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5. Classification
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Private: %

Public — Local
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Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 1 buildings
0 0 sites
0 2 structures
0 0 objects
1 3 Total
Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)
RELIGION: Religious facility

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)
RELIGION: Religious facility
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7. Description

Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions.)
MODERN MOVEMENT: Modernistic
MODERN MOVEMENT: Brutalism

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property: CONCRETE:; WOOD; GLASS

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style,
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has
historic integrity.)

Summary Paragraph

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Arlington (UUCA) is located at 4444 Arlington Boulevard in
Arlington County, Virginia. The two-story church building is located at the southwest intersection of
Atrlington Boulevard and South George Mason Drive, on an irregular lot that extends south to First
Place South. The church building is screened from the adjacent thoroughfares by mature oak trees
and shrubs. A large asphalt-paved parking lot is set to the south and west of the building. A small
memorial wall and garden is set immediately south of the building, and set to the south of the
memorial wall and garden is a small playground, both non-contributing structures. A non-
contributing single-family dwelling, constructed in 1958 that serves as a parsonage, is located south
of the playground and faces First Place South. Designed by master architect Chatrles M. Goodman,
the main block of the church building is generally known as the “Sanctuary,” and was completed in
1964. Carved out of its site’s sloping landscape, the two-story Sanctuary features pre-cast concrete
construction, a prominent overhanging canopy roof, and wrapping clerestory windows. The building
references traditional meeting halls and temple buildings in its form and has character-defining
features of the Brutalist style in the Modern Movement. Brutalist design sought to dramatize major
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building elements such as the frame, sheathing and mechanical systems. Known for an emphasis on
bulky, heavy massing, Brutalist buildings often feature exterior walls made of unfinished concrete
and minimal fenestration with windows treated as penetrations in massive forms. Broad linear forms
are often punctuated with vertical slots. Two complementary additions are appended to the original
Sanctuary block. The first, completed in 1994, extends from the Sanctuary’s south elevation, and the
second, completed in 2013 and known as the “Celebration Center,” is located at the southeast
corner. While visually distinct from the original building, the additions complement the Sanctuary in
their scale, roof plans, materials, and fenestration patterns.

Narrative Description
Site Description

The UUCA is situated at the southwest intersection of Arlington Boulevard (U.S. Route 50) and
South George Mason Drive in Arlington County, Virginia. The irregular lot contains 3.9739 acres
and extends south to First Place South, where it abuts a residential neighborhood of one- and two-
story single-family dwellings. The church building itself is located at the northeast corner of the
property, and a large, asphalt-paved parking lot extends to the south and west. The parking lot is
reached by an asphalt-paved drive that runs east-west immediately to the south of the church
building, and has access points from both South George Mason Drive and a service road off
Atrlington Boulevard. Pedestrian access to the church is provided via sets of concrete walkways and a
covered, concrete pedestrian bridge that leads directly from the parking lot to the primary south
entrance of the building at the 1994 addition. Located immediately south across the driveway is a
small landscaped area that contains the church’s Memorial Wall and Garden.

Although it has evolved through the beginning of the twenty-first century to meet changing space
requirements and parking needs, the site arrangement remains strikingly similar to an early site plan
presented by architect Chatles Goodman in 1960." Goodman’s most significant contribution to the
site arrangement was the placement of the Sanctuary building at the northeast corner, taking
advantage of a wooded knoll with a south sloping landscape, which he noted to have “extraordinary
pictorial value.”” Carved out of this slope, the building “seems to grow — unforced and uncontrived”
from the landscape.’ Elevated above the street level, the Sanctuary is angled to face the intersection
of the primary thoroughfares. Although purposely situated at this prominent location within the site,
the building also maintains a sense of privacy and serenity, due to the picturesque, wooded
landscape at this corner of the property.

