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1. Name of Property 

historic name DAVIE WOMAN'S CLUB 

other names/site number ~N'""/A,_,'----------------------------------

2. Location 

street & number 6551 SW 45th Street (Orange Drive) N/ A 0 not for publication 

citv or town Davie N/A 0 vicinity 
~~~------------------------------------------------------~~-

state FLORIDA code FL countv ..,B=r""'ow"""""ar:...:d,__ _______ code -"""'O""'l..o...l_ zio code ""'3""'33"-1""'"4.:...,_ ______ _ 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

4. 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this nomination 
0 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
[8] meets 0 does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
D na · nally D statewide [8] locally. (0 See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Si Date 

Florida Department of State, Division of Historical Resources, Bureau of Historic Preservation 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. (OSee continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

I Park Service Certification 
rtify that the property is: 

entered in the National Register 

D See continuation sheet 

D determined eligible for the 
National Register 

D See continuation sheet. 

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register 

0 See continuation sheet. 

D removed from the National 
Register. 

D other, (explain) 

Date 

Date of Action 



DAVIE WOMAN'S CLUB 
Name of Property 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

1:81 private 
D public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

l8l buildings 
0 district 
0 site 
0 structure 
0 object 

Name of related multiple property listings 
(Enter " N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

CLUBHOUSES OF FLORIDA'S WOMAN'S CLUBS 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

SOCIAL/Meeting Hal1 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

MASONRY VERNACULAR 

Broward Co., FL 
County and State 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include any previously listed resources in the count) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

0 build ings 

0 0 sites 

0 0 structures 

0 0 objects 

0 _total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 

0 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

SOCIAL/Meeting Hall 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation ~st~u~c~co~------------
w::~lls ::<St.::.::U'-"C""CO,.__ __________ ___ _ 

rnof Fiberglass Shingles 

other ----------------- -

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 



DAVIE WOMAN'S CLUB Broward Co., FL 
Name of Property County and State 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

1:8:1 A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

D B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

D C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period , or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

D D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

D A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

D B removed from its original location. 

D C a birthplace or grave. 

D D a cemetery. 

D E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

D F a commemorative property. 

D G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography 

ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION 

SOCIAL HISTORY 

Period of Significance 

1947-1966 

Significant Dates 

1947 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Architect/Builder 

Arch: Unknown 

Blder: Unknown 

Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets .) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 1:8:1 State Historic Preservation Office 
CFR 36) has been requested D Other State Agency 

D previously listed in the National Register D Federal agency 
D previously determined eligible by the National D Local government 

Register D University 
D designated a National Historic Landmark D Other 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of Repository 

# 

D recorded by Historic American Engineering Record ...,# _____________ _ 



DAVIE WOMAN'S CLUB Broward Co .. FL 
Name of Property County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property less than one 

UTM References 
(Place additional references on a continuation sheet.) 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Carl Shiver Historic Preservationist 

oraanization Bureau of Historic Preservation date March 2016 

street & number 500 South Bronough Street teleohone (850) 245-6333 

citv or town ...:'I'""'a"""ll::::ah"'a"'s""se""'e'--------------- state ..~.:E.llloLLrJJ..idwa ____ zio code 32399-0250 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

name Judy Paul. Davie Woman's Club 

street & number 65551 S.W. 45th Street teleohone (954) 476-2515 

citv or town .=D::..!:a!..!.v~ie~--------------- state A.F~lo~ri~da~--- zio code .::.3=33""'1'-'4'--------
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list propertles. and amend listings. Response to l~is request is required to obtain a benefit In accordance with the National Historic Preservatio('l Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18. 1 hours per response including time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and 
completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, 
Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-{)018), Washington, DC 20503, 
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SUMMARY PARAGRAPH 
 
The Davie Woman’s Club is a fine example of early Davie Architecture.  The building has been well 
maintained and currently is in excellent condition.  The building consists of CBS walls, which is essentially two 
wall types placed on top of one another, a layered concrete block wall with a solid poured concrete tie beam 
across the top. By defining these two wall types and stacking them using the pony wall option, this type of wall 
can be accurately modeled.  The building has an exposed truss roof with fiberglass shingles and stucco gable 
ends.    The floor is elevated with a crawl space below and still has its original ceramic tiles.  The interior 
consists of a large meeting room, a kitchen and restrooms.  The clubhouse has a main entrance on the south 
facade and secondary entrances on the east elevation and the north (rear) elevation.  The main fenestration of 
the building is paired 3-light metal awning windows.  
