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| 1. Name of Property ]
Historic Name: Noble Building
Other Names/Site Number: n/a
Name of related multiple property listing: n/a

| 2. Location
Street & Number: 324 Pujo St
City or town: Lake Charles State: LA County: Calcasieu
Not for Publication: |:| Vicinity: l___|

| 3. State/Federal Agency Certification |
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify
that this [X] nomination [_] request for determination of eligibility meets, meets the documentation
standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the
procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property X
meets [_| does not meet the National Register Criteria.

| recommend that this property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

[ ] national [ ] state local

Applicable National Register Criteria: [ |JA  [X]B [Jc []D

im Prigors Yoa9. 1

Signature of certifying official/Title: Pam Breaux, State Historic Preservation Officer Date

Louisiana Department of Culture, Recreation, and Tourism

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property [_| meets [_] does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official: Date

Title: State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
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4. National Park Certification

I l\w}by certify that the property is:

_ entered in the National Register

____determined eligible for the National Register

___determined not eligible for the National Register
removed from the National Register

) ther, explain: }’ {/
ok e Lo10-2014

S(i’griatfrlé /of’ the Keeper Date of Action
\_/

| 5. Classification

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply.)

X Private
Public — Local
Public — State
Public — Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box.)

X Building(s)
District
Site
Structure
object

Number of Resources within Property (Do not include previously listed resources in the
count)

Contributing Non-contributing
1 Buildings
Sites
Structures
Objects
1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register:

[ 6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions.): Commerce/Trade: Professional
Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions.): Vacant: Work in Progress
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7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions.): Late 19" and Early 20"
Century American Movement: Commercial Style

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
foundation: Concrete

walls: Brick

roof: Asphalt

other:

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of
construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic
integrity.)

Summary Paragraph

The 1919 Noble Building is a two-story masonry coencial edifice with a rectangular plan and a ftadfr
Constructed of load-bearing masonry, the primagpde is finished with unpainted buff brick and detive
brick panels above the windows. The roof is codeneasphalt roll roofing. Situated in downtownkiea
Charles (Calcasieu Parish), Louisiana, next do&@ity Hall, the Noble Building is centered on tloth side
of a commercial block facing north on Pujo Streglthough interior alterations have occurred incation of
the ground floor commercial space, the buildingiret much of its architectural and historic intgghoth
inside and out and remains eligible for NationagReer listing.

Narrative Description

While the structures along the north side of the Bldck of Pujo Street were demolished in the 186tie
south block of Pujo Street remains intact with othistoric commercial structures built along theesvalk with
no setback.

The Noble Building was constructed with methodsdgpof downtown commercial structures in the early
twentieth century. In an effort to create firedretsuctures after the Great Fire of 1910, whickta®ed much
of downtown Lake Charles, the building has loadrimgamasonry walls sitting on concrete strip fogén The
roof is surrounded by masonry parapet walls amdvered by asphalt roll roofing.

The primary facade (see Photos 1 and 2) faces$get and is finished with an unpainted, buff-cetbbrick.
It is divided into three bays by brick pilasterdyigh forms two leasable areas in the first floamooercial
space. The western one-third of the first floouses the Majestic Barbershop, and the easterntingst
currently is unoccupied. Although not originalth@ construction, the current storefront of thderasnost bay
is fabricated of aluminum framing with marble panatcenting the base. The original wooden dodts laige
glass panels (currently covered with paper onrkerior due to renovation work) have an upper wamand
serve as entry into the eastern lease space.théekirst bay, the central bay also consists @jdavindows of
aluminum framing with marble accent panels at thgeb The original wooden storefront of the we sberst
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bay was also replaced with aluminum storefront fregm The large plate glass windows have simplemyre
painted aluminum panels located below them. Thieeestorefront of this final bay is recessed atagle into
the leased space. Original wooden transoms, d¢ongsis six divided frosted lites, are located ab@l three
storefronts, finishing the lower floor.

