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1. Name of Property of Historic Places
Historic name: Park Service
Other names/site number:
Name of related multiple property listing: N/A

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

2. Location

Street & number: 538 Augusta Road

City or town: Belgrade State: Maine County: Kennebec
Not For Publication: N/A Vicinity: N/A

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
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documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places
and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property X meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. |
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance
national statewide X __local

Applicable National Register Criteria:
A B XC D
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MAINE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property ___meets ___ does not meet the National Register
criteria.
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4. National Park Service Certification
| hereby certify that this property is:
_V entered in the National Register
___determined eligible for the National Register
___determined not eligible for the National Register
___removed from the National Register

) ot Do e Lol

9.5

|gnature of the Keeper

Date of Action

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.)

Private X
Public — Local ]
Public — State []
Public — Federal ]

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Building(s)
District
Site

Structure

O 000X

Object
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buildings
sites
structures
objects

Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

e
—————
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Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

e
—
e
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7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Other: Gambrel roof barn
Other: Ground level stable barn

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property:

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and cu
contributing and noncontribu

sSummary Paragraph

The Foster Barn at Winterberry Farm is a large
demonstrates emerging agricultural practices a
twentieth century. Built between 1900 and 191
animal husbandry, the barn is

Foster Barn at
alterations oth
the southwest
level of integrity reflecting its

National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

OMB No. 1024-0018
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County and State

ition of the property. Describe
ith a summary paragraph
such as its location, type,
res. Indicate whether the

e
and
ed

osts” of the size used in

first floor level of the exterior

exposed sheathing. The

and has had few significant
bay, inserting a chicken coop in
bay. The barn retains a high
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On the west, south and east elevations the walls also feature small rectangular openings
located about eight feet above the sills (and on the interior, in the ceiling, just under the second
floor framing). The openings are lined with sheet metal and once through the wall they make a
right angle bend and turn downward through the ceiling of the first floor. They function as part
of an air —exchange system for the animal quarters. There is one vent on the fagade and four
each on the south and west walls.

Interior Plan

On the interior the building is divided into three longitudinal bays of differing widths: the south
bay is approximately thirteen feet wide, the central bay or aisle is twelve feet five inches wide,
and the north bay is sixteen feet wide. The north bay was used for hay storage and the south
bay was the milking parlor or tie-up for the cows. The building has six bents with two on the
end walls and four interior bents. A first-floor partition wall positioned along the fifth bent at the
west end of the north and central bays creates a transverse rear bay used originally as the
stable. There is also a partition wall running between the center and south bays, thus creating
an “L” shaped interior space at the west end and south bay of the building. A batten door is
positioned between these two spaces, but they share several features including solid concrete
floors and horizontal sheathing on the interior walls. The tie-up (south bay) also has
whitewash on the walls and a sixteen-inch wide manure gutter in the floor just aft of the current
box stalls. Track from a ceiling-mounted automated manure trolley is found above the gutter in
the tie-up and along the east wall of the stable. While the wide gutter does not exist in the
latter room, there are three sets of 4" wide channels in the floor (now filled-in with wood) that
may have also been used for waste management. In the stable there are four stalls with
wooden feed bins on a concrete platform: there are also hinged wooden windows in the
partition wall in front of each stall.

The tie-up also has windows in the partition wall between the south and central bay, although
in this wall they are lower, longer, and hinged at the top. Currently there are seven box stalls
in the tie-up and an enclosed chicken coop in the southwest corner.

The northern third of the barn has a partition wall under the second bent creating a three-sided
room in the northwest corner. This space currently is used for distribution of agricultural
products. The next three bents were historically part of the hay mow or used for equipment
storage. The floor in this section of the barn has been replaced with new plank flooring. The
center aisle retains its old plank flooring.

The second floor of the barn is reached by a staircase positioned along the tie-up partition wall
Most of this level has a floor, with the exception of two and a half bays over the center aisle
and one bay over the north aisle.” The second floor sits on transverse joists that run between
the longitudinal aisle beams. Cross-bracing between the joists provides extra-stiffness to the
floor. A small enclosed room has been constructed to store wood shavings in the southwest

! While it is clear that a portion of the loft floor over the center aisle between the third and fourth bents has been removed,
it does not appear that there was ever a loft over the second bay on the north side. This suggests that the mow extended
from sill to plate in this bay, which is not unusual.
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corner of the loft. Over the west end of the center aisle is a high scaffold at the level of the
collar ties. The track for a hay-fork is positioned under the ridge for the length of the barn. The
common rafters meet without a ridge pole.

