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1. Name of Property 

Historic name: Bergstein, Moritz, Shoddy Mill and Warehouse 

Other names/site number: NRIS #08000133 

Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and 
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--· 
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County and State 
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Name of related multiple listing: 

N/A 
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2. Location 
Street & Number: 805 South Main Street 

Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse 
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City or town: =.S..:..:ti=llw,;,;,..:.:,at:..:.e.:...r =-____ State: MN County: Washington (code 163) 

Not for publication: IN/A I Vicinity: EJ 
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5. Classification 
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Public - Local 0 
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Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse 
Name of Property 
W~hingt~n County, MN 
County and State 

Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

When originally listed to the National Register in 2008, the property was privately owned. The property was 
moved to allow for the construction of the St. Croix Crossing, a new bridge over the St. Croix River that will 
connect Minnesota and Wisconsin. As part of the mitigation for the project, the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation sought a public agency to take ownership of and relocate the Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and 
Warehouse.' Subsequently, the property was transferred to the City of Stillwater, which plans to use the buildings 
for historical interpretation and possibly as a resource along a recreational trail.2 

1 Minnesota Department of Transportation, Request for Letter of Interest: Historic Shoddy Mill Buildings Available to Public 
Agencies, May 2005. 
2 "Shoddy mill moves into the future" Minneapolis Star Tribune, 23 Nov. 2012. 
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(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition ofthe property. Describe contributing and 
noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general 
characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of construction, setting, size, and 
significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity.) 

Purpose of Amendment 
The Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse were added to the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP) in 2008 for their association with late nineteenth century Jewish immigration to Minnesota, the waste 
materials trade, and mattress manufacturing. The property is representative of a small but important industry for 
some Germanic Jewish immigrants in Minnesota in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

The purpose of this amendment to the registration form for the 2008 NRHP listing for the Moritz Bergstein 
Shoddy Mill and Warehouse is to document 1) the move of the property to a new site in November of2012 and 2) 
its continued eligibility for the NRHP in its new location, pursuant to 36 CPR 60.14(b )(5). 

Reasons for the Move 
The Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse were moved to a new site approximately one mile north of 
their original location in November of2012 to allow for the construction of the St. Croix Crossing, a new bridge 
over the St. Croix River that will connect the states of Minnesota and Wisconsin. The two buildings were moved 
pursuant to the Amended Section 106 Memorandum of Agreement Between the Federal Highway Administration, 
the US. Army Corps of Engineers, the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, and the Minnesota and 
Wisconsin State Historic Preservation Officers Regarding the St. Croix River Crossing Project: Washington 
County, Minnesota and St. Croix County, Wisconsin, dated June 2005, and in a manner consistent with the 
comments of the Advisory Council for Historic Preservation, in accordance with its procedures as described in 36 
CRF 800. 

The Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse, which were privately owned, were located in the path of the 
approach for the new river crossing. The absence of any prudent or feasible alternative alignments for the 
approach necessitated removal or relocation of the historic property for the construction of the new bridge. 

The St. Croix Crossing Project is receiving federal funding and requires federal permits; therefore, the project is 
required to comply with Section 106 ofthe National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended. As part of the 
efforts to consider effects from the project on properties listed in or eligible for listing in the NRHP, it was 
determined that the project would result in adverse effects to several properties that are eligible for listing in the 
NRHP, including the Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse. Therefore, the Federal Highway 
Administration, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, and the Minnesota 
and Wisconsin State Historic Preservation Offices (SHPOs) entered into the aforementioned Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA). The MOA includes a number of stipulations to minimize and/or mitigate adverse effects to 
historic properties listed in or eligible for listing in the NRHP. Included in the stipulations were requirements that 
the Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Ware house be moved to a new site, and that "the new site and use for the 
buildings must maintain, and not detract from the National Register character-defining features of the property 
and will include an appropriate setting".3 The MOA also stipulates that, upon moving the historic property to its 

