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1. Name of Property 

historic name Hyatt House Hotel 

2. Location 

street & number 4500 West Touhy Avenue D not for publication 

city or town =Li""n..;;..co.;;..l""n..;.;w....;;.o..;;..o..;;;.d ______________________ L_j vicinity 

state IL code IL county -=C-=o=okc:__ ____ code 031 zip code ..::..60:::....:7.....:1=2 __ _ 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 

I hereby certify that this ~nomination _request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards 
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my opinion, the property.£ meets __ does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property 
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 

f1ocal 

Date 

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property _meets_ does not meet the National Register criteria. 

Signature of commenting official Date 

Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

4. National Park Service Certification 

I hereby certify that this property is: 

}(. entered in the National Register _determined eligible for the National Register 

_ determined not eligible for the National Register _ removed from the National Register 

7-31-13 
Date of Action 
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Name of Property 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

private 

public - Local 

public - State 

public - Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

building(s) 

district 

site 

structure 

object 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) 

N/A 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

DOMESTIC/hotel 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

MODERN MOVEMENT/International Style 

(Expires 5/31/2012) 

Cook Co., IL 
County and State 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

4 0 buildings 

0 0 sites 

0 0 structures 

0 0 objects 

4 K Total . 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 

N/A 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

VACANT/Not in Use 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

foundation: Concrete 
~~~~---------------------

walls: Brick and Concrete 

roof: Asphalt 

other: 
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Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing 
resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the 
property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.) 

Summary Paragraph 

The Hyatt House Hotel (renamed "The Purple Hotel" in 2004 by the previous owner) is a hotel complex constructed in three 
phases between 1961 and 1966 situated on a large lot at the intersection of Touhy and Lincoln avenues in the village of 
Lincolnwood, a suburb on the northwest side of Chicago. The complex was designed by the well-known Chicago 
architecture firm Hausner & Macsai. The original five-story hotel building and one-story restaurant building were completed 
in 1961, a three-story addition was completed in 1965, and a seven-story addition was completed in 1966. The hotel is 
designed in the International Style with rectangular footprints, exposed and projecting reinforced concrete framing, masonry 
and glass curtain walls, and flat roofs. The buildings are configured around a courtyard with outdoor pool, which has been 
in-filled. 

The main entrance to the complex is located on the south elevation of the five-story building and opens into the main hotel 
lobby. One-story glass concourses connect the five-story building to the restaurant building at its east end and to the three
story addition at its west end. The restaurant building houses a large restaurant space, cocktail lounge, dining room, and 
coffee shop on the first floor; a monumental terrazzo stair at the southwest corner of the building provides access to the 
banquet hall spaces in the basement. The upper floors of the three multi-story buildings feature a center double-loaded 
corridor plan with hotel rooms opening off of each side. The hotel complex was renovated in 1987 and has been vacant 
since 2007. 

Narrative Description 

Setting and Site 

The hotel is located on a large, roughly trapezoidal lot bounded to the south by Touhy Avenue, to the northeast by Lincoln 
Avenue, and to the west and northwest by adjacent commercial lots. The portions of the lot surrounding the hotel and 
restaurant buildings are filled with asphalt-paved parking lots; the pavement also extends across the non-enclosed first floor 
of the seven-story addition. A courtyard between the three oldest components of the complex once contained the original 
outdoor pool, which has been in-filled. The southwest corner of the courtyard contains an indoor pool built during the 1987 
remodeling and accessed through the five-story building. Vehicular access to the complex is available from Lincoln Avenue 
near the northeast corner of the lot, and from two locations along Touhy Avenue. 

Exterior 

The exteriors of the three multi-story hotel components exhibit key elements of the International Style, with steel and 
concrete structure, large glazed openings and masonry accents. The five-story building features an articulated frame of 
exposed concrete columns and beams that project beyond the curtain wall, while the seven-story addition is set on piers 
that project only slightly from the exterior walls. Large window openings alternate with raised decorative panels made of a 
distinctive purple glazed brick that gives the complex its current name. Masonry walls are detailed with projecting brickwork. 
The three-story addition, which was designed and built on an accelerated time frame to provide additional hotel rooms, is 
similar to the five- and seven-story components of the complex but is simpler in design and materials. 

Five-Story Building (1961) 

The south (front) elevation of the original five-story building is made up of ten bays, separated by prominent reinforced 
concrete beams and columns that project beyond the curtain wall and connect at right angles to each of the upper stories. 
On the ground level, the westernmost bay is open; the remaining bays are enclosed with recessed glazed curtain walls. 
The main entrance to the lobby is east of center on the south elevation. A non-historic projecting canopy, painted purple 
and with signage that reads "Purple Hotel," extends over the driveway in front of the main entrance, which retains the original 
revolving door with single side doors within a glazed vestibule. The upper bays are identical. Each story is separated from 
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the next by white-painted reinforced concrete beams. Each bay contains a central projecting panel of purple glazed brick in 
a running bond pattern, flanked by large windows with a single fixed pane above a narrow hopper. On top of the flat roof is 
