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1. Name of Property
historic name St. James United Methodist Church

other names/site number 57-09534

2. Location

street & number 1430 Ellis Blvd NW N/A" not for publication
city or town Cedar Rapids NA vicinity

state lowa code IA County Linn code 113 zip code 52401

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

I hereby certify that this __X nomination __ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property _ X__ meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this
property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

___national ___ statewide X _local
&
K 26 0cr 2015
Signature of certiffing official/Title ‘ Date

State Historical Society of lowa
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property __ meets ___ does not meet the National Register criteria

Signature of commenting official Date
Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
4. N Park Service Certification
| hereby that this property is:
entered in the National Register ___determined eligible for the National Register
___determined not eligible for the National Register ___removed from the National Register
other n:)

12-

re of the Date of Action
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.) {Check only one box.) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

X private X building(s) 1 buildings
public - Local district sites
public - State site structures
public - Federal structure 1 objects

object 1 1 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) listed in the National Register
Religious Properties of Cedar Rapids 0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.) (Enter categories from instructions.)
RELIGION/religious facility RELIGION/religious facility

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.) (Enter categories from instructions.)
20t Century Revivals/Late Gothic Revival foundation. CONCRETE
walls: CONCRETE
STONE/Limestone
STONE/Sandstone

roof: ASPHALT
other METAL/Steel
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Narrative Des n

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property Explain contributing and noncontributing
resources if necessary Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the
property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

St. James United Methodist Church is situated on a 1.14-acre irregularly shaped rectangular lot in the central portion of
the historic “Time-Check” neighborhood.' The surrounding neighborhood consists of small to medium sized single-family
dwellings that are one to two and one-half stories with predominantly vinyl cladding, replacement windows, and side-
gable, gable-front, or cross-gable forms. The property is located at the southwest corner of the intersection of Ellis
Boulevard and N Avenue NW in Cedar Rapids, Linn County, lowa (Figure 1). There is a graded asphalt parking lot on the
north edge of the parcel and at the rear of the building to the west. These were added in 1980 and 2004 (Figure 2).i
Constructed from 1952-1954, this religious building 1s representative of Property Type IlI: Buildings Associated with Cedar
Rapids’ Religious Development Post-1950 and Religious Property Type IV: Works by Local Architects Post-1900, as
described in the Multiple Property Documentation Form, Religious Properties of Cedar Rapids.it This “modernized
gabled-ell Gothic Revival church has a one and two-story sanctuary with a one story education/administrative wing, and
basement. Built with bearing masonry walls made of Waylite (concrete blocks), the gabled-ell sanctuary has laminate arch
roof trusses that transition from ground level to the peak of the roof. The building has a poured concrete foundation, stone
exterior, buttresses, and steeply pitched asphalt shingle roof. The cornice rises slightly above the roofline forming a
parapet with stone coping. The exterior consists of Tennessee Quartzite (Crab Orchard stone or weather resistant
sandstone) trimmed with Bedford limestone." Fenestration consists of 6/6 double hung leaded glass windows, multiple

eéncompasses 10,779 square feet with a roughly 142'x59'x41’ footprint Prominent local architect, William J. Brown, served
as the architect for this building, built for $225,000 by T. Marion Jones of Cedar Rapids, lowa The main entrance is
located at the juncture of the two wings facing east towards Ellis Boulevard NW. A secondary entrance was added to the
north side of the education/administration wing facing the west side of the parking lot. This one-story wing on the north
end of the sanctuary section was originally designed as a gymnasium and a kitchen at the southern end.

Narrative Description

Exterior
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The sanctuary’s north fagade matches the configuration of the south elevation on the east half, but has no openings in the
bay closest to Ellis Boulevard NW. The second section is gabled and projects two bays from the main portion of the
sanctuary’s north fagade. The lower story has no openings due to the education wing. The upper story spans three bays,
two of which have a single window. The gable has a louvered lancet arch opening matching that of the sanctuary’s south
elevation and the stone chimney rises from the west end.