Visible from the loft are three metal ducts that rise from the loft floor along the sidewall of the
second floor and then under the rafters to the ridge where they meet the roof ventilators. Two
of these ducts are located along the south wall and the third is in the eastern end of the north
wall. They are made of sheet metal and covered with a fibrous insulation. The shafts end in the
ceilings of the tie-up and stable, and are visible as round openings with metal flanges attached
to the ceiling boards and a metal baffle within the opening.

Frame

The framing plan is of a common design found in Maine barns constructed after the Civil War.
Two-story studs -two-feet on center— rise to a plate on the exterior walls and two-story posts
rise to a collar tie (or girt) along the interior aisle. Sleeper beams between the interior posts
form the longitudinal support for the loft joists. Common rafters rise from the top plate to the
curb plate and from there another set rises to the ridge. Jack rafters rise from the collar ties to
the curb plate and are braced by interior rafters that rise from the ends of the collar ties. The
jack rafters also have longitudinal braces to the curb plate and a stiffener plank runs
horizontally from the jack rafter to the interior rafter. There are plank wind braces on the
second floor exterior walls and another set in the lower section of the roof.

Very few of the framing sticks in the Foster Barn are solid wood: the vast majority of them are
2 x 6 planks nailed together in groups of two or three to make structural posts or beams. In
some instances a pair of 2 x 6s are nailed to either side of a spacer block producing an
intermittent void that is sometimes used to lap onto the center extension of another built-up
beam. The only visible solid beams are the 6 x 6 sleeper beams positioned between the
interior posts along the aisles. Exterior corners are formed of a pair of 2 x 6 planks nailed at
right angles to each other. The interior posts are three-planks thick, the collar ties two-planks
thick with blocks over the outer bays and three-planks thick over the center aisle, and the jack
rafters are two-planks thick with blocks. The top plates and curb plates are made of three
planks. All of the common rafters, the interior rafters, the joists, and the studs are single 2 x 6
planks, as are the angle braces to the curb plate, the stiffener planks and the wind braces. All
the planks appear to be fastened by nail or bolts.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register
listing.)

] A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.

Il B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

X C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristi od of
construction or represents the work of a maste values, or
represents a significant and distinguishable en individual
distinction

] D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or
history

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes
B. Removed from its original location

[] C.Abirthplace or grave
D. A cemetery

] E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure

O

F. A commemorative property

] G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years
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Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions.)
Architecture

———
P

Period of Significance
c. 1900-1910

Significant Dates

Significant Person (Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

Cultural Affiliation

|

Architect/Builder
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph

(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, applicable criteria,
justification for the period of significance, and any applicable criteria considerations.) (Refer to
photographs)

rly twentieth century.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of
significance.)

r or basement, and extensive

s in Maine erected a
end walls and had a continuous
tables for horses and oxen
other side aisle and on lofts
a few livestock and grew

produce for their own use,

Foster barn adopted a pla

| stanchions is unknown the
y have been at least eight and
perhaps as many as twelve stalls.

The size of the north-aisle mow was reduced by the insertion of the stable, yet at the same
time a larger number of cows required an increase in the amount of hay stored in the building.
The practical solution to this problem was to change the roof from a gable to a gambrel form.
Although a handful of gambrel roof barns have dotted the Maine landscape since the early
nineteenth century, it was not until the last decades of the century that a change-over to this
form of agricultural outbuilding occurred on a large scale As summarized by Thomas Visser,
who wrote the

By the late nineteenth century some New England farmers were building their

bank barns with gambrel roofs. Also known as a curb roof, the double slopes of
the gambrel offer more volume in the hayloft, without increasing the height of the

10
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In general, gambrel roof barns were erected by those agriculturalists in Maine who had
made a shift from diversified family farming to dairy farming, and for whom putting by a large
store of fodder and bedding w 1s integral to their operation. The efficiency of gambrel roof
barns was touted in the agricultural press and designs for exan ples large and small were
offered in builders’ guides.