The second floor consists of decorative brick pseghibiting a diamond pattern created with a dabbkewn
brick below wooden counterweight windows, which suedivided into a ten over one glazing patterhe #en
lites of the upper sash are subdivided unequallly smaller lites at the top. Another section afatative
brick panels sits above the windows, and the fagatirished with a straight parapet wall with enpie
decorative cornice formed by three courses of ptimjg brick and brick coping.

The east and west walls of the building are padilssthat abut the adjacent buildings. Visiblemty one
location in an alcove of City Hall, these facades@nstructed with a red brick that is more ailan than the
brick comprising the street facade.

The rear facade (see Photo 3) faces south and aluéshanical yard and parking area for City HBIievoid
of any decorative features, the same utilitari@hineck is used for this wall. The only door at tiear provides
access to the smaller lease space to the weste @hefour openings at the first level. The westest
opening on the first level appears to have beeadihg dock at some time, but it has been coverddwood;
this opening would have served the smaller leageespThe remaining three windows are large incgustieel
windows that are original to the construction. haligh all three windows have multiple divided liteish an
operable panel in the center, the two windows ¢oethst are slightly smaller in dimension. The fiwedows
of the upper level are the same industrial steetlatvs that are found on the first level. Therefawe large
windows matching the lower window with twenty-fdiles and an operable panel in the center. Thenskc
window from the west is a smaller single-hung wwdeith nine lites. A masonry vertical mechanidaa
begins at ground level and runs the entire heigtitebuilding. This shaft, located slightly ofriter on the
rear fagade, is not original to the building.

The first floor plan of the Noble Building reflectstypical commercial-style building of its tim&he western
one-third of the first floor is a separate leas&cgpthat currently serves as a barbershop. Tharityayf the
barbershop floor plan is open with no partitiond ases to a high ceiling. A small office and resin are
situated under a mezzanine at the rear.

Visitors to the larger, eastern lease space (se®®H, 5, and 6) on the first floor that once hbkl offices of
F. Shutts & Sons, gain access through a vestiftitb@street. Stairs to the upper level originatéhe
vestibule, and the entry into the lower commersjelce is directly in front of the exterior entryodo The front
half of the floor plan is open with no partitionsdarises to a tall, pressed metal ceiling. Snwadhms such as
restrooms and closets line the east wall. Threadlsffices, each bearing a door with a Shutts naand a
large safe are arranged in the rear under a merzaiilthough not original to the building, thesar offices
were constructed during EImer Shutts’ tenure inktihiéding and served as the offices of the Shutihiers.
The mezzanine is another open space that provabessito an additional safe of similar size a®tieeon the
ground floor. The mezzanine safe sits atop the shfhe first level.

Access to the second level is gained by way ofostamtial marble staircase (see Photo 10) thasl&ac the
front vestibule. The floor plan of the second fls®unaltered from its original design. A notafdature is the
central hallway that runs parallel with the froat&de (see Photo 7). It is flanked by smalleceffito the north
and south and retains a wainscot of white subwey ©@riginal wooden door frames with transoms emelrior
sidelight windows provide access to the officeg (Bhotos 8 and 9). The offices opening off theraén
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corridor provide access to additional offices fiva the exterior walls, creating a layout thatwe offices deep
off of the central corridor. The second floor hedishe offices of the building owner, Charles ObMpand
others.

Alterations

The main alteration in the Noble Building is theldidn of the mezzanines in the first floor commakspaces.
The mezzanines are constructed to the rear ofdpatbes. Although it is difficult to date the constion of the
mezzanine in the smaller, western commercial sghee;onstruction date of the mezzanine in theeskarg
eastern space is easier to estimate due to thensioms of the lumber used and the presence okalsah can
be dated. Constructed during the period of sigaifce soon after the Shutts began leasing the spadeefore
the mid-1940’s, the mezzanine in the larger commakespace was built to accommodate the functiortbef
engineering firm. The private offices of the SkuBtrothers were built below the mezzanine, leatteg
remainder of the downstairs space and the spat®eeanezzanine for employees and work areas. The
engineering firm functioned in this space as #til configured until 1975.

