corner entry to the site. 
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View of our Receiver Site from the main parking lot. The SW (rear) boundary of our .88 acre site is at the left of 
the photograph and the wall on the right side of the photograph is the NE (front) High Street boundary. Straight 
ahead is the NW (side) boundary adjacent to the Woodward Heights Neighborhood. The landscaped island in the 
foreground seperates the Receiver Site from the Patterson Street Exit (on the other side of the snow berm). 
Patterson Street has not been open for through traffic since 1982 and is now integrated into the overall parking 
area, serving as exit aisles during large events at the Arena. 

Existing wall and walkway on the High Street boundary, standing at the top of the corner stairway above the street 
level. A second smaller stairway and the far end also accesses the High Street sidewalk. Current plans are to leave 
these elements in place. 
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When relocated, the front face of the building will be approximately 40 feet from the top of the stairway (just 
beyond the traffic island with the two trees) with a reproduction of the plaza at the existing site (with the three (3) 
interlocking borders for low plantings) and another three risers up to the portico and entrance into the building. 
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SITE PLAN: ORIENTED TOWARD CORNER STAIRWAY FROM HIGH STREET 

DESCRIPTION: This West High Street Receiver Site is in the block just west of the Lexington Convention Center 
and the Rupp Basketball Arena. It is northern edge of the 16 acre surface parking lot which serves these two venues. 
It is adjacent to the Woodland Heights Historic District which is the last remnant of the historic residential 
neighborhood that was in place when Peoples Federal was built in 1962. 

FEATURES: 
The Northeastern Boundary (facing West High) is approximately three (3) feet above street grade and retained by a 
poured concrete wall finished with fine stone aggregate, interrupted on the northeastern comer (where West High 
Street bends at a 30 degree angle to the left) by a generous masonry stairway descending perpendicular to that angle 
accentuating an open face addressing the Arena and Convention Center. 
The Southeastern Boundary: Although no longer an entry into the parking lot, there is a curb cut and paved exitway 
for automobiles where the original Patterson Street (closed since 1974) terminated at High Street. The ghost of this 
street describes the eastern boundary of the Peoples Federal proposed site. 
The Southwestern Boundary: No defming features. Paved over for parking. 
The Northwestern Boundary: Adjacent to back yards of historic homes on Merino Street in Woodward Heights 
Neighborhood. High tree canopy, privacy fences and shrubbery defme the boundary. There are numerous late 19111 C. 
buildings on those lots which are taller that Peoples Federal, which is 16 feet at its highest point. The mature trees and 
shmbbery will give a pleasant backdrop for our building. 

EVALUATION- POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE FEATURES OF SITE: 

1. POSITIVE 
1. Residential streetscape of Woodward Heights is most similar to the original siting of Peoples Federal 

in the former residential neighborhood on South Broadway when it was built in 1962. It will make a 
more human-scaled transition to the residential neighborhood from the otherwise high-rise, high
density use of the balance of the 16 acre site. 

2. In this orientation, it is the stairway located at the corner of the property at the bend in High Street 
that the front facade faces. The stairs and retaining walls will remain in place. The hardscape 
between stairs and Peoples portico will be reconstmcted as closely as possible to the size, shape, 
material, and character of the original design. This orientation gives excellent visibility of the 
signature front facade of the building from both pedestrian and vehicular vantage points. It will 
fmally come out of 'hiding' and be enjoyed by many college students and visitors who come to our 
city and never see it. 

3. Three major downtown hotels are within two blocks of the site, one at three and one at 4 blocks. 
4. The building remains within the context of the larger site with which it has been associated since 

1974 and will be a more active contributor to the life of that area on this more viable site. 
5. The building will only move 1100 feet across the parking lot and does not have to change grade or 

travel on any street. No overhead utilities will be in the path. 
6. New urban features, a cross-city pedestrian/cycling and hiking trail and a revitalized Manchester 

Street Distillery Food and Entertainment District, are in close proximity. One of the most extensive 
projects in the history of Lexington is beginning its first stage this year,: the uncovering of the Town 
Branch, the stream at the foot of the hill over which Peoples will look. It is the reason Lexington is 
where it is as it was the sole waterway for the early settlers. It was buried in the late 19th Century but 
continues to mn through underground limestone shelves and daylights just west of our site. The 
design calls for a 2 mile linear park on either side of its reconstmcted bed with intermittent pocket 
parks along its way. 

2. NEGATIVE. 
1. The construction in the area will be ongoing for years, but the positives of this site outweigh the 

inconveniences. 
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