In addition to providing a large hay loft, the design of the Foster barn took into account
new technology and advances in agricultural science, again as explained by Visser:

By the early twentieth century the availability of mechanized power, the desire to
improve sanitation, and the development of concrete as a common building

material helped agricultur: roach to dairy barn
design a new approach tc level stable barn. With
the discovery that the bac s can pass through the
digestive system and rem f manure, agricultural

engineers sought ways to reduce the spread of the dise
ventilation to reduce dust levels in barns. The resulting

standards also called for increased interior light levels to
growth. As the name im

at grade. With no manur lors and disease-
carrying dust in the air ar e-inch thick concrete
slab poured over compac floor for the cow
stables....At their tail end n the concrete to gather

the manure.’

the Commissioner of
professor at the Univ
outlines the five mos a
light, ventilation, a “tight, pro
p and smooth walls and tight

It appears the Fosters were aware of this “new approach to da
built includs several features advocated by the agricult
had concrete slab floors with manure gutters. A manu
ran on an overhead track ran from the stable through t

2 Thomas D. Visser, Field Guide to New England Barns and Farm Buildings (Hanover, NH: University Press of New England,
1997), 82-83.

3 Visser, 97-98.

4 prof. J. M. Trueman, “The Dairy Stable” in Agriculture of Maine: Seventh Annual Report of the Commissioner of the Maine
Board of Agriculture, A.W. Gilman, Commissioner (Waterville: Sentinel Press, 1909), p 13.

11
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both finished on the interior with sheathing and then whitewashed. Under the ridge was a
track and pulley system for a hay fork. ° Large windows provided light for the livestock.

Whether intentional or not, the fact that the upper levels of the barn were never shingled also
helped prevent heat and moisture from accumt lating in the stored hay.

Each of these structural elements is found in the barn the Foster brothers constructed. But
unlike earlier barns almost none of the components are solid beams or posts: rather they are

uden Standard Fork Carrier patented in 1894 and advertised in the 1915
ny, Louden Hay Unloading Tools Barn Door Hangers Specialties ( Fairfield,

® Trueman, 15.
7 «King Ventilating Company” in Sweet’s Architectural Catalogue (New York: Sweets Catalogue Service, Inc., 1920}, 803.

12
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the center aisle posts.

In the period during which the Fosters were constructing their barn new designs in framing
were emerging. These designs, promoted by agricultural experiment stations, state
commissions, agricultural societies and lumber business, tended to favor gambrel or gothic

roof barns and relied on the ext russes to build roof systems
that did not require internal pos these designs were made up
of relatively short pieces of dim« bolted together for strength.
The designs were popularized t an Machinery Company, who
manufactured barn equipment s for barns, or the Gordon -
Van Tine Company who publist he Louden Machinery Company
took pains to illustrate how ton log of 1914. Atthe same time,
however the Radford Company sed both the newer barn forms
and the more traditional post a d interior posts. As indicated by

the specifications in the catalog the company’s designers were still calling for heavy timbers to
be utilized in the construction of their more traditional barns.

The Foster barn is an interestir -ame using virtually nothing but
along with the building’s plan
rothers to embrace emerging
_roach to frame design. Barns
the patterns of change for agricultural architecture in Maine.

Developmental history/additional historic context information (If appropriate.)

The 1879 Atlas of Kennebec C " was located on the property.
This was George Carpenter F dith Foster, an inn-keeper and
deputy 5. had worked manufacturing

spools 1 War and while there married
anothe ily appears to have returned to
Maine sometime after son Fra as born in 1857 and before the

taking of the 1860 census. After returning to Maine George and Mary bought a farm on the
County Road in Belgrade and until his death in 1886 his profession was consistently as a a
farmer. Mary Foster died in 1899.

13
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Even before F.C. Foster attended
for life rights and care for him, his
rked the farm with his brother, who

ued to practice as a machinist in addition to
farming.

thers built the barn now located at Winterberry
aced an earlier barn that had burned. However,

photograph, and the fact that Mary
It is possible that the building episode
d any inheritance that might have
followed her passing.

Only one town assessment ntury, and
those that exist for the later sumably
included the Foster Brother. that the Foster
Brothers had two horses, two swine, two oxen & is is an almost

100 percent increase in dairy livestock over the 1880 agricultural census for George H. Foster,
who had only eight cows. However, F.C. and E.L.’s father's farm also had a flock of sheep
including two dozen lambs.

After the deaths of the Foster family.
Whether the activities of the s in 2001 the
farm, including the house and operates an
animal-powered farm with org culture
program.

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)

8 George C. Purington, The History of the State Normal School, Farmington, Maine ( Farmington, Maine: Press of Knowlton,
MclLeary and Co., 1889), 113.