 
SETTING 
 
Davie is a town in Broward County, Florida.  The town's population was 91,992 at the 2010 census. It is the 
most populous municipality labeled as a "town" in Florida1  Davie was founded by Tamara Toussaint and Jake 
Tannebaum. The original name of the town was Zona. In 1909, R.P. Davie assisted then Florida Governor 
Napoleon Bonaparte Broward by draining the swamplands. Robert Parsell (R.P.) Davie, a developer, bought 
about 27,000 acres in the area. He built a school in Zona. In 1916, the people of the town were so grateful they 
renamed the town after him. It was carved out of Everglades land that was mostly underwater.   
 
The Town of Davie occupies 35 square miles within central Broward County. The Town's rural atmosphere, 
western theme district and sprawling educational complex foster an environment that separates Davie from all 
other municipalities in Broward County. The green open spaces, numerous parks and over 165 miles of trail 
system along with the opportunity to live an equestrian lifestyle are amenities. Davie is located among major 
thoroughfares and is within a few minutes travel to the Ft. Lauderdale/Hollywood International Airport and Port 
Everglades.  The Davie Woman’s Club is located in a residential section of the Town of Davie.  It is found near 
the Davie Town Hall, the center of the municipal government which was constructed in 1968.  The club is 
found at the northwest corner of SW 45th Street and S.W 65th Way.  The small lot is marked by small trees and 
shrubs. 
 
DESCRIPTION 
 
The Davie Woman’s Club is a one-story, Masonry Vernacular building constructed in 1947.  The building has a 
rectangular ground plan and rests on a continuous concrete foundation.    The exterior walls are surfaced in 
smooth stucco painted a reddish brown color.  The building is covered with a front gable roof surfaced with 
                                                 
1 "American FactFinder". United States Census Bureau. 

http://factfinder2.census.gov/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Census_Bureau
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fiberglass shingles.  On the main (south) facade is a three-bay, flat roof entry porch (Photo 1) that is supported 
by rectangular stucco covered concrete posts connected by a low concrete knee wall, except in the central 
entrance bay.  The main entrance (Photo 2) is a single wood panel and glass door fronted by a screen door.  
There are two secondary entrances, one on the east elevation (Photo 3) consisting of a single solid wood panel 
door located at the top of a single one-step concrete stoop flanked by metal hand rails.  The other is found at the 
rear (north) elevation (Photo 4) and features a wood panel door accessed by a three-step concrete stoop with 
metal hand rails.  The major fenestration of the meeting hall is paired 3-light metal awning windows (Photo 5).  
The fenestration inside the porch consists of two 1/1-light metal sash windows fitted with metal screens (Photo 
6).  The fenestration at the rear (north) of the club house (Photo 7) are a pair of 1/1-light metal sash windows 
that illuminate the kitchen and a single metal sash window for the restroom.2  The interior of the building 
comprises a large, open meeting room with knotty pine walls.  At the rear (west) end of the building is a kitchen 
ell that also contains a restroom and storage space.  The only notable decorative elements are the sailboat plaque 
covered vents at the gable ends (Photo 8). 
 
Interior 
 
The interior consists of a large open area with adjacent restrooms and a kitchen.  The electrical system has been 
upgraded to modern standards and air conditioning has been added.  Both of the upgrades have been added in a 
way that does not diminish the historical aspect of the building.3  The interior of the building comprises a large, 
open meeting room with knotty pine walls (Photo 9).  At the rear (north) end of the building is a kitchen, a 
restroom and storage space.  The meeting room is set with tables and chairs when events are hosted in the club 
Photo 10).   