a visible mechanical penthouse, centered between the sixth and seventh bays. The penthouse is two bays wide, and one 
story tall, and has a pitched roof. 

The west elevation of the building consists of three bays, with the two outside bays being somewhat wider than the central 
bay. The recessed ground level contains an entrance in the northernmost bay, and the openings in each bay are filled with 
grey-brown brick in a projecting Flemish bond pattern. The upper stories each have one central window, of the same design 
as those on the front elevation. Filling the rest of the wall, to each side of the window, is a long projecting panel of purple 
brick, of the same type seen on the front elevation. 

The north elevation of the building is very similar to the south elevation. At the west end, the building is connected via one
story glazed concourse to the three-story addition and to the covered pool structure built during the 1987 renovation. At the 
east end, a one-story glazed concourse leads to the one-story restaurant building. 

The east elevation is very similar to the west elevation but with a metal and glass structure at the ground level that connects 
to the seven-story addition; the concourse and seven-story addition were both constructed in 1966. A second metal and 
glass entrance is situated at the north end of the ground level under the seven-story addition. 

Three-Story Addition (1965) 

The three-story addition was constructed with more basic materials than the original five-story building and the later seven
story addition and does not feature the same level of architectural detailing. The building is constructed of CMU bearing 
walls and a precast concrete plank floor structure. The building is a simple rectangular structure, thirteen bays long along 
its east and west elevations. Each bay is framed by the exposed white-painted steel and concrete structure. The exterior 
wall consists of stack bond purple brick panels and vertical glazed windows, one-over-two lights. The brick panels and 
windows are arranged so that each bay mirrors its neighbors to the right and left. The short end walls are a lower-quality 
version of the patterned brick on the other three components of the complex, rendered in concrete block and painted white. 

Seven-Story Addition (1966) 

The 1966 seven-story addition is three bays wide by four bays long. The reinforced concrete structure is also exposed and 
painted white. The building sits on piers. The ground level is open except in the western bays, where the building is 
connected to the five-story building, and in the central eastern bay, where an enclosed stair extends down to the ground. 
The upper levels on the north and south elevations are filled with identical bays, each with a central projecting bay of purple 
brick, flanked on either side by a vertically-oriented window consisting of a one-over-one light-the top light a fixed-pane 
and the bottom a hopper. On the east and west elevations, the walls are filled with a single brick panel on each story, flanked 
on each side by a window as seen on the north and south elevations. 

Restaurant Building (1961) 

The exterior of the one-story restaurant building, which historically housed several eating establishments, a bar and a 
lounge, along with large meeting and event spaces in the basement, features an articulated concrete frame that projects 
beyond the curtain walls on all elevations except the east side, forming a covered walkway around the building. The entire 
west elevation and portions of the south and east elevation are completely glazed with large fixed windows. The northern 
end of the east elevation and the entire north elevation are unfenestrated masonry walls, with dark purple-brown brick laid 
in an alternating projecting pattern. The east wall of the restaurant building was at some unspecified date extended out to 
engage the previously articulated arcade of concrete columns. A brick loading dock screen wall extends from the north side 
of the building near the northeast corner, and at the north end of the east elevation is a small brick addition constructed at 
a later, unknown date to house mechanicals. The existing entrance on the west elevation was installed as part of the 1987 
remodeling. A non-historic entrance was also added to the southeast corner of the building in 1987.(date?). 

Interior 
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Five-Story Building (1961, 1987 alterations) 

The interior of the five-story building contains the complex's main lobby and reception spaces, along with meeting spaces 
and offices. The main entrance on the south elevation opens into the main lobby. A large reception desk is located directly 
opposite the entrance on the north wall. A second smaller desk (the bell captain's desk) is situated just east of the main 
entrance in front of an enclosed stair and luggage room. West of the entrance is an elevator enclosure for two passenger 
elevators. The enclosure features a historic metal grille detail on the east side. Beyond the elevators, the space is partitioned 
into several multi-purpose rooms. A narrow arcade extends along the north side of the building, with access to the rooms 
along the south wall. This wall appears to be original to the building but has been covered with soundproofing material 
dating from the 1987 renovation. At the northwest end of the building is the entrance to the one-story concourse that leads 
to the three-story addition. 

East of the reception desk, the one-story concourse to the restaurant building extends north, marking the end of the original 
1961 ground floor. A connection to seven-story addition is located east of the concourse that leads to the restaurant. A wide 
passageway along the north wall leads to a secondary entrance, with a small elevator lobby and enclosed stair to the south 
that serves the seven-story addition. Doors along the south wall of the passageway open onto "back of the house" office 
spaces. 

The upper floors of the five-story building feature a double-loaded corridor plan with hotel rooms opening off of each side. 
The hotel rooms themselves are arranged in a typical layout, with closets and bathrooms located just inboard of the corridor 
and a short hall leading to the room itself. Some corner units are larger with multiple rooms. New carpeting, wall paper, 
bathroom fixtures and finishes were installed as part of the 1987 renovation. Soffits were also installed along both sides of 
the corridors at that time to accommodate central air conditioning systems. 

The basement of the five-story building is utilitarian space that housed mechanicals, storage, and housekeeping. 

Three-Story Addition (1965, 1987 alterations) 

The three-story addition that was completed in 1965 was constructed for the sole purpose of providing additional rooms. 