3 Federal Highway Administration, Amended Section 106 Memorandum of Agreement Between the Federal Highway 
Administration, the US. Army Corps of Engineers, the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, and the Minnesota and 
Wisconsin State Historic Preservation Officers Regarding the St. Croix River Crossing Project: Washington County, 
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new site, the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) would transfer ownership to the new owner with 
a legal restriction that ensures the historic property will be maintained in accordance with the Secretary of the 
Interior's Standards. 4 The MOA further stipulates that ifthe Minnesota SHPO determines that the property is still 
eligible for the NRHP once relocated to its new site, an NRHP nomination will be prepared and the property 
added to the NRHP. 5 An NRHP nomination was prepared and the property was listed in the NRHP before it was 
moved. This amendment is necessary to document the move of the property to a new site in 2012 and the 
property's continued eligibility for the NRHP in its new location, pursuant to 36 CFR 60.14(b )(5), that part of the 
Code of Federal Regulations addressing properties moved in a manner consistent with the comments of the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. 

Procedures for the Move 
All work was performed in accordance with the Secretary of the Interiors' Standards for Historic Buildings and 
the procedures detailed below.6 7 

Prior to the move, necessary temporary traffic detours and road closures were coordinated with MnDOT, 
Washington County, and the Cities of Oak Park Heights, Bayport, and Stillwater; a traffic management plan was 
also submitted to the project engineer. A temporary haul road was constructed between 62nd Street North and 
State Highway 36, and the area restored after the move. As needed, cable guard rails along the roadway were 
removed in preparation for the move, and replaced thereafter. Any areas of road disturbed by the move were filled 
with six feet of Class 5 aggregate. 8 In addition, no historic sites were disturbed during the move. 9 

In preparation for the move, all existing utility lines on the property were located and disconnected back to the 
main lines. In addition, utilities along the move route were temporarily removed or relocated. The site was 
prepared with heavy duty silt fence to protect water quality during construction. Trees and vegetation were 
removed as needed to facilitate movement of the shoddy mill and warehouse buildings. The existing concrete 
slabs were removed, the perimeter of each building was excavated, and the existing foundation stone below grade 
(from one to six inches) was salvaged. These stones were then numbered, cataloged, and stored for exact 
reconstruction at the new site. The building excavation footprints were then filled, graded, and compacted to 
match the condition of the rest ofthe site.10 

The south and east walls of the shoddy mill had areas of loose and deteriorated mortar. These areas were repaired 
prior to the building being moved. 11 

Minnesota and St. Croix County, Wisconsin, 2005, 13. 
4 Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, Amended Section 106 Memorandum of Agreement, 14. 
5 Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, Amended Section 106 Memorandum of Agreement, 18. 
6 Minnesota Department of Transportation, Construction Plan for Relocation of Shoddy Mill & Warehouse Buildings, June 
2012, Sheet No.2. 
7 Thomas Krier, MnDOT, e-mail message to Renee Barns, MnDOT, December 16,2014. 
8 Minnesota Department of Transportation, Construction Plan, Sheet No. 22-23. 
9 Minnesota Department of Transportation, Construction Plan, Sheet No. 6. 
10 Minnesota Department of Transportation, Construction Plan, Sheet No. 22-24. 
11 Minnesota Department of Transportation, Construction Plan, Sheet No. 26. 
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The previous site of the Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse was a 0.74 acre parcel located at 6046 
Stagecoach Trail North. 12 The parcel was oriented on a west/east axis; the warehouse faced west and the mill 
faced north. Historically, the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha Railway (CStPM&O) was located directly 
west of the Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse.13 

The new site of the Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse is located approximately one mile north of its 
original location, east of Trunk Highway (TH) 9 5 and situated along the western shore of the St. Croix River on a 
3.08-acre parcel.14 The new site is relatively flat and is lightly wooded with deciduous trees; some trees and 
vegetation were removed in preparation for placement of the shoddy mill and warehouse on the site. A dirt and 
gravel access road sited along the former CStPM&O railroad corridor runs on a southeast/northwest alignment 
through the west edge of the parcel. 