There is a modern metal sign with stone base and pier on the north side of the sanctuary’s north elevation. The stone
used for the object matches the appearance of St. James UMC'’s exterior cladding. The double-sided sign reads “St.
James United Methodist Church” and times for worship on each face, looking north and south, parallel with Ellis
Boulevard NW. The original building had no sign when completed in 1954. By 1960, an image from the church history
shows an east-west oriented stone sign, capped with a gabled pediment."

The education wing’s north elevation spans three bays. The eastern bay has a steel and plate glass entry door with two
lights separated by a vertical mullion and transom above. The third bay to the west has a set of paired windows with
awnings underneath. A hipped roof portico with slender metal columns shelters the entrance, accessed by a set of stairs
on the east side and an Americans with Disability Act (ADA) compliant ramp on the west. The stairs, ramp, and stoop are
concrete while the two posts supporting the roof are metal. The gable has horizontal wood board cladding.

The parking lots on the north and west elevations were historically associated with St. James UMC, but repaved between
1998 and 2008, according to city assessor records.

Interior Arrangement

The church is entered through a double oak door located in the sanctuary’s ell on the east (primary) elevation. Upon entry,
the building immediately opens into an L-shaped hallway with access to the sanctuary on the left, the education wing on
the right, and a stairwell to the second story. A doorway next to the stairwell provides access to the kitchen. The sanctuary
is characterized by an open floor plan, high ceiling, chancel at the east end, nave in the middle, and enclosed balcony at
the west end. Other important defining features include the distinctive Universal Art Glass Studios stained glass windows,
three load bearing laminate wood arches running from the floor to the ceiling in the nave; a vaulted, elongated four-center
arched chancel, and two rows of three rustic, hexagonal-shaped lanterns that hang from the ceiling from chains. Square
acoustic tiles divided into five horizontal sections with laminate wood trimming cover the ceiling. The chancel, which has a
four-centered arch shape, is raised up from the nave by a four-step platform containing the altar in the center, lectern on
the south side, and organ on the north. All of the windows on the interior have quoin surrounds and beveled granite sills.
The chancel’'s walls are beveled inward with a slightly different colored plaster and trimming, and there is an exit located
on the south side. Carpet covers the sanctuary floor. Lines of individual chairs arranged around a center aisle replaced
the original pews. An enclosed balcony at the west end has six plate-glass windows.

Underneath the balcony is an open area with door leading to a hallway that provides access to the education wing and
main entry. Two doors on the north side lead to a parlor (partitioned into church offices), kitchen, storage, and stairway to
the basement on the west side. The chapel/pastor's study is located in the southwest corner of the first floor next to the
church parlor. The parlor originally featured a removable folding pocket door, designed to afford an enlarged sanctuary
space when necessary. A permanent wall has enclosed this space into church offices. The education wing’s first floor is
an open Sunday school assembly area. Removable partitions enable division of the space into separate rooms. Currently
used as a daycare facility, the room is accessible from the north entrance. General interior finishes included plastered
concrete block walls carpeted floors and wood trimming.

Matching original design specifications, the sanctuary's basement level is an unexcavated area. To the west of this
section, a central corridor provides access to two storage rooms on the east side and boys’ and girls’ locker rooms,
showers, and bathroom areas on the west side. The same central corridor provides access to a social room/gymnasium in
the education wing. A storage area (east), boiler room (west) and stairs to the first story (west) are located on either side
of the corridor between the sanctuary and social room.

The second story, above the former parlor, was originally partitioned into 13 rooms/classrooms (of varying sizes) flanking
a central hallway. This configuration remains in place. A stairwell is located next to the room at the northwest corner.

v Isaac Brown. Booklet: “St. James Methodist Church History,” 1960, cover
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St. James United Methodist Church maintains a significant degree of all seven aspects of integrity (location, design,

setting, materials, workmanship, feeling,

design features and materials.

and association). Alterations have been minimal and sympathetic to original

The building occupies its original historic location. St. James UMC is located at 1430 Ellis Boulevard NW in the heart of

the historic “Time-Check” neighborhood.
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stone trimming, poured concrete
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As described above, the integrity of workmanship on the principle fagades of the building is significant, with original
stonework, detailing, and fenestration pattern. The interior retains its original structural system and general layout.