The building is built on grade with no basement. Circulation between the original five-story building and the addition occurs 
via a one-story glazed concourse. All three floors have the same plan, with a double-loaded corridor running down the 
center of the floor with units opening off of each side. The upper floors are accessed by an enclosed stair at the north end 
of the building. New carpeting, wall paper, bathroom fixtures and finishes were installed as part of the 1987 renovation. 
Soffits were also installed along both sides of the corridors at that time to accommodate central air conditioning systems. 

Seven-Story Addition (1966, 1987 alterations) 

The seven-story addition to the complex, completed in 1966 and set on raised piers above the ground, also houses only 
hotel rooms and service spaces on its upper floors. Access to the upper floors is located within the shared ground floor 
space that connects the addition at its west end to the adjacent five-story building, and at an enclosed stair that terminates 
at the ground level near the east end of the building. The exterior of the stair enclosure at the ground level is grey-brown 
brick in projecting Flemish bond. 

Like the other multi-story components of the complex, the seven-story addition's upper floors consist of single hotel rooms 
accessed by a centered double-loaded corridor. New carpeting, wall paper, bathroom fixtures and finishes were installed 
as part of the 1987 renovation. Soffits were also installed along both sides of the corridors at that time to accommodate 
central air conditioning systems. 

A partial basement under the seven-story addition connects to the basement of the adjacent five-story building and was 
also used for storage and mechanical space. 

Restaurant Building (1961, 1987 alterations) 

The one-story with basement restaurant building houses the complex's restaurant and event spaces, with a large restaurant 
space and several smaller venues on the first floor and several ballrooms and large meeting spaces in the basement. At 
the southwest corner of the first floor is a monumental stair with terrazzo treads and risers. Terrazzo detailing also extends 
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along the walls at the lower level of this stair. The brass balustrade, which was installed as part of the 1987 remodeling, 
was cut and stolen by vandals in 2012. 

At the top of the stair, a foyer leads to the main restaurant space (originally Ray Foley's Restaurant) on the west side of the 
floor. The north end of the floor is given over to a large kitchen and other "back of the house" rooms. A cocktail lounge, 
dining room, and coffee bar are located on the east half of the floor. These rooms retain a majority of their historic volumes. 

lntegritv 

Overall, the complex retains excellent exterior integrity and good interior integrity, with no major non-reversible alterations 
or non-historic additions. It should be noted, however, that the condition of many of these elements is very poor due to 
prolonged water infiltration, exposure to the elements, and repeated vandalism of the complex, which has been vacant since 
2007. 

On the exterior, all of the components of the complex retain their original windows (although most have been damaged) and 
exterior detailing. Although the original outdoor pool has been infilled, the courtyard space remains intact. The 1987 pool 
and enclosure at the southwestern end of the courtyard is additive and its construction did not involve the wholesale removal 
of historic fabric from the five-story and three-story buildings. 

On the interior, all of the components of the complex retain the majority of their historic floor plans, including the volumes of 
the public spaces on the ground floors, circulation patterns (stairs and elevators), and the double-loaded corridor plan on 
the upper floors. The decorative metal grille and elevator surround remain at the center of the building and sections of wood 
paneling and wood paneled doors remain exposed in several locations. A side-by-side comparison of the original 
architectural drawings, the 1987 renovation drawings, and the existing conditions on site shows that the non-historic 
alterations to the interior appear to have been primarily additive and cosmetic. 
The monumental stair in the restaurant building, although missing its railing, retains its terrazzo treads and surround; the 
foyer at the base of the stair retains original wood paneling. The volumes of the restaurant spaces on the building's first 
floor are also primarily intact. The ballroom spaces in the basement of the restaurant building were reconfigured during the 
1987 renovations. 

As a whole, the Hyatt House Hotel retains sufficient architectural integrity to convey its significance as the first hotel 
constructed in the Midwest by the Hyatt Hotel chain and as one of the best expressions of monumental modern architecture 
in the village of Lincolnwood. 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history. 

Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or grave. 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property. 

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance 
within the past 50 years. 

(Expires 5/31/2012) 

Cook Co., IL 
County and State 

7 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service I National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 

Hyatt House Hotel 
Name of Property 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

Architecture 

Community Planning and Development 

Period of Significance 

1961-1971 

Significant Dates 

1961 · 1965 1966 

Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion 8 is marked above.) 

Cultural Affiliation 

Architect/Builder 

Hausner & Macsai, in association with Friedman, 

Alschuler & Sincere 

(Expires 5/31/2012) 

Cook Co., IL 
County and State 
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Period of Significance (justification) 
The period of significance begins in 1961, when the first buildings in the hotel complex were completed, and continues 
through 1971, when the 750-bed Hyatt Regency O'Hare opened in nearby Rosemont. The Hyatt Regency O'Hare, which 
was designed by architect John Portman, was the second of the Hyatt atrium hotels to open in the country and superseded 
the Hyatt House Hotel in Lincolnwood as the company's primary "airport" hotel in the Midwest. 

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) 
The Hyatt House Hotel meets Criterion Consideration G for exceptional importance as one of the best examples of modern 
architectural expression in the village of Lincolnwood, Illinois and as the first Midwest hotel developed by Jay and Donald 
Pritzker's Hyatt Hotels Corporation. 

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and 
applicable criteria.) 