Unitarian Universalist Church of Arlington: Exterior Description

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Arlington is composed of three blocks: the original two-story,
rectangular-shaped reinforced concrete Sanctuary, constructed in 1962-1964; a two-story, irregular
rectangular-shaped concrete addition set at a right angle to the Sanctuary’s south elevation that was
completed in 1994; and a second two-story, square-shaped concrete addition that was completed in
2013 and is attached to the east side of the 1994 addition and a portion of the Sanctuary’s southeast
corner. The additions complement the original building in their scale, style, material, and
fenestration pattern, and fulfill Goodman’s original plans to expand the church with additional space
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for educational, administrative, and social functions. The additions also were consciously designed to
defer to the main block, and are set back and at a lower height, so that the Sanctuary remains the
primary visual component of the complex.

Charles Goodman designed the Sanctuary of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Arlington from
1960-1961, and Martin Brothers Construction completed its construction from 1962-1964. The two-
story, pre-cast concrete building represents the Modern Movement, particularly Brutalist, in its style
and materials, though its truncated rectangular form and prominent, overhanging flat roof recall the
influence of temple-style worship spaces. Set on a stacked, concrete block foundation, the building is
constructed entirely of pre-cast concrete components, most notably the large, corrugated panels that
span each elevation. The corrugation of the concrete wall panels provides visual interest to the
otherwise ordered, almost brutal aesthetic of the building. In keeping with the Modern Movement
ideal of honesty in materials, Goodman designed the building so that “the structure is the finished
surface,” and the exposed concrete surfaces show a fine, gravel aggregate texture to his
specifications. The Sanctuary is topped by a prominent, concrete, flat roof that is completed with
wide overhangs and over-sized concrete rainspouts at the east and west (side) elevations. The
building is highlighted by square, fixed-light clerestory windows that wrap around the building
beneath the roofline, and by narrow, fixed-light windows that pierce each elevation at the first story.

Goodman consciously designed a symmetrical, ordered building to reflect his understanding of the
Unitarian faith, and the north, east, and west elevations are nearly identical.” Each of the elevations is
treated equally, with no primary fagade. The elevations are dominated by the large, corrugated
concrete wall panels that are symmetrically spaced across each elevation. The east and west
elevations consist of five equal bays and the north and south elevations were designed with three
bays, with a large central bay flanked by two smaller bays. Tall, pre-cast concrete columns that are
spaced 16 feet on center and stretch from the ground to the underside of the overhanging roof
define each bay. Prominent columns composed of two parts set at a right angle also define each
corner of the Sanctuary. The ground floor of the building is set slightly back, so that the columns
appear as pier supports at this level, and help to lighten the heavy, concrete exterior. The first story
is defined by horizontal, double-corrugated, pre-cast concrete pieces that act as beams and lintels for
the pre-cast panels.

Two narrow, single-light fixed windows pierce each panel, with one each set to the inside of the
defining columns. These windows extend the full height of the first story and are defined by the
horizontal structural members. Each of these narrow windows is divided into three parts, with a tall,
narrow light flanked to the top and bottom by a smaller, rectangular light. Square, single-light fixed
clerestory windows wrap around the entire building immediately below the roofline. Two large
clerestory windows are uniformly set into each bay. Due to the slope of the site, the ground level at
the east and west elevations has a shallow exposure, and at this level, ribbons of five single-light
fixed windows define each bay.® All of the window openings at the Sanctuary are set within narrow,
square-edged cypress wood frames that have been painted black.

Single- or double-leaf flush wood doors that are painted pale blue mark entry openings at the

Sanctuary.” Black-painted wood frames also define the doors. At the north elevation, two narrow
doors are set to the inside of each end bay, and thus flank the platform stage at the interior.® A
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matching, flush wood panel that extends to the concrete lintel above surmounts each door. A
narrow set of open-string concrete steps approaches each entry. Centered below-grade at this
elevation is a set of wide concrete steps that leads to a typical, double-leaf door at the ground level
below. Per the original designs, entry doors marked each side (east and west) elevation at the
southernmost bay. In 2013, the addition of the Celebration Center at the meeting of the Sanctuary
and the 1994 addition at the southeast corner replaced the original east elevation entry, enclosing it
in a glass vestibule that acts as a transition space between the Sanctuary and Celebration Center. The
west elevation entry remains extant as it was originally and is marked by a typical double-leaf flush
wood door that is set within a fixed-light glass surround. This entry is approached via a concrete
walkway and a wider set of concrete steps that also access entry to the 1994 addition. All of the
exterior steps are finished with metal pipe railings.