The replacement of the original wooden storefroitih @wluminum windows is the other chief alteratiorhe
remainder of the windows in the building endure@aginally installed. The wooden storefront waplaeed in
both first floor commercial spaces. The woodenrdoal transom still remain in the larger, eastg@acs, but
the door and windows were replaced in the smallestern lease space. The date of this replacasent
unknown, but appears to be c. 1950 based on themmaigsign. The remainder of the windows, both the
wooden windows on the second floor of the nortladecand the steel windows in the south facade,ireasa
originally installed.

Despite these alterations, the building retaingaificant degree of integrity and is eligible fibve National
Register of Historic Places. The building contimte exhibit integrity in the areas of locationsigm,
workmanship, materials, feeling and associatiorhil&the building is located on its original sitbe
surrounding area (setting) has been altered thrthugdemolition of buildings across the streete Tibor plan
of the building remains largely intact on the fiflsior despite the addition of the mezzanine andmetely
intact on the second floor. The addition of theramine and lower offices in the main commercialcgp
occurred early in the life of the building to acaoodate the business of EImer Shutts, who is theubf this
nomination. Because of the construction date haddason for its construction, this alteration deised
significance in its own right. Due to the presentéhe majority of the original construction maaés and
details, the integrity of the materials and workstap is clearly evident. Replacement of the oagjimood
storefront with aluminum storefront is the onlyerxbr alteration. Fortunately, the original woourg door
and transom still remains in the larger commerspace, and, with proper photographic evidencegtigenal
design intent could be easily reconstructed.

Because the property maintains the majority oplitgsical features, it easily conveys the feelinghef period
of significance and its association with Elmer $uCurrently, the Noble Building is in fair condit with
evidence of past termite exposure and water damagiee first floor. However, the essential phykfeatures
and feelings of the building are visible enougleadavey its significance. If Elmer Shutts were ablsee the
building today, he would recognize it as his platbusiness. With the degree of integrity thatkhéding
retains and the limited alterations, some of witiakie gained significance in their own right, thebio
Building remains eligible for the National RegistérHistoric Places.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying
the property for National Register listing.)

A | Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.

X | B | Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

C | Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or
represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual
distinction.

D | Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history

Criteria Considerations:

A | Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes

Removed from its original location

A birthplace or grave

A cemetery

A reconstructed building, object, or structure

A commemorative property

OMMm|O|0O|®@

Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions.): Engineering

Period of Significance: 1937-1967

Significant Dates: 1937

Significant Person (Complete only if Criterion B is marked above): Shutts, Elmer E.
Cultural Affiliation (only if criterion D is marked above): n/a

Architect/Builder (last name, first name): unknown

Period of Significance (justification): The period of significance for the building encompasses
the years that EImer Shutts occupied the building, ending in 1967 when Mr. Shultts retired.

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary): n/a
Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level

of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any applicable
criteria considerations.)
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The Noble Building is locally significant under @nion B in the area of engineering because afldse
association with Elmer E. Shutts, the first engirfeethe Port of Lake Charles, which is one of dhiering
forces behind the industrial economy that thrivetlake Charles during the historic period and béeyon
Industrial operations replaced the lumber tradéhvagconomic engine of Calcasieu Parish in thel@gd’s
and early 1930’s and continues today as the mainauic generator in the area. Elmer Shutts maiathhis
business, F. Shutts & Sons, in the lower floothef Noble Building from c¢. 1937 until his retiremémtL967.
The engineering firm continued in the building ufa875.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)
BACKGROUND

Lake Charles and Its Waterways

The first white settlers arrived in southwest Loans in the late 1700s, attracted by the praioeséttle
grazing and abundant waterways for the transportatf goods and products. The community of Lakar(@s
was founded on the shores of a natural lake bouhgelde Calcasieu River on the west side. The area
flourished, and industrial life began early asfire sawmill and trade port were established iB3.8

The destruction of the Civil War created a marketifouisiana lumber as the South continued to tdbuihis
demand brought a need for better access to sawmillalcasieu Parish. Congress named Lake Chamles
official port shortly after the conclusion of thevCWar, and a Customs Office was establishedan€ron, a
community south of Lake Charles.