The Hyatt House Hotel in Lincolnwood, Illinois, meets National Register Criterion A local significance for Community 
Planning and Development as the first Midwest hotel built by Jay and Donald Pritzker's Hyatt Hotels Corporation and as 
one of the first high-end corporate hotels to locate in the northwest path of suburban expansion driven in large part by the 
growth and development of Chicago's O'Hare Airport. The hotel's success reflected the increasing decentralization of 
business and industry activity in the post-World War II era, catering to regional business, civic, and professional 
organizations in addition to airport travelers. Situated at the prominent intersection of Touhy and Lincoln avenues in 
Lincolnwood, a northwest Chicago suburb that developed largely after the construction of the Edens Expressway in 1951, 
the Hyatt House Hotel's amenities were also designed to serve the local community. 

The Hyatt House Hotel is also locally significant under National Register Criterion C for Architecture as one of the best 
examples of modern architectural expression in the village of Lincolnwood. The Hyatt House Hotel's bold modern 
architecture conveyed a level of sophistication that set it apart from the roadside motels along Lincoln Avenue that catered 
primarily to automobile tourists; at the same time, the building's unexpected purple brick cladding made it an eye-catching 
sight for passerby. The complex was the Pritzkers' first attempt at using modern architecture to distinguish the Hyatt brand. 
Although Hausner & Macsai's design for the Hyatt House Hotel was perhaps more restrained than the innovative atrium 
design that would become Hyatt's signature during the 1970s, the construction of a monumental modern hotel in 
Lincolnwood was an early indication of the Pritzkers' commitment to high-quality architectural design. 

The period of significance for the Hyatt House Hotel is 1961-1971, beginning at the date of construction of the first two 
buildings in the complex and ending at the date when Hyatt Regency O'Hare was completed in nearby Rosemont, which 
superseded the Hyatt House in Lincolnwood as the company's primary hotel on Chicago's northwest side. 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.) 

The Hyatt House Hotel is locally significant under National Register Criterion A for Community Planning and Development 
as the first Chicago-area hotel built by Jay and Donald Pritzker's Hyatt Hotels Corporation and as one of the first high-end 
corporate hotels to locate in the northwest path of suburban expansion driven in large part by the growth and development 
of Chicago's O'Hare Airport. As architectural historian Daniel Bluestone noted in his evaluation of the Hyatt House Hotel, 
"Both in its location and in its architecture the building represented the innovative ideas that guided the earliest development 
of Hyatt Hotels."1 

The Hyatt Hotel Corporation and the Development of the "Airport Hotel" 

The Hyatt Hotel Corporation was first developed in the late 1950s by the Pritzker family of Chicago, which emerged in the 
last half of the twentieth century as one of the wealthiest and most influential families in the country. The family's patriarch, 
Abram Nicholas Pritzker (1896-1986) was born in Chicago to Ukrainian Jewish immigrants who had come to the city from 

1 "Hyatt Hotel House Lincolnwood," submission for preliminary determination of individual National Register listing, submitted to the 

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency in 2011. 
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Kiev in 1881. Abram and his brother Jack Nicholas Pritzker ( 1904-1979) left their father's law firm in 1936 to invest in real 
estate and small companies. The Pritzkers quickly gained a reputation as savvy dealmakers who specialized in taking over 
troubled businesses and returning them to profitability. The family also became well-known for their philanthropy; Abram 
Pritzker helped establish the Pritzker School of Medicine at the University of Chicago and gave millions of dollars annually 
to other charities.2 

Abram Pritzker's sons-Jay, Robert, and Donald- all continued to expand the family's business empire, but it was Jay 
Pritzker, the eldest of the three brothers, who brought the family into the hotel business. Born in Chicago in 1922, Pritzker 
attended Northwestern University as an undergraduate, served as a Navy pilot during World War II, and received his law 
degree from Northwestern in 1947. After a year at the Department of Justice in Washington, Pritzker returned to Chicago 
and became a partner in his family's law firm, Pritzker & Pritzker. When he was 29, Pritzker began buying small companies, 
following in his father's entrepreneurial footsteps. Emboldened by early success, Pritzker made a snap judgment over a cup 
of coffee at the Los Angeles International Airport in 1957 that would become the basis for his greatest business success. 
While waiting for a flight at a coffee shop called Fat Eddie's, located in a hotel near the airport, Pritzker observed the traffic 
that bustled through not only the coffee shop but through the hotel itself. Pritzker sought out the owner, Hyatt von Dehm, 
and offered to buy the Hyatt Hotel and coffee shop for $2.2 million. According to family lore, he sealed the deal by scribbling 
his offer onto a napkin.3 

Pritzker was taken with the idea that business executives who could afford to fly across the country on a regular basis (at a 
time when air travel was still too expensive for the majority of Americans) would prefer to stay at a high-quality hotel close 
to the airport. "The Hyatt," he would later tell the Chicago Daily News, "was simply the first first-class hotel that I had ever 
seen at an airport. "4 

The idea of "airport" hotels-hotels designed to serve primarily business travelers and convention traffic, with location 
dictated not by proximity to downtown or to major automobile thoroughfares but by proximity to an airport-was gaining in 
popularity across the country by the late 1950s. In 1958, the Port Authority of New York, which operated Idlewild Airport, 
opened a 320-room hotel on ten acres of vacant land located within the airport. The hotel, which was leased to the Knotts 
Hotel Corporation, was so successful that a 200-room addition with a large banquet hall, meeting spaces, and parking was 
built in 1961. Taking the idea of proximity even further, the Dade County Port Authority constructed a 270-room hotel directly 
atop the airport terminal at Miami International Airport in 1960.5 

While the development of such true "airport" hotels was limited by available space and burdened by lengthy legislative and 
bureaucratic process, savvy hotel developers looked to capitalize on the trend by building in suburban communities close 
to major airports. The Hyatt Hotel that Jay Pritzker purchased in 1957 was one of the first (if not the first) of these privately
