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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD 

NRIS Reference Number: 8300489 Date Listed: 6/20/2013 

Property Name: Breslin Building 

County: Jefferson State: KY 

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places in accordance with the attached 

nomination documentation subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 

notwithstanding 1e National Park Service certification included in the nomination 

ocmnentatio . 

t,Jzr;/Zv' ~ 
Date of Action 

Amended Items in Nomination: 

Section 4: Certification 

The objection to listing for the Breslin Building was lifted by the current owners. The property 

retains integrity from its original submission and period of significance. It is now listed in the 

National Register of Historic Places. 

These changes were made after consultation with the Kentucky SHPO 

The Kentucky State Historic Preservation Office was notified of this amendment. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property file 
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment) 
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date entered 

See Instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries-complete applicable sections 

1. Name 

historic Bl:.'e~l.tn :auilding 

and/or common F,tnca,§tle :au,tld,t.ng 

2. Location 

street & number 

clty,lown na vicinity of 

state l<entucky - code 021 county 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 
na district -~ubllc 

· ~ buildlng(s) JQL_ private 
na,_ structure ~ both , 
~ site Public Acquisition 
Ba- object ~ in process 

na being considered 

Status 
___xx occupied 
_na,. unoccupied 
_na work in progress 
Accessible 
_.na yes: restricted 
-XX. yes: unrestricted 

na, no · 

4. Owner of Property 

name W. R. Cole c/o Finca,stle Building 

street & number 305 W Broadway 

city, town Loui$Ville _na,. vicinity of 

Present Use 
na agriculture 
XX commercial 

---*la educational 
__na entertainment 

na government 
na industrial · 
na military 

.na,- not for publication 

code lll 

na museum 
napark 
na private residence 

_.na religious 
___na scientific · 

na transportation 
na other: 

Kentucky state 40207 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Jefte:rson County Coul;.'thouse 

street & number 517 w. Jef:f;er~on 

city, town state Kentucky 

&. Representation in Existing Surveys 

_tlt_le_K_e_n_t_u_c_k_y_Su_rv_· _· e_y_o_t'_H_i_~_to_r_1_· c_S_i_t_e_s ___ h_a_s _thls property been determined eligible? ~-yes aa-:-4'1o 

date 1978 na__ federal xx...... state _na_ county na...- local 

depository for survey records Kentucky He;rita,ge Council 

city, town Frankfort state Kentucky 



7. Description 

Condition 
xx excellent ~j;fljL- deteriorated 

....lliL. good.;. .. ' __:__na.rulns 
na fair na unexposed 

Check one 
na unaltered 

~altered 

Check one 
~ original site 

na.moved date -'"'--"=------------

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Breslin BuilQ.ing is locateQ.-on the :ma.tn !;louthe;!;"n a,l;'tery of the central business 
district of; LouiE;yilleo The B.re~l.tn Bu.tld.tng i:;:o located close to the old YivlCA 
Building (National ~eg.j.f?tel;', 1977), the Heybul;'n Bu.j.ld:j..ng (National Register, 1979) 
and the Bl;'own Hotel (~a,tional F,eg.j.~tel;, 1978). ~ The :;:ot:r;uctur,e li.e~ within the area 
of the Broadway F,edeyeloprnent l;'l;'oject, which .tncludes a major renovation of the 
Brown Hotel. 

The Breslin Building is a six.,..stol;'y, bu:f;:f;.,..bl;'ick and terra cotta structure. The 
Broadway fa,cade consists. of five ba,yso The lower fl<;>o;r; i~ shea,thed in te;r-l;'a cotta 
with entrance in the westeJ;;n-:mo~t bay. The entl;'ance cons:i:..~t~?. of a,n al;'ch w;i.th incised, 
classical :motifs, the large key~tone is adol;'ned with an aca,nthus lea:f;o The a,rch .t~ 

flanked by two colUl~PI? with t'!t.'.t.~ted rQpe-like sha,:f;ts and ~tyl:j..zed aca,nth.u~ lea:!; ca,p.;i.tals. 

