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E. STATEMENT OF HISTORIC CONTEXTS
Associated Historic Contexts:
The Work of George Edward Kessler and the Kansas @ Park and Boulevard System, 1887-1926

Introduction

In 1988, the Kansas City Board of Parks and Reiar&epartment, with funding from the American
Society of Lands, began a landscape architectistdfic survey of Kansas City’s park and boulevard
system. The first survey was a pilot project funtgdhe Prairie Gateway chapter of the American
Society of Landscape Architects and the Missoupd@anent of Natural Resources. This initial survey,
written by landscape historian Deon Wolfenbargeluded the majority of the parks and boulevards of
Kessler's 1893 core system.

The second survey inventoried 60 parks and boullsvalanned and implemented from 1893-1940
created as part of or a continuation of Kessleital park and boulevard system developed in 1893.
Both the 1988 and the 1991 survey, called “ondefmhost comprehensive landscape surveys of its
time,” include landscape features designed and buithifuaction with the system during the same
timeframe.

All but four parks and boulevards were designeavbeh 1893-1922, within the lifetime of Kessler.
Altogether, 63 out of 67 parks and boulevards ptanend built from 1893-1940 had been approved and
started by the year of Kessler's death in 1923ntdkes the Kansas City, Missouri, park system the
most complete fulfillment of Kessler's ideas focigywide network of connected parks.”

The 1988 and 1991 surveys serve as a basis favithitgple Property Documentation Form. Not only
are the parks and boulevards (and associated ésatwithin the system described and documented,
they were evaluated for their historic integritydasignificance. Furthermore, Architectural & Histad
Research, LLC, and Theis Doolittle Associates,, Inow Bowman, Bowman & Novick, who wrote the
1991 survey in association with Tourbier and WaéwsInc., are the authors of this MPDF.

! Wolfenbarger states in the report that it was decided to only survey those parks and boulevards designed by
Kessler and located within the 1893 city limits. Thus, some of Kessler’s initial system was subsequently included
in the later survey of 1991.

2 Cydney Millstein, “Kansas City’s Park and Open Space Legacy,” as quoted in Charles Birnbaum, “A Reality
Check for Our Nation’s Parks,” CRM 16 (1993), 5.

® Tourbier and Walmsley, Inc., Architectural & Historical Research, Theis Doolittle Associates, Inc. “Landscape
Architectural/Historic Survey of Parks and Boulevards, 1893-1940, Kansas City, Missouri.” Prepared for the Board
of Parks and Recreation Commissioners, Kansas City, Missouri and the Missouri Division of Natural Resources,
State Historic Preservation Office, Jefferson City, Missouri, 8. It should be noted that AHR and BBN, the authors
of this MPDF, were authors of this comprehensive survey.
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Of course, with this MPDF, the period of significarhas extended to 1966, explained below. Thus, the
parks and boulevards designed and implemented I83th-1966, not examined in the two studies, are
included in this document. Additionally, the phydicondition of the previously surveyed resourcas w
field verified, re-evaluated, and changes weredafevarranted. Additional resource material hasii
examined and included throughout the report.

Precedents to the Kansas City System of Parks antb®ards

George Edward Kessler (1862-1923), the landscagatect who envisioned and designed the parks
and boulevards system for Kansas City in 1893, igsala strong and lasting foundation for the
system’s future growth. His seminal work in Kan€aty serves as the foundation of this Multiple
Property Documentation Form, specifically the canhtbat provides an overview and history of the
establishment of Kansas City’'s park and boulevgstiesn. Kurt Culbertson, noted landscape architect
and historian, decisively states that, Kesslerggiefor Kansas City was his “greatest work, in gnan
ways as bold a vision of the City Beautiful as tdiculated by the 1893 World’s Columbian
Exposition in Chicago®

In 1893, few cities besides Minneapolis, Chicagd Boston had the beginning of a metropolitan open
space system that Kessler was to implement for &a@sty, though many had great parks. Philadelphia
from its model park known as Water Works (1812} haquired country estates to make Fairmount
Park plus seven miles of a creek valley (the Wiskaim) to protect its water supply. Brooklyn and
Buffalo had built a few parkways. Ashland Avenuesvpart of Chicago's emergent boulevard system in
the 1870s; Atlanta and Louisville were just begmio design their park and boulevard systemsadt th
time.

Kessler was not the only practitioner with an apjat&on of the breadth of scope needed by a laqpésca
architect working at a regional scale, nor washeefirst advocate of park systems, which had atgrea
impact on city planning. Frederick Law Olmsted (28223), often called the “father of American
landscape architecture,” referred to himself sadickingly as a "practical man" and emphasized the
social and business aspects of park planning, Asgemproving the overall quality of life. Begimy

in the mid-18' century, the American Urban Parks Movement strkbskage and connection; evolving
from the winding drives of rural cemeteries andduisions and based on pictorial principles, parksva
and boulevards were quickly perceived as vitaldpantation networks.

Olmsted’s designs, as described by leading histdCiaarles Beveridge, “included the large urban park
devoted primarily to the experience of sceneryhe ‘parkway’, a wide urban greenway carrying
several different modes of transportation . . .\.wldonnected parks and extended the benefits ofqubl

* Charles A. Birnbaum and Robin Karson, eds. Pioneers of American Landscape Design. (New York: McGraw-
Hill, 2000), 212.

® Tourbier & Walmsley, Inc., Architectural & Historical Research, LLC (AHR), and Theis Doolittle Associates, Inc.,
(now BBN), “Landscape Architectural/Historic Survey of Parks and Boulevards, 1893-1940.” 32.
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greenspace throughout the city and the park systedmly two parkways—Eastern Parkway and Ocean
Parkway—were built in Olmsted and Calvert Vaux'sdpect Park Plan for Brooklyn, New York (1866-
74, listed in the NR, September 17, 1980), yet whtse two main routes, the principle of the
transportation network, or parkway, was establisiéese two parkways had a central reservation for
pleasure traffic and parallel ways for service aathmercial traffic’

Called the world’s first parkway, Brooklyn's EastdParkway was designed in 1866. The firm of
Olmsted and Vaux coined the term “parkway” as aiscdéandscaped and wide road built for pleasure
riding or driving. Olmsted and Vaux planned forstparkway “to be the Brooklyn nucleus of an
interconnected park and parkway system for the Mevk area. The plan was never completed but their
idea of bringing the countryside into the city irdhced the construction of major parks and parkways
cities throughout the United Staté’s.”

Built as originally designed, Ocean Parkway is agpnately 5 %2 miles long, and connects Prospect
Park on the north with Coney Island on the soutte d@enter lane, flanked with greenswards, was
originally planned for horse-drawn carriages. Qigghe greenswards are service roads for local and
commercial traffic. While there have been slightdifioations to this historic road, Ocean Parkway
(constructed between 1874-1876) was designatednacdandmark on January 28, 1975 and remains a
seminal work of Olmsted and Vadihe design can be related to the early portiokasfsas City’s

park and boulevard system, specifically Penn Valgth its dual roadway and The Paseo with its wide
grassy median employed throughout its lergth.

Just as Kessler's work in Kansas City was, at tirmhsad of annexation, Chicago, created threeapeci
metropolitan park authorities in 1869 that enalbhexicity to acquire the first links of a metropaiit

park system without waiting for the city to annards outside its statutory limits. Olmsted and Vaux
proposed a park system for the South Park Distri¢B70-1871. By 1880, the city boasted some 2,000
acres of parkland, second only to Philadelphiaisnk@unt Park, established in 1855. With Lake
Michigan as the backdrop, Olmsted and Vaux laidvaatling paths, incorporated craggy lagoons and a

® Charles E. Beveridge, “Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr.” in Charles A. Birnbaum and Robin Karson, editors. Pioneers
of American Landscape Design. (New York: McGraw-Hill, 2000), 277-278.
" Tourbier & Walmsley, et. al. “Landscape Architectural/Historic Survey of Parks and Boulevards, 1893-1940.” 35.
Calvert Vaux (1824-1895) was a noted 19th century landscape architect who initially worked with A. J. Downing.
® «“Eastern Parkway.” http://www.nycgovparks.org/parks/B029/history accessed June 19, 2013. The original design
called for a “55-foot wide carriage drive centered between two pedestrian malls with four rows of trees extending
2.2 miles.” Eastern Parkway was initially called Jamaica Parkway. As Norman T. Newton observed, “Eastern
Parkway remained a pleasantly impressive combination of carriageways, ‘parked’ pedestrian strips, and
overreaching elms until years later, when an extension of New York’s vast subway system was run under its
length and started its downfall from splendor.” See Norman T. Newton. Design on the Land: The Development of
[s_andscape Architecture. (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1971), 596.

Ibid.
10 Kessler felt that The Paseo, “was really a chain of small parks.” See: Board of Park Commissioners, Kansas
City, Mo. Annual Report for the Fiscal Year Ending April 19,1906, 28.
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meadow, the South Open Green. The whole was incatgubinto the World’s Colombian Exposition
and after the fair the firm (Olmsted, Olmsted atidtiEbegan “transforming the site back into parkla
true to their original design,” which included aprenade along Lake Michigah.

Additionally, Olmsted's 1876ketch Map of Buffaloarried forward the idea of a citywide framewofk o
parkways, joining its central park, "The Park" wathbsidiary public spaces and serving the abutting
districts. The linkages were mostly straight anblosdinate to the grid.

Not until Olmsted, Olmsted & Eliot’s work in Bost@md Brookline, Massachusetts, were landscape
alignments linked to natural features, stream yalend upland reservations. In Boston’s Emerald
Necklace (1879-1892), the Olmsted firm laid ounaar park system following the Muddy River, with
pleasure drives leading out from the city to thertoy, each segment reflecting the distinctive
landscapes through which it passed, including #ttevater Fens, the freshwater river valley, theitha

of ponds and the upland woods and fells. HereQtinested firm was able to integrate varied landssape
into a single, unified vision. In fact the diffetéipersonalities” of landscape were emphasizetien t
names chosen: the Back Bay was called "Fér{a"revolutionary idea for its time) and the vasqarts

of the parkway were distinguished as Fenway, Riagrwamaicaway and Arborway. As it stands today,
the Emerald Necklace is a 1,100-acre chain of parks linked by parkways and waterways, similar to
the way in which Kessler created the initial systenKansas City, linking parks by a series of
boulevards, all interconnectéd.

As discussed in the 1994 survey, to further undadsthe evolution of Kansas City’s parks and
boulevard system, it is worthwhile to discuss thiaméapolis, Minnesota system. Though the regional
landscapes of Minneapolis and Kansas City areréffite both cities had grid layouts, were on great
rivers and had prominent bluffs overlooking thelexsd. But Minneapolis' heartland was studded with
lakes, which became joined by parkways and strdightevards to the banks and bluffs of the
Mississippi. Kansas City's equivalent to the lak@s the tributary valleys of Brush Creek and theeBI
River. The grid plan, clearly evident in the citgsre, was a form determinant that Kessler hadadxkw
with, though he found ways to mitigate its rigiditye responded to the limestone bluffs of the Misiso
and Kansas River Valleys by creating North Ter@oe West Terrace Parks, and Cliff Drive through
North Terrace Park and the Colonnade overlookifiy it

™ Julia Sniderman, The City in a Garden: A Photographic History of Chicago’s Parks. (Chicago: Center for
American Places, 2001). “South Park System, 1869-1900.” http://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/history/city-in-a-
garden/south-park-system/ Accessed June 24, 2013.

2 A “fen” is described as a “low, flat, swampy land, bog or marsh.

13 See City of Boston, “Emerald Necklace.” http://www.cityofboston.gov/parks/emerald/ accessed June 24, 2013.
The Emerald Necklace has been designated a Boston Landmark and is listed in the National Register of Historic
Places.

% Tourbier & Walmsley, et. al., 36-37.




OMB No. 1024-0018,

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

The Kansas City System of Parks and Boulevards
Section No._E__ Page_5 Jackson County, Missouri

Kansas City and the Topography of the Early Yeétsdevelopment

Before beginning a discussion of the work of Gedtdevard Kessler and the establishment of the
Kansas City Park and Boulevard System, it is irc$ive to elaborate on the topography of Kansas City
prior to the system’s implementation. Located atdbnfluence of the Missouri and Kansas Rivers,
Kansas City was established on limestone clifistshing from the river valley on the north, the Kaxv
Kansas River on the west, the Blue River Valleylmeast and at the south, Brush Creek. The Town of
Kansas, as Kansas City was first known, develop#teaedge of the river. Four miles to the souib, t
neighboring Town of Westport, plated by John CaMicCoy in 1833, established itself on the Santa Fe
Trail. Merchants of both towns received their gotmidrade at the foot of Grand Avenue (now
boulevard), referred to as Westport Landing.

More than likely, the first trail leading from tH@wn of Westport (bounded on the north by Shawnee
Road, on the west by Chestnut Street, on the §a8y&amore and the south by Mission R8ad
stretched from what is now Broadway Boulevard, maxt Penn Valley Park (over O. K. Creek). It then
turned east to Main Street, then northwest at N8ithet to Delaware, to Sixth Street, and finadigteo
Grand Boulevard to the banks of the Missouri. Mc@ay his business partners found this trail much
easier to navigate than the 26-mile route to Inddpace, a trace that is now the oldest streeten th
metropolitan are&’

As the years unfolded, steamboat trade flourishedging more and more settlers to the Town of
Kansas. During 1849, it was reported that 2,00(p|@eaere outfitted on the banks of the Missourthwi

a trade valued at $5,000,000. As the Town of Kapsaspered, the Kansas Town Company purchased
271 acres of land from the estate of Gabriel Protthe, platted the land and called it Kan¥a®n
February 22, 1853, the City of Kansas was chartered

In the 1858 publicatioAnnals of the City of Kansa€. C. Spalding carefully notes the topography of
Kansas City and the surroundings:

It is very true that the topographical view of aity, at first sight, is anything but inviting tbe
vision. Bluffs, ridges and ravines, seem to be @ md costly place to build a city—and do

' In 1822, Francois and Bernice Chouteau established a trading post, the first Euro-American settlement in the
area, at Randolph Bluffs, on the north banks of the Missouri River. Four years later, a flood destroyed their
structures; they rebuilt on the south bank of the Missouri River, at what is now the “foot of Harrison and Gillis
streets.” See James R. Shortridge. Kansas City and How It Grew, 1822-2011 (Lawrence: University Press of
Kansas, 2012), 11. Francois Chouteau was an employee of the American Fur Trading Company.

1% As seen on an 1855 map of the Town of Westport, Kansas City Public Library. Today, the Westport
neighborhood is now centered on Westport Road and Broadway Boulevard.

' Shortridge. Kansas City and How it Grew, 14.

18 Writer's Program of the WPA. Missouri: The WPA Guide to the Show Me State. (St. Louis: Missouri Historical
Society Press, 1941), 245. The original town site was bounded by the Missouri River, Broadway, Forest Avenue
and (approximately) Missouri Avenue.
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business or reside upon hillside grounds, thuséar@nd uneven, pre-supposes an outlay of too
much money, and also too many unpleasant and tiresealks . . . it will require a large outlay

of money to reduce our hills and elevate our ravitoethe established grades of streets and for a
few years, while the earthwork of our city is becampleted, locomotion will be done without
pavements to walk on, over hills and around ravifies

Historian Carrie Westlake Whitney wrote about teegraphy of Kansas City in 1908, pointing to the
work of cutting through the cliffs, yet saving sowfethe natural formation of the city that was fate
incorporated into the parks and boulevard system:

The cliffs and valleys that were left undisturbatel were utilized to beautify the driveways and
boulevards. In the beginning of Kansas City, bussreouses were built along the Levee facing
the river, with their backs leaning against thenhatuffs. Few of the houses were more than two
stories high. In 1856, the grading down of MaireStibegan, and a Herculean task it was to cut
through the cliffs. The town, with remarkable plwarkd zeal rapidly pushed south and Grand
avenue, Main Delaware, Wyandotte streets and Bragdvere cut through the hills, in some
places eighty feet deef°

And finally, William H. Wilson, in his groundbreaky book,The City Beautiful Movement in Kansas
City, described Kansas City as it stood in the earB0%8prior to the development of Kessler’s far-
sighted scheme that gave Kansas City one of thteob#se City Beautiful parks and boulevard systems
in the United States:

The city was in the rough, a city divided and isetbby limestone cliffs and terraces, banks of
clay and streambeds. Contemporary sources desdfdmeshs City as rugged, precipitous and
uninviting. Streets, alternately gritty dust andegt mud were unpaved. Growth of the city was
haphazard. By the mid 1880s, the problem of catchiglimpse of nature in the growing city
became acute.

Let us build here a grand as well as a great sétiy]l Mr. T D. Bullene, President of a local
citizens group. Kansas City is strong limbed amgllédeaded and now the pressing want, the
imperative want is lungs for our proud, young gimetropolis?*

A thorough description of Kansas City’s topograpfas included in the 1893 report of the Board of
Park Commissioners, which introduced, for the firse, Kessler's scheme for Kansas City, Missouri.
Kansas City, with its “erratic and tantalizing tgpaphy” resulted, according to the commissioners, i

¥ec. e Spaulding. Annals of the City of Kansas (Kansas City: Van Horn & Abeel’s Printing House, 1858), 2.

20 Carrie Westlake Whitney. Kansas City, Missouri: Its History and Its People, 1808-1908 (Chicago: S. J. Clarke
Publishing Company, 1908), 109-110.

2L william H. Wilson. The City Beautiful Movement in Kansas City (Kansas City: The Lowell Press, 1964), 11-12
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delay of any type of plan adapted to the city'sratconditions? The commissioners were well aware
that a carefully planned system would “give duegheio existing conditions and adapt itself to the
topography, avoiding as much as possible forcetesoand forced constructiofi’Kansas City

certainly had much to contend with as they envisthrdesigned and implemented the “most intricate
and elegant demonstration of the City Beautifulgies America.?*

The Initiation of the Parks and Boulevards Syster{ansas City

The parks and boulevards, which are the subjetti®Multiple Property Documentation, were planned
and built by landscape architect George Edward IKe6E862-1923), the Kansas City, Missouri, Board
of Park Commissioners and leading landscape aotkjtaainly that of the Kansas City firm of Hare
and Hare. The system, as it stands today, is ayjrawth of Kessler's 1893 system for Kansas City, a
comprehensive network that guided and coordinatedrugrowth.

Kessler’s initial scheme, planned with a strondkgarard, was both ambitious and progressive. it.is.
far better,"” wrote Kessler and the first commissisn "to plan comprehensively and broadly and
proceed with actual construction leisurely, thaattempt economy in the original plans, expecting o
that account more ready assent on the part ofibkcpand more rapid progress of constructiohThe
plan lived up to this description: it was visionamyscope and it did take half a century to build.

The plan for Kansas City’s park and boulevard sygteesented in October 1893 did not spring from a
vacuum. It was the result of a generation's agmafor parks, from entrepreneur, banker and rdates
mogul Kersey Coates' dream of a grand boulevarlaling the city as early as 1856 to persistent
editorial efforts byThe Kansas City TimesdThe Kansas City Journdleginning in 1872. In addition,
William Rockhill Nelson's editorial tirades in favof parks and civic beautification on the editbria
pages offhe Kansas City Stawhich he founded in 1880, just two years befoesd{er’s arrival, were
vital to the system’s implementation and success.

On three separate occasions dating from 1872-18&1%,to the development of an official park board,
landowner James W. Cook offered to sell 40 acrélsdeity for use as parkland, to no avail. EVée
Kansas City Timesupported Cook’s idea, whilthe Kansas City Journglublished and championed
his plea. Another idea for a park came from Mayepfge Shelley, who in 1878, attempted to beautify

?2 Board of Parks and Boulevards Commissioners. Report of the Board of Park Commissioners of Kansas City,
Missouri: First Report, Resolution of October 12, 1893. (Kansas City: Hudson-Kimberly Publishing Company,
1893), 13.

*® |bid, 14.

** Shortridge, Kansas City and How It Grew, 62.

%% Board of Parks and Boulevards Commissioners. Report of the Board of Park Commissioners of Kansas City,
Missouri: First Report, Resolution of October 12, 1893, 4.
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a graveyard dating to 184The Kansas City Time®ntinually pressed for a “community
beautification” even before Nelson stepped up éopbdium and educated his read@rs.

Nelson, a native of Fort Wayne, Indiana, gave gtrsupport to the first Parks Board appointed in0189
that paved the way for Kessler's pfarThereafter, he publicized the plan's developnmaritributed

land for parks and boulevards, even building padiat his own expense, including Rockhill Road and
Southmoreland Park, and ensured that the neighbdrfrmmw named Rockhill) around his own
residence, Oak Hall, (47and Oak streets) was connected to the park sy¢8=m.Figures No. 7 and
No. 10 in Appendix.)

August R. Meyer (1851-1905) was another key champidhe quest for a parks and boulevards system
for Kansas City. Born in St. Louis to German imnaigir parents, Meyer combined a European education
with American business sense. He made a fortungnimg and real estate before settling in the Town

of Westport and becoming Nelson's neighbor. Heavaature enthusiast and did as much through
public speaking as Nelson's writings to rouse thidip interest in parks. Like Nelson, he researched
parks and park systems in other cities, espeaia@hrby Midwestern ones such as St. Louis and Chicag
to argue, "other cities have them" and "Kansas @égds them®

Due to the high demand for parks and boulevardisiaged by the press, Nelson and Meyer pursued
George Kessler, who had moved to the area to wotk® pleasure grounds for Kansas City, Ft. Scott
and Gulf Railroad (see Kessler’s bibliography, bgldSubsequently, due to Kessler’'s work on a pevat
neighborhood park in Westport, he met civic leadeich as Nelson and Meyer. It was undoubtedly
these connections that led him to work, first agetary to the Board of Park and Boulevard
Commissioners and then as landscape architecgsigrda far-reaching, interconnected park and
boulevard system.

As stated in the 1988 survey, “Before the Kansag (@zirk system could become a reality, it was
necessary to build upon several layers of legaksidt required a board free from political integfece

. a board with necessary powers to condemrcanttol land, and one with an adequate and
independent source of income. Many legal setbac&sroed until a board was appointed on March 5,
1892, which was finally able to meet all the regmients.?® Board members included Simeon B.
Armour (of the Armour meatpacking family); a leagliarchitect, Adriance Van Brunt; Louis

%6 Wilson, The City Beautiful Movement, 3-5, 12, 21.

" The first park board, appointed in 1890 by Mayor Benjamin Holmes, included George R. Barse and John P.
O’Neil. J. H. Lipscomb and George Holmes were appointed by the county court and Mayor Holmes served, as
well. The only improved park that the board administered was a 5 % acre piece of land taken care of by neighbors
“from fear that the city would use the site as a pest house.” See Wilson, 31.

28 Report of the Board of Park Commissioners of Kansas City, Missouri: First Report, Resolution of October 12,
1893, 21.

*Deon K. Wolfenbarger, “Historic Resources Survey of the 1893 Parks & Boulevard System, Kansas City,
Missouri.” 1988, 10. See also Wilson, 40-54.
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Hammerslough, a merchant and entrepreneur; antiem@tal estate man, William C. Glass. The board
thus achieved a balance between business andstast-eterests, and idealists and improvers.

Furthermore, before any property was acquired &k pnd boulevard purposes, August Meyer, the
Board President, consulted F. L. Olmsted & Compdumyng the initial planning phase of the park
system in March and April 1892.In just one year, the Board presented the signifiReport of the
Board of Park and Boulevard Commissioners of Kar@dag Missouri Principally the work of George
E. Keséfler, this wide-ranging report was the badibt triumph in planning for Kansas City and its
future.

Kessler’s first written account of the need a coshensive system of parks and boulevards for Kansas
City was the October 1893 report. In it, Kesslergented:

...a detailed and comprehensive look at Kansas Qityjegraphy and traffic patterns,
population density and growth, its industrial aadidential sections and its prospects for future
development. It was, in a word, planning. It comé¢ai three primary sections: a letter of
transmittal to the mayor; a detailed report form loard and a technical report by Kessler
himself. [There is] evidence that Kessler was fhehor] of almost all of the three secticfis.

Kessler's assessment of the city’s general, phlysaadition included a close look at the city’s wes
bluffs along the northern section of the city, aaraination that, perhaps, was somewhat ironics as i
was the exodus from the neighborhood atop thigghiigi cliff that prompted civic leaders to hire
Kessler. The craggy clay and limestone bluffsvatrgvith squatter’s shanties, were considered an
eyesore—the first view of the city by visitors gegtoff at Union Depot, located 200 feet below.

In examining the west bluffs, Kessler was ofteristed by Sidney J. Hare who was working in the City
Engineer’s office during this period. Hare photgured the conditions of the bluffs for Kessler, who

% | etter to Messrs. F. L. Olmsted & Co. from August R. Meyer, March 19, 1892; April 1, 1892. On April 23, 1892,
Meyer sent Henry Sargent Codman of the Olmsted office a copy of the City charter, by-laws of which were taken
“largely from those of the Louisville Park Commission.” Olmsted & Co. sent a 7-page report to the
Commissioners on April 28, 1892, which the firm referred to as “general advise.” Generally, the firm outlined
“general, guiding principles in selecting parks for cities.” Specific parts of the city were mentioned including the
“plan of widening Eleventh Street, as has been suggested from Main Street, East”, a suggestion that never
became part of Kansas City's park and boulevard system. There were follow-up letters during May 1892. Meyer
wrote to Olmstead, Olmstead [sic] and Elliot on November 9, 1893, stating, among other things, that “it seems to
me wise that our Commission should first complete its plans and recommendations to the City Government before
asking a report from you.” This, of course, was sent to the Olmsted office after the first official park report was
published on October 12, 1893. F. L. Olmsted Papers. Reel 1250. Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. See
also the 1893 Report, 8, which states “The Commission has consulted the eminent firm of landscape architects,
Messrs. F. L. Olmsted & Co., now Olmsted, Olmsted & Elliot . . . and has thereby had the great advantage of
competent advise and guidance during the most important and critical period of its administration.”

3L wilson, 39.