developed suburban airport hotels, and Pritzker moved quickly to capitalize on the idea by aggressively expanding along 
the west coast. The new company, Hyatt Hotels Corporation, kept the original name and added the marketing tag line 
"World's First Fly-In Hotel." The company constructed the second Hyatt House Hotel in Burlingame, California, a suburb of 
San Francisco, and opened additional locations in Los Angeles and Seattle. By 1959, the company's success prompted 
Pritzker to pursue a location for the first Midwest Hyatt House. 

The Hyatt House Hotel of Lincolnwood and Post-War Suburban Development 

Hyatt's decision to locate the first Midwest Hyatt House Hotel in the suburb of Lincolnwood, north of Chicago, reflected the 
tremendous shift in the region's aviation activity that occurred in the post-war period, from Midway Airport on the city's west 
side to O'Hare International Airport on the city's northwest side. Midway Airport, which opened west of the city in 1927 as 
Chicago Municipal Airport, had held the distinction as the world's busiest airport since 1929. By 1950, fifteen airlines flew 
out of Midway, and in 1952 the airport reached the 5 million passengers mark. 6 In the post-war era, as air travel became an 

2 Encyclopedia Britannica Online, "The Pritzker Family." Accessed July 26, 2012 
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/477277/Pritzker-family 
3 "Jay Pritzker, 1922-1999: Billionaire Philanthropist Built Hyatt Hotel Empire," Chicago Tribune, 24 January 1999. 
4 "Jay Pritzker, Who Built Chain of Hyatt Hotels, is Dead at 76," The New York Times, 25 January 1999. 
5 "N. Y. Expands a Successful Airport Hotel." Chicago Daily Tribune, 21 May 1961, 148. 
"Miami's New Airport Hotel Draws Raves." Chicago Daily Tribune, 1 May 1960, D5. 
6 Chicago Department of Aviation, "History of Midway Airport." http://www.ohare.com/AbouUHistorv/midwayhistorv.aspx Accessed July 

26,2012. 
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increasingly important mode of transportation and an integral component to the military defense of the country, cities actively 
sought to expand their airport facilities. In 1945, Chicago opened a new municipal airport northwest of Chicago, at the 
location of a Douglas aircraft assembly plant that had been constructed in 1942 to produce military planes for the war effort. 
Known initially as Orchard Field, the airport had four runways and served only military uses. In 1949, the site was renamed 
Chicago-O'Hare International Airport to honor naval aviator Lt. Cmdr. Edward H. O'Hare, and in 1955 the airport officially 
opened to commercial air traffic. 7 

Because the airport was located farther from existing suburban development with plenty of room for expansion, O'Hare 
quickly eclipsed Midway as the city's primary airport. A fifth runway was added in 1957, and the airport inaugurated 
international travel in 1958 with the arrival of a TWA non-stop flight from Paris. In 1959, Chicago Mayor Richard J. Daley 
announced a 7,200 acre expansion of O'Hare that added additional terminal and cargo buildings, airplane hangars, parking, 
and various other amenities. By 1962, O'Hare would officially become the "world's busiest airport," with over 10 million 
passengers annually. 8 This momentous expansion in air traffic, coupled with the opening of the Eden's Expressway in 1951, 
led to rapid commercial and residential development in the suburban communities on the northwest side of Chicago, 
including the village of Lincolnwood. 

The village of Lincolnwood, located ten miles northwest of the Chicago Loop, began as a sleepy rural outpost called Tessville 
(named after Johann Tess, one of the area's first residents) in the mid-1800s. The first commercial establishment, the 
Halfway House Saloon, opened in 1873, paving the way for more saloons and taverns during the late 1800s and early 
1900s. During Prohibition, Tessville was known primarily for its speakeasies and gambling establishments, a reputation it 
retained until the election of Mayor Henry A. Proesel. Proesel worked tirelessly through the 1930s to transform Tessville 
into an upstanding community, planting over 10,000 elm trees on the village streets with the Public Works Administration 
and passing a liquor license law that limited the number of licenses allowed within the village. Proesel renamed the village 
Lincolnwood in 1936. The establishment of a school district, women's clubs, and various other community institutions 
attracted new residents to the area, but significant population growth did not occur in Lincolnwood until the opening of the 
Edens Expressway in 1951, which allowed for an easy commute to downtown Chicago by car. Between 1950 and 1970, 
the village grew from 3,072 residents to 12,929.9 Commercial development concentrated along the major thoroughfares of 
North Lincoln Avenue, West Touhy Avenue, and North Cicero Avenue, all of which stretched into surrounding suburbs with 
similar post-war development histories (Skokie, Morton Grove, Niles, Park Ridge) . In Lincolnwood, which had worked hard 
to become a respectable suburban community, these major commercial thoroughfares were populated primarily with offices, 
banks, restaurants, and retail stores that served the community. The Hyatt House Hotel was the first large-scale hotel to be 
constructed in the village. 

The site selected for the Hyatt House Hotel, a large parcel of land prominently located at the intersection of Touhy Avenue 
and Lincoln Avenue (both major commercial thoroughfares), stood within the large swath of suburban residential and 
business expansion that was moving towards O'Hare. Even after the opening of the Northwest Expressway in 1960 
(renamed the John F. Kennedy Expressway in 1963), which connected O'Hare and downtown Chicago, Touhy Avenue 
served as the most direct route between the northern Chicago suburbs and the airport (see attached maps). The site's 
proximity to the Edens Expressway also made the location an easy commute to downtown. Construction began on the 
property in December of 1960, from plans by the Chicago architecture firm Hausner & Macsai. The initial development 
included 160 air-conditioned hotel rooms, four private dining rooms, a cocktail lounge, a coffee shop, banquet areas for up 
to 750 people, an outdoor swimming pool, landscaped terraces, and space for 500 cars. The spacious lot allowed for 
potential expansion, and within five years, the company hurriedly commissioned a three-story addition to handle the 
overwhelming demand for rooms. By 1966, the hotel had expanded again with a seven-story addition. 

In choosing Lincolnwood for the location of the first Chicago Hyatt House Hotel, the Pritzkers sought not only to tap into the 
development of O'Hare but also to provide a high-quality hotel and meeting space that could serve established suburban 