Today, the primary entry to the church building is at the south elevation, marked by the two-story
addition designed by Kerns Group Architects of Washington, D.C., in 1991-1992 and constructed in
1993-1994 by Dustin Construction, Inc., of Gaithersburg, Maryland. The addition completes
Goodman’s original vision for the church, which included a large, full-width Social Hall wing
extending from the south elevation of the Sanctuary block.” The addition as Goodman designed it
was not constructed in 1963 due to financial constraints, but he planned the site and building for the
Sanctuary’s eventual expansion.

Set at a right angle to the Sanctuary, the 1994 addition runs east-west along the full width of the
south elevation of the Sanctuary and extends beyond the plane of its west wall for extra square
footage. The long, irregular rectangular-shaped addition is composed of a taller, square block that
extends from the south elevation of the Sanctuary, and a longer, lower block that extends to the
west. The 26,000-square-foot wing contains a social hall, administrative and office space, and
classrooms. The tooled, polished concrete walls are set on a concrete block foundation and topped
by a flat roof. The addition is lighter in color and has a smoother finish than the original main block.
The two-story section also sits lower in height than the Sanctuary building in deference to the
original structure, thus minimizing obstruction and leaving the Sanctuary’s defining clerestory
windows fully exposed. The addition has introduced another entrance to the building, now acting as
the primary entrance to the office and social spaces. Accessed directly from the parking lot, the
south entrance is approached by a prominent, elevated concrete walkway sheltered beneath a steel
canopy.

As originally constructed, the 1994 addition included a one-story terrace at the southeast corner of
the building. This was replaced by the two-story Celebration Center addition, which was designed by
Intec Group of Fairfax, Virginia, in 2011 and was constructed by Sully Construction of Sterling,
Virginia, in 2012-2013. This addition has provided additional social space at the first floor level and
multi-use activity space at the raised ground floor level. The square addition echoes the geometrical
form of the earlier sections and is faced with complementary light-colored concrete block, with
visual interest provided at its east elevation with random-coursed stone facing. The addition
consciously echoes and complements the Sanctuary with a flat, widely overhanging roof, and
wrapping, square clerestory windows. It is fenestrated with large, tempered plate glass windows at
the first and ground levels. A distinctive element of this addition is a prominent, circular stained
glass window centered at its north elevation. The window was specifically designed to complement
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the design of the Sanctuary, and its metal frame to mimic the Sanctuary’s architectural features.

Like the 1994 addition, the most recent construction is set back from the Sanctuary and at a lower
height, allowing the Sanctuary to remain the prominent, defining block."

Unitarian Universalist Church of Arlington: Interior Description

The interior of the Sanctuary remains remarkably true to Goodman’s original design and retains its
connection to the exterior through the prominent clerestory windows. The main meeting space at
the interior measures a modestly scaled 62 feet by 62 feet."” It is completed with a reinforced
concrete floor that is set in a large grid pattern and that has been polished. The north wall and the
northernmost panels at the east and west walls are faced with pale, beige brick that complements the
concrete. The remaining panels are matching beige acoustical panels. The exposed concrete ceiling
above is of beam and plate construction. In addition to its extraordinary natural lighting, the
Sanctuary is lit by patterned rows of light fixtures that span the full breadth of the ceiling. The light
bulbs remain contained in Goodman’s original black-painted, metal cylinders, which are attached to
the roof plates and are a characteristic feature of the Sanctuary’s interior."”

The original platform stage is centered at the north wall between the two narrow, exterior doorways.
The concrete structure measures about two feet in height and has recently been renovated with a
wood covering, though the concrete remains intact underneath." A prominent, decorative wood
screen, that obscures a wheelchair accessible ramp, is set on the platform and is original to the
Sanctuary.” The design of the screen echoes the architectural lines of the building itself. Padded
concrete “seat slabs” designed by Goodman span the recesses between the pre-cast panels at the
east and west walls, and primary seating is provided by padded, moveable pews and chairs."’

