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1. Name of Property
historic name Toccoa Downtown Historic District

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 118 West Doyle Street not for publication
city or town Toccoa vicinity

state Georgia code GA county Stephens code 257 zipcode 30577

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

I hereby certify that this _X nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property _X__ meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:
___ national ___statewide X _local
Hhaw . 9 wlarm 2ol
re of certifying official/fitle, Dr. David Crass Division Director/Deputy Date

Department of Natural Resources Historic Preservation Division
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property ___ meets ___ does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official Date

Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification
| hereby certify that this property is:

tered in the National Register __ determined eligible for the National Register
__determined not eligible for the National Register ___removed from the National Register
IA
Sian re of the Keeper of
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Stephens County, GA

County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.)

private building(s)
X _| public - Local X_| district
public - State site
public - Federal structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

Category of Property

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing  Noncontributing

1 0 buildings
0 0 district

0 0 site

0 0 structure
0 0 object

1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

77 resources listed as part of the Toccoa
Downtown Historic District

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

RECREATION AND CULTURE: theater

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

RECREATION AND CULTURE: theater

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

MODERN MOVEMENT: Streamline Moderne

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation: BRICK

walls: BRICK

STUCCO

roof: ASPHALT

other:
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing resources
if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as
its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

The Ritz Theater is a Streamline Moderne-style movie theater located on West Doyle Street west of Toccoa
City Hall in downtown Toccoa. The building is located at the edge of the Toccoa Downtown Historic District on
the corner of N. Broad and W. Doyle streets. Built in 1939, the main fagade of this community landmark
building is clad in stucco; the sides are brick. Brightly painted in its original colors of aqua, pink, and cream,
the fagade has both horizontal and vertical bands of color. The recessed main entrance has a box office
window across from a double door with diamond-shaped windows. Poster display cases and single doors with
diamond-shaped windows are located on each side of the recessed entrance. The exterior of the theater
retains a high level of historic integrity. Plans to recreate the neon marquee are underway.

Narrative Description

The building is a large rectangular building on the corner of W. Doyle and N. Broad streets in downtown
Toccoa. Designed in the Streamline Moderne style, the building has been recently restored to its 1939
appearance. The Ritz Theater opened in 1939 as a single-screen film theater. It was operated by Fred
McLendon, who owned a chain of movie theaters.

The movie theater closed in 1975 and the building became a performing arts center, the Schaefer Center.
Interior changes including adding drop ceilings were made during this time. Exterior changes included
covering the fagade with red brick.

The brick has since been removed and the historic fagade restored to its Streamline Moderne-style
appearance. Paint analysis revealed original colors of aqua, pink, and cream. Horizontal bands of the three
colors define the fagade. Additional bands of aqua and cream highlight the area over the entrance. The
recessed entrance, with pink and aqua bands, houses the box office and main entrance doors. Display cases
for advertising upcoming events are located on either side of the recessed entrance. Single doors with
diamond-shaped windows flank the display cases. Three small windows are located on the fagade in the
balcony area of the building.

The sides and rear of the building are brick. The structure of the main floor is wood joists on brick foundation
walls and piers.

The recessed entrance leads into a lobby area. This lobby has been greatly modified in past renovations, but
remnants of the original finishes and lobby configuration were found and restored when renovation was done
in 2012. A small concessions stand, men’s and women'’s restrooms, the ticket booth, and the main floor of the
theater are accessed from the lobby. The ticket booth maintains its original footprint.

The interior of the theater retains its original configuration of seating and stage format. The stage is accessed
from either side of the proscenium arch, which was restored to its original configuration. The interior
underwent a refurbishing with new carpet, paint, stage curtain, and seating. The carpet was replicated from
remnants of the original and the original interior paint colors were duplicated based upon paint analysis.
Hardwood floors were restored. The main level auditorium has 362 seats, including four handicapped seats.
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The balcony, which cantilevers above the auditorium, is accessed by two stairways off the lobby, both of which
also have access to the exterior. At the rear of the balcony is a cast-concrete projection room that retains its
original configuration.

The building has a partial basement at the rear, underneath the stage area. The basement currently holds
three dressing rooms.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

X of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C abirthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)

The period of significance is 1873-1964. This period of significance is the same as the period of significance

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
1873 — 1964

Significant Dates

1939 — date of construction of Ritz Theater

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

N/A

for the Toccoa Downtown Historic District, which was listed in the National Register in 2011.
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Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)
N/A

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria.)

The Toccoa Downtown Historic District (Boundary Increase) adds one building (118 West Doyle Street) and
less than one acre to the Toccoa Downtown Historic District. The Toccoa Downtown Historic District

was listed in the National Register on December 6, 2011. The Ritz Theater was not included in the 2011
historic district nomination because it was located on the edge of the district and the original stucco fagade
was covered by nonhistoric brick at that time and was therefore noncontributing to the district. The brick has
been removed and the stucco fagade restored to its 1939 appearance.

