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Old Church-yard Cemetery Berkshire, MA 
Name of Property County and State 

precise original location in relation to the cemetery is unknown. This original meetinghouse was stripped of useful 
appurtenances, moved around 1820, and remodeled as a Glebe or Ministerial House for the church farm. According to 
church records, the "sound and seasoned timbers" were dragged by oxen to the north slope of Stafford Hill Road about 
three-quarters of a mile northeast of the cemetery. It stand3 tecla, at 18 Sta:Tfot d I fi II R:oad as a 1nuel, tdtet ed pri 9'ate 

-house, w•ith a five-bay fac;atle, two stories, aild a hipped=Ioof, Oile=stoty f&ollt poacl• ~ and is kuowu m the Valeutiue Doweu 
I louse (CI IS. ·ts). Hecause tl;e COilgtegatioit used Li tis as a ttii l tistet ia:l l rouse at\et i.ts ruove~ Valeuthte-Bowert was uot 
actua lly the fitst oecupant.*The second meetinghouse was built, according to William Browne, a local historian writing in 
a 1938 article, "almost opposite the homestead of [Joab] Stafford not far from where the Stafford Memorial stands today 
and within about a half mile from the Old Church-yard Cemetery." The new church building was dedicated January 1, 
1818, used until1843, and then stood decaying and empty until around 1855, when it was tom down. The date of 1843, 
when the second meetinghouse was abandoned, essentially ended the old New Providence settlement at Stafford Hill. The 
last burial in the Old Church-yard Cemetery in 1848 is roughly contemporaneous with the demise of the settlement. 

In its heyday between 1790 and 1843, the New Providence settlement on Stafford Hill contained some 40 houses and an 
estimated population of around 1 ,500. Very little evidence of the settlement remains today. In addition to the five 
cemeteries associated with the settlement, there are several surviving houses, but none on the summit of Stafford Hill. 
Three of these houses are on Jenks Road: the 1768 Captain Samuel Low House (CHS.21), the 1768 Daniel 
Coman/Joseph Bennett House (CHS.23), and the 1770 Nicholas Brown House (CHS.20). Other extant houses from the 
settlement include the 1805 Captain Daniel Smith House on Fales Road (CHS.36); and two on Stafford Hill Road: the 
1775 Richardson/Brayton House (CHS.19) and the 1776 Valentine Bowen House (CHS.18). The rest ofthe settlement 
has vanished. Mid 19th-century local histories note that even wells were filled in and buildings moved (some north across 
the town line to Adams) or disassembled for the wood. Based on the recollections of94-year-old Julia Sherman Hunt, 
The Berkshire Hills published an article on Stafford Hill in December 1900. The magazine writes of the ca. 1860 removal 
of the last vestiges of the New Providence buildings: 

The disappearance of all the signs of settlement of Stafford's Hill, with the exception of the old burying 
ground, has not been due entirely to the action of time, although desertion and neglect have had much to 
do with it. About forty years ago a son of Daniel Smith, the brother of David Smith, bought up all the 
remains of the buildings on the summit, and sold the undecayed timber and foundation stones, which 
were removed away. 

There is currently one property listed in the National Register of Historic Places commemorating part of the history of 
New Providence. Placed on the Register in February 1986, the Stafford Memorial Tower (CHS.902) on Stafford Hill 
Road is located on the southwest comer of what was originally Col. Joab Stafford's land, House Lot #5. The monument, 
erected in 1927 by the Sons of the American Revolution, is 25 feet tall and made of random rubble fieldstone. This 
commemorative tower includes an arched marble sarcophagus, with the original tombstone with draped urn motif 
containing the remains of Col. Joab Stafford. The tower was the location of five bronze plaques, placed between the 
tower arches after 1929, commemorating events in Col. Stafford's life. (Two plaques were stolen by vandals by 1985, and 
the other three have been removed.) Stafford was originally buried in the Wells/The Notch cemetery (CHS.807), one of 
five cemeteries associated with the early New Providence Baptist settlement in what is now the Town of Cheshire. The 
Wells/The Notch cemetery is located on the south side of Windsor Road, north ofMacDonald Brook, behind and south of 
the Gus Martin farm at 594 Windsor Road. It is at the bottom of Stafford Hill about three-quarters of a mile southeast of 
the Stafford Memorial. Today, it contains only 14 remaining stones, dating between 1773 and 1842. From this early 
cemetery, Stafford's remains were removed and reinterred at the Memorial in 1927. Col. Stafford has been described by 

(continued) 

* Valentine Bowen's House (CHS.18) is on the south side of Stafford Hill. The glebe lot and ministerial house were 
on the North Side. Corrected Feb. 2016 
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