At the south side of the Sanctuary space are two staircase lobbies which correspond to the original
symmetrical, exterior entrances at the south bay of the east and west elevations.'” Each staircase
leads to the ground floor, and the east staircase additionally provides access to a lift elevator
(installed in 1974) and to the choir balcony above. The concrete dogleg stairs to the choir balcony
features metal pipe railings and the walls are faced with beige brick. Goodman situated the choir
balcony at the south side of the Sanctuary, considering it “the most desirable location for a choir,”
and noted that it allowed the music to be heard without any visual distraction.”® The balcony
contains stepped seating for members, and a large pipe organ."”

Goodman’s plan for the ground level included a central, north-south running corridor that was
accessible from the exterior, with an east-west corridor running at a right angle and leading to the
staircase lobbies above. The ground floor space in the original Sanctuary is constructed with
concrete floors (some covered in carpeting), concrete block dividing walls, and concrete ceilings that
have been covered with drop ceilings. Its finishes have been updated during each of the major
renovation and construction projects to complement the newer additions. The smooth transition
between the Sanctuary and the 1994 addition is marked by different textures of the polished
concrete flooring at both the first-floor and ground-floor levels. The original construction at the
ground level continues to provide for educational, administrative, and storage purposes.
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The Sanctuary is connected to the 1994 addition via a large entryway at the south wall of the
Sanctuary marked by a set of folding wood-frame doors. At the first floor, the 1994 addition
includes an entry hall, a large Fellowship Hall and kitchen, staff offices, and meeting rooms. The
lower level is primarily used for religious education space, and includes a chapel, classrooms, and
storage and maintenance rooms. The 2013 addition consists of a “Celebration Center,” at the first
floor and an activity room at the ground floor level, both large, open spaces capable of holding large
social functions. The Celebration Center replaced a terrace area that had been constructed as part of
the 1994 building phase, and which had experienced structural issues leading to sinking and cracking,.
The ground floor level also contains a small kitchen and storage space. This addition is connected to
the earlier construction by way of a small vestibule at the southeast intersection of the original
Sanctuary and the 1994 addition. The vestibule is accessible via the narthex between the 1994
Fellowship Hall and the Sanctuary, and by way of the Sanctuary’s east stair vestibule. The newly
constructed vestibule replaced the original exterior east entry and door at the Sanctuary.

Secondary Resources

Memorial Wall and Garden, 1994, Non-contributing Structure

The Memorial Wall and Garden is set on a narrow landscaped strip located immediately south of the
east-west entry drive at the south side of the building. Construction on the landscaped garden began
in 1994 and the garden was dedicated in 1996. The garden includes concrete walls, paths, and
benches set among landscaped plantings. Concrete blocks inscribed with names and dates of
members and their families are placed within the garden. The Memorial Wall and Garden is
considered a non-contributing resource to the property because it postdates the period of
significance.

Playground, 2007, Non-contributing Structure

Enclosed by a wood fence, the modern playground was constructed ca. 2007 and is located
immediately south of the Memorial Wall and Garden. It is considered a non-contributing resource to
the property because it postdates the period of significance.

Parsonage, 1958, Non-contributing Building

The parsonage was constructed in 1958, at the same time as the expansion of the original church
building, which has since been demolished.”” The one-and-one-half-story, single-family brick
dwelling represents the Cape Cod form and the Colonial Revival style, and blends neatly into its
surrounding residential neighborhood. The parsonage predates the period of significance, and is
therefore considered a non-contributing resource to the property.