Agriculture and lumber prospered through the |&@0ls, and the waterways served as the main cofatuit
transporting products. However, only shallow dsaftooners could navigate the river due to abundant
sandbars. Community leaders saw this as an im@edita the lumber industry and other commerce and
petitioned the War Department in Washington foeaper channel. Their requests were denied. Vhe ri
remained passable to only shallow draft schooretscould traverse the sandbars.

In 1920, leaders of Lake Charles recognized thaistoy depletion had caused the decline of the &rmb
industry and that tremendous quantities of riceewggpwn within a 60-mile radius of Lake Charlesowéver,
most of the crops were shipped through Beaumoniag and New Orleans. They knew that a seaport was
necessary to maintain their industrial strength again requested Federal appropriations. Once ailes
request was denied.

The community’s luck changed in 1921 when the Liamia Constitution was altered to allow Police Jirie
(county commission) to fund and initiate public W@projects. The Legislature authorized the Cadcas
Parish Police Jury to call a bond election for died and widening Calcasieu River and Lake anabfaining
rights of way.

The people of Lake Charles took matters into thein hands, approving a $2.75 million bond issuéeepen
and widen the Calcasieu River from the IntracodStalal to Lake Charles. This provided a navigataurie
through the Intracoastal Canal to the Sabine Rlgegted on the border of Louisiana and Texas taadulf
of Mexico, which made Lake Charles the only seafmbte built and put into operation without any &l
assistance. The citizens had faith that the pottldvdevelop industry in the area.
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In 1924, the Louisiana Legislature authorized thkd Charles Harbor and Terminal District through &
and empowered the District to call bond electiams$ eoordinate fundraising efforts for the constict
operation, and maintenance of port facilities. wddally, the governor appointed a Board of Consiusers.
The job of planning and constructing a terminalliigocommenced, and the newly appointed Board of
Commissioners recognized the need for a port erginéhe Board sought the expertise of Elmer EttStaund
appointed him port engineer in 1925. Frank Shédser’s father, had opened an engineering firrhake
Charles in 1888, and from early ages, his sonstaskivith the engineering and surveying tasks @bilsiness.
Elmer Shutts formalized his education, graduatmthe first engineering class of Rice Universityl Bl 6.
Following graduation, Elmer returned to Lake Chatlejoin his father’'s business, along with ondisf
brothers.

Elmer E. Shutts and the Port of Lake Charles
During Shutts’ Ryan Street Office Years, 1925-1937

Elmer immediately set about planning and desigtiegport facilities. He participated in discussdietween
the Commissioners and Southern Pacific, KansasSgitghern, and Missouri Pacific railroads to deteenthe
participation of rail lines in the development bétport and facilities needed. He traveled ardhecdation and
the world, studying port facilities to determine timost beneficial arrangement for Lake Charles.Jiy 7,
1925, the Harbor and Terminal District was prepdoechll for a special bond election for the counstion of
wharves, docks, warehouses, railway facilitiesyaiars, and other structures necessary for poratipe.
Elmer Shutts designed each of these early porttsires. The Board authorized Shutts to commerseaich
for an appropriate location for the port in Augli825 and, based on Shutts’ recommendation, votaddoire
property bound by the Calcasieu River and Contrdi&ayou, known as the Walnut Grove site.