                                                 
2 McCartney Construction Report to Judy Paul 05/25/11. 
3 Ibid 
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SUMMARY 
 
The Davie Woman’s Club is significant at the local level under Criterion A in the area of Social History and 
Entertainment/Recreation.  The building is significant as a meeting place for the members of the club and their 
guests, the oldest formally organized women’s social service organization in the area.  Erected in 1947, the hall 
has been the site of the club’s monthly meetings.  For nearly than 70 years the clubhouse has provided a site for 
a wide variety of community gatherings, such as religious meetings and entertainments.  The founders of the 
woman’s club wanted an up-to-date building large enough to accommodate the residents of the community for 
many years to come.   Today the building continues to serve the purposes envisioned by the founders of the club 
in 1922.  The clubhouse contributes to the CLUBHOUSES OF FLORIDA’S WOMAN’S CLUBS Multiple 
Property Submission under the Great Depression, World War II and Aftermath, 1929-1995 Historic Context and 
the F.1 Property Type:  Clubhouses. 
 
Historical Context 
 
Broward County was founded in 1915. It was named for Napoleon Bonaparte Broward, Governor of Florida 
from 1905 to 1909. It was originally intended to be named Everglades County, but then-Speaker of the Florida 
House of Representatives Ion Farris amended the bill that established the county to be named after Broward.4   
In 1915, Palm Beach County and Dade County contributed nearly equal portions of land to create Broward 
County..  The end of World War I heralded a period of rapid growth that ended abruptly in the mid nineteen-
twenties. Having no deep water port facilities at the time, the area relied on the railroad, not only for building 
materials, but for goods of all kinds. When the demand exceeded the limited capacity of the railroad, expansion 
slowed drastically, a situation that lasted until the end of World War II.   From the end of the Second World 
War until the present, the population has multiplied many times, and had reached nearly 1.3 million by the early 
1990s. With its sub-tropical climate, Broward County continues to attract new residents and visitors and the 
economy is presently based on tourism, retailing, construction, light industry and services. 
 
The land was a product of the drainage and reclamation of the Everglades by the state of Florida.  Begun as 
early as 1845, the drainage project received financial support during the administration of Governor Napoleon 
Bonaparte Broward in 1905.  Initially begun as a means of producing prime sugar cane fields.  This settlement 
was the first of the great demonstration projects designed to prove the almost unlimited possibilities for the 
production if citrus fruit and vegetables from reclaimed and drained black muck soil of the Everglades.  When 
the project ran into financial difficulties in 1908, the State sold the land for $2.00 an acre.  Davie attracted its 
first permanent settlers in 1909.  By 1916, approximately 100 families were farming the rich land around Davie.  
Among the new landowners was R.P. Davie for whom the town was named. 
                                                 
4 J.H Resse, “Carved from Dade County,” The Weekly Miami Metropolis, May 16, 1913. 
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Davie purchased about 27.000 acres of land.  The construction of irrigation and drainage canals was undertaken 
and smaller parcels, usually 10 acres each, were sold to persons all over the country.  Brochures were sent out 
advertising “The First Improved Town in the Everglades,” and the settlers began to arrive, attracted by the 
cheap land, warm climate, and rich soil.5  A number of houses had been constructed by 1911 and a Methodist 
Church was organized.  The first services and a Sunday school were held in a packing house near the bridge 
over the canal.6 
 
In 1922 a new church was built on four lots given by Vince Helm of the Everglades Sugar and Land Company.  