%2 |bid, 46-47. Wilson’s book provides a thorough study of Kansas City’s parks and boulevard system.
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was struck by the underlying potential of this dwek. “Not long after | came west...W. R. Nelson,
editor of The Kansas City Stajwho had championed for a parks and boulevartesysasked me to
submit plans for the improvement of the West Blufflimbed into the tower of the Union Depot and
made my sketches. Those drawings were the firsk done on the park system of Kansas Cify.”

In the report, it was proposed that boulevards eohfitom one scenic park to another. Rather than ad
to the standard gridiron of streets, the plan mes#eof the diversified topography and natural beatit
Kansas City, outlining over nine miles of boulewsaethd over 300 acres of parks. Legally challenged i
the courts over the course of fifteen years, bac&éthe system won the battle mostly through Kilé s
of Delbert James Haff, general council to the gao&rd, and civic-minded individuals. A holistic
approach that included all classes of the populamd incorporated an existing “erratic and taniiadj
topography®* was secured and a framework for future growth reatized.

As outlined in Kessler's 1893 report, three majarks—North Terrace (today’s Kessler Park), located
in the northern section of the city, West Terrace Benn Valley, in the western section of the city—
were established. With Kessler, Sidney Hare hetpeshvision what was originally a cow path into
Cliff Drive, now a Missouri Scenic Byway, a six-ande-half mile, winding roadway that meanders
through North Terrace Park. In addition, severadltantracks of land were reserved for The Parade,
The Grove, and Budd Park (the latter by donationihe eastern side of Kansas City and several
neighborhood parks (See Figures No. 7, 8 and PimeAdix.)

North Terrace, West Terrace, Penn Valley Park dmelHarade are examples of Community Parks as
described in Section F of this MPDF. Larger thaigingorhood parks, they are central to an area of
several neighborhoods. Budd Park and The (Walnudy&are good examples of neighborhood parks,
which serve local residents. Amenities in the ComityuParks often included benches, walkways and
playgrounds.

Regarding neighborhood parks, from the early déydamning for a park and boulevard system and
throughout the ensuing years, Kessler champiorneddled for the small, local parks throughout the

city. In the 1893 report, it was stated that: “[Vé&jongly recommend that the supplying of play-gidsi
and of local recreation and pleasure grounds sheakeive the first and immediate attentidnl"ater in

the report, Kessler reiterated the same and stasedhe:

... wisdom of providing small grounds for theduent use of especially crowded localities
requires no argument . Such small grounds or sgusin@uld be suited to and should contain
provisions for the plays and games of children @nthe same time should be so improved as to

% Henry Schott, “A City’s Fight For Beauty.” World’s Work 11 (February 1906), 7196.

% Board of Park Commissioners, Kansas City, Missouri. Resolution of October 12, 1893, 13.

% Report of the Board of Park Commissioners of Kansas City, Missouri: First Report, Resolution of October 12,
1893, 12.
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serve the purpose of local pleasure grounds wiheréred parents, as well as their children may
spend a few hours, invigorated by refreshing breerel encouraged by pleasing surroundifigs.

Kessler's emphasis on the need for playgroundsudg & 1893, as confirmed by his stance on the
importance of small, neighborhood places to getydnan city confinement, conformed with the
philosophy of the Progressive Movement and wafaah one of the early reformers for the needs of
children. According to Faith Jaycox in her boldke Progressive Erahere were only 87 public
playgrounds in America in 24 cities in 1905. It wasintil 1906, thirteen years after Kessler esgals
the needs of outdoor areas specifically for childtaat the Playground Association of America (PAA)
was organized. Playground advocates argued thadlfeh were more likely to remain safe and out of
trouble” if they had playground$.Kessler promoted playgrounds and small parks,edis and

designed several early neighborhood playgroundsinvidrowded sections of Kansas City, mostly in the
north and east. He purposely stated that a cityldhmt have too many playgrounds, should be simple
in design, with an abundance of sets.

Furthermore, the 1893 system planned to link thgelaparks—North Terrace, West Terrace and Penn
Valley, as mentioned above—by almost ten milegpafkways” including Independence (already in
existence), Linwood, Armour, The Paseo and East @enton). Except for The Paseo, the parkways
were designed with a standard width of 100 feett) @wi40-foot wide central roadway flanked by thirty
feet of parking comprised of turf and three rowsreés, was proposed for the initial boulevardse(S
Figures No. 7, 8 and 10.)

These early boulevards fit within the named propsspes in Section F of this MPDF. Benton, Linwood
and The Paseo, defined as “Intra-Neighborhood Caore provide the overall framework for the
entire system and were designed by George Kesdhde Armour, also designed by Kessler, is
representative of a Major Residential Main Straétd in Section F), which provide connections ® th
Intra-Neighborhood Connectors and/or parks.

As stated in Kessler’'s 1893 Report, “the widthte boulevards will be 100 feet . . .with a central
roadway forty-feet wide and parking thirty feetearch side.” Kessler continues: “Parking would be

% |bid, 57. Annual Reports dating 1905, 1909 and 1910 include significant passages regarding the importance of
these small, neighborhood parks for children.

37 Faith Jaycox. The Progressive Era (New York: Facts on File, 2005), 257. See also Elisabeth Israels Perry and
Karen Mannus Smith. The Guilded Age and Progressive Era (NY: Oxford University Press, 2006). Progressive
Era leaders such as Jane Addams, Lillian Wald and Jacob Riss (a noted photographer) championed the need for
playgrounds. Jaycox states that: “Playground leaders could counteract the influence of street culture on children
and provide moral direction.” The Progressive Era occurred from the late 19" century until the Great Depression
and focused on the quality of life through social reform.

% The 1893 Report, 67.
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thirty-feet on each side . . . and turf seventest wide and an eight-foot walk...with five feet offt”
Curbing and walks were to be of granitoid (condretad the roadways would be paved in macatfam.

The generous width of the boulevard allowed foritievitable widening, necessary when horses were
no longer in use; he remarked about firm footingHorses and vehicles throughout the 1893 réfort.
Although the movement of traffic was obviously pafrKessler's consideration in the planning of the
boulevards, in the 1893 report he states, "Thef dhigcts sought in making this class of improvetsen
are to fix for residence purposes the characténetlistricts through which the boulevards lead| &n
provide pleasant driveways leading from populougers through proper surroundings to points of
especial interest* To do this, the boulevard routes had to meet fequirements developed by
Kessler:

First: The routes must offer good grades. This is nacgsboth in order to reduce cost of
maintenance and to make driving agreeable.

SecondThey must be located in a naturally sightly ldyal

Third: The lands that abut upon such boulevards must becharacter satisfactory and suitable
for good residences.

Fourth: There must be no costly natural or artificial talotes to remove to permit proper
widening of the streets select&d.

The trees were planted in three rows along eaehddithe boulevards and because the trees were
planted so closely together, the “boulevards’ pagkibecame nurseries from which he took alternate
trees for planting in newer parks and parkwdysThe first trees recommended for use were Elm,
Carolina Poplar, Norway Maple, Linden, Ash, andt3tdple. Later, Chinese EIm seed imported from
China were grown and placed on the boulevards, ey grew until a freeze in 1940 killed many of
them?* Many of the 10,000 trees that were lost were laplaced by the hardier American EIm.

The boulevards were designed to connect to theldgrarks and to the city as a whole. Furthermbiee, t
parks and boulevards system not only spurred dpredat but enhanced property value. “The
boulevards immediately and greatly enhanced sudiogrproperty values, while the lands adjoining the

% Report of the Board of Park Commissioners of Kansas City, Missouri: First Report, Resolution of October 12,
1893, 62-63. See also Wilson, 51.

9 |bid. See, for example, pages 63 and 70.

! Ibid, 61.

“2 |bid, 32-33. These four stipulations were mentioned in several early Annual Reports, as well as professional
journals. See especially William H. Wilson, The City Beautiful Movement in Kansas City, 50. These requirements
were the driving forces behind the success of the system.

** wilson, 123.

* The 1893 Report, 65. See also Report of the Board of Park Commissioners, Kansas City, MO 1940-1941, 17.
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parks responded somewhat less quickiyJ” C. Nichols, Kansas City's most successful ape|
wrote that, "The most attractive headline that gan run for an advertisement is ‘on a boulevard' or
'near a boulevard.*® Kansas Citians were justifiably proud of their lemard system. A 190&nnual
Reportof the Business Men's League had this to say @heutansas City system:

No rich citizen is so rich that he does not takdgm driving along the boulevards and none is
S0 poor that he does not feel that a part of thengjd system belongs to him. . . A trip over the
entire system is sure to increase one's admirétiotie system as a whole and to bring to light
many delights which had been hidden from him. Suttip is a succession of surprises and at
last, as the comprehensiveness and completendss fstem breaks upon him at the close of
the trip he is prouder than ever of the great systdich . . . will equal that of any city in the
country?’

By 1909, the parks and boulevard system had explaf@ke Figure No. 2), mostly to the southern
stretches of the city, and most noticeably throthghmassive gift through deed of Thomas H. Swope of
over 1,300 acres of virgin meadow and timberlanbetased solely for park purpo$&sSeveral
community and neighborhood parks had been addethSpalley and Independence Plaza, for
example), as well as several boulevard extensiod€annectors. In 1915, the system grew to the east
with Van Brunt, Belmont and the extension of Linwldmoulevards and to the south with, for example,
Ward Parkway, Meyer Boulevard and a large extengidrhe Paseo (See Figure No. 3).

The parks and boulevard system for Kansas Citydfafleof Kessler's prior experience with the many
motivations of the Romantic Park movement (andetinerging) ideals of the City Beautiful Movement.
It preserved the major topographic features of#lggonal landscape (its river valley, stream camsd
and limestone bluffs) joining them together as @aticmous open space system by boulevards and
parkways. Kessler in proposing civic beautificatine., the nine-block Paseo, was to replace am @ire
slums with a chain of small parks containing formahken gardens, fountains, pergolas and floral
patterns, terminating at its southern end in adjszjuare, The Parade. "Thus the park system was
integrated with one of the principal goals of they®@eautiful—the monumental and scenic
restructuring of the center of the cit}y."

“5 Wolfenbarger, 13. See also Wilson, 127.

* wilson, 127.

*" Frank A. Marshall, “A Drive Through Kansas City’s Parks and Boulevards,” in D. M. Bone, ed. The Annual
Review of Greater Kansas City lllustrated (Kansas City: The Business Men’s League, 1908), 10. Marshall's article
on the parks and boulevard system begins the publication, which is 166 pages.

48 Coincidentally, Thomas Swope purchased the acreage known as “Mastin’s Grove in October 1893, the exact
month and year that the 1893 report was submitted. Swope, a real estate tycoon who had opposed the system in
the early days, had the intention of converting the rolling, wooded land into a mammoth farm. Swope is buried in a
secluded stand of trees of the park that bears his name.

49 Giorgio Ciucci, et. al. The American City: From the Civil War to the New Deal (Cambridge: MIT Press, 1979),
177. See patrticularly Francesco Dal Co, “From Parks to the Region: Progressive Ideology and the Reform of the
American City,” 143-291 and “Parks and Beautiful Cities,” 159-184.
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A comparison between the 1893, 1909 and the 191355 miaKansas City (See Figures No. 1-3) show
how much of the system began to take shape oveetlrs. As previously mentioned, the 1893 system
established three major parks (North Terrace, Westice and Penn Valley) and several community
parks (The Parade, The Grove and Budd Park, theyadonation). It began with three crosstown
boulevards (Independence, Linwood and Armour baurts) and two north/south ones (The Paseo and
East Boulevard, now Benton Boulevard). It propaseekeral neighborhood parks, including that of
Holmes Square, no longer extant. It served the evbity to its then city limits to the south on Tkir

First Street (actually extending into the Town oésport, where Meyer, Nelson and the Hyde Park
residents lived§°

By 1909, several new parks had been added (notiablgutlying Swope Park given by Thomas H.
Swope in 1896), and several community and neighdmmttparks, including Spring Valley, Roanoke,
Troost, Mill Creek and Hospital Hill. Boulevard auectors had multiplied: Admiral Boulevard
extended Independence Boulevard west, The Pasebli@miles to Brush Creek, Gillham Road
(named after the brilliant engineer, Robert Gillpamovered an almost equal distance. West Pennway
joined West Terrace and Penn Valley Parks, anddé&Boulevard linked Penn Valley to Roanoke
Parks. Swope Parkway ran 3 1/2 miles to connecpSwark to the emergent park systém.

The 1915 System shows the historic park systemallyt completed: to the east, Van Brunt, Belmont
and the extension of Linwood Boulevards; to thetlsoward Parkway to Meyer Boulevard, The Paseo
to Seventy-Ninth Street, Brookside, Meyer and S@ehton Boulevards, and Rockhill Road.

By 1920 (the year the last official record by GenE) Kessler was publishedTine Annual Repoxf
1922) sixty-four out of the sixty-seven historiakmand boulevards had been approved or adopted by
the Board of Park Commissioners. Kessler had ad\ttse Parks Boards for thirty years, 1893-1823.

Although there had been some setbatkiere had been many successes: the North (Kpasi\West
Terrace Parks, Penn Valley and Spring Valley Pdahescompletion of The Paseo for nine miles to
Seventy-Ninth Street, the majestic Meyer Bouleaaimed after the first president of the Board) and
major developments in Swope Park. By that time piligic was enthusiastically behind the plan, lgd b
conspicuous land donations by Swope, Nelson, areh@omer on the scene who had profoundly
impacted the expansion of the system south of B@rskk on the west side, a builder and developer,
Jesse Clyde (J. C.) Nichols, (1880-1930).

It is worth restating the major characteristicKetsler's park system for Kansas City, Missouriicivh
made Kansas City so different and distinctivetilk stands as a connected system of parks and

*% Tourbier & Walmsly, et. al., 22.

*! |bid, 22-23.

*? |bid, 24.

>3 Notably the Blue River Valley proposal so ardently presented in a 1912 Special Report on the subject.
> Walmsley, et. al., 24.
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boulevards, servicing all parts of the city, whdeing old and new neighborhoods. It provides
recreation, enhances communities and sustains pyogdues. To this day, the system provides sévera
local parks and playgrounds, adjacent to primahpsts, and distributed evenly throughout the city.

Beginning with the 1905 design for Ward Parkway,ifistance, Kessler's parks and boulevard system
anticipated the city’s expansion to the south.r@wer areas, acquisitions were made in advance of
development to provide a framework for urbanizatieurthermore, it was primarily oriented towards
residential needs: commercial traffic was to bdwded from the boulevards (which explains why
commercial strips have developed on other cityest)e

Even so, not all of the specifics of the Kansay €ystem could be achieved: Kessler was unable to
bring the boulevards far into the (then) CentrasiBass District or secure parks there; Admiral
Boulevard and West Pennway, for instance, stopp#teadge of what was downtown; and some
proposed boulevards, such as Independence Boujevard already commercial routes and had to have
wider roadways than what was ideal. Others, su¢hedrives proposed through Penn Valley Park,
rapidly became conveyers of regional traffic.

However, Kessler’s City Beautiful Movement systevhjle acknowledging the need for urban renewal
and protecting major natural features, clearechwrty homes owned by low-income families and
eventually divided the city, east and west, into separate demographic areas. Even so, the Kansas
City public welfare board were in favor of Kesstesystem for the city, approved its growth to thetls
and to the east and “praised the park board’s slearance role . . .where it cleared places for
recreation, light, and air” in former areas of usidable housing’

The portions that were built through 1927 illusgriessler's vision: as an engineer, he preparedutar
profiles, cross-sections, grading and drainagesplas a planner, he studied the relationship of
residential sites and neighborhoods to the exidiintj-up areas and evaluated the topography and
anticipated lines of development. As a landscapkit@ct, Kessler shaped land, built lakes, planned
drives and walks, planted trees. And as an ardhk&ssler designed park structures, service mgkli
formal terraces, steps and pergolas. With thesegs) he commissioned architects such as Adriance
and John Van Brunt and Wight & Wight for major lolinigs, engineers such as Harrington, Howard &
Ash and John Alexander Low Waddell for bridges; aoalptors such as Robert Merrell Gage and
landscape architects such as Hare & Hare for tigautification”’

Kessler managed to manipulate the grid by brealimthe straight sections into alternate windingsone
so that "the great north and south parkways (hafficent change in alignment and grade to largely

*® Wilson, 127. The Board of Public Welfare’s 1912 housing report stated that, “few cities in the United States
have better housing for the middle class and for a large part of the working class.” 128.
¢ Walmsley, et. al., 41.
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obliterate the impression of formal lines, givingry fine picturesque drives and still directly retine
of travel to and from the business cify.”

He planted thousands of trees in staggered rowlacts, formally and informally. Boulevard rights-
of-way were to be used as tree nurseries of youstgek, which were then transplanted elsewherken t
system after having attained sufficient size.

Without zoning laws, restrictions or protectionsaofy kind, George Kessler, working with an inteding
and farseeing Park Board, gave the city a parkoandevard system that was nationally recognized. In
1917, the American Institute of Architects praisahsas City for “ ‘producing, perhaps the most
complete and well organized system existing in Acaetoday.’ **®

Kansas City’s early lead in planning, the qualitg @ompleteness of the system and eventual support
from civic leaders and the public, alike, made gmests adoption and even its extension in the
Progressive Era preceding WWI. Comparable Kesgiems for Indianapolis (1905), Cincinnati
(1906), Fort Worth (1907), and Denver (1907) werecessful. The park and boulevard system for
Dallas, Texas (1911), came too late to generatéutiding needed to stay abreast of the tremendous
increase of traffic after the war or to pursuedheam of enlightened civic improvements.
Consequently, “today, Kansas City has perhapsitiestfparks system in the United Stat&s.”

As stated in the 1990 Parks and Boulevards Supemaps, the closest parallel to Kessler's park and
boulevard plan was Charles Eliot's work in Boststalklishing the Metropolitan Park Commission
(1892-95), specifically charged with the planniagguisition and development of a regional openepac
system. It was to include five categories of pajgropriate to Greater Boston: beaches and offshore
islands, neighborhood parks and playgrounds, riget$, stream valleys and upland reservatf8ris.
appears that Eliot, like Kessler, laid the groundwfor Boston’s comprehensive system in 1893, the
same year that Kessler’s report was published.

Biographical Information

Both contexts presented in this MPDF involve theknaf several landscape architects and engineers.
While many are certainly significant to mentionisibelieved for the purpose of this document, the
biographies of the two major landscape architeéhtd, of George Edward Kessler and Hare and Hare
(see the narrative “The Second Generation of RarkBoulevards” below), are the most pertinent as
the majority of the system through 1966 was thaltes their respective visions.

*" Ibid.

*8 Wilson, City Beautiful, 128.

%9 Jay C. Henry, “The Kessler Plans for Kansas City and Dallas,” Urban Landscape, Barnard College, 1984. n.p.
% walmsley, 37.
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Biography of George Edward Kessler

George Edward Kessler, a native of Bad Frankenima@ermany, was a well-known landscape
architect and city planner. He was immersed in &drmcademic training and traveled throughout
central and western Europe, where he studied #at garden designs, especially the vastly inflaénti
work of Prince Pucker-Muskau (1785-1871), a widahpwn landscape artist and author, before
launching his career in Kansas City. Kessler's wodtured from smaller, landscape projects to that o
city planning and large-scale urban development.

With the greater whole of the profession of langgcdesign, specifically that of Olmsted, Sr., Vaux,
Wiedenmann, and Copeland, working in the east adabe United States, Kessler pioneered the
profession of landscape architect in the heartlamd.host of cities, Kessler’s significant rostémork
left an indelible contribution to the professionlafidscape design. A follower of the pastoral,
naturalistic style, Kessler was one of the firgagdandscape architects, working in the Midwest, t
depart from the formal plan of civic landscape depwent.

At the age of three, Kessler immigrated to the ébmhibtates with his parents Edward and Antoine,
calling home to various cities including HobokereviNJersey; Hannibal and St. Louis, Missouri.
Kessler attended public and private schools (gramy&om high school in Dallas, Texas) and then, i
1878, he returned to Germany with Antoine whereitered private school at the Grand Ducal gardens
in Weimar and the University of Jena to study laage gardening. Other influences during this nascen
period included the Neue Garten in Potsdam (nowodd\Heritage Site) and the work of Peter Joseph
Lenne, the great focentury Prussian landscape gardener and urbaneslan

In 1882 after a short stint working as a laborerf®Moult’s nursery in the Bowefy; Kessler wrote to
Olmsted regarding employment. In turn, Olmsted acted H. H. Hunnewell, then president of the
Kansas City, Fort Scott & Gulf Railroad Company,ordubsequently hired him. He was paid $40
monthly to design a railroad excursion ground gaaith of Merriam, Johnson County, Kansas,
approximately 10 miles southwest of Kansas Citgstal business distriéf.During his tenure, Kessler
corresponded with Olmsted, with overtones of aesttichentor relationship:

Since the receipt of your last kind letter, | hé#deen very busy improving this place as fast as

circumstances and the means allowed me permittethe longer | stay here . . . the more | like
it . . .Through the winter | will have little to daind consequently plenty of time to study as well
as practice drawing. Can you tell me if and whbezd is a good treatise extant on aborculture

® Kurt Culbertson, “George Edward Kessler,” in Pioneers of American Landscape Design (New York: McGraw
Hill, 2000), 212. The Bowery is located in the southern end of New York City.

®2 The town of Merriam was established by the railroad that saw a need to create an amusement park as a
“country getaway” for the community at large. Completed in 1880, Merriam Park flourished until the turn of the
century, seeing over 20,000 visitors per day at the peak of its existence.
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and especially a reliable description and enunwraif the trees and shrubs native to the United
States? If not intruding upon your time, would yameasionally favor me with your kind lett&#?

Kessler's 1,500 feet of drives for Merriam Park g@ohesion and access to the concessions and
exhibits that spilled out over 40 acfé&hile living in Merriam not far from the park, Kelsr
maintained an experimental tree farm, which henidéel for use in his design, not only in MerriamkPar
but also on other railroad station grounds alomgRt Scott’s route. His successful employment with
Hunnewell’s line, which included other station gnds, led to commissions that were to establish his
reputation and propel his career throughout theddrtates and abro&d.

Kessler’s first major commission came at a time nthe upper-class of Kansas City was moving from
Quality Hill, the once prestigious, mostly residahheighborhood just south of the Missouri River t
land in the Town of Westport, then outside the bityjts. Called Hyde Park, the former ravine was
transformed into an exclusive subdivision, finanbgdamuel Jarvis and C. C. Conklin, who hired
Kessler to turn the craggy hollow, at the centethefdevelopment, into an inviting, suburban loc@le
significance, as well, the project introduced hamearby homeowners and park champions William
Rockhill Nelson and August Robert Meyer, instruna¢td the implementation and success of the initial
park and boulevard plan for Kansas City. Needlesay, as the landscape architect for Hyde Park and
almost concurrently, the grounds of Meyer’s sprag/kstate, Kessler was at a turning point in whes w
to become an influential and far-reaching career.

It is important to note that Meyer had much in comnnwith Kessler in that he was the son of German
immigrants and moved to Kansas City in 1882. Founfléeadville, Colorado, Meyer was a noted
entrepreneur who got to know the rugged terraithefoutskirts of the city by riding horseback and,
besides Nelson, stood as a fervent supporter aitigag the city with parks and boulevards.

The year 1892 marked a breakthrough for Kesslenvdgewas chosen, not as a landscape architect, but
as the secretary and then engineer to the firgi@fPark Board, appointed on March 5, 1892 by May
Benjamin Holmes. August Meyer became presidente8mB. Armour, William C. Glass, Louis

%3 | etter to F. L. Olmsted, Esq., Brookline, Massachusetts from George Edward Kessler, October 1, 1882. F. L.
Olmsted Papers. Reel 19: 614-615. Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. It should be noted that George H.
Nettleton, a prominent businessman for whom a foundation was created in his name, was the general manager of
the Ft. Scott railroad during Kessler's employment.

® According to Merriam historian Myra Jenks, Merriam Park was bounded by the rail lines east to Antioch Road
and from 63" Street south to 75" Street. Unfortunately, except for a few limestone stairs, nothing of the park has
survived.

%% Kessler wrote to Olmsted, “I think | can fairly say that | have gained the confidence of my chief, Mr. Nettleton
... and | hope, will always treat me with the greatest consideration . . . “ Letter to F. L. Olmsted, Esq., Brookline,
Massachusetts from George Edward Kessler, October 1, 1882.
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Hammerslough and Adriance Van Brunt, were appoiatedommissionefS.One year later, Kessler
became the boards’ landscape architect, a posiadreld from 1893-1902.

From this notable beginning, Kessler's career wasake off, bringing him commissions throughout the
United States and abroad. While retaining his m®it;al connection with Kansas City, Missouri, he
went on to plan Park and Boulevard Systems for Mes{1900), Indianapolis (1905), Syracuse, NY
(1906), Cincinnati and Kansas City, KS (1907), Mvdrth, TX, East St. Louis, IL, and Denver, CO
(1909), Dallas, TX and Fort Wayne, IN (1911), Haomnl OH, St. Joseph, MO and South Bend, IN
(1912), Wichita Falls, TX and Terre Haute, IN (192! Paso, TX (1923) and Springfield, OH (date
unknown).

He was called to St. Louis in 1900, where he openechnch office from which he consulted on and
prepared plans for the Louisiana Purchase Expagli600-04), Forest Park (1905), Washington
University (1906) and numerous city parks and playgds, institutional and residential grounds (£907
19009).

His success at Kansas City's Hyde Park led to mammunity plans and subdivisions: he laid out "Plat
Number One" of Roland Park, Baltimore (1891), Ni€hols turned to him to plan the Country Club
District, Kansas City, Missouri (1907). The U.S.udmg Corporation during World War |
commissioned him to design and supervise the aaeigin of four projects (1918), and he teamed with
the Kansas City landscape architectural firm ofe-Hmnd Hare to develop a plan for the new town of
Longview, Washington (1922).

Colleges and university plans, cemeteries, faingdsy State Capitol grounds, State parks and
campgrounds all occupied his attention. His fanteap abroad: he completed plans for Shanghai
Baptist University and Nanking University, Chin®{1l-13) and a residential district, Chapultepec
Heights in Mexico City (1922).