With the first port director, H.J. Luhn, in placke Board forged ahead with construction of the felities.
By October 1925, the three transit sheds were cet@phnd Luhn was allowed to lease space for starhg
rough rice at the facilities that became knownhasQity Docks.

The official opening of the Port of Lake Charlessvield on November 30, 1926. A United States Nepggel,
the U.S.S. Cleveland, docked at the newly consttliatharves amid much fanfare. Its destination was
Bluefields, Nicaragua. Exchanges between Lakel€hand the rest of the world had commenced, and th
foresight of the citizens and Board of Commissisraedong with the designs of EImer Shutts madestjie.

According to the opening day program, three savenaitld eight retail lumber yards operated in Lakar{eb,
and oil was beginning to have a prominent rolénandrea economy with seven oil fields in Calca8larish
that produced approximately 7,000 barrels of oilgsy. Additionally, Calcasieu Parish produced-twods of
all rice grown in the United States, and cottoreage had increased to 9,000 acres that produced baies of
cotton per year.

Lake Charles was thriving, and the port playedyaiicant role in its economic success. In additio the
success of the rice and lumber mills, the areadeadme a viable site for industry because of tladavility of
fuel, raw materials, and transportation. All of ttritical ingredients were in place. The porbgisovided, and
continues to provide, permanent employment fogaicant number of skilled and unskilled workers.

This was only the beginning. The port continuedxpand and prosper at a time when the rest afdabetry
was suffering from the Great Depression. As tharoonity persisted in their support of the port tig bond
elections, Elmer Shutts continued to guide the Bdaaconstruction and engineering decisions. liitazh to
designing each new facility that was added at itieg Shutts personally oversaw the bidding and ttaoson
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process of each structure to ensure quality coctsdbru Not only did Shutts’ influence at the portrease, but
his influence at his office also grew. Upon thattieof his father in 1927, EImer and his brotheed:-assumed
control of F. Shutts & Sons Engineering. Eightrgdater, the brothers relocated their office fribra original
address on Ryan Street (this building no longestexio the Noble Building on Pujo Street. NamadGharles
O. Noble, who played an integral role in drillifgetfirst oil well in Louisiana, the Noble Buildirsgrved as the
office of the Noble Oil Company (offices on the @ed floor) beginning in 1935, when the family acqdithe

property.
SIGNIFICANCE UNDER CRITERION B, 1937-1967

Elmer E. Shutts and the Port of Lake Charles
During the Noble Building Years, 1937-1967

Business was booming, and the industrial expartsiahbegun in Lake Charles by 1937. However, the
populace was not satisfied. At this time, shipsewequired to reach the gulf by way of the Intestal
Waterway to the Sabine River, a 75-mile journethtowest. Port authorities envisioned a better aray
submitted a formal request to Congress for a dokahnel from Lake Charles to the gulf, shorternivegtrip to
35 miles. The response was negative at firstfHmitiscussion continued. During this time perimgsiness at
the port expanded so quickly that in one year tineage growth exceeded the War Department’s estifoat
ten-year period. With this prosperity in mind amith the encouragement of Congressman Rene DeRangen
Senator John Overton, Congress finally allocatedtbney for the project when Franklin D. Roosesgjhed
the Omnibus Rivers and Harbors Bill in 1938. WHlmer Shutts at the helm of the engineering fotloe,
channel and jetties were completed by July 12, 19%ith the new channel, the trip to the Gulf whersened
to seven hours, and vessels could travel at arg;, tight or day, and pass in the widened channel.

The newly-dredged channel and the demands of Wigdd|l instigated the second industrial growth $gpair
Lake Charles. More than 10 major industrial congonstructed plants in the Lake Charles ardapsS
waited at the docks to deliver and transport ardeeange of products, and the Port also contraeitbcthe
U.S. War Department to store military cargo for wee.