communities on the city's north side. Although a portion of Lincoln Avenue south of Lincolnwood on the far north side of 
Chicago was developing into a "motel row" during the late 1950s and early 1960s, the motels along this strip were more 

7 Chicago Department of Aviation. "History of O'Hare International Airport." http://www.ohare.com/About/Historv/Default.aspx, 

accessed July 25, 2012. 
B Ibid. 
9 "Lincolnwood," Encyclopedia of Chicago online, 
http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistorv.org/tc/xtf/servleVorq.cdlib.xtf.crossQuerv.CrossQuery?text=Lincolnwood&text-join=or, 

accessed September 7, 2012. 
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roadside architecture than high-style hotel, and provided little more than modest, affordable accommodations for travelers 

and tourists. These types of motels were also constructed outside of the city, but the hotel boom that occurred in the 

northwestern suburbs in the 1960s focused on large, extravagant hotels with facilities and amenities that catered to well-to

do air travelers, business men, and local residents. 10 One Highland Park hotel developer told the Chicago Daily Tribune in 

1960, "Tourist business is over-rated ... It only lasts a couple of months. We want the conventioneer and, especially, the 

salesmen, trainees, and executives who travel to and from suburban industrial areas days in, day out, year round." In a 

December 1966 article profiling several new large suburban hotels-including the Hyatt House Hotel in Lincolnwood, the 

Holiday Inn in Highland Park (demolished), the Flying Carpet Motor Inn in Rosemont (demolished}, and the Dorchester Inn 

in Dolton (demolished}, and the O'Hare Inn in Des Plaines (demolished)-the Chicago Tribune noted that these hotels 

attracted business traffic with expansive convention and meeting facilities while catering to local families by offering access 

to good quality restaurants, special event spaces and swimming pools. 11 

The Architecture of the Hyatt House Hotel and the Development of the Hyatt Brand (1961-1969) 

Architecturally, the Hyatt House Hotel is locally significant under National Register Criterion C as one the best examples of 

modern commercial architecture in Lincolnwood and as the first expression of Jay Pritzker's commitment to using modern 

architecture as an integral component in the development the Hyatt Hotel brand. The complex, designed in the International 

Style by noted Chicago architects Robert Hausner and John Macsai, was a radical departure from the designs of Hyatt's 

early west coast developments, which featured steeply sweeping rooflines, angled forms, neon signage and other elements 

that were more typical of roadside commercial architecture in the 1950s and 1960s. 

For his first Chicago project, Pritzker wanted a modern design that was more refined and sophisticated, reflecting the tastes 

of his family and their friends who lived on Chicago's North Shore. At the same time, the company needed a building that 

would capture attention and generate patronage. Pritzker chose the architecture firm of Hausner & Macsai, best known at 

the time for their design of large apartment buildings in Chicago, to design the hotel. John Macsai, born in Budapest, 

Hungary 1926, came to Chicago in 1949 and worked in quick succession with many of the city's most prestigious firms

Holabird & Root, Skidmore, Owings, & Merrill, PACE Associates-as well as famed product designer Raymond Loewy, 

before forming a partnership with Robert Hausner (1918-2008) in 1955. Hausner & Macsai's first major commission was 

1150 Lake Shore Drive, a 24-floor apartment high rise apartment building whose curved fayade creates a dramatic break 

in the street wall along the Gold Coast stretch of Lake Shore Drive. The building, which received an AlA award in 1958, led 

to more commissions for the firm along the Gold Coast through the 1960s.12 

For the Hyatt House Hotel, Macsai created a design that reflected his enthusiasm for the modern movement that was 

transforming American architecture in the post-war period, led by groundbreaking Chicago architects like Skidmore, Owings, 

and Merrill and Mies van der Rohe. The International Style of architecture first emerged in Europe during the tumultuous 

post-World War period of the 1920s and early 1930s; Henry-Russell Hitchcock and Phillip Johnson introduced American 

audiences to the works of Le Corbusier, Walter Gropius, Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, and J. J. P. Oud in 1932, with an 

exhibit at the Museum of Modern Art in New York city titled The International Style: Architecture Since 1922. The exhibit 

was the first attempt to define the common elements of the new modern architecture that was emerging across the world, 

a movement that was united in its commitment to new structural technologies and a complete rejection of architectural styles 

of the past. The proponents of the International Style viewed architecture as volume rather than mass, preferred rhythmic 

compositions of regular units or asymmetrical compositions to the axial symmetry of previous architectural styles, and 

eschewed all arbitrarily applied ornament. To achieve the desired effect of volume, International Style architects relied 

almost exclusively on cubic forms with flat roofs. By utilizing the relatively new technologies of concrete and steel skeleton 

construction, exterior walls were reduced to little more than a thin, smooth skin of glass, concrete, and metal. 13 

The Hyatt House Hotel's structure is clearly expressed with exposed concrete framing that projects from the exterior walls; 

the ground floors are recessed, with glazed openings and darker brick to make the buildings appear suspended above the 

ground. The large plate glass windows and projecting brick panels give a rhythm and depth to the upper stories. The one-

10 Dennis Buchanan, "Boom Economy Spurs On Motel Trade in N.W. Area." Chicago Daily Tribune, 7 August 1960, NW1. 
11 Joy Bairn, "Conventions Move to Suburban Locations," Chicago Tribune, 26 December 1966, F2. 
12 Oral History of John Macsai. Interviewed by Betty J. Blum, The Chicago Architects Oral History Project, 2003. 
13 Henry-Russell Hitchcock and Philip Johnson, The International Style, reprinted. (New York ,1966). William H. Jordy, Impact of 

European modernism in the mid-twentieth century. Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1972. 
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story restaurant building's simple form and transparent glazed walls recall Mies' Crown Hall at liT and the Federal Plaza 
Post Office Building. 

According to interviews with Macsai, the bold purple color of the brick panels on the multi-story hotel buildings in the complex 