The new boundary is oriented on a slightly southwest/northeast axis, and covers an area of0.60 acres. The shoddy 
mill is centered along the warehouse's southeast elevation, and the fa9ade of the shoddy mill faces northwest 
toward the fa9ade of the warehouse. The shoddy mill and warehouse are located 3 7 feet apart; in their previous 
location, they were located 39 feet 4 inches from each other. 15 According to Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, this 
physical arrangement is in keeping with the original siting of the shoddy mill. In addition, similar to the former 
site, an aggregate fill is located between the buildings at the current site, while the rest of the area is natural turf. 16 

A galvanized metal chain link fence surrounds the two buildings in an area that is 105 feet by 80 feet. An access 
gate is located on the northwest fence line. 17 

Effect on Property's Historic Integrity 
Pursuant to the MOA, MnDOT identified a new site approximately one mile north of the original location of the 
Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse that would not detract from the character-defining features of the 
property, including the original stone construction and workmanship, and its semi-industrial setting overlooking 
the St. Croix River. Similar to the previous site, the new site is located within the city limits of Stillwater in a 
semi-industrial setting that overlooks the St. Croix River. Therefore, the Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and 
Warehouse retain integrity of setting. Because the shoddy mill and warehouse have been moved from the place 
where they were constructed and where the historic waste materials and mattress manufacturing activities 
occurred, the property no longer retains integrity of location. 

All procedures related to the move of the Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse were performed in 
accordance with the Secretary of the Interiors' Standards for Historic Buildings.18 This included reconstruction of 
the original building foundations and minor repairs to the walls of the shoddy mill. Therefore, the Moritz 
Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse retain integrity of design, materials, and workmanship. 

The new site previously was occupied by several mills and plants; today, it contains vestiges of that industrial 

12 Washington County, Minnesota, Washington County Property Viewer, accessed December 5, 2014, 
http:/ /maps. co. washington.mn. us/Property Viewer/. 
13 Sanborn Map Company, Insurance Map of Stillwater, Minnesota, Aprill924, Sheet 26. 
14 Washington County, Washington County Property Viewer. 
15 Minnesota Department of Transportation, Construction Plan, Sheet No.6. 
16 Minnesota Department of Transportation, Construction Plan, Sheet No.6, Sheet No. 23. 
17 Minnesota Department of Transportation, Construction Plan, Sheet No.6. 
18 Minnesota Department of Transportation, Construction Plan, Sheet No.2. 
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heritage, complementing the Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse's significant association with 
industry. Historically, the CStPM&O line was located immediately west of the original Moritz Bergstein Shoddy 
Mill and Warehouse site. In the new location of the shoddy mill and warehouse, the former railroad corridor of 
the CStPM&O is similarly proximal to the site. Therefore, the shoddy mill and warehouse retain integrity of 
feeling and association. 19 Overall, the new site of the Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse does not 
detract from the character-defining features of the property, and the property retains sufficient integrity to 
continue to convey its historic associations with late nineteenth century Jewish immigration to Minnesota, the 
waste materials trade, and mattress manufacturing. 

The Effects on Archaeological and Other Historic Resources 
The new location of the Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse lies adjacent to the NRHP-listed Stillwater 
South Main Street Archaeological District and the previously identified Hersey & Bean Sawmill archaeological 
site (21 W A91 ). During the move, the archaeological district and sawmill site were avoided and no disturbance 
occurred. In addition, a buffer was placed around the district and the site; in this buffer area, no earth-disturbing 
activities deeper than 24 inches were allowed?0 In addition, the new boundary of the Moritz Bergstein Shoddy 
Mill and Warehouse is proposed, as described in Section 10, so as to allow a 25-foot buffer between the new site, 
the Stillwater South Main Street Archaeological District, and the Hersey & Bean Sawmill archaeological site. 
This 25-foot buffer is sufficient to ensure that the shoddy mill and warehouse will not adversely affect the 
archaeological district or the sawmill site.21 

The new site of the Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse lies within the NRHP-eligible Stillwater 
Cultural Landscape District (SCLD). The SCLD is comprised of natural and built features that tell the story of 
Stillwater's settlement history, including residential, commercial, and industrial buildings, as well as bluffs, 
ravines, and the banks of the St. Croix River.22 As determined in this nomination, the Moritz Bergstein Shoddy 
Mill and Warehouse is the sole surviving property most importantly associated with late nineteenth century 
Jewish immigration to the Stillwater area of Minnesota, and to an immigrant family's adaptation to American 
economic life. The property is also the only remaining property in the Stillwater area associated with the waste 
materials trade and mattress manufacture in late nineteenth century. In their new location, the shoddy mill and 
warehouse retain sufficient integrity to continue to convey those historic associations.23 In turn, the compatibility 
of the property with its new site means that placement of the shoddy mill and warehouse within the SCLD will 
not adversely affect any of the contributing resources within the district; rather, the areas of significance of the 
shoddy mill and warehouse complement the industrial resources of the SCLD. 