The second and third stor±.es a,l;'e a,lso ~;~hea,thed in te;t;';t;a cotta,., The ba,ys al;'e articulated 
by fluted pilaster~? with ~tylised I<;>nic c<;>lurt~ns ~ Tb.e two end ba.y~ a,re IQQ:r'e el.borate 
in b;'eat:ment with ;r;ope..-.J,:j..ke colu:mn~o The wall sur:f;ace .;i.~ adol;.'ned with bas-;r;elie:f; mot.;i.fs 
o:f; shields and gl;'i,f:f;i.ns. The end ba,y~ have -thr.ee c<;>upled windo'!t.'s on each floor and the 
central bay ha!;l paired w.tndows. This pattel;'n of :f;ene~tri:!,ti.on continues c;m the fourth and 
fifth floor.S. The wall area of these :f;loor.s is shea,.tb.ed in bu:f;:f; brick. Texxa cotta, 
panels adorned with shields, ;r;ibbons. and to:r;ches al;'ticulate tb.e w:j..ndows of the two :f!loor~. 

Above the fi:f;th floor w.tndow~ Cl,l;'e terl;'a cotta, pa,nels with ca,rtouche,,:r;.:j.bb<;>n a,nd.cornucopia 
rnoti:eso The s.j,xth flool;' fene~trati,on pa,ttern J;epea,t~ tha,t pf the l<;>weli :J;l<;>o;r; a,nd is 
sheathed in te:r;:ra. cotta, o Setw,een th.e ba,ys a,J;e l?~,l;ge te:J;";r;a, cotta, pa,nels al;'e Hel;'Iijae.-like 
:f;igur.es (fen}.ale :f;onn l;'athel;' than that oi He1;'Itle~J o . On tbe pa:r;apet is a, central panel with 
a fluer-de-lis anQ. l;'incea,u Q.ecoration a,nQ. two pa,nels ·With_ wreaths .and._ sways. 

The major exter::Lor a,lte1;a,tions ha.ve occurn;ed on the first-story store fronts which now 
have aluminum storef1;ont systems. This. is .a c.o:rnmon alteration qnd does not change the arr.ti-
culation of the bays a,nd the impor.ta~ce of the te1;ra cotta decoration •. 



8. Significance 

Period 
na_ prehistoric 
na_ 1400--1499 
na- 1500--1599 
:aa- 1600--1699 
ncr- 1700--1799 
____g_a, 1800--1899 
~1900--

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
~ archeology-prehistoric _na community planning na landscape architecture· na religion 
...na.- archeology-historic -lla.Conservatlon na law - _na science 
___naagrlculture ___naeconomics ____llilllterature _nasculpture 
~rchltecture ...na... education ____!!_C3mllltary ___!!_asocial/ 
~aart ...na... engineering ____!!._amuslc humanitarian 
___Q_~ommerce ...na_ exploration/settlement ____!!_aphllosophy _n_atheater 
_n_acommunications na industry ___Q_Cipolltlcs/government __natransportation 

...na_ Invention .. , .c r • • _ __naother (specify) 

1927 Builder/Architect Joseph & Joseph 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) J • 

The deJ.,:j:oate, :R;el1.fl;f.~f?fl,P.Oe~+n~vt.J;e4 ba,§~;t;el~e~~- .:j..,n t.eJ;"l;'a, cotta, which adorn the Breslin 
Building are a ball~a:~;k o:e the WO:J;'~ one o:e Loui~v;Ule '· 1;3· ~ajo:~; i3,rcbitectu:~;al .:l;ir~s of 
the 19201;3, Josepl:l & Jo1;3eph. The 1;3tructu:re is one of ~eve:ra,l inJpo.rtant coil)Inel;'cial 
buildings to ,]ierQ.ai.n on Bl;'qa.d"!a.Y, tbe c;i:. ty' s ~qst :41J,poxta,nt <;:on}Il).el;'o.:j..al hub 9~ this 
pe:r.:j..od. 