was chosen by the Pritzkers, who deemed it a "livelier" choice than the gray brick that Macsai proposed. 14 Although purple 
brick was an unconventional choice for a high-style modern building, it became the hotel's distinguishing characteristic 

among locals and gave the building it's now ubiquitous nickname, "The Purple Hotel." 

Architecturally, the Hyatt House Hotel is unique within the context of Lincolnwood post-World War II architecture. A survey 
of architecturally significant non-residential buildings in Lincolnwood dating from 1935 to 1975 conducted by students of the 
School of the Art Institute's Graduate Program in Historic Preservation identified eighty-eight buildings; of these, the Hyatt 
House Hotel is the largest and most significant example of the International Style. Other large modern post-war commercial 

buildings of note identified by the survey include: 

- The Bank of Lincolnwood at 4433 West Touhy Avenue (1966, Marshall D. Leib and Associates, Co.), a five story 
brick and glass building with projecting vertical brick piers and recessed ribbon windows separated by blond brick 
spandrels. The main mass of the building is set above the ground on piers, and the one-story glazed lobby projects 
at an angle from the base of the building. The building retains good exterior integrity. 

- The former Medical Merchandise Mart Building at 7301 North Lincoln Avenue (circa 1964, Fridstein & Fitch), a one
story L-shaped brick and concrete building with prominent concrete eaves projecting over centered rows of vertical 
window openings, pyramidal skylights, and a metal pan floating staircase leading to the glazed entrance with large 
concrete canopy. The building appears to retain good exterior integrity. 

- 4656 West Touhy Avenue (circa 1965), a one-story masonry office building with black granite cladding and stainless 
steel accents, large vertical metal windows, and a vertical accent wall. The building appears to retain good exterior 
integrity. 

- 6677 North Lincoln Avenue (1964) , a four-story rectangular masonry and glass bank building with vertical brick piers 
between large expanses of glass curtain walls with gold anodized aluminum frames and spandrel glass panels 
between floors. The building appears to retain good exterior integrity. 

For the Hyatt Hotel Corporation, the architectural innovations that Hausner & Macsai incorporated into the Hyatt House 
Hotel in Lincolnwood laid the foundation for a standard of architectural excellence that would define the luxury hotel brand 
through the 1960s and 1970s. Shortly after the completion of the Lincolnwood Hotel, Hausner & Macsai completed plans 
for the Water Tower Inn in Chicago, Hyatt's first major downtown hotel. The building, demolished in 1997, featured a unique 
"honeycomb" concrete structure that further identified Hyatt with innovative design. In 1967, Hyatt introduced its first atrium 
hotel, the Hyatt Regency Atlanta, designed by architect John Portman. The 750-room hotel featured an interior atrium, a 
design innovation that Hyatt quickly took as its signature. The following year, Portman completed plans for an eleven-story 
hotel to be located in Rosemont, adjacent to O'Hare International Airport. The Hyatt Regency O'Hare featured 800 rooms 

opening onto an interior atrium, with a revolving restaurant at the top floor. In a 1968 brochure promoting the new hotel, the 
Hyatt Corporation stated, "In planning a hotel, we keep in mind that today's traveler looks for more than simple shelter. To 
give our guests more, we seek the best thinking from the best architects of this generation ... Everywhere, unsparing attention 
to the fine points, plus bursts of creative pyrotechnics, make a Hyatt Hotel a totally new and totally unique experience."15 

The Hyatt Regency O'Hare opened in 1971 and set a new standard for airport accommodation in Chicago and throughout 
the Midwest. In 1979, Jay Pritzker further cemented his legacy in the architectural world by establishing the Pritzker 

Architecture Prize to recognize living architects whose work has produced "consistent and significant contributions to 
humanity and the built environment."16 

14 "Architect Explains Why Purple Hotel Is Purple." Chicago Sun Times, 15 May 2012. 
15 "Hyatt on the House." Hyatt Hotel Corporation promotional brochure, 1968. 
"Hyatt Officials Announce Plans for Rosemont Hotel." Chicago Tribune, 6 August 1968, C5. 
16 Blair Kamin, "A Prize Indeed: Jay Pritzker Looked Beyond Business to Elevate the Status of Architects." Chicago Tribune, 31 January 

1999. 
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Later History (1970-2012) 

Although the Hyatt Regency O'Hare eclipsed the Hyatt House Hotel in Lincolnwood as the company's signature airport 
hotel, the Hyatt House continued to serve the suburban community until 1992 and is still recognized as a cultural landmark 
in the region. The hotel and adjacent meeting rooms and dining facilities, including the famous Ray Foley's restaurant, were 
the location of choice for countless high school reunions, weddings, bat mitzvahs, and meetings of local and regional 
business and civic associations. Local residents could buy a membership for access to the hotel's swimming pool and 
gardens. The hotel also hosted several celebrities during its heyday in the 1960s and 1970s, including Perry Como, Barry 
Manilow, and Roberta Flack. George Wallace held his Chicago-area press conference at the hotel in 1968 to promote his 
third-party presidential run, and Michael Jordan spent his first night in Chicago at the hotel after being drafted by the Chicago 
Bulls in 1984.17 

Despite major renovations in the 1980s, the hotel declined as suburban hotels faced increasing competition from newer 
large hotels located closer to the airport. In 1992 the complex was sold to the Radisson Hotel company, only to become a 
Ramada Inn in 2004. The complex was closed permanently as a hotel in 2007. 

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate) 
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X preliminary detennination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been 
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--previously detennined eligible by the National Register 
--designated a National Historic landmark 

Primary location of additional data: 

State Historic Preservation Office 
--Other State agency 
--Federal agency 
--local government 
--University 
-x-Other =recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #--,-----

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # ___ _ 
--recorded by Historic American landscape Survey # 

Name of repository: Chicago Public Library; Burnham Library 

Historic Resources Survey Number (if 
assigned): 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property Approximately. 4 acres 
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.) 