Summary of Alterations and Renovations

Aside from the construction of the addition blocks in 1994 and 2013, alteration to the original
Sanctuary block has generally focused on systems upgrades, general maintenance work, and
improvements to secondary spaces. In the 1970s and 1980s, several improvements were made. In
1974, the church improved access by installing an elevator at the rear of the main Sanctuary space to
reach the social spaces at the ground-floor level. Other work at this time included renovation to the
toilets at the ground-floor level, and installation of an HVAC system.”’ Smaller improvements
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continued in the 1980s, including installation of two illuminated exit signs in 1984, roof repairs
between 1983 and1985, a new air conditioning system for the sanctuary in 1987, and installation of
an improved sound system in 1988.%

Renovation work has also been undertaken during each of the expansion programs in 1993-1994
and 2012-2013. In the 1993-1994 expansion program, upgrades to the Sanctuary block included:
replacement of the original pews with moveable chairs; enlargement of seating in the choir balcony;
upgraded handicapped-accessible restrooms; and refinished classroom and nursery spaces to help
ease the transition between the original construction and the addition. Renovations undertaken
during the 2012-2013 building program included repair to exterior concrete; replacement of the
operable casement windows at the ground level with insulated in-kind fixed windows; resealing of
the clerestory windows; covering the original concrete platform at the main Sanctuary space with
portable wood platforms; replacing the original stairway behind the platform’s wooden screen with a
wheelchair accessible ramp; as well as systems upgrades including upgrades to the sound system and
to the original pipe organ. Additionally, major site upgrades were undertaken that focused on the
demolition of the UCCA’s original church and religious education building, known as Reeb Hall
since 1965, and the expansion and re-landscaping of the parking area to the south and west of the
Sanctuary as a result.

REFERENCE NOTES

' Site Plan Presentation Boatd, ca. May 1960, Charles M. Goodman Associates, from the Archives of the Unitarian
Universalist Church of Arlington. Although the building was not constructed exactly as depicted on this site plan, the
overall site plan, including parking, access routes, and building placement, was instituted and remains largely intact to the
present. Placement of the Sanctuary at the northeast corner allowed for future parking expansion to the southwest and
the planned expansion of the original Sanctuary building at its south side.

2 Chatles M. Goodman, “Report of Charles M. Goodman, FAIA; The Unitarian Church of Arlington: the New
Building,” (1961), Site Plan section, 4. Stored at the Archives of the UUCA.

3 Charles M. Goodman, “Report of Charles M. Goodman, FAIA; The Unitarian Church of Arlington: the New
Building,” Site Plan section, 6.

4 Chatles M. Goodman Associates, “Specification for Unitarian Church of Arlington,” October 23, 1961. Stored at
Archives of the UUCA. The specifications also note Milton A. Gurewitz Associates as Structural Engineers; Robert R.
Jones as Mechanical Engineer; and Shefferman & Bigelson as Electrical Engineers.

5> The 1993 addition is appended to the south elevation, which is no longer visible.

¢ Originally operable casement windows, the windows at this level were replaced with insulated, in-kind fixed windows in
2013.

7 Chatles M. Goodman Associates, “Specification for Unitarian Church of Arlington,” October 23, 1961. The report
titled “The Unitarian Church of Arlington; The New Building; Report of Charles M. Goodman, FAIA,” stated in its
“Envelope Section,” pg. 7 that “Frames for all glass are cypress, stained black. Entrance doors are flush wood and will
be painted a color that will be selected when the structure is nearing completion.”

8 The west door at this elevation is no longer operable.

9 See: Charles M. Goodman, “Report of Charles M. Goodman, FAIA; The Unitarian Church of Arlington: the New
Building,” (1961). Stored at the Archives of the UUCA.

10 The stained glass window was designed, created and installed by artist Wayne Cain of Cain, Inc., based in Bremo Bluff,
Virginia.

1 All meeting minutes, memos, design schemes, architectural drawings, and construction documents relevant to each
addition are stored within the Archives of the UUCA.