The Breslin Building was conE?tructed in 1927 by Fl;'a,nk Breslin, a genel;'al contractor, 
as an office build.:j..ng. The ol;'ig;i:.na,l pla,ns ca,lled for a later addit.:j:.on of nine stories 
which wel;'e neye:t;' built due to the dep:~;es.s;i.on. Th.e proportions and al;'ticulation of the 
existing building l;'eflect this. 

The building was des·igned by one at the city~$ ~os.t p:~;ol.:j..~ic fi~s of the period, 
Joseph & Joseph. The fi~ was founded .:j:.n 1908 a,nd and thi'iyed duhing tlie 1920s \lith the 
I\ialto T}J.ea,t:t;'e {_destroyed).; the Kentucky Theatre, the Coll)J.l}odo:re Apa:r;-t.ments (National 
Register, 19~82 ). a,nd the DMi:b.nl.oth a.nd W!l.l<;:>w Ter,t;"a,ce 2\part:.n}ents (.Cher<;:>kee Triangle 
N~tional I\egister cli:$tr±ct<June·;·: i9.nn -~ncl liur(J.e]tous .. res·idences- to their credit. The 
:eirm genera.lly ut.:j:.l;i.zed a, delica,te I\ena,issa.nce treatment o.:l; bolder ~ed.:j..te:t;'ranean motifs. 

The Breslin Build:j:ng dertJ.onst,t;'a.te§ the cc;mt;Lnued inteliest .:j:.n cla.ss;i.cal ~otifs :f;ound 
:erequently in cOlllii}erc;i:.al a:r;c}J.:j:tectu:t;'e ;in· L<;n.J;i:.sv.tJ..le du:t;":j:ng tht~ peJiiod. The ten a 
cotta bas-reliefs of the Breslin Building are reminiscent of Quattrecento architectural 
decoration. The figures of the Breslin Building, though three-dimensional in quality 
are compressed against ·the front plane of the sculptured panel creating a strong 
linear pattern with a graceful, rhythmical quality. Terra cotta was a popular 
decorative material in Louisville from the 1890s to the 1930s, and allowed for a wide 
range of decorative expression which was economical The classically inspired 
decoration of the Breslin Building is some of the finest terra cotta work to survive 
in Louisville. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
"Breslin Building," Louisville Courier-Journal 22 ~ay 1927 

"Breslin Obtains $600,00 :Pemit for Six Story Building~ Louisville Courier-Journal 
27 April 1927 

1 0. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property Less tban 1 acre 

Quadrangle name Louisville West 

UMT References 

Quadrangle scale 1:24000 

A~ b lo,sl6,6,ol ~ t2131117,s,ol 
8 W II ,- I I I ,-I I 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
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G LL.J I I ·I 1 ............... __.___. ____ _ H LU I I ·I .,.. j,. 1,__- _,__I~ ......___._ ____ "'--_ 

Verbal boundary d~.JSfrlptiqn a.nd justificatiqn go.•, v 
175 

•. 
C1ty o~ LOUlSV~l e, BlocK. I3 K Lot ll9 approximately ~ 

Building occupies entire lot ~ 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 
na na na 

state code county code 

na na na na 
state county code 

11. Form~ Prepared By 

name/title l oll 

Marty Hedgepeth, D~ector or Researe 

organization Landmarks CommissiAAte 11-2-82 

street & number telephone 502/587 ... 3501 

city or town Louisville state Kentucky 40202 

na 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

_ national __ state / local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

title~ 
For NPS use only 
]' hereby certify that this property Is IWGIL\dew:fn the National Register 

~ ~·Jtp J 

ER OBJECTION 

date 

; Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 

-1 
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Joseph, A,lf;t;ed. s., n ;. Intexv±.ew, ll !\P.11.:i:l 1978. 

"Mortage Ilold.er Purc}).a,ses· :6J!es,l.:i:n Build..:j:ng," Lquisv.t1le Cou;r;ier.-.Jou;J:;nal 
15 Marc}).. 19.38. 
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Page 2 

"Plans to AO.d. Nine Sto:t;.:j;_es to B;iies·l±.n Builcl;i:ng," Lou±sv.:i:.lle Cou;r;ier-Jou:t;nal 
l3 Marc}).. 19 29., 
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