Y Waylite is a type of lightweight aggregate concrete masonry block pioneered in the late 1930s and manufactured using slag (usually
from the byproducts of iron ore) expanded with steam. Defined in: Thomas C. Jester, Twentieth-Century Building Materials: History and

Conservation, (Getty Publications, 2014), 48.
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The feeling of the building is still conveyed by the exterior materials, fenestration pattern of the upper floors and massing.
Overall, the building retains a significant degree of feeling and therefore retains sufficient integrity to be eligible under
NRHP Criterion C.

The building retains a moderate degree of association as the structure continues to serve in the historic "Time-Check”
neighborhood in the northwest quadrant of Cedar Rapids, lowa.

Overall, the building retains sufficient integrity of feeling, association, location, setting, materials, design, and
workmanship to convey its eligibility under Criterion C.

Future Plans

There are no known future plans for changes or alterations.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

A

Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad pattems of our
history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
X purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance

within the past 50 years.

Linn

(Expires 5/31/2012)

lowa
and State
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Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Architecture Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

Period of Significance

1954 Architect/Builder
Brown William J

Significant Dates Jones T. Marion

1954

Period of Significance (justification)

The period of significance for St. James United Methodist Church is 1954 when the church was completed.

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) St. J t Church is owned by a religious
institution and serves as a church. The property is being no n C: Architecture as a significant
example of post-war religious architecture in Cedar Rapids minent local architect William J. Brown.

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria.)

St. James United Methodist Church meets registration requirements under Criterion C for Religious Property Type I
Buildings Associated with Religious Development in Cedar Rapids Post-1950 and Religious Property Type IV: Works by
Local Architects Post-1900, as described in the MPD, Religious Properties of Cedar Rapids."ii Constructed from 1952-
1954, the building is significant locally, as a representative example of church architecture in Cedar Rapids post-1950
(Property Type lll) and as the work of prominent local architect, William J. Brown (Property Type IV). Under Property Type
IIl, the church is a significant example of the gabled-ell form in a modernized Gothic Revival style that retains its
significant features including an original sanctuary, vestibule and pulpit. St. James reflects the incorporation of modern
building materials and construction techniques. Designed by William J. Brown, the church a significant representation of
the work of Brown and the firm he was associated with at the time, Brown and Healy, which was active in the 1950s
designing religious buildings in Cedar Rapids. St. James is noteworthy as the first sacred building completed in Cedar
Rapids post-1950, which reflects the influences of the Interdenominational Bureau of Architecture’s 1945 guide for
planning church buildings. The building’s integrity of design, workmanship, materials, association, setting, location, and
feeling supports its eligibility under Criterion C.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at Ieast one paragraph for each area of significance.)
St James United Methodist Church is locally significant under Criterion C, as a representative example of the

development of religious buildings in Cedar Rapids post-1950 (Property Type Ill) and for its association with the local
architecture firm of Brown and Healy (Property Type IV). The period of significance is 1954, when construction of the

v Barr & Deiber, 2015.
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St. James is also important, as an example of the work of Cedar Rapids architect William J. Brown (Property Type I1V)
whose firm was responsible for the design and construction of new church buildings and additions for multiple
congregations in Cedar Rapids between 1952 and 1961 Characterized by simple and understated modernized versions
of traditional styles that incorporated modern materials and construction techniques, Brown’s designs were to a significant
degree, reflective of ideas published in the Interdenominational Bureau of Architecture’s 1945 church-planning guide.x St
James was the first post-war religious building constructed using his plans in Cedar Rapids, and as such is a significant
example of the architect’s work in religious architecture Compared to other churches designed and built by William J
Brown and his firm, St. James is unique in that it most closely mirrors buildings from earlier periods in the religious
development of the city, described in the 2015 MPD Religious Properties of Cedar Rapids. The building reflects the

architectural designs for religious buildings in the city during the post-war period, and is the earliest example to be
completed post-1950, with influence from the Interdenominational Bureau's design guide

St. James United Methodist Church History

ix ervation Office. St. James UMC Eligibility Review Form, 9-10-2008.

x of St. James United Methodist Church’s existing and proposed designs with the booklet published by
the Inte f Architecture in 1945,

Xl

xa Brown 1960: 6.

xn "St. James Was Started by Billy Sunday Revival,” Cedar Rapids Gazette, April 1, 1960.

xiv This building in served as the Ellis Y.M.C.A. in 1960 until ruined by the 2008 flood in Cedar Rapids, lowa.