19 The 106 Group Ltd., Bergstein Property Relocation Mitigation Project, Proposed Site Assessment. (Prepared for the City 
of Stillwater, January 2005), 7-10. 
20 Minnesota Department of Transportation, Construction Plan, Sheet No.3. 
21 Renee Hutter Barnes, Historian, MnDOT, phone conversation to author, December 11, 2014. 
22 Landscape Research LLC, The Stillwater Cultural Landscape District, Stillwater, Minnesota. (Prepared for the Minnesota 
Department of Transportation Office ofEnvironmental Stewardship, 2011), 3. 
23 Carole S. Zellie, National Register of Historic Places Registration Form Bergstein, Moritz, Shoddy Mill and Warehouse, 
Washington County, Minnesota, National Register #08000133, 2008, 8-4. 
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How the Property Meets the Special Requirements for Criteria Consideration B 
The Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse were built by Moritz and Bertha Bergstein in the 1890s, who 
immigrated to Stillwater from Hungary and Bohemia in 1879 and 1883, respectively. The buildings were used for 
collection, sorting, and selling of waste materials, as well as the manufacturing of mattresses. The shoddy mill and 
warehouse, after their move, remain the sole surviving property most importantly associated with late nineteenth 
century Jewish immigration to the Stillwater area of Minnesota, and to an immigrant family's adaptation to 
American economic life. The property is also the only remaining property in the Stillwater area associated with 
the waste materials trade and mattress manufacturing in late nineteenth century.24 

24 Zellie, Bergstein, Moritz, Shoddy Mill and Warehouse, 2008, 8-4. 
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The new boundary for the relocated Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse is oriented on a slightly 
southwest/northeast axis. The boundaries for the site begin at a point 53 feet northwest of the northwest corner of 
the warehouse. The boundary extends parallel to the northwest elevation of the warehouse in a northeasterly 
direction, 15 feet from the warehouse, for 150 feet, to the St. Croix River riverbank; thence in a southeasterly 
direction, following the riverbank; for 158 feet parallel to the northeast elevations of the warehouse and shoddy 
mill; thence in a southwesterly direction, paralleling the southern wall of the shoddy mill, 48 feet from the mill, 
for 150 feet, thence in a northwesterly direction for 84 feet; and thence in a northeasterly direction for 84 feet 
back to the point of the beginning. The total area of the new site is 0.60 acres. 

Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected) 
The above described boundaries for the Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse were selected to replicate 
the original site boundary as closely as possible. 

The original site ofthe Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse was a pentagonal-shaped parcel that 
covered four 50-foot wide lots (Lots 3-6, Block 2 ofElfelt's Addition to Oak Park), totaling 0.74 acres. The 
northern, eastern, and southern boundaries of the property followed cardinal directions. The western edge of the 
property was slightly angled, forming a point to the west. The point was formed by the alignment of Stagecoach 
Trail, which extended in a northwesterly direction in front of the parcel, and the right-of-way for the CStPM&O 
railroad, which ran in a northeasterly direction in front of the parcel. The property was 200 feet wide (north-to
south) and approximately 150 feet deep (east-to-west) along its northern and southern boundaries. Within this 
parcel, the shoddy mill and warehouse were located on the northern two lots (Lots 3 and 4). The warehouse was 
located on Lot 3, 15 feet due south of the northern boundary of the property and the southern wall of the mill 
(located on Lot 4) was aligned along the lot line between Lots 4 and 5. The buildings were located 37 feet from 
each other. 

The boundaries for the new site have been slightly skewed to the southwest to be parallel with the placement of 
the buildings, which were unable to be placed facing cardinal directions. The new boundary is five-sided and 
covers an area of 0.60 acres. The western edge of the property is slightly angled and forms a point to the west, 
emulating the point that was formed on the original property by the Stagecoach Trail and CMStPM&O railroad. 
The new boundary is 150 feet wide along its northwest-to-northeast and southwest-to-southeast boundaries. The 
new boundary is 15 feet northwest of the warehouse; the warehouse and shoddy mill are located 3 7 feet from each 
other. 