In the early 1940'’s, the third Shutts son, Hamyn¢d his two older brothers at the engineering fiHarry
assisted with the workload at the office, addressire firm’s oil related work and supervising pigin other
parishes. This afforded Elmer the opportunitydataue his focus on work at the port.

Community visionaries saw the need to developrfrastructure to support industrial growth in tmeaa
Because of their foresight, industrial developntetdling $225 million was operating in Lake Chartgsthe
conclusion of the war, and Lake Charles did noeerenmce the significant economic downturn that mattmer
communities suffered because of the decline ofpmaduction plants.

In the years following the war, EImer Shutts conéid as the engineer who advised the board, designed
facilities, traveled to appeal to the governmentfimds and support, and supervised the bidding and
construction of new structures. The community pddsond issues for improvements in 1953 and 1954.
Beginning in 1956, construction of a wharf and staehed on Contraband Bayou, a large bayou running
through the City and emptying into the CalcasieveRimmediately south of the port property, wasureg
Following these improvements, the port authority s&ed to build an additional wharf and two traskids
from the mouth of Contraband Bayou extending ntotthe third unit of the City Docks, located at thain,
original port property. Shutts was in charge dbathese improvements and remained busy with work
with additional bond funds in 1958 and 1960. OmilAlb, 1960, the Port Authority received word thizé
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United States Board of Engineers had approvediadditdeepening of the Calcasieu Ship Channel tiedD
and widening of the channel to 400 feet. At thmsdime, the Port Board proceeded with plans teroot
Bulk Terminal No. 1, a dry bulk terminal, on thestéank of the channel about two miles south oGy
Docks. The 1960’s also brought the constructiotheflndustrial Canal, a three-mile long canal thadrsects
with the Calcasieu Ship Channel and the Intracbd¢tderway.

All of this growth took place under the watchfulkegnd guidance of Shutts, who took great pridesn h
engineering work at the port, using everyone indfiice to accomplish the necessary tasks. Higltay,
Elizabeth Shutts Woodward provided details for BliHaupt, who wrote, “Port of Lake Charles: A iis for
the Future.” According to Ms. Woodward, “They linmy father as engineer. He used my uncles, a&o.
used everyone they had in the office. My fathes wery particular about who was doing what.” Shutas
directly responsible for the design and supervisibthe construction of much of these early faeiit Under
his guidance, his office produced plans, wrote igations, and received bids for these construcpmjects,
including the aforementioned facilities at the ditgcks, the Industrial Canal, and the Bulk Terminalith its
downtown location, his office on Pujo Street wadl veeated for easy access to port property angepts, as
the port is in close proximity to downtown Lake @ba. In addition to time spent at the office prohg the
necessary construction documents, Shutts also apgple time supervising the construction processiten

Because of his work at the port, EImer Shutts ¢yeafluenced the trade and industry operations and
appearance of early Calcasieu Parish and helpedesits economic future. Through his engineeriagigh
and leadership, he guided the birth of the Pottadde Charles and its continued development urdil hi
retirement in 1967. By that time, the fledglingtplmad developed physically to include numerousegan
cargo facilities along with special facilities tocammodate operations such as pumping coconutooil the
Philippines. There were wharves and transit shetteaoriginal location as well as on outlying bago
Because of the port and abundant resources, thereimexcess of 20 industrial plants operatintdpéndistrict,
with a value totaling one billion dollars. The op®y of the newly built Industrial Canal made theaaripe for
new industrial development. By 1967, the port’aual economic impact on southwest Louisiana was 40e
billion dollars, and it linked the city of Lake Qttes with nearly all major worldwide ports. Itnew the 14
busiest and the argest seaport in the United States. The Partirmaes to touch the lives of many in Lake
Charles and the surrounding communities through,jobmmerce, and investment in the area.