12 The Sanctuary’s intetior meeting place measures 62 feet by 62 feet, while the overall building at the exterior was
constructed at 82 feet by 68 feet.
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13 Goodman described the lighting arrangement in his 1961 report to the church, stating: “Our tentative scheme for
artificial lighting of the Auditorium consists of a patterned distribution of metal cylinders, housing incandescent down
lights attached to the sides of the roof plates. They will be circulated to provide varying degrees of lighting intensity. The
cylinders will be painted flat black” (“The Unitarian Church of Arlington; The New Building; Report of Charles M.
Goodman, FAIA,” Envelope Section, pg. 7). The bulbs were replaced with LED bulbs during the 2012-2013 renovation
and construction project.

14'The removable platforms were installed to help improve sightlines within the Sanctuary.

15 The ramp was constructed in 2012, and replaces an original set of stairs to the ground floor level.

16 The original pews were purchased from Winebarger Corporation of Lynchburg, VA in 1964. The existing pews and
chairs replaced the original pews in 2010, as the original seating was in increasingly poor condition after years of use. At
this time, the seat slabs were also reupholstered to match the new pews. The new seating arrangement offers more
flexibility to the congregation, which was an issue of serious debate in 1964 when the original pews were installed.

171n 2013, the east elevation exterior entrance was replaced by a new entry door that is enclosed within the transition to
the newly constructed Celebration Center.

18 Goodman, “Report of Chatles M. Goodman, FAIA; The Unitarian Church of Arlington: the New Building,” Plan
section, 4.

19 The original organ was dedicated in 1964, and was an excellent example of the work of the Holtkamp Organ
Company of Cleveland, Ohio, which is known as one of the country’s oldest pipe organ builders. In 2012, the original
organ was updated with a digital console from the Rodgers Console Company. The new console is interfaced with the
original pipe organ, and the original Holtkamp instrument can continue to be played as a pipe-only instrument, or with
digital capabilities as well (“UUCA Celebrates New Otgan,” The Arlingtarian, June 2012, pg. 4.)

20 The original church and education building, known as Reeb Hall, was demolished as part of the 2012-2013 renovation
and construction project. A commemorative wall summarizing its history is located at the south side of the parking lot,
and is constructed from the building’s bricks. The building’s cornerstone has been also relocated near the pedestrian
ramp at the main church building.

2! John M. Ruffner, ATA Architect, “Specifications and Work Details Manual, Social Hall/Nursery/Library/Serving
Kitchen,” February 22, 1980. Stored at the Archives of the UUCA. Of note, Ruffner also served as chairman of the
Committee on Physical Planning and Standards during the initial building phase of the Sanctuary block.

22 Margaret Fisher, History of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Arlington, V A: 50" Anniversary Ed. 1948-1998 (Arlington,
VA: UUCA, 1998), 9.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register

listing.)
A.
B.
% C.
D.

Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values,
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

X A.

@

o 0

e

Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes
Removed from its original location

A birthplace or grave

A cemetery

A reconstructed building, object, or structure

A commemorative property

. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years
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Name of Property

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)
ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
1962-1964

Significant Dates
1962-1964

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Goodman, Charles Morton, Architect

Arlington County, Virginia
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any
applicable criteria considerations.)

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Arlington (UUCA) was completed in 1964 as the new
Sanctuary building for its rapidly growing congregation in suburban Arlington County, Virginia. The
UUCA is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C, and is significant at
the state level as the work of modernist architect Charles M. Goodman and because it is an excellent
example of a Modern Movement church building that was specifically suited to its congregation. The
area of significance is Architecture, as the design for the UUCA is an excellent representation of
many of Goodman’s signature design ideals and also reflects the pinnacle of the architect’s
interpretation of his modern aesthetic for ecclesiastical architecture. The UUCA Sanctuary was one
of only three ecclesiastical buildings designed by the architect, and it is the only one of his church
buildings constructed in Virginia. The period of significance for the church extends from 1962 to
1964, encompassing the beginning and completion of the Sanctuary construction. The construction
of a first addition in 1993-1994 realized Goodman’s original vision for a multi-purpose
administrative and social wing to be located on the south side of the Sanctuary, and a second
addition completed in 2013 further provided for these functions. Both additions are complementary
in their design and form to the original block, and fulfill Goodman’s original vision for an
expandable meeting space. As such they have not impacted the integrity of the original building.
Three secondary resources are located on the church property, the Memorial Wall and Garden,
which was constructed in 1994, a playground, constructed circa 2007, and a parsonage, constructed
in 1958; all are considered non-contributing to the property. The UUCA meets Criteria
Consideration A for properties owned by a religious institution or used for a religious purpose as its
primary significance is derived from its architectural design.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of
significance.)