10
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dependent church on February 26, 1910 with 42 charter

re immediately to expand the Church in order to

Interdenominational Bureau of Church Architecture

Brown 1960: 8-10.

Brown 1966: 8-9

Brown 1960: 12.

Brown 1960: 12.

Brown 1960: 77-78.

Brown 1960: 55; “They Work--for the Day is Coming,” Cedar Rapids Gazette June 8, 1947
Brown 1960: 55.

Gazette, June 8, 1947,

Brown 1960: 57.

Brown 1960:59, 77.

"New Building of St. James Ready for Use,” Cedar Rapids Gazette, April 10, 1954.
Gazette, April 10, 1954,

Gazette, April 10, 1954,

"St. James Was Started by Billy Sunday Revival,” Cedar Rapids Gazette, April 1, 1960.
Brown 1960; 78.

11
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organization that published guides of various modern
n 1934, by the Protestant Home Mission Council’s

William J. Brown, Architect

isting building, completed in 1906. William J. Brown
th Edward H. Healey to create the firm Brown and Healey.

and construction of religious buildings in Cedar Rapids
ponded with the major surge in national church
hurches caused the program and activities of the church
y ways more specialized spaces. As a resuilt,
nineteenth and early twentieth century. To address this
ings and others commissioned additions to the old
e design of several religious structures in Cedar Rapids:

e St. Michael's Episcopal Church

X0 Jay M. Price, Temples for a Modern God: Religious Architecture in Postwar America. New York: Oxford University Press,
2013, 41.

o Price, Temples for a Modern God, 41.

o Price, Temples for a Modern God, 41.

XKl Price, Temples for a Modern God, 41-42.

xody Interdenominational Bureau of Architecture. Planning Church Architecture: Designs, Floor Plans and Recommendations to

Help in Planning Church Buildings for Worship, Religious Education, and Fellowship Activities To Cost from $30,000.00 to $850,000.00.
1945, 5.

12
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in 1990s when two more partners were added and
ntil about 2001, Brown's firm had been the oldest

y, Stone and Sauer merged with Howard R. Green
XXXVi

ghout Cedar Rapids including the
ity Hall on Mays Island, and Armstrong
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a Chapter, for their design of the Merchants National Drive-
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
___preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been _ X _State Historic Preservation Office
requested) __ Other State agency
___ previously listed in the National Register ___Federal agency
____previously determined eligible by the National Register ____Local government
____designated a National Historic Landmark ___University
___recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # Other
___recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository:
recorded  Historic American Su #

Historic Resources Survey Number (if
57-09534

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 1.487 acres
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 15 609146.76 4649228.98 3 15 609129.71 4649212.69
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2 15 609147.11 4649216.60 4 15 609118.00 4649212.00
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
5 15 609116.82 4649254.85 6 15 609128.38 4649255.40
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
7 15 609129.56 4649228.64
Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

Cedar Rapids, IRR SUR NE 20-83-7 N 165.4' W 128' E 161' & W 128' E 303" STRILB 3. The boundaries for the St.
James UMC property is the entire lot contained in Cedar Rapids parcel number 142015101000000. Ellis Boulevard NW
forms the eastern boundary and 8t Street NW the west. See the map in Figure 1.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected. )

The nominated property includes the entire parcel historically associated with the building.

11. Form Prepared By

name/titte Eric Barr

organization Louis Berger date March 31 2015

street & number 1600 Baltimore Avenue Suite 100 telephone 816.398.8675

city or town Kansas City state Missouri zZip code 64108
e-mail e .com

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form

e Maps: AUSGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

e Continuation Sheets

Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)
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Ph hs

Submit clear and descriptive photographs The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)
or larger.