In 1917, Kessler was one of the founding membethe@®Rmerican Institute of Planners (now the
American Planning Association). In 1919 he becamadfitst city-planning consultant to the City ofitSa
Lake City, Utah. In that year, he joined the AmanSociety of Landscape Architects, having declined
to become a member at the organization’s estabéishtwenty years earliéf.

Kessler's papers reveal his health was in declegriming in 1919. On March 17, 1923, Kessler was
operated on in Indianapolis, under the care oHznry Jamesoff While it is unclear what the

% Armour was affiliated with the Armour meat packing company, Glass made his fortune in the wholesale liquor
business, Hammerslough ran a highly successful clothing company and Van Brunt was a noted architect.

" Tourbier & Walmsley, et. al., 32.

8K essler dictated a series of letters to various individuals regarding his health. See March 2, 1923 to Scarritt;
March 19, 1923 to same. George E. Kessler Papers, Missouri Valley Room, Special Collections, Kansas City
Public Library, Kansas City, Missouri.
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operation entailed, Kessler never recovered framllness and passed away on Monday, March 19,
1923. George Edward Kessler was laid to rest iteBeitaine Cemetery, St. Louis, Missouri.

In a one of many fitting memorials to Kessler, FarBuren Magonigle, who worked with Kessler on
Kansas City’s Liberty Memorial, stated:

The East knew him by reputation chiefly, but thistgrofession recognized his eminence is
evinced by the vice-presidency of the American &yaf Landscape Architects he held at the
time of his death. He was also one of the origmambers of the Commission of Fine Arts
appointed by President Roosevelt. He was so guoéetetiring that a list of the cities and
projects for which he had acted or was acting agder or consultant is startliftg.

It is for parks and park systems that Kessler isfshremembered - not just for the planning andige
of open space but for the layout of cities, dissreend neighborhoods in an era before zoning, there
practice of city planning than engineering or lazagge architecture.

Present from Kessler's first and arguably finesk pad boulevard plan for Kansas City, Missouriswa
the all-encompassing, comprehensive scope of lailysia and recommendations: "It was vastly more
than a plea for a few parks. Instead, it was ailédtand comprehensive look at Kansas City's
topography and traffic patterns, population denaitgl growth, its industrial and residential section
and its prospects for future development. It was, word, planning*’ Kessler was aware "of the need
to plan the City Practical as well as the City Bial" "

The Next Generation of Parks and Boulevards, 1927966

Beginning with the implementation of Kessler’s Ipatk (developed after his death in 1923) to the
marked change in the goals of Kansas City’s DepartrRarks and Boulevards that occurred in 1965-
1966, it is logical to end this context at the tiof@dministrative and design transition. While ma
the parks and boulevards designed by Kessler lzathed their potential growth by the late 1920sgi0th
portions of the system still held potential for arpion. As the city moved south and east durinditsie
several decades of the"™6entury, vacant lands provided areas suitabldok development. Then, in
the 1960s, the activities of the Park and Boulel@egartment moved north of the river and shiftesdrth
focus to recreational programming rather than ttieresion of the City Beautiful system.

While it is clear that the success of the parklaoalevard system for Kansas City was due to Késsler
comprehensive design, his legacy to Kansas City makide the work of the landscape architecture
firm of Hare and Hare. It should be noted the gohwork laid by George Kessler and the members of
the early park board made the system easy to nmaifiotathe future. As such, S. Herbert Hare, the so
of Sidney (often referred to as Sid), remarked9B2lthat “Kansas City owes much to the vision and

% H. van Buren Magonigle, “In Memoriam: George Edward Kessler,” The Journal of The American Institute of
%rchitects | (January 1924), 119.

Wilson, 46-47.
™ Kurt Culbertson, “The Life and Work of George E. Kessler.” Unpublished manuscript. 23.
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courage of the early members of the Park Boardla&id consultant, the late George E. Kessler,iind
is fortunate that standards they adopted have imeémtained by succeeding boards.”

Sidney J. and S. Herbert Hare, the father andamistape architecture team established in 1910,
continued park and residential landscape desigrcém@lanning after Kessler’s death in 1923 thrioug
1960.

The Ten Year Plan, passed in May 1931, fundedait)y pnprovements to Kansas City, Missouri’s park
and boulevard system during the next several yégssoved to be a boon for the system that was
already in place, while extending portions of sal’bopulevards, such as Ward Parkway and The
Pased? As in the years to come, infrastructure of poiiofthe entire system was improved, i.e.,
drainage, storm sewers, extension and wideningmoksof the older boulevards and the beautification
of Indian Mound in the northeast section of thg wias planned. Due to the weakening of the economy
nationwide, there were very few new additions ®pharks system during the 1930s; however,
Blenheim Park, attributed to George Kessler, wadgmeoed by the WPA; Central and Dunn parks (1931
and 1937, respectively) were completed and Wastying§tjuare (1938) was designed by Hare and Hare
and constructed with the assistance of WPA I&bor.

The decade of the 1940s proved to be lean yeathdqrark department; they downsized their staff
from 483 employees to 261 between 1940 and 194dpita of the elimination of personnel, there were
nineteen parks added to the system, including MelsdCrews Square, Oak Park, Seven Oaks Park,
Sunnyside Park, Tower Park, and Westwood Parkaneena few, with the majority located in less
populated areas of Kansas City where land was aftoedable. This “permitted improvements to
conform to the established boulevards and parkivesgsad of trying to fit new developments into old
established business and residential districts.”

The landscape architecture firm of Hare and Hareddition to that of park staff, was responsible f
several of the new designs. It should be notedShéterbert Hare, who had been appointed advisor to
the Park Board about five years after Kessler'stdemas dropped from the position in the 1930$1eas
refused to pay the politically corrupt city goveramb during the legendary “Boss” Tom Pendergast

"2 Report of the Board of Park Commissioners, Kansas City, Missouri, 1951-1952. (Kansas City: The Board of
Park Commissioners, 1952), frontispiece.

”® The Ten-Year Plan, spearheaded by Conrad Mann, then president of the Chamber of Commerce, was a seven-
month planning effort and “the most ambitious project the city had undertaken since the construction of the parks
and boulevards.” Voters approved $40 million for city and country projects, which would “help insulate the city
from the depression.” See Harry Haskell, Boss-Busters and Sin Hounds: Kansas City and Its Star. (Columbia: The
University of Missouri Press, 2007), 268.

74 “Project Name and Keyword Report, Parks and Boulevards, Kansas City, MO.” Various pages. Archives, Parks
and Recreation Department, Kansas City, MO.

S Report of the Board of Park Commissioners, Kansas City, MO, 1942-1943 (Kansas City: Board of Park
Commissioners, 1943), 56.
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years. In 1940, S. Herbert’s position as consuliatite board was re-instated and lasted until his
passing in 1960.

With the aid of the Works Progress Administrat/Bthere were also many improvements made to the
infrastructure including the installation of macadsidewalks on various portions of the parks and
boulevard system such as Van Brunt Boulevard aagdaving of the western drive of Ward Parkway
from Meyer Boulevard south to P Btreet!’ Swope Park, visited by more than a million people
annually, received the majority of the availablading for several improvements and new facilities,
including a new swimming pool constructed with WkRAor."®

One of the most important projects to be compleigthg the early years of the 1940s was Jacob L.
Loose Memorial Park. The park’s initial design vie@gun by Sid Hare with the Municipal Rose
Garden, which is sited at the northern sectiomefgark. Subsequently, Sidney and Herbert designed
the overall plan for the 80-acre park. It provedbéoa fitting transition between the last years of
Kessler's work in the city and the transition toeav era in park planning and design, as Loose Wask
designed in the spirit of the City Beautiful Movemhehampioned by Kessler.

Writing to John A. Moore, president of the Kanséty Board of Park Commissioners in 1944, S.
Herbert Hare commented about park planning andydHare was retained as consultant to the Board
of Park Commissioners, both in planning for theeaston of the system as a whole and for the
development of individual park areas beginning94Q, after he was reinstated (see above). In his
letter, Hare spoke about the value of continuitpank planning:

With the high standards and traditions of the pas,indeed a privilege to carry on this

planning work. Notwithstanding past accomplishmentsthere are a number of deficiencies in
the present park system. Several parkways and\mrdleonnections are needed to supplement
the original basic pattern and these are beingedduéEven more important, a considerable
number of additional local recreational areas aeded to provide playground and playfield
facilities within easy reach of the population...bidéion, much planning of new improvements
in existing parks is constantly needed. Few ofpiduks have reached their ultimate development
and changing requirements often dictate changpbysical arrangement ... The value of careful,
continuous planning through the years is still garing to bear fruit?

While there were three new parks added to the sydteing the 1950s (Brookside, Cleveland and
Ivanhoe), the vast majority of activity surroundbd boulevards and parkways (as urged by Herbert

"® The Five-Year Plan, drafted by the Park Board, was a development plan that included the revival of WPA work
[7:)7r0jects, yet funded, in part, by the Park Department. Park Report, 1941, 38.

Ibid, 11.
’® Ibid, 13.
" Letter to John A. Moore, President, Board of Park Commissioners from S. Herbert Hare (Hare and Hare), dated
February 9, 1944. Included in the Report of the Board of Park Commissioners, Kansas City, MO 1942-1943.
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Hare in his letter to the Commissioners), including creation of Volker Boulevard through the crdtu
center of the city adjacent to the Nelson-Atkinsséum of Art near the Country Club Plaza. Completed
in two separate phases, this important east/westemtion was touted as the “largest single
accomplishment of recent yeafS.Projects such as Brush Creek Boulevard, sectibhmaood,

Gillham Road, Warwick Boulevard, Broadway, Westdeaand Pershing Road, many of which were
started in the late 1940s, were completed duriedalowing decade. Yet, the most ambitious program
of the 1950s was that of public recreation, contiguhe tradition espoused by Kessler throughasit hi
tenure with Kansas City. Picnic grounds, trailanis courts, softball diamonds, swimming pools, and
nature study were provided and maintained by thk g@partment. The majority of these projects were
funded by a $614,000 bound program, which passawteys on February 16, 198b.

Other accomplishments during the 1950s, as intbeéqus decade, were mostly related to
infrastructure. Curbing, sidewalks, and resurfa@ng sealing boulevards (modernization) were
implemented. Ongoing work on Swope Park and theatambLoose Park were either undertaken or
planned for the near future. While the firm of Harel Hare was retained as consultants to the Park
Board, most of the specific work was the respofigiof local construction firms (Sharp Brother’'s
Construction Company, American Paving and Consomncompany, O’Donnell Bros Construction
Company, and Musselman and Hall Construction Cojpd&atrick H. Crane (Construction Engineer),
Adrian D. Beatie (Senior Civil Engineer), WilliamAyres (Senior Engineering Draftsman) and Edward
Buehler Delk (Principal Architect; part-time), wetee key personnel during this period of park and
boulevard activitie§?

A series of neighborhood parks and playgroundstoacted from 1949 through 1956 accomplished
Kessler’s initial endorsement to place these spaks in densely populated neighborhoods throughout
the city. While some of these neighborhood parksadjacent to boulevards, many are located to the
east of Benton Boulevard and west of the Blue RiXadley. Kessler was keenly aware of their
importance (see context, above), as collectivedy tre part of a citywide system, not merely an
isolated and unrelated feature. In keeping withska's intention, these small parks, most with nsbde
landscaping, have always served its respectivé pmgaulation.

Park activity in the late 1950s shifted north of tiver when acreage was acquired for the future
development of parkland. In 1957, approximately @bfes were condemned to establish a park system
in Kansas City North. While land was acquired & time, many of the parks were not fully
implemented until the decade of the 1960s duedméed to finish design work and obtain necessary
funding.

% Report of the Board of Park Commissioners, 1951-1952, 36.

® The Kansas City Star, 17 February 1950, 7.

82 Engineering & Planning Division, Kansas City Park Department, “Kansas City, MO Park Dept. Construction &
Engineering Progress Report, 1955,” 1-16. Land acquisition during the 1950s included approximately 750 acres
condemned to establish the beginnings of a park system in Kansas City North. The system located north of the
Missouri River is not within the boundaries of this MPDF.
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Another turning point in the history of the ParldeBoulevard department came about during the 1960s
when a merger with the Welfare Department (whichuded a Recreation Division formed in 1940),
consolidated the Recreation Division of the Welfaspartment with the Park Department, creating the
Parks and Recreation Department of Kansas Citysdis. This change “ushered in a new era of
planned community recreatidfi"throughout the city. Similar mergers took placeas the nation

during a twenty-five year period and changed thpleamis of activity, management, and planning. In
Kansas City, Kessler’s ideology in designing paakd boulevards was no longer the priority of the
department. In order to accomplish new goals, Kau@sty voted overwhelmingly for a charter
amendment on November 1966, resulting not onlynanging for the former Parks and Boulevards
Department to the Parks and Recreation Departrhahglso creating a new focus of activity for
generations to come.

These shifts in park and boulevard design and ictiy neighborhoods north of the river, coupledhwi
a new emphasis on recreation and cultural actipitgcisely justifies 1966 as the end date of theode
of significance.

Biography of Hare and Hare

Sidney J. Hare (1860-1938) was a protégé of Gebrdessler and engineer for the City of Kansas
City, Missouri, during the early years of his caydé85-1896. After becoming superintendent of Bore
Hill Cemetery in the southern part of Kansas Citg anaking it into a combination botanic gardend bir
sanctuary and arboretum, he opened his own firfn ah S. Herbert Hare (1888-1960), newly returned
from Harvard in 1910. Like Kessler, their practigas as much city planning as landscape architecture
and gained national and international attention.

In 1913, Kessler asked Hare & Hare to do theit freject in Swope Park (Shelter #2) and the firm
remained associated with various aspects of tHéspdetailed design throughout the 1920s to the
1940s. As co-professionals, the Hares had deepceekpy Kessler and worked sympathetically with
him and continued in his style after his deaththilnsame year (1913), Hare & Hare began work on
Nichols' Country Club District, for which Kessleadh provided an overall plan in 1907 and the
boulevard framework with Ward Parkway (1911) anddkside Boulevard (1913). Kessler was
immensely admiring of Nichols' sensitive developim&r'the new territory ... south of Forty-seventh
Street,® a regard which was fully reciprocated by Nichals Kessle®

% The Parks & Recreation Department. “A story of the development of the Parks and Recreation Department
ublished on the occasion of its Diamond Jubilee, 1892-1967.” Copy, 10.
4 .
Shortridge, 131.
8 | etters to Kessler from J.C. Nichols in the Kessler Papers reveal the sincere respect between the two. Kessler
also wrote of the Country Club District in the Park Commissioners Annual Reports early in its development.
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A formidable collaboration between Kessler, Harél&e and Nichols, and symptomatic of the degree
to which landscape architects had become city jglemmvas the new town of Longview, Washington in
1922, the largest preplanned city of its time aédiVashington, DC.

Beginning in 1913 through the 1930s, Hare & Hasnpkd many of Nichols' subdivisions in the Kanss
City, Missouri’'s Country Club District and in Migsi Hills, Kansas, across the state line in Johnson
County, Kansas, in the winding, highly picturesquede which became the firm's hallmark. Herbert
was directly involved in the design of many neigtifamd entrances, small parks, and settings for
Nichols' art objects. He designed the footbridgess Brush Creek to Nichols' Country Club Plaza in
1928.

The Hares worked on Loose Park from 1929 to th@498id completing the planting plan for the
parks’ Municipal Rose Garden in 1937, a year belfisedeath. Hare & Hare retrofitted several of
Kessler's smaller parks during the 1940s and 1%2@%$) as Ashland Square, Hawthorne Park and
possibly the northern part of Spring Valley Pagn@med Nelson C. Crews Square).

To complete the Kessler/Hare & Hare story, Herb@atle the design for the setting of two of the park
system's most symbolic memorials. One, never bwds for Andrew Drips, the father of Catherine
Mulkey who, with husband William, gave the land Kansas City's first park. The other, an entrance
gate and steps, was for the Swope Memorial to carmorete Thomas S. Swope's extraordinary gift to
the city of over 1,300 acres for the city's gregpask, only now entering full development a centur
later with the implementation of a new Master Plan.

Conclusion

The American Institute of Planners meeting in KanSay in 1917 praised Kessler's work in Kansas
City as “perhaps the most complete and well orgahiystem existing in America today. Kansas
City enjoyed “almost one acre of park space toyetiendred persons in the community, a showing
equaled by hardly any city in the country, exceptsington, DC ¥’

An appreciation by the American Institute of Areuits (AlA) in 1924 named Kessler as "the creative
genius" to whom "August R. Meyer, W.R. Nelson and.Paff were godfathers (or sponsors) in
baptism . . . Kessler saw the possibilities ofstream bottoms as parkways, with all their implmad

of easy gradients for roads and paths, as theptabiity as links in a “chain of parks” that would
distribute breathing places throughout the futute tterally take the parks to the people ratti@an
force the people to travel long distances to thepA®

8 As quoted in Wilson, 128.

*" Ibid.

8 “In Memoriam, George Edward Kessler,” Journal of the American Institute of Architects 12 (February 1924),
118-119.
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Later authors such as historian William H. Wils@vé confirmed these assessments. Wilson concludes
that:
Kessler and his associates accomplished more tme sritics have credited City Beautiful
planners with achieving. They demolished slumsfieshiand zoned the city, provided greatly
expanded recreational facilities and replaced egbnwith beaut§’

Judged by its contemporaries, the system for Ka@ggsvas one of the best, if not the best, fotiitse.

It was the most completely realized system, largeijt out under the guidance of its original desig
who drove its development for over thirty years aadsed on the role to protégés, primarily Hare and
Hare, who continued the plan's ultimate completiaring the next forty years.

Kansas City's system of parks and boulevards repted the most creative amalgamation of Romantic
Park and City Beautiful ideas: there were, natsatigliparks and formal gardens, picturesque landscap
and urban beautification. There was, also, the mresttive method of financing these costly
improvements, equally accepted by hardheaded ksssimen, social reformers, urban boosters and
lovers of natur&®

The Kansas City, Missouri, system was extraordiyarticcessful and remains successful to this day. |
had the momentum to expand even in Kessler'srhifefind to continue to grow afterwards through the
1950s and 1960s and into the present. Much ofilterlt system has survived in recognizable form
and overall, the historic integrity of the systeamains intact and in good condition. Almost altfué
properties that were acquired in accordance witsskeg's recommendation (in addition to some highly
fortunate donations of land - Budd, Swope, Nelt@mose, Nichols) remain under today's Parks Board,
the Board of Park and Recreation Commissioffers.

Some boulevards and parkways now carry commensthtammuter traffic. However, many more
continue to serve their original function as intigighborhood connectors and distributors. With kans
City having its share of regional Interstates,libalevards provide a secondary movement system that
is still maintains its original intent to connebetcity.

As for original materials and workmanship, manykgastill retain their dramatic land configurations
and striking topography, remarked on so frequentiye earlyAnnual ReportsThe few water bodies in
the parks remain and some were renewed (Loosejgmnented (Spring Valley). Circulation routes
within and between the parks are still mostly intatspite of traffic demands. Vegetative pattdnase
evolved slowly over time. Age and attrition havkea their toll on some of the vegetation and are
particularly difficult to combat in the boulevardgyw reduced to mostly a single row of mature trees
with breaks and interruptions (being countered hgaing replanting programs). However, some of the
boulevards, such as the northern end of Broadveagntly have been renewed. And, best of all, Ward

8 Wwilson, 128.
% Walmsley, et. al., 45.
L |bid., 47.
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Parkway was designated as a “Great Street” by therf&an Planning Association through Great Places
in America.

The local construction tradition of limestone waflgers, stairs, shelters, grilles and picnic talie
evidenced in many parks and some boulevards a&rdiit levels of refinement. In many boulevards and
some parks, the emphasis on civic embellishmenticpkarly fountains, is clearly apparent. Therais
continuing interest in maintaining this tradition.

The feeling of an earlier time and place is, inegah still strong and the historically significant
association with the early park and boulevard nmekekept alive in many places. But the whole 1s fa
greater than the parts. The system itself is armesdinary achievement which a hundred and twenty
years later merits National Register listing. DaBiernham's words about "big plans” can be appieed
Kessler's park system for Kansas City, Missouri: *a noble, logical diagram once recorded veler
die but long after we are gone will be a livingij asserting itself with ever-growing insistencs.”

2 ps qguoted in, Thomas S. Hines. Burnham of Chicago, Architect and Planner (New York: Oxford University
Press, 1974), 23.
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F. ASSOCIATED PROPERTY TYPES

The Associated Property Types named in the Kangg<$S¢stem of Parks and Boulevards MPDF are
all related to the two associated contexts asiiikhin Section E: “The Work of George Edward
Kessler and the Kansas City Parks and Boulevarde®y 1887-1926" and “The Next Generation of
Kansas City’s Parks and Boulevards 1927-1966.” &lpesperty types often include historic and/or
non-historic resources such as buildings, strusfiseulpture, memorials, fountains, etc., that are
associated with a particular park or boulevard hitach property type, a few examples of these
features are listed and linked, when appropriaté)eir significance. It is important to point dbat the
types and features listed in Section F may neée@ t@evaluated should any of the resources bededlu
in a nomination as changes to the two previousntorees mentioned in Section E, above, may take
place.

Each of the descriptions of the property types ezrates defining characteristics. Certain roads,
circulation paths, walkways, paved play areas,itecourts, basketball courts, etc., have been @wng

or modified over time and in many instances origguafaces have been repaved, playground equipment
(and other furnishings) has been updated due #videited condition and/or current code requiresient

While these features are important to the oveualtfion, especially that of a park, the changes are
typically compatible with the overall historic claater. For example, there are instances where
circulation paths have been paved with asphaltth®isize and width has not been significantly
changed, unless ADA guidelines were required. biiteh, many of the boulevards have been
resurfaced since they were initially constructéds ts warranted due to an increase in traffic miodles
of transportation through the years. In most cdsiefyric alignments and widths were adhered to
throughout the system, thereby retaining overadgrity.

A statement of significance and registration reguient for each Associated Property Type is included
in the following narratives.

For an alphabetical listing of the parks and boailds and their respective property type, refer to
Appendix A at the end of this document. To aidny &uture park and boulevard evaluations, espsgciall
at the time when new Park and Recreation staffBoatd of Park Commissioners are named, an
expanded narrative for each park and boulevard eahior this MPDF is also included in an appendix
and may serve as a design guideline, as well.
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Regional Parks

Regional Parks for purpose of this study are ddfeeeparks over 500 acres serving the entire
metropolitan area, Regional Parks typically incluglereational facilities, both active and passive.
Examples of such facilities could include: sporetdls, amphitheaters, nature centers, community
centers, golf courses, lakes, streams, trails, oamfpcilities and open space. In addition, a reglo

park would also have wilderness areas where thealdandscape of the region is intact. T893
Reportthat outlined a comprehensive system of parksbautevards strongly urged to “provide a large
rural scenic park® in Kansas City, “with the purpose of selectingddor at least one of these great
outer parks ultimately needed and hoping that swcjuisition might be madé®

Within Kansas City’s Park and Boulevard Systemrahge one regional park covering 1,763 acres. The
Big Blue River and its associated tributaries lits¢he park in a generally north-south direction.
Physically the Blue River and its flood plain cotiee middle one-third of the parkland. The western
third of the park is open parkland ascending griglél@am the river to the park's main entrance at
Meyer Boulevard and Swope Parkway. The easterd Has extensive woodlands and substantial
slopes, which rise to the parks two high point€atp Lake of the Woods and Swope Memorial Golf
Course. The park layout is an interesting mix dhlformal landscapes such as “The Mall” and natural
landscapes including, “Lake of the Woods” and tamerous hiking and walking trails with the wooded
areas of the park. Circulation within the vast oape also reflects this mix of formal verses ratur
design approaches. Broad Parkways of asphalt amzete curb and gutter with planted medians serve
as the formal entry, while generous, winding asptealdways wind through the rolling topography of
the park serving to connect the many park facditi&ormal parking lots are provided for the larger
facilities within the park, while on street parkiiggincorporated within the park for the smallegre
natural park uses.

This park provides many recreational opportunisiganning a wide breath of types. Examples of
cultural and educational opportunities includeri@ht Theater (an outdoor amphitheater), the Kansa
City Zoo, Lakeside Nature Center and The Battlgvektport Visitor Center and Museum. The regional
park also provides numerous athletic facilitiesafying scales including: two golf courses, soccer
facilities for local amateur players use as welpectice facilities for the cities professionatser team
and a large Community Center. In addition thereaése a number of smaller scale recreation
opportunities commonly found in regional parks. Epées of these facilities include, baseball and
softball fields, disk golf, jogging and hiking tigi and numerous picnic shelters including the lglusi
Pavilion, a large neo-classical structure. Theawegi park also includes many memorials and historic
markers within the vast park. The most notablecstine is the Swope Memorial—the final resting place
of Col. Thomas H. Swope who donated the land ferpidrk to the city.

% Report of the Board of Park Commissioners of Kansas City, Missouri,1893, 8.
9 Report of the Board of Park Commissioners of Kansas City, Missouri,1905. Kansas City: Board of Park and
Boulevard Commissioners, 26.
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Significance

Regional Parks appear to be eligible for listinghea National Register of Historic Places undeteCia
A'in the areas of Community Planning and DevelogmBransportation, Entertainment/Recreation and
Social History. In community planning, a RegionatiPsuch as Swope Park has historically influenced
and continues to be important to the metropolita@aauniting not only neighborhoods throughout the
city, but outlying areas on both sides of the diate(Missouri and Kansas), as well. Additionally,
Regional Parks help to define the overall charaaftercity, establishing an area of “country” wittthe
city. In transportation, a Regional Park maintarsnnection to the overall boulevard system of
roadways. In entertainment/recreation, a Regioagk provides the opportunity for a wide variety of
activities including, but not limited to, sportsusic, picnics, hiking, boating, and fishing. In &bc
History, Regional Parks more than likely demonstthe history of race relations, germane to Kansas
City, eventually achieving a classlessness ofiggors. Race relations, specifically involving t8aope
Park swimming pool, became a national issue. Wheas completed in 1942, only whites were
allowed to use the facility. On January 15, 1992r§ood Marshall (later a U.S. Supreme Court
Justigg), along with the NAACP, spearheaded a degagion of the all-white Swope Park Swimming
Pool:

Regional Parks may also be eligible under Crite@on the areas of landscape architecture and
architecture. For example, a Regional Park su@®waspe Park may be eligible as a representation of
the work of landscape architects George Kessletardthe firm of Hare & Hare, encompassing both
historic contexts as described in Section E. Funtloee, individual historic resources, designed lefl-w
known local architects, as well as the WPA andPMfA and CCC, for example within this type of park
such as, but not limited to shelters, bandstam@sitérs, bridges, memorials, golf courses and Ispuse
swimming pools and boathouses, greenhouses and paties, may be eligible either as a grouping or
in some cases, individually.