The Noble Building is one of a few surviving builds directly associated with Elmer Shutts. SHuiik a
home for his family on the lakefront across frora gort in 1941; the home was designed by Wilsonri¢ af
Houston, Texas. Although this home still exidt$s not the location where his port work was parfed.
Additionally, Transit Sheds 1, 2, and 3, designg&hutts at the City Docks, are still in use ad familities.
The sheds currently are similar to Shutts’ origesigns, with improvements to or replacement efdbncrete
floors over time. However, the Port of Lake Chsiti@s decided to renovate the sheds themselves to
accommodate modern deep water cargo commerce e Téesvations are scheduled to begin in the nearefu
Lastly, the building at the original address oSRutts & Sons engineering firm on Ryan Street ikeL@harles
no longer exists. The Noble Building is the suimviyresource, with the highest degree of integrigst
directly associated with Shutts’ long and produetareer as the first engineer for the Port of L@karles.
Twelve years of his port-related career were spetite now demolished Ryan Street building. Howgeaéer
relocating his office to the Noble Building on P@treet c. 1937, Shutts spent 30 years planning and
supervising the construction of the Port of Lakeu@#s and the alteration of the adjoining waterwssrsing
the port facilities. For 42 years, Elmer Shutteriwdirectly influenced the development and growfithe Port
of Lake Charles into the large and busy port ibday.

Developmental History/Additional historic context information
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Abstract of Title. 324 Pujo Street, No. 241, 24@Jumes | and Il. Mayo Land Title Co., Inc.
Board of Commission Minutes. Lake Charles Harbmat &erminal District. 1925 — 1949.
Haupt, Shirley. “Port of Lake Charles: A Visiaor the Future.” Port of Lake Charles, 1998.
“Historic Photographs of Southwest Louisiana.” LISdna Digital Library.
<http://louisdl.louislibraries.org/cdm/search/calien/PSL/searchterm/Shutts/field/all/mode/any/dann

nd/cosuppress/ > (17 April 2013).

Kaufman, E.R. “A Port City,” in.ake Charles Centennial Celebration 1867-1967. Lake Charles, LA:
McNeese State College, 1967.

Lake Charles City Directories, 1928-1950.
Lane, Bernard H.The Industrial Development of Lake Charles, Louisiana 1920-1950. Lake Charles: 1959.

“Passage to the Sea: The History of the Port &el@harles.” Lake Charles Harbor and Terminal rizist
2013. <http://portlc.com/about/history/> (25 ARZD13).

The Rice Institute Pamphlet. Volume VI, January 1919, No. 1.

Ross, Nola Mae Wittler. “Frank Shutts and sorexlyebuilders.” Lake Charles American Press 19. B&I89:
37.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Company. Maps, Lake Chaklad 1919,April 1925, April 1925-September 1949.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

__X_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested
______previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register

designated a National Historic Landmark
_____recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
_____recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Primary location of additional data:
X___ State Historic Preservation Office

Other State agency
Federal agency
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National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
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____ Local government
_____University
_____ Other

Name of repository:

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): n/a

10.Geographical Data

Acreage of Property:
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84:
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)
1. Latitude: 30.227585 Longitude: -93.216678
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)
Commencing 150 feet west of the southwest corndreointersection of Bilbo and Pujo Streets, in @ity
of Lake Charles, thence west 50 feet, along théhsside of Pujo Street, thence south 55 1/3 feenhde
east 50 feet, thence north 55 1/3 feet to commeanem
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The nominated property includes the entire parstbhcally associated with the Noble Building.

11.Form Prepared By

namel/title: __Lauren Harrell, Preservation Architect
organization: __Randall D. Broussard — Architect, LLC
street & number: 206 South Huntington St

city or town: __ Sulphur state: LA zip code:___ 70663
e-mail___lauren.harrell@rdnarchitects.com

telephone:_ 337-527-7000

date: June 17, 2013

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
* Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

» Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Key all photographs to this map.
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* Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 3000x2000 at 300 ppi
(pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map. Each photograph must be
numbered and that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log. For
simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph
log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every photograph.