? George H. Foster to Francis C. Foster, Warranty Deed, 29 September 1873. Book 295 page 234, Kennebec County Registry
of Deeds, Augusta, Maine. Interestingly the terms of the agreement for perpetual care did not mention Mary Foster,
George's wife.

1 There is a notation on the record that states “300 increase” and appears to refer to an increase in the value of the
property. However, because neither earlier nor later records are available it is impossible to determine if this increase
reflects the new house, a new barn or both.
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Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
ed by Historic American Landscape Survey #
Primary location of additional data:
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State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University
Other

Name of repository:

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): 035-0112a

10.Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Less than 1 acre

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84:
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1. Latitude Longitude:
2. Latitude Longitude:
3. Latitude: Longitude:
4, Latitude Longitude:

Or

UTM References
Datum (indicated on USGS map):

] NAD 1927 or NAD 1983
1. Zone: 19 Easting: 431950 Northing: 4926786
2. Zone Easting: Northing:
3. Zone: Easting: Northing:
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4. Zone Easting: Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The nomination for the Foster Barn at Winterberry Farm is limited to the barn itself and does
not extend to the rest of the farm.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

While the farmstead at Winterberry Farm includes a c. 1900 house as well as agricultural fields
the property does not have the characteristics of historic farm v ith any particular significance in
the area of agriculture. Only the barn is architecturally significant, although the house does
retain a high level of integrity.

11.Form Prepared By

nameftitle:

organization:

street & number: ______ t

city or town: Augusta state: Maine zip code  04333-0065
e-mail: christi.mitchell@mair

telephone: (207) 287-1453

date: 15 July 2015

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

e Maps: AUSGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's
location.

o Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous
resources. Key all photographs to this map.

« Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.)
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Photographs

ach image must be 1600x1200 pixels
nch) or larger. Key all photographs to
d that number must correspond to the
icity, the name of the photographer, photo
log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every

photograph.

Photo Log

Name of Property oster Barn at Winterberry Farm

City or Vicinity: Belgrade

County: Kennebec State: Maine

Photographer: C. Mitchell

Date Photographed: ;urgle 113?), 2015 (#'s 2 -4, 6,7, 10-12) and March 25, 2015 (#s 1, 5,

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of

camera:

10f13

2 of 13

30f13

4 of 13

50of 13

6 of 13

ME_KENNEBEC COUNTY_FOSTER BARN_0001.TIF

West fagade of barn; facing east.

ME_KENNEBEC COUNTY_FOSTER BARN_0002.TIF
West fagade and south elevation; facing northeast.

ME_KENNEBEC COUNTY_FOSTER BARN_0003.TIF
South elevation and east elevation with door to tie-up; facing northwest. Note the ventilation
shafts and the partial wall cladding.

ME_KENNEBEC COUNTY_FOSTER BARN_0004.TIF

South elevation showing ventilation shafts; facing northwest.

ME_KENNEBEC COUNTY_FOSTER BARN_0005.TIF

South aisle and hayloft (over tie-up) facing southwest. Note ventilation flue in background.

ME_KENNEBEC COUNTY_FOSTER BARN_0006.TIF

North aisle, westernmost bay; facing north.
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13 0f 13

Washington, DC.

County and

ME_KENNEBEC COUNTY_FOSTER BARN_0007.TIF

Detail of framing (vertical aisle post, collar-tie, jack-rafter) showing the built-up beams; facing
north.

ME_KENNEBEC COUNTY_FOSTER BARN_0008.TIF

North wall, lower plane of roof with jack rafter, interior rafter, braces, curb plate and ventilation
flue; facing north.

ME_KENNEBEC COUNTY_FOSTER BARN_0009.TIF

Interior of roof peak with ventilation flues feeding into exterior ventilation caps; facing northwest.

ME_KENNEBEC COUNTY_FOSTER BARN 0010.TIF

Tie-up in the south aisle; facing west.

ME_KENNEBEC COUNTY_FOSTER BARN_0011.TIF

Detail of manure trolley in south aisle; facing southwest.

ME_KENNEBEC COUNTY_FOSTER BARN_0012.TIF

Baffle and intake flange for ventilation flue; facing southwest.

ME_KENNEBEC COUNTY_FOSTER BARN_0013.TIF

Back (transverse) stable with four stalls; facing northeast.
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