In consultation with MnDOT, a 25-foot buffer was established around the Stillwater South Main Street 
Archaeological District and the previously identified Hersey & Bean Sawmill archaeological site (21 W A91) to 
avoid adversely affecting the district and site by placement of the Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse?5 

Therefore, the new boundary is 50 feet narrower (northwest-to-southeast) than the previous boundary. The overall 
area ofthe new site is thereby reduced from 0.74 acres to 0.60 acres. 

25 Renee Hutter Barnes, Historian, MnDOT, phone conversation to author, December 11,2014. 
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Photo # 1 (MN_ Washington County_ Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse_ 0001) 
Northwest elevation and southwest fa<;ade of warehouse, fa<;ade and southwest elevation of mill; camera 
facing southeast. 

Photo #2 (MN_ Washington County_Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse_0002) 

Northwest elevation and southwest fa<;ade of warehouse; camera facing southeast. 

Photo #3 (MN_ Washington County_Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse_0003) 

Southwest fa<;ade and southeast elevation of warehouse, southwest and southeast elevations of mill; 

camera facing northeast. 

Photo #4 (MN_ Washington County_Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse_0004) 

Northwest elevation of warehouse; camera facing south. 

Photo #5 (MN_ Washington County_Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse_0005) 

Northeast fa<;ade of warehouse; camera facing southwest. 

Photo #6 (MN _Washington County_ Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse_ 0006) 

Southeast elevations of warehouse and mill; camera facing north. 

Photo #7 (MN _Washington County_ Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse_ 0007) 

Southwest fa<;ade and south elevation of warehouse; setting to the north; camera facing northeast. 

Photo #8 (MN_ Washington County_Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse_0008) 

Southwest fa<;ade and northwest elevation of warehouse; setting to the south; camera facing south. 
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Photo #9 (MN_ Washington County_Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse_0009) 

Southeast and northeast elevations of mill; camera facing west. 

Photo #10 (MN_ Washington County_Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse_0010) 

Northeast elevation and fa<;ade of mill; camera facing southwest. 

Photo # 11 (MN _Washington County_ Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse_ 0011) 

Fa<;ade and southwest elevation of mill; camera facing southeast. 
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Photo #1 (MN_ Washington County_Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse_0001) 
Northwest elevation and southwest fa9ade of warehouse, fa9ade and southwest elevation of mill; camera 
facing southeast. 



NPS Form 1 0-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) OMS No. 1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Photographs Page 2 

Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and 
Warehouse 
Name of Property 
Washington County, MN 
County and State 

Name of multiple listing (if applicable) ---

Photo #2 (MN_ Washington County_Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse_0002) 

Northwest elevation and southwest fac;:ade of warehouse; camera facing southeast. 
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Photo #3 (MN_ Washington County_Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse_0003) 
Southwest fa9ade and southeast elevation of warehouse, southwest and southeast elevations of mill; 
camera facing northeast. 
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Photo #4 (MN _Washington County_ Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse_ 0004) 

Northwest elevation of warehouse; camera facing south. 
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Photo #5 (MN_ Washington County_Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse_0005) 

Northeast fayade of warehouse; camera facing southwest. 
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Photo #6 (MN _Washington County_ Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse_ 0006) 

Southeast elevations of warehouse and mill; camera facing north. 
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Photo #7 (MN _Washington County_ Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse_ 0007) 

Southwest fac;ade and south elevation of warehouse; setting to the north; camera facing northeast. 
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Photo #8 (MN_ Washington County_Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse_0008) 

Southwest fa<;ade and northwest elevation of warehouse; setting to the south; camera facing south. 
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Photo #9 (MN _Washington County_ Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Ware house_ 0009) 

Southeast and northeast elevations of mill; camera facing west. 
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Photo #10 (MN_ Washington County_Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse_OOlO) 

Northeast elevation and fa<;ade of mill; camera facing southwest. 
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Photo # 11 (MN _Washington County_ Moritz Bergstein Shoddy Mill and Warehouse_ 0011) 

Fa<;ade and southwest elevation of mill; camera facing southeast. 
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