Because of the ongoing work over a span of time park of this size, this property type is assecidd
both historic contexts, as defined in Section Ehaf MPDF: “The Work of George Edward Kessler and
the Kansas City Parks and Boulevards System, 182%-1and “The Next Generation of Kansas City’s
Parks and Boulevards 1927-1966.”

Registration Requirements

Regional Parks, as designed during the periodgoifstance 1887-1966, must retain the vast majority
of location, design setting, materials, workmansfepling and association, thereby conveying its
historical significance. The overall character &tegional Park, with its naturalistic landscape and
planned recreational spaces, in addition to itgedazollection of historic features (buildings,usttures,

% Judge Albert Ridge, a U.S. District court “ruled against Kansas City and declared that segregation at Swope
Park Pool violated the Fourteenth Amendment because the Swope Pool was superior in amenities and location.”
http://www.kclibrary.org/?q=blog/week-kansas-city-history/water-rights, accessed March 25, 2014.
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fountains, memorials, etc.) must retain integrtyrthermore, spatial relationships, topography,
vegetation, design intent, architectural featured @rculation systems must be maintained. Whed lan
acquisitions have been made to the initial bourdathe new additions must be designed to
accommodate the initial intent of the park. Whedern features have been added, these must be in
keeping with the park’s design and intent. Wherditazhs or changes to the park have been made, they
must retain the majority of the character defifi@atures that makes its historic character clearly
recognizable. Furthermore, a Regional Park’s olerajinal intent and function, that of passive and
active recreation, must be maintained and respd¢lastedghout the years.

At the time of this writing, Swope Park, the sokample of a Regional Park in Kansas City, remains i
excellent condition; however, should the physideracter of the vast landscape or its associated
features change, these modifications may resatiagative impact on the existing integrity. It is
important to note that if future additions or machtions occur to the landscape or any of the aatsut
historic features (see above), they must relatbamriginal design intent in character and mal®rias
stated inNPS Bulletin 18should any major adjacent encroachment take péaicd as highways,
parking lots and new buildings, these changes “malgte the original design intent and intrude upon
the property.®® The same should be taken into account for anplstiad views, i.e., sight lines to
buildings, monuments, or other features withinghek. A case in point is the newly constructed Ssvop
Park Community Center placed at the northwest canehe south side of B3Street. As it is built into
the hill, it minimizes the vertical intrusion. lisse of modern materials in construction and detili
reflects contemporary park architecture.

Community Parks

Community Parks are generally defined as larger treaghborhood parks and central to an area of
several neighborhoods. While some are smallerreage, they provide a central park, of sorts, s@rvi
the adjacent and surrounding neighborhoods. Atithe of this writing, there are nine Community
Parks examined as part of this MPDF, with landisatanging from the 13.8-acre Frank A. Theis Park
to the 306-acre North Terrace Park. Four of theskspwere recommended in th893 Reportthree
were subsequently designed by Kessler, as wel @esigned and implemented within “The Work of
George Edward Kessler and the Kansas City Park8antbvards System, 1887-1926” contexts). The
remainder of these parks were designed and implietém the “Next Generation of Parks and
Boulevards.”

Although the Community Parks vary widely in sizethin each park there are a number of facilities
common to all. Open space for both passive andeactcreation is the largest component within the
Community Parks. Many have natural bodies of watteviding visual interest as well as recreational
opportunities. Park shelters (both historic andemporary), playgrounds, recreation fields and

% National Register Bulletin 18: How to Evaluate and Nominate Designed Historic Landscapes.
http://www.nps.gov/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb18/nrb18 5.htm accessed March 24, 2014.
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recreational trails are abundant. In addition, miber of the Community Parks within the system
contain signature facilities including The Lauraners Smith Memorial Rose Garden within Loose
Park, the historic Colonnade within North Terraeek?and Liberty Memorial and Mall (NR and NHL,
2000 and 2006, respectively) located within Pentleyd@ark. A number of Community Parks include
indoor community centers, which provide a wide mngindoor recreational facilities for the parleus

Significance:

Community Parks appear to be eligible for listinghe National Register under Criteria A in theaare

of Community Planning and Development, Transpatatand Entertainment/Recreation. In community
planning, Community Parks have historically beepamtant to Kansas City’s vast collection of
neighborhoods, included in a wide range of demdgcap Additionally, Community Parks help to

define the overall character of various neighbodsoio Kansas City, often functioning as social eent
and areas of respite for all ages. In transporia@mmmunity Parks maintain a connection to theale
boulevard system of roadways and often containis@eamnectors within their boundaries. In
entertainment/recreation, a Regional Park providespportunity for a wide variety of activities
including, but not limited to, sports, hiking, batyng and in some cases, fishing.

Community Parks may also be eligible under Critefin the areas of landscape architecture and
architecture. They may be eligible as a represemntaf the work of landscape architects George
Kessler and later the firm of Hare & Hare, encomspagboth historic contexts as described in Section
E, often combining the “natural and architectutgles” in park design. Furthermore, individual bist
resources such as buildings, structures, memofalatains, and sculpture, often designed by noted
architects and engineers, are found within Comnyupatrks.

Registration Requirements

As designed during the period of significance 18886, Community Parks must retain the vast
majority of location, design setting, materials,riroanship, feeling and association, thereby
conveying its historical significance. The ovedgfining historical character and integrity of the
original design of these Community Parks, includspgtial relationships, topography, vegetation,
design intent, architectural features and circafaystems, must be retained. Where modern
features have been added, or defining featureslhese repaired or modified, the majority must
respect each park’s design and intent. At the tiftis writing, the one example of
alterations/modifications that have resulted iregative impact on historic design is that of West
Terrace Park. Due to the severing of the park lwyitwerstate highways and inappropriate additions
(the addition of a professional ballpark comple¥Matkey Square), the change in the overall
topography has rendered this historic park inelgib

Should the physical character of the landscapts@sisociated features change, these modifications
may result in a negative impact on the existinggnity. It is important to note that if future
additions or modifications occur to the landscaparny of the associated historic features (see
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above), they must relate to the original desiganihtn character and materials. As stateNRS
Bulletin 18 should any major adjacent encroachment take péach as highways, parking lots and
new buildings, these changes “may violate the palgdesign intent and intrude upon the
property.®” The same should be taken into account for anpkstiad views, i.e., sight lines to
buildings, monuments, or other features withinghek. Of course, the case in point is the new
baseball field at Mulkey Square, which has madeaat@t impact on the overall visual feeling of the
square.

Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds

At the time of this writing, there are forty-oneijlegborhood Parks and Playgrounds that were examined
for the purpose of this MPDF. These Neighborhoatk$and Playgrounds range from .09 acres to 32.6
acres of land. The most numerous of the types iispaithin the MPDF, the Neighborhood Parks and
Playgrounds serve local residents, the largericatéo all age groups with the smaller parks priigar

for children. A few small parcels are commemorativaature. All of the parks fall within the histor
contexts: “The Work of George Edward Kessler amdKhnsas City Parks and Boulevards System,
1887-1926" and “The Next Generation of Kansas Gifarks and Boulevards, 1927-1964.”

As the name implies, these facilities typicallysespecific neighborhoods and quite often are aecks
by walking and biking to the park. A wide varietfrecreational resources can be found in the
neighborhood parks. Typically, all Neighborhoodk8aaind Playgrounds provide traditional shelters,
playgrounds and trails with the required circulatroads and paths for both vehicular and pedestrian
uses. In addition a number of the larger Neighbodh®arks include sports fields and practice basketb
courts with parking which serve the surroundingghborhoods. Many of the parks include historic
features such as shelters, limestone retainingwallintains, and pools.

Significance

Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds appear to dilelifor listing in the National Register under
Criteria A in the areas of Community Planning arel/&lopment and Entertainment/Recreation. In
community planning, Neighborhood Parks and Playgdsthave historically been important to Kansas
City’s vast collection of neighborhoods, includedai wide range of demographics. Additionally,
Community Parks help to define the overall charaatearious neighborhoods in Kansas City, often
functioning as social centers and areas of refmitall ages. In entertainment/recreation, Neighbod
Parks and Playground provide the opportunity faddoar activities including team sports (basketball
and baseball) and passive recreational activifieey are without exception linked to the Progressiv
Era (see Section E, above), espoused by GeorgéeKassearly as 1893 and continuing throughout his
tenure with the Parks and Boulevards Department.

Community Parks may also be eligible under Critefin the areas of landscape architecture and

°" Ibid. The on-line version of this publication is not paginated.
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architecture. They may be eligible as a represemntaf the work of landscape architects George
Kessler and later the firm of Hare & Hare, encomspagboth historic contexts as described in Section
E. Furthermore, individual historic resources sashbuildings and structures, often designed bydhote
architects and engineers are found within NeighbodhParks and Playgrounds.

Registration Requirements

As designed during the period of significance 18866, Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds
must retain the vast majority of location, desigtting, materials, workmanship, feeling and
association, thereby conveying its historical digance. The overall defining historical character
and integrity of the original design of Neighborldd®arks and Playgrounds, including spatial
relationships, topography, vegetation, design int@mhitectural features and circulation systems,
must be retained. Where modern features have okt aor defining features have been repaired
or modified, the majority must respect each padesign and intent.

Should the physical character of the landscapt&s@sisociated features change, these modifications
may result in a negative impact on the existinggnity. It is important to note that if future

additions or modifications occur to the landscapany of the associated historic features (see
above), they must relate to the original desigaribtn character and materials. As stateNRS

Bulletin 18 should any major adjacent encroachment take pdach as highways, parking lots and
new buildings, these changes “may violate the palgdesign intent and intrude upon the

property.® The same should be taken into account for anpkstiad views, i.e., sight lines to
buildings, monuments, or other features withinghek.

Intra-Neighborhood Connectors

The Intra-Neighborhoods Connectors truly servehasaickbone of Kansas City’s Parks and Boulevard
System. At the time of this writing, there are noféhese Intra-neighborhood Connectors that were
examined within the system: The Paseo Boulevardid@eBoulevard, Linwood Boulevard, Meyer
Boulevard, Swope Parkway, Van Brunt Boulevard aratd\Parkway, provide the overall framework
for the entire system and were designed by GeodgeakEl Kessler and later expanded, in some cases by
Hare and Hare. Gillham Road and Sixty-Third StRestkway also are included in the context: The
Work of George Edward Kessler and the Kansas Gitk$’and Boulevards System, 1887-1926.

These roadways are typically multi-lane roadwaysstmicted of asphalt with concrete curb and gutter,
the overall right-of-way ranging from 110’ to 150Vide, grassed center medians exist in the majority
of the boulevards and gracious verges are typic&ither side with wide concrete walkways four to
eight feet in width. The Boulevards quite ofteridal the landform and are heavily planted with shade
trees, which provide a sense of enclosure alongoidwdway. The roadways serve as key links
throughout the system including, The Paseo Boutkaanorth-south thoroughfare running from the
central business district south through historigimgorhoods some 85 blocks and Ward Parkway which

I pid.
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connects the historic Country Club Plaza on théhitwrough picturesque residential neighborhoods
before its terminus over six miles south. The Beatds are adorned quite often with objets d’art
including water pools and fountains, sculpturahedats and memorials.

Significance

The Intra-Neighborhood Connectors, such as ThedPas# Ward Parkway, appear to be eligible for
listing in the National Register under CriteriarAthe areas of Community Planning and Development
and Transportation. These Connectors representfadhe earliest attempts at city planning in Kansas
City and were designed not only to link to the gaakd to provide pleasurable drives but to alsectlir
the residential growth and property values witlhia tity. Both objectives were accomplished. It is
important to note that Ward Parkway was named as & the ten best examples of landscape
architecture in America® by the American Institute of Architects in 1930.2012 the American
Planning Association through Great Places in Anaetiesignated Ward Parkway as a “Great Stréet.”

In landscape architecture, the Intra-Neighborhoodr@ctors as the most dominant roads within the
entire system, survive as remarkable examples s$lgs vision for the city and its outlying
neighborhoods. For instance, as the "Historic RessuSurvey of the 1893 Parks and Boulevard
System" notes, Benton Boulevard and its southenhfisuation received early praise as "one of the
magnificent thoroughfares of the east side" andtéoscenic qualities: “a beautiful perspective is
obtained looking to the south, where the eye ngst® a line of hills** These roadways, serving a
large swath of the city, east to west and nortbotath, combine two types of landscape design; ttye C
Beautiful and the American Romantic Style. Featatesag these boulevards include, for example, the
Pergola between ftand 11" streets along The Paseo and the Meyer Boulevardt&o at the
intersection of Meyer Boulevard and Ward Parkway.

In 1908, when the boulevard system was well owdésy to city-wide establishment, thenual Review
of the Business Men's Leagstated the Benton Boulevard was "one of the magmif thoroughfares of
the east side™®? Looking beyond its role as a linkage in the pamtem, theAnnual Reportecognized
that Benton Boulevard served another important geepthat of providing pleasure and opportunity to
enjoy beauty. " In addition, the obvious benefigtéct it had on the surrounding neighborhood was
crucial element in the physical development of KeanSity.

Registration Requirements
As designed during the period of significance 1886, the Intra-Neighborhood Connectors must
retain their integrity of location, design, settimgaterials, workmanship, feeling and associatim.

% “Ward Parkway Is Recognized,” The Kansas City Star 13 June 1930, n. p. Charles Henry Cheney of the AIA
announced the award in Kansas City.
190 https://www.planning.org/greatplaces/streets/2012/, accessed March 8, 2014.
igiD M. Bone. The Annual Review of Greater Kansas City Illustrated, 11.
Ibid.
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part of the park and boulevard system, these batdswepresent the work of George E. Kessler and
subsequent landscape architects and designersstisigdfor features found in this property typeclka
of these boulevards must maintain their originedmt, function, width, circulation patterns and
plantings that have evolved, or grown organicailyer time (of course, through time, there have been
replacements of trees, etc., due to age and @rfiti

Today, these boulevards provide an almost seanmnbssportation route, in spite of the number of
interstates that ring and sometimes bisect the leitgnany of these boulevards, especially The Paseo
Meyer and Ward Parkway, civic embellishments afeetdound, some through gifts (such as J. C.
Nichols) and others given by the city with the hefgprivate funds. Like the boulevards, these fesstu
have retained integrity. One boulevard, that ofysbhird Street, does not appear to have retained
significance in landscape architecture mainly dua lack of any discernable design association or
design. At the time of this writing, eight boulestarappear to qualify for listing remain in good to
excellent condition; however, should the physideracter of the boulevard’s design, landscape,
circulation patterns, or its associated featuresmgh, these modifications may result in a negative
impact on the existing integrity. It is importantriote that if future additions or modificationsocto

the landscape or any of the historic featuresahaassociated with the Intra-Neighborhood Conmecto
they must relate to the original design intentharacter and materials. As statedNiRS Bulletin 18
should any major adjacent encroachment take ptacd, as highways, parking lots and new buildings,
these changes “may violate the original desigminaed intrude upon the propert{® The same

should be taken into account for any establishedsiji.e., sight lines to buildings, monumentsyther
features within the street.

Major Residential Main Streets

These streets provide connections to the IntraiNidhood Connectors and/or parks. The Major
Residential Main Streets examined as part of tH¥D® include: Armour Boulevard, Brookside
Boulevard, Brush Creek Boulevard, Chestnut StradtWway, Gladstone Boulevard, and Nichols
Parkway. George E. Kessler originally designediallof the boulevards included in this categoryt tha
were examined at the time of this writing. Thesalbeards typically are four-lane asphalt roadways
with concrete curb and gutter. The average rightr@y ranges from 80’ to 125’ in width. Green verges
of varying widths typically exist on both sidestbé roadway. Within the verges, regular plantinggs o
shade trees and concrete pedestrian paths, feigtibfeet wide, often exist. A number of “ornanadht
elements are typical within the right-of way indlugt native limestone retaining walls, neighborhood
entry markers and small-scale sculptural elements.

Significance
The Major Residential Main Streets, such as ChéStraet Parkway and Gladstone Boulevard appear
to be eligible for listing in the National Registerder Criteria A in the areas of Community Plagnin

19N ational Register Bulletin 18.
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and Development and Transportation. These Majord@esal Main Streets were designed not only to
link to the parks and to provide enjoyable drivastb also direct the residential growth and proper
values within the city. Both objectives were acctsfzd.

Under Criterion C, the Major Residential Main Stsegppear eligible for landscape architecture. Like
the Intra-Neighborhood Connectors, they surviveeasarkable examples of Kessler's vision for the cit
and its outlying neighborhoods. For instance, as'thistoric Resources Survey of the 1893 Parks and
Boulevard System" notes, Benton Boulevard andoitgheerly continuation received early praise as "one
of the magnificent thoroughfares of the east saitef for its scenic qualities: “a beautiful perspexts
obtained looking to the south, where the eye ngsts a line of hills.*** These roadways, serving the a
large swath of the city, east to west and nortbotath, combine two types of landscape design; ttye C
Beautiful and the American Romantic Style. Featateag these boulevards include, for example, the
Pergola between f0and 11" streets along The Paseo and the Meyer Boulevardt&n at the
intersection of Meyer Boulevard and Ward Parkway.

Registration Requirements

As designed during the period of significance frb887-1966, there are a six Major Residential “Main
Streets” examined at the time of this writing. Astpof the park and boulevard system, these bordsva
represent the work of George E. Kessler and sulesgdandscape architects and designers. Each of
these boulevards must maintain their original igtemction, width, circulation patterns and plags
that have evolved, or grown organically, over tifoecourse, through time, there have been
replacements of trees, etc., due to age and @rfiti

Today, these boulevards, as secondary routes tdajwr Residential Main Streets provide an almost
seamless transportation route, in spite of the rurobinterstates that ring and sometimes bisext th
city. At the time of this writing, the six bouleds that appear to qualify for listing remain in ddo
excellent condition; however, should the physideracter of the boulevard’s design, landscape,
circulation patterns, or its associated featuresmgh, these modifications may result in a negative
impact on the existing integrity. It is importantriote that if future additions or modificationsocto

the landscape or any of the associated histortarfes (see above), they must relate to the original
design intent in character and materials. As stet®&PS Bulletin 18should any major adjacent
encroachment take place, such as highways, paldisignd new buildings, these changes “may violate
the original design intent and intrude upon thepprty.”°®> The same should be taken into account for
any established views, i.e., sight lines to bugdinmonuments, or other features adjacent to thetst

104

105 D. M. Bone. The Annual Review of Greater Kansas City lllustrated, 11.

National Register Bulletin 18.
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Minor Residential Main Streets

The Minor Residential Main Streets, mainly shothem the Major Residential Main Streets, connect to
the Major Residential Main Streets and/or parksth&ttime of this writing, there are thirteen Minor
Residential Main Streets including: Belmont Boulely88udd Park Esplanade, Harrison Boulevard,
Karnes Boulevard, Manheim Road, Maple Boulevard&;KRil Road, Rockhill Terrace, Prospect
Boulevard, Roanoke Parkway, Valentine Road, WarnBicklevard and West Pennway. George E.
Kessler designed all but four of the thirteen bweatds; William Rockhill Nelson planned for three of
these roadways. These boulevards are typicallysbioster length with narrower right-of-ways ranging
from 56’ to 84’. However these boulevards stilaiatmany of the characteristics of the larger
boulevards within the system such as, limestorameig walls, ornamental neighborhood markers,
concrete pedestrian walkways of varying width witbrassed verges and regular planting of shade
trees.

Significance

The Minor Residential Main Streets, such as BelnBmilevard and Rockhill Road, appear to be
eligible for listing in the National Register underiteria A in the areas of Community Planning and
Development and Transportation. In community plagrand transportation, the Minor Residential
Main Streets have been successful in connectirigu@neighborhoods within the city with the parks
and boulevard system as a whole, allowing for la @icd varied experience. As a traffic providerythe
have been strategically designed to accommodaieuganeighborhoods throughout the system that
continue to serve and stabilize various neighbadko®he Minor Residential Main Streets may also be
eligible under Criterion C in the area of landscapshitecture. The Minor Residential Main Streets a
representative examples of smaller residentialda@utls designed with the same formal layout and
architectural elements as the larger boulevardsimvihe system and have preserved much of their
historic integrity. They are representative exampiethe work of George Kessler, William Rockhill
Nelson and Hare and Hare and are related to bstorival contexts as described in Section E.

Registration Requirements:

As designed during the period of significance,Miror Residential Main Streets must retain their
integrity of location, design, setting, material®rkmanship, feeling and association. As part efghrk
and boulevard system, these boulevards represemidtk of George E. Kessler and subsequent
landscape architects and designers. Each of tirestssmust maintain their original intent, funatio
width, circulation patterns and plantings that havelved, or grown organically, over time (of cairs
through time, there have been replacements of, teé@s due to age and attrition). At the timeto$t
writing there are thirteen Minor Residential Maitnegts and all but one has maintained the majofity
its integrity. For example, Belmont, Budd Park Bslde, Karnes, Maple, Manheim, Rockhill, ,
Prospect, Roanoke, Valentine and Warwick, to nafesvahave retained their integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling association. Each of these Minor Residential Main
Streets must maintain their original intent, fuantiwidth, circulation patterns and plantings thae
evolved over time (of course, there have been cept@nts of trees, etc., due to age and attrition).
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Today, these Main Streets, as minor secondarysdatthe Major Residential Main Streets help to
create an almost seamless transportation routaghout the city, without using any state or intatest
highway.

At the time of this writing, the twelve boulevandamed above that appear to qualify for listing rema
in good to excellent condition; however, should phgsical character of the boulevard’s design,
landscape, circulation patterns, or its associtgatlires change, these modifications may resualt in
negative impact on the existing integrity. One leoald, that of West Pennway, does not appear te hav
retained significance in landscape architecturentpaue to a lack of integrity for over half of its
length. It lost its integrity due to the severiy (nterstate 35) of the connection it once progide
between West Terrace Park and Penn Valley Paiskirftportant to note that if future additions or
modifications occur to the landscape or any ofabsociated historic features (see above), they must
relate to the original design intent in charactet enaterials. As stated MPS Bulletin 18should any
major adjacent encroachment take place, such asvhig, parking lots and new buildings, these
changes “may violate the original design intent emicide upon the property® The same should be
taken into account for any established views, sight lines to buildings, monuments, or otherdead
adjacent to the street.

Commercial Corridors

Within the Parks System Commercial Corridors an@daards that run through areas of the city that ar
of predominantly commercial uses. The four comna¢itmbulevards that were examined as part of this
MPDF (Admiral, Broadway, Independence and PersRiogd) have right-of-ways ranging from 80—
100’ wide. The roadbeds are typically asphalt withcrete curb and gutter. At the time of this wagti
these four Commercial Corridors contain many ofdlenents found in both Major and Minor
Residential Streets such as limestone retaininggyngeen verges with regular plantings of stressg

and concrete pedestrian walkways four to eightviegé¢. In most instances the commercial and
residential development edge exists closer to guegtrian walks and drive lanes than typically seen
along other boulevards within the system.

Significance

At the time of this writing, only one Commercial i@dor, that of Independence Boulevard, (and
sections of Admiral and Pershing; see below) agpebe eligible for listing in the National Regist
under Criteria A in the areas of Community Planrand Development and Transportation. In planning
the boulevard system, George Kessler felt thagtltkron street system already in place in Kansiég C
did not lend itself to a “picturesque driveway gyst™’ Although he didn't attempt to change the
gridiron system, he felt that “the great north gpeéndence and Gladstone Boulevards] and south
parkways have sufficient change in alignment ardigito largely obliterate the impression of formal

106 :

Ibid.
107 George E. Kessler, “The Kansas City Park System and Its Effect on the City Plan,” Good Roads 13 (June 2,
1917), 322.
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lines, giving very fine picturesque drives and sfitectly in the line of travel to and from thediess
city.”'% In addition, Independence Boulevard, as a Commke@rridor, may be eligible under
Criterion C in the area of landscape architectkiessler incorporated this existing street, inigiall
designed on the gridiron, into the early parks lamglevard system, as a major connector to theaentr
business district of Kansas City. It remains aificemt and important thoroughfare today.

Registration Requirements

As designed during the period of significance, Caroral Corridors must retain their integrity of
location, design, setting, materials, workmansfapling and association. As part of the park and
boulevard system, these Corridors represent thk afadBeorge E. Kessler (or by attribution). Each of
these Commercial Corridors must maintain theirinabintent, function, width, circulation patterasd
plantings that have evolved over time (of courlseré have been replacements of trees, etc., dageto
and attrition). At the time of this writing only dependence Boulevard has maintained its original
integrity; however, should the physical charactehe boulevard’s design, landscape, circulation
patterns, or its associated features change, thed#ications may result in creating a negative actp
on the existing integrity.