Introduction: Summary of Architectural Significance

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Arlington is eligible for listing in the National Register of
Historic Places under Criterion C as a significant example of Architecture at the state level because it
was designed by master architect Charles Goodman, and because it is an excellent example of
Modern Movement architecture that as specifically designed to reflect the principles of the Unitarian
faith and the specific needs of its congregation. The UUCA congregation first established itself
permanently in Arlington in 1948 and was the first suburban Unitarian church in the D.C.
metropolitan area.”” The UUCA quickly grew during this period, and established itself as a leader in
social justice issues. By the late 1950s, significant growth of the congregation required expansion of
the original church facilities. Church leadership and members sought to construct a building that
would reflect their liberal, progressive beliefs and that would signify the UUCA’s leadership position
within the denomination. In the mid-twentieth century, Unitarian congregations across the country
hired modernist architects to design buildings that would represent their position as a church for the
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modern era. As the Washington, D.C., metropolitan region’s leading modernist architect at this time,
Charles M. Goodman was the natural choice for the UUCA’s commission.

Goodman had only designed two church buildings prior to his UUCA commission, but he was well-
established in his profession by the late 1950s, having produced designs for commissions as varied
as builder housing, custom residences, schools, offices, and even aviation and technological
complexes (which included everything from hotels to restaurants). Among his accomplishments,
Goodman was best known for his builder housing. His first subdivision, Hollin Hills in Fairfax
County, Virginia, was begun in 1946, and brought the architect national renown for his application
of modernist architecture to a planned subdivision, and for its incorporation of community and
landscape planning with architectural design. The Hollin Hills Historic District (IDHR No. 029-5471)
was listed in the National Register at the national level of significance in 2013. By 1953, Goodman
had been hired as a consulting architect to the National Homes Corporation, which was the
country’s largest manufacturer of prefabricated houses. By 1956, Goodman was responsible for a
design that resulted in the construction of over 32,500 houses across the U.S.*

Although his architecture and land planning principles followed the tenets of the greater Modern
Movement, including rationality of design, clean lines, and renunciation of direct historical
references, “Goodman’s work can be seen as a premier example of mid-Atlantic, post-World War 11
Modern architecture because it embodies the main traits of that particular architectural genre” per
architectural historian Elizabeth Lampl.” Lampl further notes that:

Firstly, [Goodman] believed fervently in the beauty and flexibility of the open
plan...Secondly, he was passionate about the use of glass. No other architect allowed
a greater amount of natural daylight into his houses than Charles Goodman. Thirdly,
and related, he revealed his structural lexicon on the exterior and even included his
window wall in that lexicon. Fourthly, his work appeared indigenous, was rich in
texture, and hugged the ground.”

By the late 1950s, Goodman had established his aesthetic, and his buildings were said to be:

distinguished by exposed structure (usually post-and-beam construction with infill
panels), large expanses of glass, an indoor-outdoor relationship facilitated both by
the glass and by the integration of the building with its site, a flat or low-pitched roof
typically with broad eaves, and an absence of superfluous decoration.”’

When Goodman was hired to design a master site plan and new building for the UUCA in 1959,
then, he was already established as the area’s foremost Modernist architect with a clearly defined
aesthetic within that movement. Many of Goodman’s characteristic design elements were
incorporated into the UUCA Sanctuary, including integration of site and building planning; honest
use of materials; a masterful connection between interior and exterior spaces; and particular
elements such as pre-assembled wall and window panels, and a flat, widely overhanging roof. At the
same time, the building is distinctive among his commissions for its direct acknowledgement of
traditional building precedents, in this case the temple and meeting hall forms in religious
architecture, and also because o