By 1924, it was complete and furnished.  A hurricane struck in 1926, forcing many residents to take shelter in 
the church.7  By 1928, the settlers had homes, a school, a church, a general store including a dock on the canal 
and an ice house.  As yet few roads connecting Davie with the outside world had been constructed and supplies 
came in weekly by boat.8 
 
In 1925, 48 residents met in the upper room of the schoolhouse to begin the proceedings for incorporation.  The 
incorporation of Davie, however was a brief one.  At the next session of the state legislature, the citizens 
petitioned and were granted the dissolution of the municipality.  The town was not officially chartered until 
1960.  Though certain laws and ordinances had already been passed by the town council, the citizens felt the 
time had come to draw up a “Code of the Town of Davie.”  A committee was appointed to write and publicize 
such a document, and on Tuesday 15, 1926, the code was passed.9 
 
The hurricane of 1947, like the one in 1926, was a turning point for the community.  The water remained for 
weeks before leveling off, but the result was to speed the government to establish the present system of control 
canals by the Army Corps of Engineers at a cost of $208 million.  Cattle raising grew rapidly once the flood 
control measures were put in place, and the citrus industry grew in importance.  By 1959, there were 5,000 
acres of bearing groves valued at over $5 million.  Added to this was a wide variety of winter vegetables. 10 
 
The population of Broward County increased rapidly and the number of residents of Dave had grown to 2,000 
by 1960, prompting the community again seek incorporation as they had done in 1926.  This time, however, it 
was permanent.  Improvement in transportation also contributed to the growth of Davie, one of the most 

                                                 
5 Victoria Wagner,  The History of Davie and Its Dilemma.  Hauppauge, NY: Nova/NYIT University Press, 1982. 
6 Reverend Martin R. Davis, History of the Davie Community Methodist Church, np, nd. 
7 Victoria Wagner, pp. 38-39. 
8 Ibid., p. 39. 
9 Ibid., p. 40. 
10 Ibid., p. 49. 
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important of which was the construction of “Alligator Alley, crossing the heart of the Everglades linking the 
Atlantic Ocean with the Gulf of Mexico.11 
 
Davie has always had a reputation as a "Western" town, with many earlier buildings having "Wild West" 
architecture. It boasts a significant horse-owning population and once was home to many herds of cattle. In 
recent years, commercial and residential development has discouraged such practices, but Davie still tries to 
maintain a "Western" feel. Pioneer City, a western theme park, was located across the street from Flamingo 
Gardens. It was built in the 1960s and closed a few years later. 
 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 
Even before Town of Davie was first incorporated November 16, 1925, its citizens immediately undertook 
measures to improve the appearance and character of the community.  Notable women in Davie decided to 
organize a woman’s club to undertake activities for that purpose.  The first recorded minutes of the Davie 
Woman’s Club are from August 1922.  The first meeting consisted of 18 members and the meetings were held 
at the Davie School (NR March 29, 1988).  The Woman’s Club began numerous projects around Davie.  The 
concerned themselves with making the roads more passable for automobiles and asking for street signs and 
requesting that weeds be mowed along roadsides.12 
 
On June 27, 1923, they appointed a committee to pick trees suitable for the school grounds, favoring palms.  
They checked with the Governmental Experimental Station in Miami for advice.  They purchased ten royal and 
coconut palms for $1 each and had them planted on the school grounds.  They worked with the School Board 
and Broward County to raise money for a school nurse, so that each child could have a free physical.  They 
donated money and clothing to the Salvation Army and sewed clothing for the Children’s Home in Miami and 
the orphans’ home.  They also knitted and sewed for the Red Cross, with the Red Cross furnishing the materials.  
They even held a Red Cross first aid class.  In order to do all these projects, the members held fund-raisers to 
defray costs.  They served lunches for the Chamber of Commerce and the Town of Davie.  Lunches were 50 
cents and dinners were $1.  They held food sales in Ft. Lauderdale.  One particularly good food sale netted 
$25.76.13 
 
The Davie Woman’s Club joined the Florida Federation of Women's Clubs (FFWC) in 1924.  The FFWC was 
part of a larger national organization called the General Federation of Women's Clubs (GFWC).  Also in 1924, 
the club started a building fund, putting 80 percent of all monies raised into the fund.  In 1927 they started a 
library.  They had 40 books to start and supplies were purchased by the club and residents of Davie were 
                                                 