Two boulevards, including Admiral and Pershing,egpo have maintained integrity in part while
stretches, at the east and west ends, respectinaly, lost integrity due to modifications, mostlythe
construction of the interstate system. The foudimmercial boulevard, Broadway Boulevard, does not
retain its historic integrity due to the additiohimappropriate materials, lighting and alteratiomat
impact the historic intent. It is important to ndtat if future additions or modifications occurthe
landscape or any of the associated historic feai{see above), they must relate to the originabdes
intent in character and materials. As stateNR$ Bulletin 18should any major adjacent encroachment
take place, such as highways, parking lots andmeldings, these changes “may violate the original
design intent and intrude upon the propeff{. The same should be taken into account for any
established views, i.e., sight lines to building®numents, or other features adjacent to the aorrid

18 A quoted in: Deon K. Wolfenbarger, “Historic Resources Survey of the 1893 Parks & Boulevard System,

Kansas City, Missouri,” Section on Independence Boulevard, n.p. This quote, more than likely, came from
Kessler's 1893 Report.
199 National Register Bulletin 18.
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G. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

The geographical area of this Multiple Property Dmentation Form covers a broad area within Kansas
City, Jackson County, Missouri. In general, thetimem boundary is the land located south of the
Missouri River, the western boundary is the stiate (between Missouri and Kansas), the southern
boundary is 88 Street and the eastern boundary is 1-435 at the River Valley.
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H. SUMMARY OF EVALUATION AND IDENTIFICATION METHOD S

Over the course of one year, the project team odeduesearch and fieldwork to develop the contents
of this Multiple Property Document Form. Initially,was imperative to review the two surveys of the
park and boulevard system: Deon Wolfenbarger’sttis Resources Survey of the 1893 Parks and
Boulevard System,” and Tourbier and Walmsley, IAcchitectural & Historical Research, LLC; Theis
Doolittle and Associates, Inc. “Landscape Architeal/Historic Survey of Parks and Boulevards, 1893-
1940, Kansas City, Missouri.” These two surveys/m® an in depth examination of the parks and
boulevards and their respective features withirsgfggem from its inception through 1940 and ses/a a
basis for this MPDF. It is important to note thag initial 1988 survey did not include any footnote
citations. While it is apparent that passages ftloen1893 Park and Boulevard report were taken
verbatim as well as from other primary and secondaurce material vital to understanding the histor
of the park and boulevard system, these were tedl.dBibliographical information was limited, atdbe
Additionally, the boolA Legacy of Desigrpublished in 1995, a year after the completiothefsecond
survey, reflects not only the original formattitgit more important, the original wording of both
surveys, compounding citation issues. Thus, iningithe MPDF, the authors have chosen to cite
original sources whenever possible. For those pamkisboulevards developed after 1940, fieldwork and
research was conducted to derive their physicalrge®n and relation to the rest of the system, in
addition to the historical facts surrounding tregguisition and implementation. It was also neagssa
field verify the parks, boulevards and resourcevipusly surveyed to identify any changes or
modifications to these resources and to examineradlythe integrity of every resource. With regaord
the latter, théNational Register Criteria for Evaluatiowas used. At the beginning of the project, MO
SHPO staff, the project team and staff of the ParidRecreation Department conducted a site aisit t
various parks and boulevards within the systemsaidequently, numerous conversations took place to
further discuss the mechanics of the MPDF and gpjate contexts. In developing the contexts for
Section E, research was conducted at the Archivreed?arks and Recreation Department; The
Missouri Valley Room, Kansas City Public LibraryicaThe State Historical Society of Missouri-
Kansas City (formerly Western Manuscripts Collegtioniversity of Missouri-Kansas City). The Parks
and Boulevardinnual Reportgwritten, in part, by Kessler and later with fords by Hare and Hare)
proved to be invaluable in formulating a criticaldy of the development of the park and boulevard
system, the politics involved in creating the sysend how the system changed the face of Kansas
City. In addition, the George Edward Kessler PapgbesHare and Hare Papers and the Frederick Law
Olmsted Papers were examined, specific to the dpaent of Kansas City’s Parks and Boulevards
System. For comparison, “The Civilizing of a Midwers City: The Park and Boulevard System of Ft.
Wayne, Indiana, MPDF, and the “Indianapolis Partt Boulevard System NR” (Kessler was involved
in both systems) were studied for insight. Usinthaval and secondary data and materials, an outline
for the MPDF was prepared and reviewed by the M®SHtaff, specifically Michelle Diedriech,
Historic Survey and Registration Coordinator andoBea Wyatt, National Register Reviewer, National
Park Service. Charles Birnbaum, FASLA and Kurt @uison, FASLA, advisors to the project team,
reviewed relative sections of the MPDF for comm@&hitoughout the process, Ann McFerrin, Archivist,
Kansas City Parks and Recreation Department, pedwititical archival data and suggestions; Denise
Phillips, Contract Administration, and Travis Kief@ssistant Director-Engineering, Planning, Design
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and Contract Division, Kansas City Parks and Recnme®epartment, offered vital counsel in
understanding departmental requirements. In deirgddhe MPDF, two NPS publications proved
invaluable:How to Complete the National Register Multiple R¥dp Documentation ForrandHow to
Nominate and Evaluate Designed Historic Landscapes
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Figure No. 1
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Figure No. 2

MAP OF

KANsAs CitY

Saowine PaRK SYSTEM PRIOR TO THE
EXTENSION OF TAE CITy LIMITS 1M 1909

| SWOPE
S PARK
[

! .

i |

|

- - TS
f

Ligha Linms Represant 3 Wit

Map of Kansas City Showing the Park System
Prior to the Extension of the City Limits in 1909
George Edward Kessler, landscape architect
Source: Archives, Parks and Recreation Department, Kansas C  ity, MO



OMB No. 1024-0018,
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

The Kansas City System of Parks and Boulevards
Section No. Appendix A: Figures Page _3 Jackson County, Missouri

Figure No. 3
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Figure No. 4

Map of Kansas City Showing Park System and Extensio  ns to 1923
George Edward Kessler, Landscape Architect
Source: Archives, Parks and Recreation Department, Kansas City, MO
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Figure No. 5
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Figure No. 11
Southeast Quadrant Enlargement
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Index:
The Kansas City System of Parks and Boulevards

Park Property Type Page No.

(Appendix)
Andrew Drips Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/30
Arbor Villa Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/31
Arno Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/31
Ashland Square Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/31
Blenheim Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/31
Blue Hills Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/32
Blue Valley Park Community Park A/23
Brookside Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/32
Brush Creek Parkway Community Park Al23
Budd Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/32
Central Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/32
Chelsea Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/33
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Cleveland Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/33
Eljiczlsut(r)nrﬁ:u\slvigﬁﬁl rgto/n Squard Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/33
Dunbar Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/33
Frank A. Theis Park Community Park Al24
Garrison Square Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/34
Hawthorne Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/34
Holmes Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/34
Hospital Hill Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/34
Hyde Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/35
Independence Plaza Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/35
Ivanhoe Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/35
Jacob L. Loose Park Community Park Al24
Linwood Sanford BrownPlaz{ Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/36
Lykins Square Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/36
Mill Creek Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/36
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Montgall Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/36
Murray Davis Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/37
Nelson C. Crews Square Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/37
(leerggllregg(r:lf) FEILY Community Park A/25
Oak Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/37
Observation Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/37
Penn Valley Park Community Park A/26
Roanoke Park Community Park Al27
Seven Oaks Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/38
Sheffield Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/38
Southmoreland Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/38
Spring Valley Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/39
Sunnyside Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/39
Swope Park Regional Park A/19
The Parade Community Park A/28
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Tower Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/39
Traber Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/39
Troost Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/40
Van Brunt Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/40
\(/.l\{ﬁlemgrg\:g;/e FEI Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/40
ngﬁ?ﬁ;&sﬂgﬂg@grk/ Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/40
West Terrace Park Community Park A/29
Westwood Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/4l

Wilbur H. Dunn Park Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds A/4l
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ASSOCIATED PROPERTY TYPES

The following descriptions are based on the twwipres surveys and much of the narratives have been
taken faithfully and updated, when necessary. Tipasks and boulevards that were acquired after 1940
were surveyed and described for the purposes ®MRDF.

I Name of Property Type:
Regional Parks
Defined as over 500 acres serving the entire melitap area, Regional Parks typically include
recreational facilities, active and passive as aglhaving wilderness areas. Within Kansas
City’s Park and Boulevard System, there is oneoregipark. Thet893 Reporthat outlined a
comprehensive system of parks and boulevards nmattita great outer park,” southeast of
Kansas City, “with the purpose of selecting landdbleast one of these great outer parks
ultimately needed and hoping that such acquisitiaght be made*°

Il. Description:
Swope Park
Swope Park is the largest city park in the Kar@Gigsystem covering 1,763 acres. The Big Blue
River and its associated tributaries bi-sectgtmi in a generally north-south direction.
Physically the Blue River and its flood plain cottee middle one-third of the parkland. The
western third of the park is open parkland ascendradually from the river to the park's main
entrance at Meyer Boulevard and Swope Parkwaye@ktern third has extensive woodlands
and substantial slopes, which rise to the parkshigh points at Camp Lake of the Woods and
Swope Memorial Golf Course.

The main entrance to Swope Park is located atdstern end of Meyer Boulevard on Swope
Parkway with large entry monuments of cut-limestand large flowerbeds in the roadway
median flanking each side of this monumental erdugt south of the drive is the Swope Park
Interpretive Center, which currently is occupigdBattle of Westport Interpretive Center and
Museum. It is a rough-cut limestone structure wigingolas extending on the north and south
ends of the building. Adjacent to the eastern fa#ade building is the Eib Garden. This formal
garden resides in the area once known as the s@gatden.

East of the Eib Garden area is Loose Memorialgdégand the American Legion Memorial. A
large open lawn, known as the Mall, drops awahéoeast towards the zoo and provides a
commanding vista across Starlight Theater to thepf® Memorial across the Big Blue River
Valley. North of the Mall is a picnic area withveeal large shelters, picnic tables and grilles.
The largest shelter is a neo-classical buildirgdahe Music Pavilion. Just east of these picnic
shelters is the Alfred Benjamin Memorial on thethside of the road and Starlight Theater to

19Board of Parks and Boulevards Commissioners. Report of the Board of Park Commissioners of Kansas City,

Missouri: First Report, Resolution of October 12, 1893, 8, additional pages.
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the south. The Starlight complex includes a langgloor theater (7,958 seats), a large parking
area, administration and maintenance building,arestaurant/theater club. Due east of the
theater complex is the entry to the Kansas City Zamplex.

The park road turns north at this point and irgets Sixty-third Street Parkway. West of this
intersection, the Parkway is a divided four-lanadway with a median varying in width from
10-20 feet. On the South side of Sixty-third Stiaehis area is the Swope Park Community

Center, which opened in 2012. East of this iseien, the Parkway is undivided across the Blue
River Bridge. The median reoccurs east of thedari Sixty-third Street Parkway is the northern
boundary of Swope Park.

South of the Swope Interpretive Center, the pagkirturns east and borders the southern edge of
the Mall. The Mall Drive is paralleled by Sixtyxanth Street forming a seeming parkway-type
arrangement with a wide (fifty feet) median, exddat both streets are two-lane and two- way.
The Mall Drive continues east to the zoo, sepagatiround a median planted with a double row
of pin oaks. Sixty-seventh Street stops at EImwAwenue, which continues south and forms the
west boundary of the park for a two-block stretétks maintenance headquarters for District
No. 4 and Land Development, and the greenhousgleanportions of which have been
demolished) are located on the east side of Elmwoaenue at about Sixty-ninth Street. South

of this administrative center are several baltiBea picnic area and disk golf course.

The Lakeside Nature Center is located to the Sou@regory Boulevard. This facility provides
exhibits and displays of the wildlife and ecosygsiaf Swope Park and the surrounding area.
Swope Park Zoo has been progressively modernizexdtbe last 20 years. The main Zoo Entry
and Administrative Building are located along Hoo entry drive with adjacent parking. Major
facilities adjacent to the Zoo Entry include; Tbat House, the Great Ape House (currently not
in use), the 1909 Tropics Building, Polar BearibithCarousal, Penguin Exhibit (opening in the
fall of 2013) and the Sea Lion exhibit. In thelgd990’s the Zoo expanded across the Big Blue
River via a bridge as well as a gondola that veated in 2011. This expansion allowed the
development of the African Veldt (home to numeransnal species) as well as a Gorilla
exhibit. This exhibit is accessed by a re-furbéspedestrian suspension bridge that crosses the
river from the African Market place to the exhiaiea.

The Lagoon, which is west of Lewis Road in theeBRiver floodplain became part of the Zoo in
1992. It consists of a circular lake with and sland in the middle, a Boathouse is located on the
south and provides boat excursions on the wateh&zoo visitor.

A large Swimming Pool complex exists on the naitte of the lagoon, and remains in use.
There are two large Shelters (Nos. 6 and 8) atigfacilities south and west of the Lagoon,
which are now within the Zoo and provide gathespgce for the Zoo visitor.
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The Blue River and Union Pacific Railroad runtigh the river valley within the heart of the
zoo. The only other east-west crossings are &y-ixird Street and Gregory Boulevard. These
bridges, with cast stone balusters and sidewatkss both the railroad and river.

There is an entrance to the eastern third of SRapk off Sixty-third Street at Lewis Road,
which is a two-lane, undivided roadway with a drgyloop that returns on itself providing
access to the recreational fields and park sisditeated along the roadway. In addition there is
an administration building for Sporting KansasyCihe cities professional soccer team. In
addition to the building the facility also incluglsoccer fields for the team as well as youth
league play public and parking

Gregory Boulevard continues east after crossie@line River through dense, oak/hickory
forest and leaves the park just before reachiteydtate 435. Southeast of the Gregory-Lakeside
intersection is the Lake of the Woods with picimckand fishing. North of the Lake of the
Woods is the entrance road to the Swope Memow#l Gourse. This 18-hole golf course and its
clubhouse were renovated in the early 1990s, di@ttocated above the bluffs overlooking The
Lagoon area. The Swope Memorial is located aetige of the bluff. It has a large classical
fountain on the terrace in front of the cut-stamep-classical Swope Mausoleum.

Due west of the Lake of the Woods is the Park @ssion building (currently empty) and the
Park Ranger Station. Oldham Road leaves the pahetsoutheast through a heavily wooded
area with Shelter No. 7. In addition picnic facs are located on the hill between the Lake of
the Woods and Oldham Road. Atop the hill is adargmping area with several cabins and
support facilities.

The Heart of America Golf Course is located ingbathwest corner of the park. This facility
consists of 2 nine-hole courses that straddle River Road. Its clubhouse and parking area is
located at the site of the old fish hatchery.

The Parks Department Nursery is located north@iGregory Boulevard, east of the Blue River.
It includes a greenhouse and residence with skaeras of shrubs and trees. Just east of the
nursery is an old stone slaughterhouse.

A list of resources within Swope Park includeg, ibunot limited to, the following:

Grand Entrance (and Sunken Garden) (Kessler amd\an Brunt, 1905)
Shelter House No.1 (Adriance Van Brunt and Brqtthep5)

Loose Flag Pole (1913)

Shelter No. 2 (Adriance Van Brunt, 1914)

Shelter No. 3, 4 and 6 (Hare and Hare, 1929)

Shelters No. 5 (WPA, 1940-1942)

Shelter No. 7 (E. B. Delk, 1931)

Shelter No. 8 (WPA, 1940-1942; moved in 1947)
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Lakeside Nature Center (original name of the lnigds the Swope Park Concession
Building; E. B. Delk, 1941)

Ranger and First Aid Station (E. B. Delk, 1941)

Swope Pavilion (George W. Huggins, 1918)

Swimming Pools (Marshall and Brown; Hare and Ha#212)

Golf Clubhouse No. 1 (1917, burned down and rébBHhepard and Wiser, 1922)

Golf Course No. 1 (James Dalgeish, 1914; A. WiAglhast, Inc, 1934)

Bird and Carnivora House (Saylor and Sedden, 1&98¢pdeled in 1939 and 1964)

Abattoir (W. L. Gillespie, 1930-1931)

Greenhouses (Lord & Burnham, 1916)

Greenhouse (Lord and Burnham, 1914-1915)

Nurseryman’s Cottage (W. D. Wight, 1923)

District #4 Headquarters (George W. Loomis, 1% verely damaged by fire; rebuilt
beginning in 1934)

Seventy-First Street Bridge (J. A. L. Waddell, 89tepairs in 1982 by Harrington and
Cortelyou)

Suspension Bridge (Midland Bridge Company, 1907)

Swope Memorial (Kessler with Wight and Wight, 19C&r| Bitter and Charles Keck,
sculptors; Hare and Hare 1931)

Alfred Benjamin Memorial (Francis H. Packer, 1927)

American Legion Il Memorial (Robert Merrell Gadgé21)

The Lagoon (1909)

Lake of the Woods (attributed to Kessler, 1909)

The Mall (Gen. Cucil Lechtman and George Kesdl822). Not completed as planned.

Soccer Building

New Club House at Blue River Golf Course

New Lakeside Nature Center (lA, 1995)

Starlight Theatre (E. B. Delk, 1951; with additjon

Camp Lake of the Woods

Swope Park Zoo

. Name of Property Type:

Community Parks

Community Parks are generally defined as larger treaghborhood parks and central to an area
of several neighborhoods. While some are smallaecieage, they provide a central park, of
sorts, serving the adjacent and surrounding neigiidoals. There are nine Community Parks
examined as part of this MPDF, with land totalsggiag from approximately 14 to 306 acres.
Four of these parks were recommended irnl8&3 Reportthree were subsequently designed by
Kessler, as well, with the remainder designed amgieémented in the “Next Generation of Parks
and Boulevards.”
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Description:

Blue Valley Park

Blue Valley Park is a 238.5-acre park located Iseasst of the intersection of 23rd Street and
Topping Avenue; the Blue River forms most of tbatheast edge of the park. Plans for the park
date to 1912 when Kessler completed a study chtba. After many schemes for the park,

it was finally completed in 1951. The park hashaa#ic topography throughout and many stands
of beautiful mature trees. Bales Lake anchorsubst side of the park providing fishing and
viewing opportunities. Other facilities within tinerthern portion of the park include a disk golf
course that winds it way through the park, twdtshg, playground, picnic tables and a spray-
ground. The main shelter, designed by Edward Bk [De1954, stands at the main entrance

to the park. Two hyperbolic paraboloid-roofed pecshelters were added in 1956. “South Blue
Valley” (the area south of East 27th Street) haaseball complex, which features three ball
diamonds with concessions, restrooms and parkinthé facility.

Brush Creek Parkway

The “historic” portion of Brush Creek Parkway begat The Paseo on the west and ends at
Benton Boulevard on the east. Brush Creek Parkevapt a roadway but actually the parkland
between Brush Creek Boulevard on the north sidbetreek and Swope Parkway on the south
side.

There are four bridge crossings of the parklang fitlst being Bruce R. Watkins Drive (71
Highway) which is an expansive structure with stdmeck and metal architectural detailing and
accent lighting. The Prospect Avenue Bridge isracoete structure with limestone accent
columns, metal railings and period lighting. Thartkk Sebree Bridge, a cast-in-place structure
with monumental columns and ornamental lightingindpback to 1923 crosses at Benton
Boulevard. The final crossing at Cleveland Aversia tast-in-place concrete structure lacking
ornamentation.

The parkland on both sides of the creek underwemassive reconstruction starting in the mid-
1990s as part of a flood control project. Along plaeks entire length there are pedestrian trails,
which meander along both the waters edge as wétirasgh open parkland with numerous
connections to the surrounding neighborhoods. cfeek edge is more structured with concrete
edges in the western portion, transitioning to aemative, informal edge in the eastern portions.
Both shade and ornamental trees are abundanthetpark. A few historic limestone and
concrete picnic tables and limestone drinking faumg remain within the park.

The are a number of recreational and culturalifeesl within the park including; an ornamental
overlook at The Paseo (north side) and four tecmists and a practice court at Bruce R.
Watkins Drive (west of the roadway, south sidehaf treek). Between Benton Boulevard and
Cleveland Avenue the Spirit of Freedom Fountain thiedBruch Creek Amphitheater (1990)
reside on the north side of the creek and the BRud&/atkins Cultural Heritage Center is
located on the south side of the creek. The BrusielCCommunity Center is located east of



OMB No. 1024-0018,
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

The Kansas City System of Parks and Boulevards
Section No._ Appendix C: Assoc. Property Types Page _6 Jackson County, Missouri

Cleveland Avenue on the north side of the creeler@lis a circular original limestone overlook
on the south side of the Community Center withradgal commemorating the Lake of the
Enshriners is placed at this portion of Brush Creéeglanted island within the lake holds a steel
sculpture, “Cantilever Drum.”

Frank A. Theis Park

Theis Park is a total of 13.81-acres, which isromad by W. 47th Street on the north, Oak Street
to the west, Volker Boulevard/Brush Creek to thets. The Kauffman Memorial Gardens and
residential properties form the eastern edge.plnk has a central core of open lawn surrounded
by a walk trail and numerous mature trees. Théhewon portion of the park includes an
amphitheater with grass seating which looks saatbss Brush Creek to the William Volker
Memorial Fountain adjacent to Volker Boulevard.

Jacob L. Loose Park

Loose Park is a 74.08-acre park bounded by WoRwdld on the east, Summit on the west, 51st
Street on the north and 55th Street on the sdimh park is surrounded by residential properties
on three sides and a private school to the ndttare is ample open green space within the park
as well as numerous mature shade and ornames#al twhich provide a truly picturesque park
setting.

The main entry and retaining wall of the Jacohdose Memorial Park is located at the
northeast corner of the park. A curved, coursev@déimestone retaining wall runs south to the
entry markers of the main drive, and stands apprately four feet in height at its highest point.
Midway along this retaining wall is a carved cstsine tablet with the words "Jacob L. Loose
Memorial Park.” The entry gate is a prominent,rsed native stone structure located at the
north end of the main drive, flanking the mairvdris two stone pillars, approximately fifteen
feet in height.

At the northwest section of the park, The Lauraygos Smith Municipal Rose Garden features
a central fountain encircle by an concrete wallksviagm which multiple paths lead out between
large rose beds, symmetrically placed The bedsirm are surrounded by continuous stone and
timber trellises which are partially covered byntling roses Patches of grass intersperse the
rose plantings and low evergreen shrubs surrdumdase beds. Four stone and timber pergolas
are located in the garden at east/west and nodtivsxis points. The main entrance to the rose
garden is through the main pavilion located atrtbeth boundary of the garden.

The Jacob L. Loose Memorial is an over life-sizenlze statue of Jacob L, Loose stands eight
feet high and is realistic in its representatibime statue stands on a grassy terrace at theiéast s
of Loose Park, directly across from the Loose FRakilion and the main drive. The terrace is
enclosed on all sides, except on the west boundatty a coursed native limestone retaining
wall. Set within the east wall (at the west elewais a cast-stone bench.
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The Jacob L. Loose Memorial Park Pavilion is carded of cut stone, concrete and native
limestone and measures approximately 147 feebliget.

Other park improvements include a perimeter-wa@lpath, which is highly popular with the
surrounding community. Loose Park Pond residesggWornall Road and has a pathway system
with bridge crossings around the picturesque watgure. On the west side of the park there are
4 tennis courts, a tennis practice wall and ssupgort structure. Adjacent to the tennis courts is
a spray-ground facility including a park shelterthe far south of the park a Civil War Cannon
and interruptive signage is placed along the pdttich honors the Battle of Westport fought on
what is now Loose Park.

North Terrace Park (Kessler Park)

North Terrace Park designed by George Kesslenandtotaling over 306 acres, is divided into
two sections by a ravine occupied today by Chésirafficway. Two large native limestone
promontories are in each section, Prospect Pwoitiite west, and Scatrritt Point in the east. The
view of the Missouri River valley from these prambaries is commanding.

Cliff Drive meanders through the entire ruggedtymiesque park, and connects Scarritt Point and
Prospect Point with a bridge over Chestnut Traféig. Cliff Drive is approximately six and one
half miles in length, extending eastward to Beltreomd westward to Highland Avenue where
The Paseo was extended north to meet it. Large stolumns and walls with iron railings are
situated at the entrances to the park on Clift@ri

In addition to the rough terrain, the park alsata;ms many level or gently sloping areas suitable
for recreation activities. The western sectioriudes open ground where playground equipment
is installed. A historic concrete reservoir, omashape and approximately 590" long by 230
wide, is surrounded by an iron fence and is cilyemused and overgrown with weeds. Fairly
level ground exists above Scarritt Point, withiram railing protecting park visitors at the edge

of the cliff. Rough cut stone steps blending witl park setting, provide access from the upper
portions of the park to Cliff Drive, as well astte bottoms below.

North Terrace Lake, an irregularly shaped bodyater in the ravine west of Chestnut
Trafficway, contains a small island in its soutktgaortion. Concrete sidewalks surround and
protect the entire water's edge, and provide epasate casting docks.

The Concourse is a two-block, rectangular levehaf the park bounded by Gladstone Blvd. on
the north, Benton Blvd. on the east, and Andefsaemue on the south. A fountain, the main
focus in the center of The Concourse, is a laegtangular pool surrounded by a low stone wall.
A spray ring is the central water feature, withiesal other water jets, some of which arch
inward, and others straight up. Modern concretebes are around the pool. At the south end of
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The Concourse is a small stone, gable-roof bugldivith a south gable-roof bay, and a north
hipped-roof bay. At the very southern edge, steiis historic decorative iron rails lead down
to Anderson Avenue by the Gladstone Bridge. Diyewbrth of The Concourse is The
Colonnade, a Beaux Art structure featuring a méhtw John F. Kennedy. West of The
Concourse and Gladstone Boulevard are four ligteedis courts, and a smaller hard-surfaced
playing court.

From the eastern terminus of Cliff Drive (at appnoately EImwood), Kessler Park narrows
between the Missouri River valley and GladstonelBeard, containing just native vegetation
and bluffs. This strip extends to the eastern eddgke park to Indian Mound, a twelve-acre site.

A list of resources within North Terrace Park ud#s, but is not limited to, the following:
The Colonnade (Henry Wright, 1906-1908)

Stone retaining wall behind The Colonnade (Paokia

Indian Mound (date, unknown)

Cliff Drive (George E. Kessler, 1905-1914)

Natural Spring and retaining wall (1907; rehabtkd and remodeled)

Entry Markers (new)

John F. Kennedy Memorial (1965)

The Concourse

Penn Valley Park

Penn Valley Park, originally designed by Georgedfassis a 175.69-acre site with a variety of
topography. The park is irregularly bounded: thetemn portion is rectangular, and is bounded
by Southwest Trafficway on the west, 31st Streethensouth, Wyandotte on the east, and 26th
Street on the north. The northeast portion of thr pwvhere the NHL-listed Liberty Memorial

and the Liberty Memorial Mall is sited, is bound®dMain Street on the east, Pershing Road on
the north, and Kessler Drive on the west. The rdawe, Penn Valley Drive, physically and
visually separates the park into two major sectiéiso separating the two sections is a high
limestone cliff covered with vegetation on the ezd®enn Valley Drive.

