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This nomination is for additional documentation for the Immanuel Evangelical Church in Hinsdale,
Illinois, which was listed in the National Register of Historic Places on February 9, 2001. The submittal
updates the Narrative Description to include the alterations made to the property after it was listed.

The Hinsdale Historical Society began a two-year rehabilitation of the church, commonly known as
Immanuel Hall, with interior lower level demolition in November 2006, groundbreaking for additional
access in May 2007 and completion of the project in late November 2008.

The purpose of the rehabilitation was to preserve and upgrade the original one-story, 27x63-foot
building so its upper level (main, multi-purpose floor) could be used by the Society and made available
to the public on a rental basis, and its lower level (basement) could house the Society’s architecture
center and archives that are available to the public.

The scope of the work included the construction of a compatible 17x21-foot, one-story addition at the
rear of the building to improve access (including a handicap lift serving lower-, rear entry- and upper
levels of the building), add new space and free existing space for other uses.

The addition enabled the original full basement to be completely rehabilitated for an office-conference-
archives area, storage and mechanical rooms and washrooms (Figure 1). On the upper level, the
addition enabled the installation of a small kitchen, a concealed mechanical chase, a small closet and a
window alcove in the original rear room (Figure 2).

The upper level, 26x40-foot original main floor was completely refurbished, including its original
features: ten stained glass windows; wood window trim and wainscoting; plaster walls and vaulted
ceiling; chandeliers and wall sconces and a small loft. A computer-controlled light system with multiple
settings was installed, including track lights to illuminate the six major stained glass windows on the
building’s north and south sides at night.

The project’s extensive preservation work included a completely new roof, new gutters, a reconditioned
bell tower and spire, a replica of the original finial atop

the spire, new siding and trim to replace damaged areas, and new stucco on the exposed foundation; a
complete interior and exterior painting, with the latter in a scheme close to the original; new HVAC
(heating, ventilation, air conditioning) systems, new fire detection and suppression (chemical and water)
systems, and new safety and security systems; damp-proofing of the entire original foundation;
insulation of the attic; and upgraded utility services.

The major project challenge was staying within budget while meeting Department of the Interior design
and construction standards (HABS drawings of the building were done in 2001) and detailed
requirements for quality workmanship and materials. This was achieved by working closely with the
project’s preservation architect, construction manager and the involvement of a dedicated core of
Society volunteers.

Including in-kind contributions, the total cost of the rehabilitation was slightly more than $1 million.
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Since the completion of the rehabilitation, the Hall has hosted numerous meetings, receptions, recitals,
lectures, exhibits and other activities, fulfilling the use the Society envisioned for it and re-establishing
its importance to the community.

Originally built by volunteers in 1900, the quaint building with its unique intimate space has served as a
gathering place throughout its existence. The Society has owned it since 2001, after leading an
unprecedented communitywide effort to spare it from certain demolition.

The Hall symbolizes Hinsdale’s generosity and volunteer spirit, is a tangible link to the village’s past
and continues to be an important active contributor to the community in the 21* Century.

Immanuel Hall is Hinsdale’s first official historic landmark, is listed on the National Register of Historic
Places and has won numerous local and state preservation awards.

A current survey (Figure 3) and exterior photos (Figures 4, 5, 6, 7) of Immanuel Hall are included for
reference.
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Figures 1 (top) and 2 (below)
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Figure 3
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F:lglire 4. East (front) and south elevations
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Figure 5: East (front) and north elevations
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Figure 6: North elevation showing rear addition
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Figure 7: Rear addition on West elevation