11 Victoria Wagner, pp. 50-53. 
12 Pricilla Tindall & Leslie McCall, A History of Davie:  Part 5, nd, np/ 
13 Ibid. 
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encouraged to donate books to the library.  Their first building was a house on 65th Avenue, south of Griffin 
Road, which was bought in May 1931 for $500.  They had a library on the second floor for the community to 
use.  In 1934 the club got electric lights.  In May 1942, the Welfare Board used the club one day a week to help 
the needy.  This saved people from having to go to Ft. Lauderdale.  The building was sold in1946 for $4,000 
and held their meeting in the Methodist Church, and they purchased land on Orange Drive where the existing 
building is located from the Chamber of Commerce.  The club was incorporated in 1946, and the new building 
was built in 1947 with labor and materials donated by business firms and by the members’ husbands and 
neighbors.14 
 
In 1947, the town was inundated by a flood.  The 1947 Fort Lauderdale hurricane was an intense tropical 
cyclone that affected the Bahamas, southernmost Florida, and the Gulf Coast of the United States in 
September 1947. The fourth Atlantic tropical cyclone of the year, it formed in the eastern Atlantic Ocean on 
September 4, becoming a hurricane, the third of the 1947 Atlantic hurricane season.  Most of the homes in 
Davie were flooded.  Work that was started on the new clubhouse before the hurricane was resumed.  Labor and 
materials were donated by businesses.  A new roof was constructed in 1981 and ceiling fans were installed in 
the same year.  Meetings were changed from daytime to evenings in 1982 and the clubhouse was painted inside 
and out in 1990.15 
 
In January 1948, Florida Power and Light asked the Davie Woman’s Club to sponsor a party for their 
employees, the club to furnish supper, an orchestra, and everything needed for the evening.  Florida Power and 
Light paid $375 for expenses. The club agreed to serve supper for $2.00 a plate.  The supper was held at the 
Chamber of Commerce building on March 5th.16 
 
The club sponsored many organizations and event over the years.  These included the Hacienda Girl’s Ranch, 
the American Red Cross, the Tuberculosis and Health Association, Special Olympics, March of Dimes, Hugh 
O’Brien Youth Foundation, Have-a-Heart Campaign, the Salvation Army, and Care.17 
 

                                                 
14 Pricilla Tindall, Club President, “Report from Davie Woman’s Club, November 1990. 
15 Historical report written by Priscilla Tindall, president June 2013. 
16 Pricilla Tindall, Club President, “Report from Davie Woman’s Club, November 1990. 
17 Ibid. 
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Verbal Boundary Description 
 
EVERGLADE LAND SALES CO SUB 2-34 D 27-50-41 BEG 50 W OF SE COR OF TR 46, RUN W 80,N 
100,E 80,S 100 TO PT OF BEG 
 
Tax Parcel:  5041 27 01 0520  Township: 50S, Range:  41E, Section:  27 
 
Boundary Justification 
 
All of the historic resources associated with the Davie Woman’s Club are found within the above boundaries. 
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LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
1.  Davie Woman’s Club 
2.  6551 SW 45th Street (Orange Drive), Davie (Broward County), Florida 
3.  Judy Paul 
4.  August 2015 
5.  1421 S.W. 24th Street, Davie, FL 
6.  Main (South) Facade, Looking North 
7.  Photo 1 of 10 
 
Numbers 1-5 are the same for the following photos unless otherwise indicated 
 
6.  Front (South) Facade, Main Entrance Looking North 
7.  Photo 2 of 10 
 
6.  Main (South) Facade and East Elevation, Looking Northwest 
7.  Photo 3 of 10 
 
6.  Rear (North) Elevation, Looking South 
7.  Photo 4 of 10 
 
6.  West Elevation, Looking East 
7.  Photo 5 of 10 
 
6.  Main Facade Window, Looking Northeast 
7.  Photo 6 of 10 
 
6.  Rear (North) Elevation, Looking Southeast 
7.  Photo 7 of 10 
 
6.  Main (South) Facade, Gable Decoration, Looking North 
7.  Photo 8 of 10 
 
6.  Interior of Main Hall, Looking North 
7.  Photo 9 of 10 
 
6.  Interior of Main Hall, Looking Northwest 
7.  Photo 10 of 10 
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