The eastern and western sections of the park pegaged by the curving, four-lane Penn Valley
Drive. The opposing directions of traffic on Penall¢y Drive are separated by a narrow median
planted with grass and trees. Broadway joins wéhrPValley Drive at the southern end of the
park by means of a concrete bridge with stone abuitsn At the approximate location of the
bridge is the drive entrance to the western sedfdfenn Valley Park. A narrow ravine runs
north/south between Penn Valley Drive and Pennd)@apark road. A stonewall is at the south
end of the ravine, on grade with the road. A fiseail meanders through the bottom of the
ravine, crossing over the creek bed twice with §raathed stone bridges. At the northernmost
section of the ravine is a 3.08-acre lake. The iskeurrounding environments have gone
through a recent renovation, improvements incluaey walking trail surrounding the lake,
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seating niches, fishing access areas, lake edgevwements and landscaping. A stone- faced
bridge/overflow structure is at the northern edfythe lake. Along the west side of Penn Drive,
across from the lake, rock outcroppings are nunseatang the slope.

South of the ravine (at W. Thirty-second Street)riPBrive slopes upward, and then turns
sharply to the north providing access to four termaiurts, a half practice court and a concrete
skate park. At the northern of the courts the ro@aes to an end. From this point a path leads to
the Scout, a 10' tall bronze statue of a Sioux Sonuhorseback atop a high plateau.

The Hiker is a bronze statue situated just southilidrty Memorial Mall and Memorial Drive in
a triangular plot of land. To the west of this gtais parking area. Further west of this, at the
peak of a high plateau, is the Pioneer Mother grdtne sculpture features a group of bronze
pioneer figures set on a pedestal.

North of the Pioneer Mother group is a small picrea with swings, two baseball fields with
lighting, playground and new shelter. At the sameeation, Kessler Drive at this point follows
along the western edge of Liberty Memorial Mallggrovides excellent views of the Memorial.
South of the Pioneer Mother group, west of Wyargj@hd east of Penn Valley drive is a high
grassy plateau dotted with mature trees. Towarelsdtheast corner of the park there are two
fenced in dog parks and parking lot. In the fartseast corner of the park there is the two-story
stone building which is the current home of “JufitB¥oadway Theater”. The Firefighters
Memorial Fountain is in the southwest corner ofhek on the north side of W. Thirty-first
Street. The memorial consists of a large circuémitwith monumental bronze sculptures and
dramatic water effect surrounded by a pedestrianapl

A list of resources within Penn Valley Park inahsd but is not limited to, the following:
Penn Valley Drive (George E. Kessler, date)

Liberty Memorial (NR and NHL: H. Van Buren Magoteg1921-1942)

Charles Carroll Spalding Memorial Plague (1918)

The Scout (Cyrus E. Dallin, 1915?)

Pioneer Mother (Alexander Proctor, 19277?)

The Hiker (Theo Kitson, 1947)

Stable and Storage Barn (Root and Siemens, 1@soged by fire and rebuilt)

Roanoke Park

Roanoke Park, totaling approximately 36.25 adres at the heart of a clearly defined exclusive
neighborhood of single-family homes in varyingestic styles that face an irregular narrow
valley. Roanoke Road, a reconstructed brick sseeting at the intersection with Valentine
Road, has a stone entry sign and stone entrandgenveith an ornamental wrought iron top.
Running northwards this road bisects the parkmfes$tone retaining wall on the west side of the
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park is located just below a one-way loop stregb@d Roanoke Drive. Another retaining wall
on the south side of the park follows the lin&/afentine Road.

The topography throughout the park is sharply igoméd with steep hillsides below Roanoke
and Valentine Roads. Located in the flatter abesieen the hills are playing fields on both
sides of Roanoke Road. The Westport Roanoke CantyrQenter is on the east side. Other
recreational facilities include two tennis cowdigh a stone drinking fountain on the west side,
and picnic tables with stone grilles.

The entire park has numerous shade trees andregasg There are picnic tables and grilles
along Karnes Boulevard. Two round limestone emeanarkers with ornamental wrought iron
tops are located at the Belleview Avenue entraacdke park. Another set of entry markers are at
the Madison Avenue entrance, one of which has ba#éhinto a stone wall. A play and picnic
area is located north of Thirty-sixth Street andtef Karnes Boulevard.

A list of resources within Roanoke Park includag, ib not limited to, the following

Steps, Retaining Wall, Piers at Roanoke Parkwaykarnes Boulevard (1906)
Two Entrance Markers at Valentine and Roanoke RQB806)

Entrance Markers at Thirty-Sixth Street and Madisoenue (1906)

Westport Community Center (E. F. Pryor, 1962)

Stone tables

Stone drinking fountain

Stone picnic table

The Parade

The Parade is an approximate 21-acre park locatedeoeastern edge of The Paseo between
Truman Road and Seventeenth Terrace. The rectamgaraslopes from a high elevation on the
northern edge down to the south. The northern eflyee park has the greatest number of trees
of varying age the majority of which are sycamdree north central portion of the park features
an oval track, enclosing a green space, which amtaball diamond with backstop and
dugouts. Walks from the two northern corners connéth the track and with four tennis courts
in the northeast corner. To the west of the traekhsstoric stone steps connecting to The Paseo.
To the southeast of the track are two paved baaketburts and a playground structure. The
other active recreation area is the ball diamortthiénsouthwest corner of the park. In the
southwest portion of the site is the Gregg Comnyu@énter, a two-story, flat-roofed brick
structure, with a half-circle drive and parkingasen front and a small spray-ground. In the
southeast corner of The Parade is the historic ¢¢okd Peterson Il Building, a two-story
limestone structure with red tile roof and homéhe Black Archives, Ewing Kauffman Hall and
the Full Employment Council.
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A list of resources within Parade Park includes,ib not limited to, the following:
Park Management Building (1912)
The Gregg/Klice Community Center

West Terrace Park

The area, which was originally West Terrace Parkaw a series of separated parks: Jarboe
Park, Mulkey Square, and Case Park totaling 30csésaJarboe Park comprises what was
originally the southernmost section of West Terfaaek. It is bounded by Seventeenth on the
south, Beardsley Road/West Pennway on the westjahde Street on the east. There is a ball
diamond at the south end. To the north facilitresdude a small pool, spray-ground, shelter and
picnic facilities, constructed in 2011. There agngicant mature trees buffering the pool and
spray-ground area from the street.

Mulkey Square is also now a separate park, locabeith of the intersection of Thirteenth and
Summit Streets. Facilities include a newly conded@rofessional ball diamond with dugouts
and lighting. A wooden park shelter with playgroweguipment and a pre-manufactured
restroom structure are adjacent to the west. Retamdithe original limestone retaining walls
remain on the far north end. A monumental plintldimy a sculpture of a bull (B.O.B.) rises
above the park in the northwest corner.

The northern section of the original West TerraaekRoday is a slender piece of parkland
bounded by Interstate 1-35 on the west and Kirkdan the east. The southern boundary is
approximately midway between Eleventh and TenteeB¢rand the park continues north to its
terminus along the bluff at approximately Severtie&. Along Kirk Drive, atop the bluffs is the
native limestone Terrace. The Terrace is comprdedseries of connecting stairways and
landings, which work their way down the bluffs witiews to the west bottoms. Two limestone
pavilions with round arched openings and pyramiddltiled roofs mark a formal entry to the
park at the end of Tenth Street.

Case Park, within North Terrace Park, is on thehweest corner of the intersection of W. Tenth
Street and Jefferson Street, its western bounganjeist Terrace Park and its northern boundary
is slightly south of W. Ninth Street. A curving Walay with period lighting leads northwesterly
from the Terrace to intersect with the sidewalkhgldefferson. At the intersection of Tenth and
Jefferson Streets there is a curved limestoneniatawall with benches forming gathering area.
Steps lead up to the sidewalks along JeffersondntDth Streets. There is open lawn as well as
numerous mature shade trees. Immediately to thé nbthis area is a playground with
limestone (not original) seat wall. High limestae¢aining walls to the north of the playground
enclose a grassed terrace area, which includesroumshade trees, stone picnic tables and the
James Pendergast Memorial.
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The circular observation area at the intersectidaighth and Jefferson Streets is known as
Clark's Point. Clark's Point consists of two lev@lse upper level is a circular roadway with
parking around the edge. A sculpture, “The CorpBistovery,” is in the center of the roadway,
and consists of a monumental bronze sculptureeoétiire Lewis and Clark expedition party on
an ornate granite base. The outer edge of thelairooad is the pedestrian walkway. There is
another limestone wall on the outermost edge op#ddestrian walkway serving as protective
railing.

On the eastern edge of Clark's Point (north of Ei@treet) is a level grassed terrace with
limestone walls along the edges and period lightfarge granite boulder with a bronze plaque
honoring the Lewis and Clark Expedition is locatedthe west end of the terrace. Below the
wall is open grass to the parks edge at the bluff.

A list of resources within West Terrace Park idgs, but is not limited to, the following:

Parterre with walls (Kessler, 1906)

Retaining wall (WPA)

Picnic Tables (WPA)

Observation Circle (WPA)

Lewis and Clark Memorial

Seating Terrace (Hare & Hare, 1951)

James Pendergast Memorial (moved from Mulkey Sxju&edrick C. Hibbard, 1913

Name of Property Type:

Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds

There are forty-one Neighborhood Parks and Playgtsincluded in this MPDF. These range
from .09 acres to 32.6 acres of land. The most mounseof the types of parks within the MPDF,
the Neighborhood Parks and Playgrounds serve tesalents, the larger catering to all age
groups with the smaller parks primarily for childré\ few small parcels are commemorative in
nature. All of the parks fall within the historiomtexts: “The Work of George Edward Kessler
and the Kansas City Parks and Boulevards Syste@&7-1826" and “The Next Generation of
Kansas City’s Parks and Boulevards, 1927-1964.”

Description:

Andrew Drips Park

Drips Park is a .16-acre green space within a etgat at the intersection of W. 16th Street and
Belleview Avenue granite and native limestone mment is placed off- center in the park. One
side of the monument features the figure of arfader along with the following inscription:

Andrew Drips Park Kansas City's First Park. Thgstone of our park system. Given to
the city by William and Catherine Drips Mulkey. W18, 1882. In honor of Andrew
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Drips. Erected by the Historical Committee WesteSCommunity Council and the
Board of Park Commissioners, 1951.

The reverse side features the figure of an Inwaman with the following inscription:

Andrew Drips 1789-1860 Celebrated in the fur trafithe Missouri River and the Rocky
Mountains. Catherine, daughter by his wife, Mafythe Oto Nation, was born at the
Historic Battle of Pierre's Hole, July 18, 183arisas City was their home from 1839.

Arbor Villa

This park is a 1.1-acre, triangular shaped pdreehded by 68 Terrace on the north, Main
Street on the west and Edgevale Road on the ®Haspark was first brought into the system in
1949 and includes a native stone pergola withcatiawadding pool, playground and paved
picnic area with drinking fountain. Shade treed apen lawn provide a key green space to the
surrounding residential development.

Arno Park

The 1.1-acre park is located on the west side afd/Parkway with 69 Street on the north and
Arno Road on its south boundary. This park wasaleisthed in 1949 through condemnation by J.
C. Nichols and currently includes a playgrounddtire and swings, a grill with adjacent
seating, a water fountain and open green space.

Ashland Square

The site of Ashland Square slopes markedly tstheh. As is typical with other neighborhood
parks of the period the ground is terraced intaer and lower park to provide a contiguous
open space. On the north side along Twenty-Thiree§ the grade required retaining walls and
stairs. These walls and stairs are of squarezjutarly coursed limestone, common through the
Kansas City Park System.

Adjacent to a stone shelter building are both dimgpool and swimming pool. Additional
recreational facilities include two tennis coudre basketball court, a baseball diamond with a
backstop and several barbeque grills. The sitenbagerous large shade trees.

A list of resources within Ashland Square includa# is not limited to, the following:
Stone Retaining Wall (W. I. Ayers, c. 1917)
Utility Building (E. B. Delk, 1949)

Blenheim Park

Blenheim Park is a 6.93-acre long, narrow, opek pharacterized by gently rolling topography.
Recreational facilities include an old basketballrt, children's play area and two centrally-
located tennis courts. A small set of cut stoepstemain at each end of the park, one at
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Gregory Boulevard and the other at Sixty-eightle&t Limestone picnic tables and grilles are
scattered throughout; a limestone drinking fountsilocated at the Gregory Boulevard end.
Large shade trees are clumped in groups alongdhedaries and are scattered within the park.

Blue Hills Park

This 10.3-acre park was acquired in 1946 andusded Brooklyn Avenue on the west, East
539 Street on the south and backs up to residentilgsty along both its east and north sides.
The park has a number of mature trees as welpas lawn area. Existing improvements include
a shelter, restroom, a baseball field, two tenaoists, basketball facilities and playground. A
paved trail is located around the perimeter efghrk.

Brookside Park

The 5.67-acre Brookside Park is located to the@faB8rookside Boulevard between E."56

Street and E. 87Street. The most dramatic element of this patkédarge topographic change
that falls from the highpoint of the park in treutheast corner where a playground is located to
the baseball field in the northwest corner. Thekj@dso includes 2-tennis courts and a trail along
the west edge.

Budd Park

This 26.39-acre park is located within an establisresidential neighborhood and is bounded by
St John Avenue on the north, Hardesty Avenue ere#ist, Budd Park Esplanade on the south
and Brighton Avenue on the west. The park hagngtbpography with numerous mature trees
of varying variety throughout the property. Impeovents include a pool with support structure
in the southwest corner, a stone park sheltereigkthin the trees in the center of the park. A
playground facility with a small shelter is locdteithin the southeast portion of the park; two
basketball practice pads are adjacent to thegeg. Two tennis courts are located on the east
end of the park along Hardesty Avenue. Faciliglesig St. John Avenue include an additional
playground, baseball field and original ornamestahe entry steps on the northeast corner as
well as two additional steps further west alongI8hn Avenue. A paved walking trail surrounds
the park and follows the rolling topography pramgla pleasant recreation experience for the
park user.

A list of resources within Budd Park includes, lsuhot limited to, the following:
Shelter Building (E. B. Delk, 1927)
Stone Entry Steps (Kessler)

Central Park

Central Park is located north of E. Linwood Boael/between Indiana Avenue on the west and
Cleveland Avenue on the east and is a total @%t&cres. The park consists of a number of
level terraces with numerous facilities. The naht corner of the park has four tennis courts,
spray-ground and a restroom/storage facility otklconstruction. To the east there is a large
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open play area used for organized athletic ev€righe northeast corner of the park there are
three basketball courts, which step up the hiCkeveland Avenue. The south side of the park
contains a running track surrounding a footballdj banked concrete seating is built into the
slope falling from E. Linwood Boulevard to thelfidevel. A Fire Department facility resides on
the southwest corner of the park and De Lano Adteve School is located on the southeast
corner.

Chelsea Park

Chelsea Park is located on the northeast cornaedhtersection of E. 37Street and Chelsea
Avenue and is s total of 3.19-acres. The parkipesva critical green space for the surrounding
residential development, which surrounds the parkll 4 sides. Park amenities include a ball
field with backstop, playground, a tennis courd &asketball court as well as an open play area
for the park users.

Cleveland Park

Cleveland Park is a 29.04-acre park bounded byeBied Avenue on the west, E."4Street on
the South, Jackson Avenue on the east and resitidetielopment to the north. A baseball
complex anchors the southwest third of the parkiaclddes 4-fields with dugouts, restrooms,
concession and maintenance buildings, playgrouddyarking. From this area the topography
falls generally to the northeast, where the largldnbeavy tree cover. There is a small
playground facility along the Jackson on the el sf the park.

Columbus Square

This small 4.18-acre neighborhood park is situateineighborhood of old and new single-
family homes and apartments. Columbus Square Bdrunded on the north by E. Missouri
Avenue, Charlotte Street on the east, E. Indepar@Arenue to the south and Holmes
Street/Cherry Street on the west. The park is gedmon several levels, separated by grass banks
and joined by ramps and stairs. The perimetereptrk has five-foot back-of-curb sidewalks

on most of the north, west and east sides. Caglaite concrete steps ascend into the park from
the northeast corner. A native limestone monumigntanchors the southeast corner; behind are
two bocce ball courts popular with the surroundiegjdents. Other walks enter the park from the
northwest and northeast corners on the diagoraljrg to a playground in the southwest and
park shelter. A number of mature trees are loctitexighout the park.

Dunbar Park

The 2.94-acre Dunbar Park is located south ofd T2rrace between Oakley Avenue and N.
Stadium Drive. The park is predominately open witinees existing along the E.™3Street and
Oakley Avenue edges. Facilities within the padude a baseball field, concrete roofed shelter
and play ground as well as a basketball court.
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Garrison Square

Garrison Park is a 3.09-acre facility, which hae tlistinct areas. The western portion of the
park, which is higher in elevation, has a levasgrfield used for open play and three large old
elms, along with the old field house and commuaoéwgter building. A narrow driveway from

the northwest leads to the parking lot on the 8 of the building. The eastern portion of the
park includes a spray-ground and a children's atag, which includes playground equipment.
Several large trees provide shelter and shadesdleaesource within Garrison Square includes
Garrison Square Community Center / Field Houseighde Van Brunt with Benjamin
Lubschez, 1913-1914).

Hawthorne Park (Sheila Kemper Dietrich Park)

Shelia Kemper Dietrich Park (formally Hawthorn Bas a 2.57-acre located northeast of the
intersection of E. 27Street and Gillham Road. The entire park slopas fsoutheast to
northeast with a series of limestone retainingsvahd steps. A large play area anchors the
central portion of the park and provides numenaay activities for the park user; two small
shelters provide shade for the area. Along thesea@s of the park there is a brick restroom
structure. A entry courtyard with concrete walksl atone walls is located on the northeast
corner of the park providing access to the pl@aas well as the two tennis courts in the
northwest corner of the park. Concrete walks surdathe entire park and provide access to the
park in numerous locations. Mature shade and oengathtrees throughout the park provide both
shade and seasonal interest.

The Toilet/Utility Building, designed by Edward Belk in 1947 and constructed in 1948, is a
key, original resource within the park.

Holmes Park

Holmes Park is a 9.14-acre park that is locateti¢ northeast of the intersection of Holmes
Road and E. 70Street. Rose Hill Cemetery is on the east sidk@park and the University
Academy, a Charter school. Facilities in the padiude a ball diamond, a skating rink, play
ground and picnic tables. The remainder of th& gaopen space with a number of mature trees.

Hospital Hill Park

This 3.34-acre urban park lies to the west andhnafrChildren’s Mercy Hospital and the
Truman Medical Center. Gillham Road/Locust Streetas as the parks western boundary and
Twenty-seventh Street as the northern edge. Asdhee implies, it is situated on high plateau
with views of the Crown Center development as aglthe Kansas City, Missouri, Central
Business District. The northern portion of the pads recently improved and includes an oval
walking path with exercise equipment, two shelteith seating, a small sports courts and
children’s play area. A large limestone retaining/lwith a monument sign is located on the
northwest corner. Shade trees are planted aroengdlking path. In addition there are a
number of large shade trees within the park, predantly EIms and Silver Maples.



OMB No. 1024-0018,
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

The Kansas City System of Parks and Boulevards
Section No._ Appendix C: Assoc. Property Types Page _17 Jackson County, Missouri

A recent addition to the park is the Shelter (OschHare and Hare, 2012).

Hyde Park

Hyde Park is a 7.46-acre narrow parcel, which norsh to south. The steep slopes on the north,
east and west sides create a valley within thet loé#he park. A native limestone retaining wall
with two sets of stairs lead down to two tenniart® A sidewalk meanders through the center of
the park leading to a play area at the south édgmerous shade trees located along the three-
sloped edges provide a sense of enclosure fgratie The park’s historic development as a
country club remains apparent in its relationghithe historic neighborhood, the dramatic
topography, and the array of majestic shade trees.

A list of resources within Hyde Park includes, [suhot limited to, the following:
Tennis Courts

Retaining walls (Kessler, c. 1900)

Stairs (Kessler, c. 1900)

Independence Plaza

This 1.7-acre park spans both the north and sidés of Independence Boulevard at Park
Avenue. Along the south property line and retugmiorth on Park Avenue is an old, squared
stone retaining wall, part of the original Kesslesign. The southern half of the park includes
two pedestal fountains surrounded by a seriesrafidl sidewalks with benches. There remains
within the remnant stone piers, walls and stepsveig the characteristic Kessler workmanship.
A perimeter stonewall with wrought iron fencingshzeen added to the southern portion of the
park to assist in the control of undesirable atgtiwithin the park. These improvements although
constructed of materials respectful of the parktohy, were not part of the original Kessler
vision for the park.

There are a number of large and small trees witiemplaza and along Independence Boulevard,
which provide a significant over story canopy. Thstory garden apartments frame the park on
its northwest and southwest sides. The park renpeipslar with area residents providing a
much needed green space.

A list of resources within Independence Plazaudek, but is not limited to, the following:
Parapet Wall (John Van Brunt, 1899)
Pillars

Ivanhoe Park

The 11.56-acre park is bounded by Brooklyn Avenu¢he west, Wabash Avenue on the east,
E. 43° Street on the north and E."48treet on its south. The park, like many othetthén
system, has a great deal of topographic changeloWes portion of the park along Brooklyn
Avenue includes a playground, basketball court@melbaseball field. There is a park shelter
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located towards the center of the park and is aeckBy a paved path which connects the park
north to south. The higher portion of the park gldabash Avenue has a large baseball field,
which is connected by a wide walking path to thehemast corner of the park. The park
landscape is predominately open grass with a feasanf mature trees in both the northwest and
southwest corners.

Linwood Plaza (Sanford Brown Plaza)

Linwood Plaza is a 17.7-acre park on the southeaser of Linwood Boulevard and Lister
Avenue and provides open green space for thewsuinog neighborhood. An entry drive to the
Veterans Administration Hospital cuts through plaek from north to south.

Lykins Square

Lykins Square is 4.95-acre neighborhood parkenthrtheast corner of Myrtle Avenue and E.
8th Street. Its recreation facilities contain tiaadl diamonds, a children’s play area, a basketball
court, spray-ground and a tennis court. Thereseveral large shade trees around the edges of
the park, indicative of the park's age.

Mill Creek Park

Mill Creek Park is located east of J. C. Nichadskevay from 43rd Street to Ward Parkway and
is a total of 11.43-acres. The long, linear parinia valley on the northern two-thirds of the
park, a high wooded embankment on the east predgdeasing backdrop for the park. Mature
shade trees are also located along J. C. Nichold3\a 47th Street. A paved pedestrian trail with
lighting and exercise stations is located arotnedperimeter of the park. A wetland display is
located along the path in the northeast sectighepark. The most striking element in the park
is the J.C. Nichols Fountain, which is along theA&th Street frontage.

The park continues across W. 47th Street to ththsehere the Plaza Tennis Center is located.
The public facility includes a total of 14 teneurts and support facilities. Numerous shade and
ornamental trees are planted along the perimétdedacility and provide a visually pleasing
edge.

Montgall Park

This 6.1-acre park is located on the northeastaroof the intersection of E. 22nd Street and
Kansas Avenue. The park is predominately openesjaihie center of the park with a number of
mature shade trees most of which are in the n@ghand southeast corners. There is a
playground on the west side of the park and aiitiaddl playground and adjacent structure at
the east side of the park. Two basketball pragaas are located in the northwest portion of the
park and a small baseball field is located onsth#th side of the park. A walking trail circles the
western two-thirds of the park.
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Murray Davis Park

This small .09-acre park is located in an islandhe northeast corner of E. 40th Street and Main
Street. The park contains a monument, which iscdéetl to Murry Davis, a resident of the city
who was killed in World War 1.

Nelson C. Crews Square

Nelson Crews Park is a 6.29-acre facility locaitadhe northeast corner of Woodland Avenue
and E. 27th Street. A sharply sloping hillsidehalimestone outcroppings separates the upper
park on the east from the lower park along Woadilawenue on the west. The lower park
contains both a tennis court and basketball cadfgining a children’s play area, and baseball
diamond and backstop. The upper park is accessaddnrge set of old stone stairs and holds a
spray-ground and utility and toilet building aslvas limestone picnic tables. The area can also
be accessed by a sidewalk connection from E. 3ffgeet. Scattered large shade trees frame the
open grass hillside and upper level picnic areas.

A list of resources within Nelson Crews Squardudes, but is not limited to, the following:
Stairs and retaining wall from Spring Valley Park

Stone tables and grilles

Utility Building (E. B. Delk, 1949)

Oak Park

Oak Park is a neighborhood park of 6.49-acressabdunded by Agnes Avenue on the east, E.
44th Street on the south, East 43rd Street ondht and abuts residential backyards along
Chestnut Avenue to the west. The high point inpiek is in the northeast corner where a small
ball field exists. Three small basketball practioals are located in the south side of the park
along E. 44th Street. A playground is exists mtlorthwest corner of the park where a number
of mature trees provide a shade canopy. Numetmagesrees line both the east and west sides
of the park providing a strong edge to the park.

Observation Park

Observation Park is an 8.88-acre park located emdththeast corner of W. 21st and Holly
streets. The park is a leveled area on top oflavithh a dramatic view of downtown Kansas
City. The original, monumental perimeter retainails of limestone at the south end of the
park remain. In addition the west side of the padkudes a limestone retaining wall with large
columns at the main entry to the park. Monumeriatsfrom the north lead up to the overlook
and includes a cut stone fountainhead (lion's hea#@)rought-iron fence lines the north
overlook. The park has a ball diamond and soceét fhere the reservoir once was on the
south side. Play equipment, swings and a basketbait are located between the ball diamond
and overlook.