The theater opened in 1939 as a single-screen film theater. It was operated by Fred McLendon, who owned
and operated a chain of movie theaters. The movie theater closed in 1975 and later was used as a performing
arts center. The Ritz Theater is significant at the local level under Criterion C in the area of architecture
because it is an excellent example of a 1939 Streamline Moderne-style movie theater in Toccoa and it
contributes to the significance of the Toccoa downtown district as a community landmark building.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

The Toccoa Downtown Historic District was listed as significant in the area of architecture for its excellent
collection of intact 19™ and early to mid-20"-century commercial and community landmark buildings that
represent prevailing design and construction traditions of cities and towns in Georgia. Doyle Street is the main
street in the downtown business district. The Ritz Theater is located at the end of Doyle Street and is an
excellent example of a Streamline Moderne-style theater with its brightly painted fagade in its original colors of
aqua, pink, and cream. Vertical and horizontal bands of color highlight the design elements on the fagade.
The recessed main entrance has a box office window across from a double door with diamond-shaped
windows. Poster display cases and single doors with diamond-shaped windows are located on each side of
the recessed entrance. The exterior of the theater retains a high level of historic integrity. Plans to recreate
the neon marquee are underway.

Toccoa has many good intact examples of commercial architecture that date from its period of greatest growth
during the late 19" century into the 1940s. The central business district is concentrated in the blocks
surrounding the courthouse and railroad tracks, as is common in many Georgia towns. Commercial buildings
in the district include both freestanding and attached one- and two-story buildings. Buildings tend to be
attached and aligned contiguously along1 Doyle Street, between Broad and Hill streets. Other character-
defining features of many of the late 19™ and early 20" -century commercial buildings include simple
rectangular forms; fronts that face directly onto the sidewalk, usually with a common setback; large display
windows; architectural ornament primarily on the front and sometimes side facades; and parapet rooflines,
some with recessed or decorative panels. Most are one story in height, and brick is the most common
material. A handful of two-story examples have second-story segmental-arched windows and ornamented
projecting cornices. Other stylistic elements include brick corbelling and dentils, patterned brickwork, frieze
paneling, and transom windows.
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The Toccoa Downtown Historic District is also significant in architecture for its community landmark buildings
including the Stephens County Courthouse. Other community landmark buildings include the courthouse
annex (originally the First Baptist Church Sunday School building), city hall (the former U.S. Post Office), the
1964 U.S. Post Office, and the First Presbyterian Church. Public architecture, such as the WPA-funded U.S.
Post Office, now city hall, tends to be influenced by classical antecedents. The church is also a good example
of a classically inspired building. The Ritz Theater is the only Streamline Moderne-style building in the district.

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)

The Ritz Theater, today known as the Schaefer Center, was constructed in 1939 as a single-screen film
theater. The front fagade of the building had a neon marquee announcing the featured films. Fred T.
McLendon, who owned and operated a chain of movie theaters, operated the theater. The theater closed in
1975. The Toccoa-Stephens County Community Theater and the Currahee Arts Council, were created
between 1975 and 1980. In February 1982, the theater was purchased from Mrs. Orville Schaefer by the
Currahee Arts Council in partnership with the Toccoa-Stephens County Community Theater. Throughout the
1980s and 1990s, a great deal of work was done to the building including roofing and electrical repairs. The
floor and theater seats were remodeled. The most significant change was alteration to the front fagade in
1999, when a new brick fagade was installed over the stucco due to a crack in the original stucco.

In 2012 funding was obtained to install an HVAC and life-safety system. A loading dock was added to the
rear of the building. The City of Toccoa provided funding to renovate the main level auditorium and lobby. In
2013 a Tourism Product Development Grant funded the removal of the nonhistoric brick veneer fagade and
removal of the contemporary lighting fixtures and the repair of the original stucco underneath. In 2014 the City
of Toccoa provided funds to repair the entry alcove, restore the original light boxes in the ceiling, install a
stone cap on the top of the building, paint the fagade original colors, reconstruct the two original surface
mounted poster inserts, install doors, and a ticket window. The Currahee Arts Council provided funds to paint
the brick sides that had previously been painted red the same paint colors as the front fagade. The City of
Toccoa also provided funds to install a new roof.

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)

Speno, Lynn. “Toccoa Downtown Historic District.” National Register of Historic Places Registration Form,
date. On file at the Historic Preservation Division, Department of Natural Resources, Stockbridge, Georgia.

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been x State Historic Preservation Office
requested) Other State agency
previously listed in the National Register Federal agency

____previously determined eligible by the National Register
____designated a National Historic Landmark
____recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
___recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository:

Local government
University

recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): N/A
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  Less than one acre
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84:
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1. Latitude: 34.579390 Longitude: -83.332896
2. Latitude: Longitude:
3. Latitude: Longitude:
4. Latitude: Longitude:

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The original National Register boundary is indicated with a heavy black line on the attached National Register
map, which is drawn to scale. The boundary increase is indicated by a dotted line.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The boundary includes the expansion of the city-owned property behind Toccoa City Hall to the corner of N.

Broad Street to include the Ritz Theater.

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Lynn Speno, National Register Specialist

organization Historic Preservation Division, DNR

date September 2015

street & number 2610 Georgia Highway 155

city or town Stockbridge

telephone 770-389-7842 o
state GA zip code 30281

e-mail Lvnn.speno@dnr.ga.gov

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
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e Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

¢ Continuation Sheets

e Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: Toccoa Downtown Historic District (Boundary Increase)
City or Vicinity: Toccoa
County: Stephens State: Georgia

Photographer: Charlie Miller
Date Photographed: January 21, 2015
Description of Photograph(s) and number:

1. Main facade; photographer facing north.
2. Stage; photographer facing north.
3. Stage; photographer facing north.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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