Name of Property: St. James United Methodist Church

City or Vicinity: Cedar Rapids
County: Linn  State: lowa
Photographer: Abbie Hurlbut (Louis Berger Group)

Date Photographed: January 2013

Description of Photograph(s) and number:
All digital images labeled as follows: IA_LinnCounty_St.JamesUMCH#.tif

001.  View facing southwest of main facade along Ellis Boulevard NW.

002.  View facing south of St. James UMC sign.

003.  View facing southwest from Ellis Boulevard NW showing education wing and north fagade of sanctuary section.
004.  View facing east showing west fagade (rear) of sanctuary section.

005.  View facing east of west fagade/rear of St. James UMC.

006.  View facing northeast of sanctuary’s south fagade.

007.  View facing west east fagade with main entrance on right at the junction forming the ell.

008.  View facing northwest of south facade and east facade of sanctuary.

009.  View facing southwest of 1952 corner stone.

010.  View facing east of sanctuary interior.

011.  View facing south showing window configuration and detailing in sanctuary.

012.  View facing north of sanctuary interior showing window configuration and trusses.

013.  View facing west of sanctuary interior showing enclosed balcony, laminate arches, and lighting.

014. Representative view of coupled stained glass windows with Biblical scenes.

16
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(Expires 5/31/2012)

Linn County, lowa
County and State

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name St. James United Methodist Church

street & number 1430 Ellis Boulevard

city or town Cedar Rapids

telephone (319) 363-3119

state lowa zip code 52401

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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Figure 1. (Google Earth, June 2014)

18



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)
St. James United Methodist Church Linn County, lowa
Name of Property County and State

Section Number: |mbedded Images

ATH ST NW

=
-
=}
2
#1]
8
@

Figure 2. ite Ian Map of St. James UMC (Cedar Rapids Assessr 2012)
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Figure 3. Original Design Proposed for St. James UMC by Cedar Rapids architect, William J. Brown in 1946. The
steeple in the ell was removed from the final design. (Courtesy of Carl & Mary Koehler History Center, Cedar
Rapids, IA).
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Figure 4. Final Proposed Design for St. James UMC, 1947 (Cedar Rapids Gazette 6-8-1947)

NEW BUILDING OF ST. JAMES METHODIST CONGREGATION IN CEDAR RP!DS
ngure 5. St. James UMC at Completion in 1954 (Cedar Rapids Gazette, 4-10-1954)
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Figure 6. Plot Plan, 1946 (Courtesy of Carl & Mary Koehler History Center, Cedar Rapids, I1A)
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Figure 7. Door and Window Details, 1946 (Courtesy of Carl & Mary Koehler History Center, Cedar Rapids, 1A)
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Figure 8. Foundation and Footing Plan, (Courtesy of Carl & Mary Koehler History Center, Cedar Rapids,
1A)
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Figure 9. First Floor Plan with Lighting Grid, 1946 (Courtesy of Carl & Mary Koehier History Center, Cedar Rapids,
1A)
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Figure 10. First Floor Plan with Sanctuary and Education Wing Layout, 1946 (Courtesy of Carl & Mary Koehler
History Center, Cedar Rapids, 1A)
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Figure 11. First Floor Framing Plan, 1946 (Courtesy of Carl & Mary Koehler History Center, Cedar Rapids, IA)
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Figure 12. Basement Plan, 1946 (Courtesy of Carl & Mary Koehler History Center, Cedar Rapids, IA)
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Figure 13. Second Floor Plan, 1946 (Courtesy of Carl & Mary Koehler History Center, Cedar Rapids,
1A)
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Figure 14. Structural Drawing of Truss, Column and Beams with Cross section of Sanctuary Section,
1946, (Courtesy of Carl & Mary Koehler History Center, Cedar Rapids, 1A)
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Figure 15. East (primary) Elevation and Nave section View, 1946 (Courtesy of Carl & Mary Koehler
History Center, Cedar Rapids, IA)
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Figure 16. North Elevation Plan View 1946, (Courtesy of Carl & Mary Koehler History Center, Cedar
Rapids, IA)
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Figure 17. South Elevation Plan View, 1946 (Courtesy of Carl & Mary Koehler History Center, Cedar
Rapids, I1A)
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Figure 18. West Elevation Plan View, 1946 (Courtesy of Carl & Mary Koehler History Center, Cedar Rapids, 1A)
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