A list of resources within Observation Park in@gadbut is not limited to, the following:



OMB No. 1024-0018,

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

The Kansas City System of Parks and Boulevards

Section No._ Appendix C: Assoc. Property Types Page _20 Jackson County, Missouri

North Entrance, Stairs, Retaining Wall and Foun{aidriance Van Brunt and Company,
1911)

Entry Markers (1911)

Stone wall along 21st Street (Adriance Van Brurt @ompany, 1911)

Seven Oaks Park

The 11.23-acre Seven Oaks Park is located betdaskson and Kensington Avenues, E. 39th
Street on the south and E. 37th Street on thé mod predominately residential neighborhood.
A former public school is adjacent to the parkitsmnorthwest corner. As with other
neighborhood parks within the system Seven Oagksdikng topography from its highpoint in
the northeast corner to the southwest corner wihereandform levels out. The majority of the
park is open green space with many mature tregsliaalong the parks perimeter. The southern
portion of the park is where the park improvememéslocated including a baseball field in the
southeast corner, three basketball practice gatstennis courts are located along Jackson
Avenue. Centered in the park is a playground witings as well as a park shelter all of which is
connected to the neighborhood by a paved pathmay Jackson Avenue.

Sheffield Park

Sheffield Park is an 11.24-acre park located meett of the intersection of Winchester Avenue
and E 12th Street. This park has a steep topogifapim the highest point along Ewing Avenue
on the west down to Winchester Avenue on the dasew walk winds through the park to
connect the somewhat dispersed recreationaltfesili

On the upper part of the site is a concrete anztetahelter building containing restrooms. A
gentle slope descends to a children's play anebfuather down below extensive grass banks are
basketball courts, two ball diamonds with backstapd bleachers, and two tennis courts.

The park is mostly open but there are severalggad large shade trees, mostly in the middle of
the park and on the sloping banks, which make ésgve stands and give the park some
distinction.

A list of resources within Sheffield Park inclugdbsit is not limited to, the following:
Shelter building and wading pool (E.B. Delk, 1951)
Limestone steps and wall

Southmoreland Park

Southmoreland Park is a small valley of 3.86-atoeated at northwest of the intersection of
Emanuel Cleaver Il Boulevard and Oak Street. Allstiieam, intermittently dry, still runs
through the park flanked by numerous mature tieesighout the park. The two long sides of
the park have dry laid stone retaining walls, wahet the north end along Forty-Fifth Street
attain a height of about 12 feet. Within the pidudre are a few stone picnic tables and a play
area on the south end.
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Spring Valley Park

Spring Valley Park, totaling approximately 32.68e%; is a broad valley with gently sloping sides
ascending by an easy grade to the southeast. gintbe valley runs the original park drive
complete with limestone curbs typical of the argjiconstruction. Grassy slopes on either side
of the drive have numerous large trees of vargimecies, which collectively provide a fine
scenic composition. On the east side of the pagklee more pronounced slopes with limestone
outcroppings, the remains of the quarry face (eded as retaining walls) creating a relatively
level area for a baseball diamond and, nearbgr,gelnew picnic shelter. In addition there are a
number of limestone outdoor grilles. There isaymrea and an old abandoned picnic shelter in
the southeast portion of the park. Below it isaghconstructed in 1990-1991.The northeast
corner at Twenty-Eighth Street and Brooklyn Aversieccupied by the Bernard Powell
Memorial, a concrete plaza with a granite fountain

A list of resources within Spring Valley Park indks, but is not limited to, the following
Picnic Shelter

Limestone walls

Limestone grilles

Bernard Powell Memorial

Sunnyside Park

Sunnyside Park is 21.25-acre parcel located ondhnideast corner of the intersection of W. 84th
Street and Summit Street. The park provides thaseball fields in the southern portion of the
park. Three tennis courts and a basketball coartogated in the northwest corner of the park
enclosed by a number of mature shade trees. Teatsteof the courts there is a playground and
park shelter as well as a spray-ground which ¢éessed via a park drive from Summit Street. A
paved trail circles the park providing connectibtmshe surrounding neighborhood.

Tower Park

The 18.64-acre Tower Park is located on the soceghworner of 75th Street and Holmes Road in
a residential area. Tower Park’s most noticeaduire is the 134’ high water tower (NR listed),
which resides in the center of the park. The adplit into two parcels by the water tower, a
communication tower and their support facilitisssgell as an access drive and small parking lot.
The northern portion of the park includes a balséletd and open space with a perimeter-
walking trail. The southern portion of the padantains an additional baseball field, two park
shelters and a playground area all of which isneated by a perimeter-walking trail. There are
numerous mature shade trees within the centesauitiern portion of the park.

Traber Park
Traber Garden is a .78-acre park located inrdféd island of a residential cul-de-sac and
consists of open lawn.
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Troost Park

Troost Lake Park is a 8.75-acre park with is ledatoutheast of the Paseo and E. 27th Street.
The lake was originally fed by a large springhegt $outh end and currently has a natural edge
and provide fishing and viewing opportunities tioe surrounding neighborhood. Troost Lake
Drive skirts the lake at the south end and follolescontour of the land exiting into Vine Street.
A non-original retaining wall runs along the sosttle of the drive. Another non-original stone
retaining wall runs along the east side of TheeBaghich is the west side of the Troost Lake

property.

Van Brunt Park

The 13.2-acre Van Brunt Park is located alongetist side of Van Brunt Boulevard from E.

16th Street on the north to E. 20th Street orstheh, Hardesty Avenue form the eastern limits.
There is also a small triangular portion of thekpavhich is located between E. 17th Street and
Van Brunt as the Boulevard angles from the sousthieethe northwest. The vast majority of the
park is sloping open space with a number of matees predominately along Van Brunt
Boulevard and within the central portion of thekpd here is a large stone stair with ornamental
iron railing to the north of Van Brunt Boulevaittht leads down the grassy slope to the center of
the park as well as a playground on the east djagtent to Hardesty Avenue.

Walnut Grove Park (The Grove)

The Grove is an 11.33- acre park at the soutleaser of Truman Road and Benton Boulevard.
The eastern boundary edge follows Benton BouleVarching a curve around the southeast
corner. The topography generally slopes downwameh the western edge to the northeast
corner. The park contains ball fields on bothehst and western ends of the facility. There are
several large, old deciduous trees within the parlwell as some still lining the boundaries

(north and southeast), and a grouping in the ramttiral section. Two stone landings, each with
two sets of stairs and iron rails, from entrareteiSansas and at Bellefontaine lead to the heart of
the park where a newer pool facility exists. dJoghe west of the pool there is a playground and
park shelter as well as a basketball practice godldrinking fountain.

Washington Square

Washington Square is a 4.74-acre park on the satthof Pershing Road between Grand
Boulevard on the east and Main Street on the Wést.park includes walkways of concrete
pavers throughout the park and along its perimbtnches and lighting in a reproduction period
style. The southeast corner of the park contaaisssup to the “link”, an enclosed pedestrian
bridge, as well as a Korean War Memorial. Theustalf George Washington (Henry Merwin
Shrady, Wight and Wight, 1925; replica) was reteddrom Columbus Park to the southeast
corner of the park, and placed on a new cut spexestal, visible from both streets. Along the
northwest boundary of the park, next to the raikas an old cast stone balustrade with a
concrete sidewalk. A number of large shade trees heen incorporated into the park providing
a heavy canopy of shade in the majority of thépar
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Westwood Park

Westwood Park is a total of 9.33-acres and istéatan the southeast corner of State Line and
W. 47th Street. The northwest portion of the pargently sloping green space which includes a
baseball field and open space. A park sheltexaated in the southwest corner of the park and
provides a view to the park below. In additionréhis also a large playground facility on the
eastern side of the park. The park also inclueéesneter and interior walking trails and a large
number of shade and ornamental trees, which peavideautiful shade canopy.

Wilbur H. Dunn Park

This 9.23-acre park is located southwest of thersatction of The Paseo and E. Meyer
Boulevard. The park is predominantly open spach pé&destrian walkways. A footbridge with
concrete arched deck supported by stone pylonssanss a creek bed within the park, stone
retaining walls are located at the sides of thelckeed. At the end of the footbridge at the
northwest side are two-curved low, un-coursed st@tie marking a path to the creek. Other
improvements in the park include a tennis courtlaasketball court on the far east end.

Name of Property Type:

Boulevards: Intra-neighborhood Connectors. Theeenare of these Intra-neighborhood
Connectors described below. The Paseo, Benton,dadywWeyer, Swope, Van Brunt and Ward
Parkway, provide the overall framework for the entiystem and were designed by George
Edward Kessler. Gillham and Sixty-Third Street ase included in the context: The Work of
George Edward Kessler and the Kansas City Park8anbkkvards System, 1887-1926.

Description:

Benton Boulevard (East Boulevard)

Benton Boulevard connects two important east-wasges within the Park and Boulevard
System, Linwood Boulevard and Brush Creek Boul@&wope Parkway. From Linwood
Boulevard, Benton continues straight in a nortatis@lignment and generally level to Forty-
fourth Street; from this point, Benton Boulevandiis gently southeast and descends gradually to
Forty-seventh Street before curving sharply tosthrethwest to cross Brush Creek.

Throughout, Benton Boulevard's cross sectionasctiaracteristic 100 feet wide boulevard with
a forty foot roadway, fifteen to eighteen footgpatrips and five to six foot sidewalks. Single-
family residential housing lines both sides of blm&ilevard throughout. From the beginning of
the boulevard at E. Linwood to E."?8treet there is a single row of mature trees treeside
providing the over-story canopy planned by Gedtgssler for the Parkways and Boulevards.
Between Forty-forth and the end of the boulevaf@rash Creek some breaks in the street tree
planting exist. However the combination of theesif the trees both within and outside of the
Benton Boulevard right-of-way makes this roadwayeajoyable experience.

A list of resources along Benton Boulevard inchkjdzut is not limited to, the following:
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The Frank Sebree Bridge (Harrington, Howard ankl, A923; with modifications)

Gillham Road

Gillham Road runs for nearly four and a half miiesn Hospital Hill Park (E.23rd Street) on the
north to Brush Creek Boulevard on the south. Taelway starts at fifty feet wide beside
Hospital Hill Park, where large shade trees exisboth sides of the road. Through the Twenty-
fifth to E. Linwood Boulevard corridor, Gillham Rd becomes a sixty feet wide roadway with
narrow grass strips and sidewalks. There is aahiarge mature shade trees (though minimal)
and newer plantings along this portion of the woayl

From Thirty-first to Thirty-fourth Streets, thereeagwo Gillham Roads. The first is Gillham
Plaza, which continues the line of Locust Stréae second continues the line of Cherry Street,
one block to the east. As with the prior sectioeré are large mature shade trees as well as
newer plantings; sidewalks have been built oshéfront of commercial development. Similar
conditions occur between Thirty-fourth to Thirtiyts Street.

Beginning at Thirty-sixth residential uses, bothgse and multi-family return. In this section
Gillham Road divides into two-30 foot sectionsiard the east and west sides of Hyde Park,
rejoining between Thirty-eighth and Thirty-nintlré&ets. South of Thirty-ninth Street Gillham
Road continues as a fifty-foot roadway with grstsps, concrete sidewalks and intermittent
shade trees on each side of the road. GillhamiBdokated along the eastern side of the road
from thirty-ninth to forty-third and adds to thefuresque view from the roadway. South of
Forty-second Street, Gillham Road gradually tuonthe southeast around the Rockhill
neighborhood, now crossing to the east side oGillkam Park with providing view into the
pastoral landscape before terminating at BruslelCBoulevard.

The entire parkway was repaved and new sewersscanid streetlights were added in 1985.
A list of resources along Gillham Road include, bot limited to, the following:

Dual, ornamental staircase, north of Twenty-fiftre8t (Kessler and Henry Wright, 1912).
Santa Fe Trail Marker in the median at Thirty-elgBtreet (John Van Brunt, 1922).

Park Management Building No. 2 at 3915 Gillham R@&driance Van Brunt, 1905)
Eagle Scout Memorial Fountain north of Thirty-nii8treet (1968).

Wading Pool (Larkin & Associates, with E. F. Corwir976)

Linwood Boulevard

Linwood Boulevard is a major artery connecting &heway Boulevard on the west to Van Brunt
Boulevard on the east. Throughout its length bin@levard gently rises and falls with the
surrounding topography in a predominately straadignment. The standard cross section of
Linwood Boulevard is a sixty-foot wide roadway kwien to twelve foot grass verges and five to
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six foot sidewalks on both sides of the boulevérdhe western most section, from Broadway
Boulevard to Gillham Road, Linwood Boulevard mageseral diagonal shifts from the true
west-east alignment before resuming an eastwaydnaént at Gillham Road. This section has
become predominantly commercial with portions eldtirfamily residential. This portion has
lost most of its grass verges and street treeshé&uwest, between Broadway Boulevard and
Main Street, the narrow grass verges and a nuofbeature trees remain.

From Gillham Road eastward to Montgall Avenue draluse is a mix of single and multi-

family residential, commercial and institutionalitiféh this area most of the grass verges

remain, however the street tree placement is nudistent. The same land use exists from
Montgall Avenue east to Chelsea Avenue. The larmmstathis portion retains the green verges
and both mature and some recently planted stiees,thowever a consistent edge does not exist.
From Chelsea Avenue the boulevard turns to théheast crossing E. 31st Street before turning
due east to its terminus at Van Brunt Boulevarce View from the roadway widens within this
portion of the corridor to include the open greatspon both sides of the roadway. Large
expanses of grass and a number of mature treethénmgght-of-way, however the consistent

edge does not exist.

A list of resources along Linwood Boulevard inclutat not limited to, the following:

Traffic signal at the intersection of Linwood Bowded and The Paseo (Edward B. Delk)
Santa Fe Trail marker at Euclid Avenue.

Meyer Boulevard

Meyer Boulevard provides a southern link of thedris park and boulevard system, joining
Ward Parkway at its west end, The Paseo at theaimtlpand Swope Parkway and the entrance
to Swope Park at its terminus. It also containsesofithe system’s most important civic
embellishments, from minor sculptural pieces to tajor fountains including the Sea Horse
Fountain at its west end and the Haff Memorial Faumat its east end.

The boulevard truly has a grand scale throughotlt gentle grades, varying alignments, wide
grass verges and large shade trees, howeverdtreet@o distinctive cross sections. The western
half from Ward Parkway to The Paseo has a typight-of-way of 140 feet, containing a sixty-
foot roadway, forty-foot margins of grass withiaf®ot sidewalk on both sides of the roadway.
Throughout this portion of Meyer Boulevard largeture street trees line the roadway reflecting
the Kessler concept. Through the Oak Meyer Gardezs, announced by low stone entrance
walls flanking the sidewalks, the tree plantings slightly irregular in pattern. Single family
residential is the predominant land use alonggéction of the boulevard.

Crossing The Paseo intersection, the boulevars toortheast and then southeast around the
northern side of Dunn Park. Institutional groudstribute to the open space and large scale,
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however the absence of mature street trees isaaditie. Architectural features include a pair of
brick and wrought iron markers on either side @&yer Boulevard at Wornall Road and the
American War Mothers Memorial in the median at Paseo.

Meyer Boulevard’s eastern half from The Paseo tof@\Parkway becomes a divided cross-
section, which terminates into a monumental foretcauthe Swope Park entrance. Typically the
boulevard consists of two forty foot roadways sepet by a grassed sixty foot median, with
twenty foot grass verges and four to five foot gidiks on both sides. There are stretches where
mature street trees continue to line the roadwaly shrubs and floral beds in the median
providing a picturesque landscape. Two minor aechitral embellishments are located within
this portion of the corridor including small limese walls on either side of South Benton Street
and a copy of the Statue of Liberty at Prospectnivee As with the western end of the corridor,
residential uses predominate along with some utstital.

A list of resources along Meyer Boulevard includet not limited to, the following:

Sea Horse Fountain at Meyer Circle (Edward Buebidk, 1924; modified)

American War Mothers Memorial at the Paseo (Edviardhler Delk, 1942)

Replica of the Statue of Liberty at Prospect Aver(&. A. Bertholdi, 1949)

Haff Circle and Mirror Pool (Jorgen Dreyer sculptd®27: Wilbur H. Dunn, Landscape, 1939
and Hare and Hare.

Sixty-Third Street Parkway

Sixty-third Street Parkway is a "true" parkway, wé divided cross-section and limited access.
From Swope Parkway on the west it descends smoaliihg the north side of Swope Park to
Jackson Avenue. Its broad right-of-way is 150,femhilar to Swope Parkway, however the two
roadways are only 24 feet wide and the median i® gixty feet wide. Numerous mature shade
trees line the north right-of-way and more areudeld in the median. The south side of the right-
of-way has few trees but the views into Swope Rafkance the “parkway” feel. East of Jackson
Avenue at the foot of the descent is the Zoo Dentance to Swope Park. The historic portion
of Sixty-third Street Parkway ends at EImwood Awemigross from Zoo Drive.

Swope Parkway

Swope Parkway has a typical 150-foot right-of-wlapughout and contains two thirty-six foot
roadways separated by a forty-foot median, witdsgiverges and sidewalks on both sides. The
first section of the parkway starting at The Pasethe west runs along the south side of Brush
Creek Parkway to the Frank Sebree Bridge at BeBtardlevard and Forty-ninth Street. The
north side of the parkway fronts Brush Creek armyiples access to several small parking lots
and recreation facilities. The south side is mikedsing with some neighborhood commercial,
schools and institutions. There is no consisteaestree planting within this section of the
parkway.
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From Benton Boulevard, Swope Parkway turns sowsitgrading the landform in easy grades
with a slightly curving alignment to Fifty-sixthi®@et. From this point the alignment continues
straight south to Sixty-seventh Street and the reatrance to Swope Park. Both sides of the
parkway have a mix of housing as well as churchogskcand commercial properties. The
planting of street trees becomes more consistahisrportion of the parkway with an
abundance of trees of varying sizes and variefies.median has a double row of trees, with a
space down the center. From Sixty-Third StreetixtySSeventh Street the parkway provides a
commanding view of Swope Park to the east and cates in the monumental entrance at
Meyer Boulevard.

The Paseo

The Paseo continues to be key portion park antebard system, joining the extreme ends of
the system from Kessler Park in the north to &stdential districts in the south. Starting from
the Missouri River Valley and skirting the eastesof the City's Central Business District,
swinging around Troost Lake, crossing Brush Ciaedk curving around Forest Hill Cemetery
in the south. The Paseo generally follows thehisouth grid but frequently turns to one side
or the other to seek the most favorable line engéntly rolling topography.

The Paseo begins at the intersection of the ehéxhgton Avenue along the Missouri River
bluffs northeast of downtown Kansas City. Theiahisection of the Paseo is a two lane,
undivided roadway. As the roadway approaches kewidgnce Avenue it transitions into two
lanes of traffic in each direction divided by adi@n of varying width. As the roadway
continues south from E"Street to E. 18 Street the width widens substantially and is
adorned with a number of architectural elements.

The section of The Paseo from Eighteenth Streg¢hsswa four-lane undivided roadway about
sixty feet wide in a highly variable right- of-wasidewalks typically align both sides of the
roadway with some exceptions. The roadway oncendgalivided from Twenty-ninth to Thirty-
first Streets as it moves through Troost Park.

From Thirty-first Street south to Brush Creek Bxuard, the roadway is four-lane, straight,
generally level, undivided, about sixty feet wated includes grass strips and paved walkways
on both sides. The right- of-way is the standd@@-fbot width this area of the roadway.

In the next section from Brush Creek to Meyer Buoatd, The Paseo assumes a divided cross-
section with typically thirty-six foot roadways thsit within a 200-foot right-of-way. In most
areas there is a ninety-foot median, which includasfoot grass strips and five-foot sidewalks
on both sides. There is minimal cross slope ang grddual grade changes. The alignment for
the most part is straight, however there are prooed shifts to the east from Brush Creek
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Boulevard to Fiftieth Street. In addition the alngent shifts westwards between Fifty-eighth and
Fifty-ninth Streets where the typical median is imatuded within this one block.

In the final section south of Meyer Boulevard,réhiss an alignment change as the roadway
shifts one block east and boarders the southwelseastern sides of Dunn Park. South of E.

67" Street the alignment of the roadway returns tivigleld cross section with a 160 foot
right-of-way, two thirty-six foot roadways withféty foot grass median, ten foot grass strips
and five foot sidewalks on both sides of the roagwWrrom E. 68 Street the alignment curves
gracefully to the west and at E."¥Street returns to a straight roadway in-line wité typical

city roadway grid to its terminus at Seventy-niStneet.

A list of resources along The Paseo includesjsnot limited to, the following:

The Ninth Street Fountain (now the Women'’s Leddprountain), 1900; modified.
August Meyer Monument

The Pergola

The Terrace

The Traffic Signal

Sunken Garden

Fountain at 79 Street

77" Street Bridge

Van Brunt Boulevard

The historic section of Van Brunt Boulevard covevsr three miles and is a major connector
through the eastern districts of the City. Fromtiméo south it can be divided into four areas:
from Gladstone Boulevard to Independence Avemoe) independence Avenue to Truman
Road, in which it is crossed by the Kansas Citymiieal Railroad (now AMTRAK) Bridge
(known as the Van Brunt Subway) around Twelftte&tiand jogs around the north and east
sides of EImwood Cemetery; from Truman Road to Mysixth Street; and from Twenty-sixth
Street to Thirty-first Street, in which the Intest® 70 interchange makes an elevated crossing
towards its south end.

The first part of Van Brunt Boulevard consists difty-foot four-lane roadway with ten-foot
grass verges planted with shade trees and fisextimot sidewalks. This part is the north/south
connector within the northeast neighborhoods. wifdown the corridor on the east side is
Budd Park Esplanade with its formalized landsaap®decorative fountain, leading to Budd
Park. Much of the shade tree canopy remains imtdhin this portion of the boulevard as
Kessler intended.

The second area begins at Independence Avenue Wdresne block it is divided around a

central planted area to accommodate a shift gnalent eastward. The road continues to the
south as a fifty-foot four-lane roadway with vesgnd sidewalks as in the area to the north,
large mature shade trees line both sides of thdéway providing a strong canopy to & Street.
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From this point to the railroad bridge and onfte horth side of EImwood Cemetery at Twelfth
Street the green verges remain however the $teset are gone. Van Brunt then jogs east and
then south around the northeast corner of EiImwoehetery where a concrete boundary wall
and a grass strip exists. Even though there petstirees along the west side of the roadway the
numerous mature trees within the cemetery rise@abwe height of the wall and help to provide
a partial green edge to the roadway. The eastlsedboulevard is single family residential and
has a substantial edge of street trees.

The third part of Van Brunt Boulevard, south of fran Road curves to the east and ascends
southeastward around the former St. Paul’'s Schobheology and through Van Brunt Park

with its rolling topography and commanding viewseTalignment wraps around the east side of
East High School swinging slightly west to the rseetion of E. 20th Street. From this point to
E. 26th Street the alignment maintains a southkgnment. The fifty-foot roadway cross-
section is maintained throughout this section eftibulevard and is intermixed with formal
street tree plantings as well as informal tree giogs.

At Twenty-Sixth Street, the area of the bouleMaedomes a divided cross-section with two
thirty-five feet wide roadways with twenty-footags median, lined with numerous mature shade
trees, however a consistent edge no longer eXisesboulevard rises and falls with the terrain in
this section providing commanding views. A contengpy sculpture, called “Reaching” has

been installed in the median north of Twenty-Si&theet on the west side of Van Brunt.
Between Twenty-ninth and Thirtieth Streets, therstate-70 interchange passing overhead
degrades the boulevard image. The last block tdyFfirst Street has another contemporary
sculpture (this needs to be verified that it i ist place) but no distinctive street trees, badaog
more freeway-like in character.

A list of resources along Van Brunt Boulevard irgubut not limited to, the following:
Van Brunt Subway, Ninth through Twelfth Streets iid&an Unwerth, 1927)

Ward Parkway

Ward Parkway is truly the showpiece of the KarGeg, Missouri, park and boulevard system.

In 2012 the American Planning Association thro@gkat Places in America designated Ward
Parkway as a “Great Street.” The Parkway starBr@bkside Boulevard and Brush Creek and
proceeds west and southwest along both sidesushBCZreek through the County Club Plaza. At
Fifty- second Street (the beginning of the ShawMession Parkway heading west), it leaves the
valley curving south, ascending the topographlyitty-fifth Street where the parkway takes on a
consistent parkway cross section and includesiessef nonstandard and unique embellishments
which make Ward Parkway exceptional in the anohfsarkway design.
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Ward Parkway can be dived into three sectionssB@reek to Fifty-fifth Street; Fifty-fifth
Street to Meyer Boulevard; and from Meyer BouleMar Seventy-seventh Street.

Ward Parkway begins on the south side of the Cgu@iub Plaza, J.C. Nichols' pioneering and
enormously influential shopping center, at Brookdgbulevard immediately south of the Plaza
Tennis Center on the south end of Mill Creek PBidth sides of Ward Parkway (north and
south of Brush Creek) are four-lane, two-lane ichedirection east of Belleview Avenue and a
one-way pair west of Belleview Avenue, westboundtenorth side and eastbound on the
south. The north roadway starts at J.C. Nichol&Way (the continuation of which bridges the
creek on the line of Baltimore Avenue). The souathdway extends one block east to start at
Main Street. There are sidewalks on both outerssod&Vard Parkway as far west as Fifty-first
Street.

The median throughout this section is 150 feett® fg@et wide in a total right-of-way as much as
500 feet. The median contains Brush Creek, whachmajor drainage basin within the area from
Brookside Boulevard on the east to W. 52nd S{tteetintersection with Shawnee Mission
Parkway) on the west. The channel is a naturahadge basin from W. 52nd Street to Roanoke
Parkway where limestone walls enclose a concrati@eage basin, which frequently floods
outside its limits.

The area from Roanoke Parkway east to BrooksidéeBard was improved in the mid-1990s as
part of a flood control project along the creekeTimprovements included a substantial
deepening of the channel to aid in the containroéttie water during flood events. There are a
series of recirculating decorative water falls ba ¢ast side of the Roanoke Parkway Bridge that
drop into the permanent pool, which runs alongG@banty Club Plaza. Limestone walls,
concrete sidewalks and steps provide pedestriaasac¢o the wide walkways along both side of
the creek, which provide a unique recreational egpee. Substantial landscaping along both of
the creek provide for commanding views along tlugipn of the Ward Parkway corridor.