Photo Log

Name of Property: Noble Building

City or Vicinity: Lake Charles

County: Calcasieu State: LA
Photographer: Lauren Harrell

Date Photographed: May 2013

Photo # 1 of 9 (LA_Calcasieu Parish_Noble Buildi®@01)
North facade, camera facing southwest

Photo # 2 of 9 (LA_Calcasieu Parish_Noble Buildid@02)
North fagade, camera facing south

Photo # 3 of 9 (LA_Calcasieu Parish_Noble Building03)
South facade, camera facing north

Photo # 4 of 9 (LA_Calcasieu Parish_Noble Buildid@04)
Interior view from front door, first level, cameiacing southwest

Photo # 5 of 9 (LA_Calcasieu Parish_Noble Building05)
Interior view, Shutts office, first level, cameming southeast

Photo # 6 of 9 (LA_Calcasieu Parish_Noble Buildid@06)
Interior view of mezzanine, camera facing north

Photo # 7 of 9 (LA_Calcasieu Parish_Noble Building07)
Interior view of central corridor, second levelneara facing west

Photo # 8 of 9 (LA_Calcasieu Parish_Noble Buildid@08)
Interior view of typical office, second level, caradacing northwest

Photo # 9 of 9 (LA_Calcasieu Parish_Noble Building09)
Interior view of typical office entrance from caddr, second level, camera facing south

Photo # 10 of 10 (LA_Calcasieu Parish_Noble Buidi®010)
Interior view of staircase from entry vestibulesexond floor corridor, camera facing south
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List of Figures:

1. Elmer Shutts, engineer; Image courtesy of LOUISRitatal Library Historic Photographs of Southwest
Louisiana Collection.

2. Celebrating 24 years of the Port of Lake Charlegspaper article. Image courtesy of LOUISiana Dlgita
Library Historic Photographs of Southwest Louisi&wllection.

3. Photograph from the Port’s opening day. Mr. Shistet the far left. Image courtesy of LOUISiana
Digital Library Historic Photographs of Southwestuisiana Collection.

4. Elmer Shutts while still a student at Rice Univgrsimage courtesy of Rice University Centennial
Celebration, 2012, “Historian’s Blog.”

5. Elmer Shutts and the chairman of Calcasieu RivdrRass Deep Water committee discuss project
details; newspaper article; Image courtesy of LO&HS Digital Library Historic Photographs of
Southwest Louisiana Collection.Noble
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EILMER E.
SHUTTS
Engineer

Figure 1. Elmer Shutts, engineer; Image courtedyQiflISiana Digital Library Historic Photographs of
Southwest Louisiana Collection.
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Image courtesy of LOUISiana Digital Library HistoiPhotographs of Southwest Louisiana Collection.
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Figure 2. Celebrating 24 years of the Port of L&karles newspaper article (arrow points at Shutts).
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Figure 3. Photograph from the Port’s opening day. 3hutts is at the far left. Image courtesy of USidna
Digital Library Historic Photographs of Southwestuisiana Collection.
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Figure 4. Elmer Shutts (left) while still a studamtRice University. Image courtesy of Rice Univgrs
Centennial Celebration, 2012, “Historian’s Blog.”
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LEADERS IN CHANNEL PROJECT CONFER

CONEULTING ENGINEER ELMLE E SHUTIS wod L V. Maurer, chairman of Calessien River and
fase Deep Waler muﬁtn.rhntahnpﬂhﬂm-lﬂﬂﬂurhlmrhhmmhih
gin work sm TR0 408 direct-lo-Tiwll rouie. The naw chamnel that =il briog (3r seihweisrn Louistana port
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Figure 5. ElImer Shutts (left) and the chairman of Calcasieu River and Pass Deep Water committee
discuss project details; newspaper article; Image courtesy of LOUISiana Digital Library Historic
Photographs of Southwest Louisiana Collection.
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Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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