From Brush Creek to Fifty-Fifth Street, Ward Paaywturns south and ascends up out of the
valley; the wide median slopes dramatically andtaims a number of mature trees. The median
reduces to approximately ninety feet wide at FHtfth Street.

There are vehicular bridges across the creek witobeeding east to west are: Main Street,
Nichols Parkway, Wornall Road (highly ornamentadtcstone detailing), Roanoke Parkway and
Belleview Avenue. There is also an ornate pedestiridge crossing Brush Creek at Central
Street. Shade tree plantings vary within thisieactAt the east end there are large mature shade
trees lining the parkway. Moving westward, theulagrows of trees continue on the outer side
of each roadway, but the median planting areftassal but still substantial. At Fifty-first Street
west and south, the planting composition incluekesie trees and other large species, which
have developed to their full potential given tasgke open space.
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Within the Ward Parkway median there are sevgratial features. There is a bronze statue of
Sir Winston and Lady Churchill, “Married Love” dhe northwest corner of Wornall Road and
the south half of Ward Parkway. There is a brastatue of "The Trailmaster" about 200 yards
west of Wornall Road on the south of Ward Parkwayo tennis courts are located in the
median on the south side of Brush Creek west déew Avenue.

In the second section, Fifty-fifth Street to Memulevard, Ward Parkway consists of divided
roadways of three lanes each, the western thigblsaund and the eastern three northbound The
roadway is curbed and minimal driveway curb cuid frequent intersections with the numerous
cross streets. Stately single-family residentrapprties line Ward Parkway on both the east and
west sides (there is no commercial developmemigatibe parkway). Eight to ten-foot grass
verges and five-foot concrete sidewalks line tagkkway on both sides.

The median is approximately ninety-feet wide tlyloout this section. Both sides of both the

north and south bound lanes have rows of tregigjaficant number of which are large, mature
specimens providing a significant green edge. & laee stretches where smaller trees exist where
re-planting has occurred. There are a few "gatsth are open where trees have died and have
not yet been replaced but such area are minimal.

A large number of "civic adornments” have beenaltestl in the median, including a
Confederacy Monument at Fifty-fifth Street, a mirpmol with three fountain jets and
surrounding sidewalks between Sixty-first Terrasd Sixty-third Street and a wrought iron and
limestone gate at Sixty-third Street.

The final section from Meyer Boulevard to SeveSgwenth Street, Ward Parkway has the same
roadway and sidewalk cross section with a slightlgrower median of approximately seventy
feet wide south to Gregory Boulevard and approsetydifty feet wide to its terminus. From
Seventy-fifth Street south, the only sidewalkistle west side of Ward Parkway from Seventy-
fifth to Seventy-sixth streets.

There are few majestic, mature trees within tloidipn of the parkway and replacement trees
have been planted at various times. Between Sgtieintl and Seventy-fifth Streets there is an
allee of Washington hawthorns centered in the ared\ithough the shade trees are not of
consistent size the corridor does maintain a 8ggmit green canopy.

This section of Ward Parkway has a number of oerdal objects including "Sea Horse"
Fountain which anchors Meyer Circle with it's momental sculpture and dramatic water effects,
the Meyer Circle Gateway and Avenue of Trees agmaping of cast stone seating (non-
historic) north of Meyer Circle. Additional feags going north to south are: two floral beds on
either side of a marble urn at Sixty-fourth Teea@ cut stone panel and base south of Sixty-fifth
Street, a cut stone wellhead at Sixty-sixth Stridset bronze Eagle Statue on a limestone base at
Sixty-seventh Street, two marble urns on limesioeestals on either side of Sixty-seventh
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Street, a fountain surrounded by floral beds atySiinth Street, a sunken garden with a small
fountain at Romany Road, and eight spiral columitis a floral bed in front and juniper trees
behind north of Gregory Boulevard.

In addition, there are numerous neighborhood nmakeated on both sides of Ward Parkway
throughout its entire length, which are outsidéhef right-of-way.

A list of resources along and through Ward Parkimalude, but not limited to, the following:

Fiftieth Street Bridge (1920)

Mirror Pool near Sixty-Second Street (E. B. Ddl@24)

Venetian Gate near Sixty-Third Street (purchasdthiy, 1924)

Meyer Circle Gateway (1927) and Avenue of TreeB(BDelk, 1930)

Marble Plaque at Sixty-Seventh Street (import,0)94

The Eagle at Sixty-Seventh Street (Japanesedrtifa35)

Pedestal Fountain and Pool at Sixty-Eight Tereaw Sixty-Ninth Street (import, 1930)
Romany Road Fountain and Pool (import, 1930)

Ornamental Columns at Gregory Boulevard (1936)

Name of Property Type:

Boulevards: Major Residential “Main Streets.” These streets provide connections to the Intra-
Neighborhood Connectors and/or parks. All of thalewards included in this category were
originally designed by George E. Kessler.

Description:

Armour Boulevard

Armour Boulevard provides an important east-wiedt between Broadway Boulevard on the
west and The Paseo on the east. The grade afddevay follows the gentle undulations of the
landform throughout. The alignment is straighsp@nding to the area grid plan along the line of
Thirty-fifth Street to the east. The cross-sectimoughout provides a sixty feet roadway with
eight-foot grass strips and six to eight foot widks.

Along the corridor from Broadway Boulevard to Gdln Road, mature shade trees line portions
of the road, but a continues edge is not achieled.tree canopy is denser on the east and west
ends, thinning out in the central portion betwedth&mn Road and Main Street. The
neighborhood through which Armour Boulevard pass@sedominantly multi-family

residential, with areas of commercial/office andrcih uses intermixed across the corridor.

Brookside Boulevard
Brookside Boulevard is the southern continuatioMdlf Creek Parkway (now Nichols
Parkway) from Emanuel Cleaver Il Boulevard on tbetimto Meyer Boulevard on the south. For
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much of its length it is paralleled on the easegigt the Trolley Trail, a walking/biking trail
which follows the Country Club streetcar line rigiftway, adding 100’ to the typical 80’-90’
right-of-way.

In addition, there are several adjacent "vest ptigkarks and/ traffic islands located at Forty-
eighth Street, north of Fiftieth Street, Fiftycead Street through Fifty-fourth Street, and Fifty-
eighth Street through Fifty-ninth Street, all e vest side. There is one small triangular traffic
island on the east side, south of Fifty-Ninth 8tr&he boulevard passes by Brookside Park (on
the east side between Fifty-sixth and Fifty-sele$treets) and Brookside Court (on the east side
from Sixty-third to Meyer Boulevard).

The boulevard's cross-section is typically a fittpt wide roadway, with sidewalks and a single
row of street trees on each side. Additionalettieee plantings within the Trolly Trail right-of-
way and the two parks add to the tree canopy.nbih end of the corridor land use includes the
University of Missouri at Kansas City campus angmort uses as well as some single-family
residential. Beginning at W. Fifty-second Stréwbtigh W. Sixty-second Terrace the land use is
overwhelmingly single-family residential of vargstyles. Commercial develop exists from W.
Sixty-second Terrace south the end of the coradiddeyer Boulevard.

A list of resources associated with Brookside Boulevard include, but not limited to, the
following:

Brookside Entry Markers

Retaining Wall on west side of Boulevard starfungt north of 51st Street (A. Stone, 1917)
Brookside Court between Sixty-Third and Meyer Ewalrd

Neighborhood marker at Fifty-Seventh Street

Cast stone Statue with stone base at Fifty-Se&omet, east side

Brush Creek Boulevard

Brush Creek Boulevard is an important cross-reotenecting the Ward Parkway corridor at the
west end to Van Brunt Boulevard and the Blue Rwaltey at the east end. It is best considered
in two sections: the western section from Maieeattto The Paseo, and the Eastern section from
The Paseo to Benton Boulevard. The western seftbanMain Street to The Paseo makes a
number of jogs and changes its cross section aevies At The Paseo, it steps a whole block
from Forty-sixth Street to Forty-Seventh Stredble continuing. The eastern section from The
Paseo to Benton Boulevard winds along the northiele of Brush Creek Parkway and, without
driveways and curb cuts, functions as a free-farkway-type facility.

Proceeding east from Main Street to Oak Streetbtiulevard extends the line of Forty-Seventh
Street. Its cross section is a sixty-foot widedway in a 125-foot right-of-way with thirty foot +

margins for street trees and sidewalks. Planes reggdaced American elms. From Oak Street to
Rockhill Road the boulevard follows the southeroperty line of the Nelson-Atkins Museum of
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Art grounds. In this section, the right-of-wayl@0 feet and the roadway is divided by a narrow
grass median with floral planting but featuresstreet trees. From Rockhill Road to Gillham
Road, the boulevard jogs through the southerngddhte Rockhill neighborhood. Its right-of-

way varies between eighty and 105 feet and thdwag is forty to sixty feet wide.

Just west of Gillham Road, there is a neighborhoadker and traffic control island added in
1989. From Gillham Road to The Paseo, the boutelas a right-of-way of about 100 feet and a
roadway of about sixty feet, and is planted witeHan elms.

From The Paseo, Brush Creek Boulevard followsth¢h side of the Brush Creek Parkway. In
this eastern section, the roadway is fifty feedewvith a sidewalk and street trees on the north
side and the park landscape on the south sidepdikside plantings become more open and
irregular, like a large picturesque park. On themside, there is a particularly fine group of
three rows of Siberian elms. The last stretchaefiévard at the eastern end, flow about the line
of Bellefontaine Avenue to Benton Boulevard hakma both sides. Throughout, the elms have
been interspersed with other replacement streetspecies, predominantly sugar maples and pin
oaks.

Chestnut Street Parkway

Chestnut Street Parkway runs straight north frodep@ndence Boulevard through North
Terrace, now Kessler Park, descending graduall{evgi@ssing beneath Lexington Avenue
(under a steel girder bridge, completed 1908) witereters Kessler Park. It continues
northward through the park, passing under Clifiv@rfa reinforced concrete bridge completed in
1920). The parkway section has a right-of-way dependence Boulevard of about 175 feet,
widening to 300 feet in accordance with the 138@&®mmendation to take half a block on both
sides. The roadway is forty feet wide with opersgrslopes on either side; mass, mature
plantings screen much of the adjoining housing fuoemv. Streetlights (non-decorative) line

both sides of the parkway. Without intersectiond with grade-separated crossings, Chestnut
Street Parkway is a "true" parkway.

Gladstone Boulevard

Gladstone Boulevard begins at Independence Bouweuaning north to Kessler Park, turning
east passing front of The Colonnade. From thistghm boulevard makes several northern and
eastern turns before turning east and followingsthethern edge of Kessler Park to its terminus
at N. Belmont Boulevard. From this point the boalemake several northern and eastern turns.
Gladstone Boulevard is a wide, two-lane roadwayanying width with grass verges and

™ According to “Plan for Parks, Boulevards and Parkways for Kansas City, Missouri, 1983”, the term parkway is

defined as “usually of varying width, not as formal in character as the boulevard, with a continuous roadway and
often with active or passive landscaped recreational facilities of neighborhood or community importance. The
roadway is ordinarily restricted to non-commercial traffic and residences seldom front upon the parkway. See
page 52.
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sidewalks on both sides of the roadway. Wherertheed abuts Kessler Park the regular street
trees are replaced by the more informal plantinigls the park on its north side. The Boulevard
has a wealth of mature shade trees providing angrdge as the road passes through the historic
residential neighborhoods.

Nichols Parkway

Nichols Parkway (formally Mill Creek Parkway) isetleontinuation of Broadway Boulevard
southward, starting at Forty-third Street and forgnihe western edge of Mill Creek Park; past
the Brush Creek tennis courts and crossing BruselCo its termination at the east bound lanes
of Ward Parkway. Its typical cross section is daysiwot wide undivided roadway. Mill Creek
Park runs the entire length of the parkway on #s# side providing pleasant views into the
picturesque park and providing a consistent grelge.€The western edge includes a six to eight-
foot wide grass verge and six-foot wide sidewalumrous large shade trees line the roadway
providing an appealing drive. Land uses along testwide include institutional, multi-family
residential and commercial towards the southertigror

Name of Property Type:

Minor Residential “Main Streets.” This property type connects to the Major Residgiiain
Streets and/or parks. All but four boulevards wagsigned by George E. Kessler and three were
envisioned by William Rockhill Nelson.

Description:

Belmont Boulevard

Belmont Boulevard runs straight south from Said@®ue on the north to Wilson Avenue on the
south. From its northernmost point at the Indiayund overlooking the Missouri River valley

the boulevard descends gradually to the south ciidss-section is typical of boulevards of this
era with a fifty-foot roadway with twelve-foot g strips and a five to six foot sidewalk on both
sides of the boulevard. This cross-section is isterst for most of the boulevard's length with a
few exceptions; a concrete median of varying waltists between Norledge Avenue to Scarritt
Avenue and for one block south of Smart Avenud/tison Avenue, the cross-section includes a
forty-foot grass median dividing the north boumd douthbound lanes.

In the northern portion of the boulevard the sttest planting is fairly continuous on both sides
of the roadway along the residential properti¢eed tree plantings are less consistent on the
east side of the road where it fronts industregsuand as the boulevard approaches Wilson
Avenue.

Budd Park Esplanade

Budd Park Esplanade is a parkway which beginsaat Bfunt Boulevard and extends east for
two blocks, to Brighton Avenue and Budd Park. Thgl@ade has a right-of-way of
approximately 132 feet with two, forty-foot roadveageparated by a thirty-foot grass median;
six-foot grass strips and five-foot sidewalks ameeach side of the parkway. The median is
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planted with two rows of shade trees and eachdfitlee esplanade has a single row trees. The
American Legion Memorial resides within the medéong Van Brunt Boulevard. Residential
properties align both sides of the parkway. ThedBdrk Esplanade continues around the west
and south sides of Budd Park and consists of tytfdot wide roadway with glass edges and
sidewalks, street trees exist on both side of tlaé but are not consistent.

Resources found along Budd Park Esplanade, inchudeare not limited to the following:
American Legion Memorial Fountain (Robert Merrila@e, 1921) moved from 9th and Main in
1960. Because it was moved from its original lawatio a park setting from an urban
environment, the statue has lost its significance.

Harrison Boulevard

Harrison Boulevard runs for four straight blocksith from Armour Boulevard to Thirty-Ninth
Street. It connects with the upper end of HarriBarkway at Thirty-Seventh Street, crossing
Manheim Road at Thirty-eighth Street where a snoalhdabout resides in the center of the
intersection. The right-of-way is eighty-feet withelve-foot grass verges and six-foot wide
sidewalks. A few large shade trees exist alongpthdevard; however numerous “openings”
exist within the residential neighborhood.

Karnes Boulevard

Karnes Boulevard begins at the intersection oBWét Street and Southwest Trafficway. The
initial alignment is southwest as it enters thadric Coleman Highlands area, the alignment
quickly turns to a north-south alignment to theth@f W. Coleman Road. From here the
boulevard continues south through W. 34th Stréwtresit begins to swing to the southwest. The
cross section is a forty-foot roadway with fiftefot grass verges and five to six-foot sidewalks.
Single-family residential abuts the roadway thitmogf this portion of the road.

From W. 34th Street Karnes Boulevard winds southitgsugh Roanoke Park crossing
Roanoke Road to its termination at Wyoming Strébis portion of the roadway is thirty feet
wide, curbed without sidewalks. Plantings withirstarea are irregular and include many mature
shade and ornamental trees in a pastoral settimgh provides a scenic drive.

Manheim Road

The central stretch of Manheim, from Thirty-seveS8treet and Forest Avenue to Thirty-ninth
Street and Virginia Avenue, has a forty-foot widadway with eight-foot grass verges and 5

feet wide sidewalks lining both sides of the roagwrl here are large shade trees on both sides of
the roadway but consistent edge is not achievied wiestern end of Manheim Road is aligned
along the east side of Hyde Park overlooking KarriParkway. Manheim Road is a short
boulevard within a neighborhood of small singlesiig homes.
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Maple Boulevard

Maple Boulevard is a pleasantly treed residesti@et connecting East Independence Boulevard
on the south to Maple Park on the north. Fomits blocks Maple Boulevard consists of a
forty-foot roadway flanked on both sides by tentfgrass strips planted with large shade trees
and five-foot sidewalks.

Rockhill Road

Rockhill Road has been considerably modified bfitt improvements at the northern end from
Forty-fifth Street to Volker Boulevard and alsothye expansion of the University of Missouri-
Kansas City from Volker Boulevard to Fifty-secafleet. From Forty-fifth Street to Volker
Boulevard Rockhill Road is a four-lane divideddeay with narrow median, curving around

the north and east sides of the Nelson Atkins Mosand crossing the Brush Creek Valley. The
latter passes through the eastern part of theetgity campus.

From Fifty-second Street south to Meyer Boulevérd,roadway is an undivided forty-four to f
orty-six feet wide with-ten foot wide grass vergeath five to six foot sidewalks on both sides.
This section is straight, level and the alignmemue north to south. The street trees are mostly
of mature size. The entire district south of threversity of Missouri at Kansas City is

residential with the exception of the Brooksid@@bing District at Sixty-third Street. The
southern section from Meyer to Gregory Boulevdoilsws an irregularly curving

southwesterly alignment with large shade treaadiboth sides along the residential properties.

Rockhill Terrace

Rockhill Terrace is a short residential streetiohruns through the northeast part of the

Rockhill neighborhood overlooking Gillham Parkthe northwest. Rockhill Terrace has a right-
of-way of approximately eighty-feet wide with ass section of thirty-feet wide throughout.
There are eight-foot grass verges and four-fatgwgalks on both sides through the southern
third, and on the south side only through thehmeart two thirds along Gillham Park; in two
locations sets of stairs descend to the slopelioa® Park. Stately shade trees line the roadway.

Prospect Boulevard (originally Salisbury Avenue)

Prospect Boulevard is a three-block tree linetiezdial street, which connects East
Independence Boulevard on the south to Lexingteendie and Kessler Park to the north. The
roadway is thirty-six feet wide with ten-foot gsasl edges and five-foot sidewalks. The roadway
is lined with numerous large shade trees alth@ags in the plantings do exist.

Roanoke Parkway

Roanoke Parkway runs diagonally, descending giydiwathe southeast from Westport Road
(Forty-third Street) to Forty-seventh Street. Plagkway is four-lane undivided roadway with
ten-foot grass verges and with four to five fadesvalks on both sides. There are a number of
mature shade trees along both sides of the rogdvweayever there are a number of portions void
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of street trees. At its south end Roanoke Plama frorty-seventh Street to Forty-eight Street is
occupied by the Bloch Cancer Survivors Park. ™aglway in this area is four-lane

northbound portions of which have eight to tent fe@e grass strips and five to six foot wide
sidewalks. The road is partially lined with shaaees with views into the park. A non-historic
resource adjacent to Roanoke Parkway is the Ricmad Annette Bloch Cancer Survivors Park
(ca. 1990s)

Valentine

Valentine Road is an irregular curvilinear restidrstreet that connects Broadway Boulevard on
the east to Genessee Street on the west. Stattlagnessee Street, the western section moves
the east through a residential neighborhood arthmdouth side of Roanoke Park to Southwest
Trafficway. At thirty-six feet wide the roadwaynsrrower than typical within a limited right-of-
way of as little as forty feet. Native limestomaining walls exist on the downward, (park) side;
a sloping grass verge and four-foot wide sideweasde on the upward side. The road is lined
with numerous large shade trees, although irregnlpattern. The winding alignment and
picturesque homes overlooking the park createcallzusetting.

The eastern section of Valentine Road from SoushwWeafficway to Broadway has a wider
cross-section with a thirty-six feet roadway witlain eighty-foot right-of-way. Ten-foot grass
verges and five-foot walks are located on each. Sile neighborhood is distinguished by street
markers; these are limestone pillars, about gkifediameter and about five to eight feet high
topped by an open, ornamented ironwork finial, stathd either independently or attached to
stone walls. Rough Stone retaining walls with ameatal iron tops are also part of the
streetscape.

Warwick Boulevard

Warwick Boulevard is a narrower residential boalelrunning for nearly two miles north to
south from Linwood Boulevard to Brush Creek Boal@k The typical cross-section is a
seventy-five foot right-of-way with a twenty-sigdt roadway, ten-foot grass verges and four to
five foot sidewalks on both sides. However, theegtion to this is along Southmoreland Park
where it narrows with a native limestone wall th@astern side. Through most of its length it is
aligned with the city grid layout, only curvingoamd the western side of Southmoreland Park at
the south end. A number of large shade trees wiisin the corridor and newer plantings have
been installed, although a consistent edge ddesxisi.

West Pennway

West Pennway was once the historic link betweentWesace and Penn Valley Parks. The
elevated structure of 1-35 crossing above Tweinsy-$treet breaks the roadway into two
distinct sections.
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The north section, from Seventeenth Street t@dsdh Street descends steadily through this
neighborhood of single and multi-family residehtihas preserved its parkway image as a
forty-eight feet wide roadway flanked by numeroeture shade trees in ten-foot grass verges,
with new five-foot sidewalks which connect to gwerounding green space. This section of West
Pennway functions as a linear park with small gtaynds, walking paths and sitting areas along
both sides of the roadway.

The southern section, from Jefferson Street tonfyveixth Street is a sixty-foot, five-lane
roadway. The three and a half blocks from Twennst-Btreet to Pershing Road were removed to
make way for the Interstate 1-35 viaduct. WestrRey begins again at the intersection of
Broadway Boulevard and Southwest Trafficway tugrsouth crossing the railroad tracks on a
viaduct. The roadway returns to grade at PersRimad and continues north two blocks north to

its terminus at W. 26th Street. The portion ofdharg Road is flanked by old commercial and

light industrial properties uses. Due to the lofsstreet trees and grassed edges the roadway has
lost its “boulevard feel”, yet continues to seagea gateway to Penn Valley Park from the
northern portion of the city.

Name of Property Type:
Commercial Corridors

Description:

Admiral

Admiral Boulevard runs from Highland Avenue on #ast to Grand Boulevard on the west. The
western two thirds of Admiral Boulevard has beevesely impacted by the construction of
Interstate 1-70; the eastern third survives in foarfour blocks from Forest Avenue to The
Paseo. This short section ascends gently to TeeoRand consists of a sixty-foot wide roadway
with eight-foot grass strips and six-foot sidevgatithin the original 100-foot right-of-way. A

few large shade trees exist on both sides ofdad,thowever a consistent edge does not exist.
This area on the edge of downtown still containsimber of two and three-story multi-family
and commercial buildings.

A native stone retaining wall with cut stone capmns along the north side of Admiral
Boulevard from Charlotte Street to a point whemdnies Street once intersected. At this point
there is an opening in the retaining wall, whieads to an ornamental dual stairway. The
stairway walls curve outward in a semicirculamfioiThe dual stairway with cut stone steps
descends at a parking lot approximately twenty lbeéow Admiral Boulevard. The two

staircases echoing the curve of the retaining degkcends to a common landing slightly below
street level. Directly below the landing placedhie stone stair wall is a cut stone corbel in the
design of a "Medusa type" head; a cut stone ssatas at the bottom of the stair. The landscape
in this area consists of a few shade trees anthrairgrass panels.
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Broadway

Broadway Boulevard is an important north-southneation from Penn Valley Park, crossing
Westport Road and terminating at J. C. Nichol&k®ay (W. Forty-third Street), north of the
Country Club district. Broadway Boulevard has alevaarried commercial traffic, and the
Interstates' connections through Penn Valley Raxle made it into a heavily traveled
commercial corridor. Due to this the boulevardesp as a typical commercial roadway.
Broadway's approximate one hundred foot right-affwontains a six-lane and seventy-one foot
wide roadway with twelve to fifteen foot wide swdaks. Low and mid-rise commercial and
multi-family structures have been built out to tight-of-way line, sidewalks are in place from
the back of curb to building face throughout mo€ithe boulevard. Consequently, there are
minimal older street trees with the exception &\ locations where freestanding buildings are
set back from the right-of-way.

Streetscape improvements have been installed Tiarty-first Street on the north to Thirty-
ninth Street on the south. These “contemporangrovements include; extended brick
sidewalks, raised concrete planters, parking Hayge overhead traffic signal arms, paving,
lighting with graphic banners, site furnishingslatreet tree plantings.

The Westport Memorial marker is a granite bould#ghan attached bronze plaque bearing
a pioneer mother and child (in relief) on the dasé and a bronze plaque on the west face.

Independence Boulevard

Independence Avenue is a four-lane roadway, whedins at Woodland Avenue on the west
continues east to Benton Boulevard. The typicas€isection is a sixty-foot wide roadway with
eight to ten-foot grass verges and six-foot wdlkdependence Boulevard is primarily lined by
commercial development with some multi-family desitial along its entire length The single
row of trees and grassed strips are the only el&sthat seems to set this apart from other
commercial roads within the city.

Pershing Road

Pershing Road begins at E. 25th Street and GillRaad and heads north making a wide
sweeping turn to the west crossing Grand Boulevatden heads due west to its terminus at
West Pennway. The east end, from Gillham Road tG&4&cTrafficway descends in a sweeping
curve around the northeast edge of the Crown Centaplex; numerous trees exist along the
road and within the median. The central sectionGee Trafficway to Main Street, is a six-lane
divided cross section with two forty foot roadwaysl a forty foot median, planted heavily with
shade trees and median plantings. The Crown Cdetelopment fronts the road on the south
and Washington Square Park is on the north sisen Main Street to Kessler Road, Pershing
Road separates on either side of Bloch Fountaia.hi$toric Union Station (NR) is on the north
side of the road, Liberty Memorial (NR and NHL; kit Penn Valley Park) is located up a
grassed slope to the south and the Main Post QB is slightly west. The landscape within
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the area has minimal tree plantings to allow vigsthe surrounding historic structures; large
areas of manicured turf provide a park like qualfisom Broadway west to West Pennway the
roadway becomes a viaduct and has lost it's “paykwharacter.