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:---:----:---:-
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 

1.Latitude: 42.012086 Longitude: -87.741550 

2.Latitude: Longitude: 

3.Latitude: Longitude: 

4.Latitude: Longitude: 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 
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Zone Easting Northing 
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Zone Easting Northing 
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Zone Easting Northing 
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Zone Easting Northing 
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Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.} 

The boundary of the property encompasses the entire parcel of land that is currently associated with the Hyatt House 
Hotel at 4500 West Touhy Avenue in Lincolnwood, Illinois. 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.} 

The boundary encompasses the entire parcel of land that is currently associated with the Hyatt House Hotel (Purple 
Hotel} at 4500 West Touhy Avenue in Lincolnwood, Illinois. 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Emily Ramsey 

organization MacRostie Historic Advisors LLC date August 6, 2012 

street & number 53 West Jackson Boulevard, Suite 1323 telephone 312-786-1700 ext. 7013 

city or town ...;;;,C""h--=ic~a,.,_go.::...._ _________________ --=s-=-=ta=te.::...._.:..:IL.::...._ _ ___ z_._ip_c.;_;o;_;;d--=e- 6;;_0_6_0....;.4 _ _ _ 

e-mail eramsey@mac-ha.com 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

• Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series} indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all 
photographs to this map. 

• Continuation Sheets 

• Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.) 

Photographs: 

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch} 

or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map. 

Name of Property: Hyatt House Hotel 

City or Vicinity: Lincolnwood 

County: Cook County State: Illinois 

Photographer: Emily Ramsey 
MacRostie Historic Advisors 
53 W. Jackson Blvd. Suite 1323 
Chicago, IL 60604 
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Date Photographed: June 2012 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 

Photo #1: Looking northeast from Touhy Ave. to five-story building 

Photo #2: South elevation of five-story building, looking west 

Photo #3: Connection between five-story and seven-story buildings, looking north 

Photo #4: Swimming pool structure connecting to five story building, looking east 

Photo #5 
South loggia of five-story building, looking west 

Photo #6 

North end of three-story addition, looking west 

Photo #7 

South end of three-story addition, wall detail, looking east 

Photo #8 

(Expires 5/31/2012) 

Cook Co. , IL 
County and State 

East and north elevations of seven-story building, looking southwest, with restaurant building in foreground and five

story building in background 

Photo #9 

Courtyard in center of complex, looking south, through fence 

Photo #10 

Courtyard in center of complex, looking southwest 

Photo #11 

Courtyard in center of complex, looking southwest to swimming pool structure 

Photo #12 

Courtyard in center of complex, looking southeast 

Photo #13 

Connection between five-story building and restaurant, looking northwest 

Photo #14 

Connection between five story building and restaurant, looking northwest 

Photo #15 

Portion of west elevation of restaurant building, looking northeast 

Photo #16 

Entrance to restaurant, looking west, restaurant building visible to the right 

Photo #17 

Entrance to restaurant, looking north 

Photo #18 

Rear of restaurant, northeast corner, looking south 

Photo# 19 

Parking beneath seven-story addition, looking southeast 

Property Owner: 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name Jake Weiss, North Capital Group 

street & number 8170 McCormick Boulevard, Suite 100 

city or town ..::S~k"'-ok:...:.:ic::..e ___ _ ___ __________ _ 

telephone 847-329-7600 

state IL zip code 60076 
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Hyatt House Hotel, Cook County, IL. First floor plan for 3-story building, 1964. 
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Hyatt House Hotel, Cook County, IL. First floor plan for 1966 addition. 
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Hyatt House Hotel, Cook County, IL. Typical floor plan floors 2-7 and first floor plan with 

lobby for 7-story building, 1987. 
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Hyatt House Hotel, Cook County, IL. First floor lobby plan, 1987. 
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Image 04: Detail ofhistoric canopy at main entrance, circa 1962 (Photograph by John Macsai). 
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Image 05: Five-story building, looking across Touhy Avenue, circa 1962 (Photograph by John Macsai). 

Image 06: Five-story building, circa 1962 (Photograph by John Macsai). 



NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) OMB No. 1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 8 Page 5 

------------------------
Name of Property 

..,.....-------------------------------
County and State 

---------------
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

Image 07: Hyatt House Hotel with seven-story addition, circa 1966 (Photograph by John Macsai). 
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Image 08: Detail of south elevation, seven-story addition, circa 1966 (Photograph by John Macsai). 
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Image 09: Postcard of Hyatt House Hotel in Lincolnwood, circa 1962. 
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r SEATTLE HYATT HOUSE '1. . SAN JOSE HYATT HO~ 
Seatu•Tii:oro:o. lnurn:Bnonal Airport ' 1740 North First Street, San Jose, Calif. 

Telex: 032-586 Telex: 3~·6420- Phone: 408-298.0300 
Phone: 206-244-6000 

CONTINENTAL HYATT HOUSE 
SALINAS HYATT HOUSE 

800 North Main- U.S. 101, Salinas, Calif. 
8401 Sunset Blvd .. Hollywood, California Phone: 408-424-8661 

Telex: 6-7286 - Phone: 213·656-4101 

LOS ANGELES HYATT HOUSE DENVER HYATT HOUSE 
los Angeles International Airport I 

1790 Grant Street, Denver, Colorado 

Telex: 65-3424 - TWX: 213-673-0222 Telex: 045·734 - Phone: 303·292,1500 

Phone: 213-672-9141 
WATER TOWER HYATT HOUSE 

CITY OF COMMERCE HYATT HOUSE 800 N. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 
6300 E. Telegraph Road, Los Angeles, California Telex: 25-3659 -TWX: 910-221-5400 

Telex: 674-962 Phone: 312-943-5600 
Phone: 213-722-7200 

LINCOLNWOOD HYATT HOUSE 
BEVERLY RODEO HYATT HOUSE 4500 Touhy Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 

\..._ 

360 N. Rodeo Dr., Beverly Hills, Calllornla Telex: 25-4498 - TWX: 312-677-6150 
TWX: 213-273-4897 - Phone: 213-273-0300 Phone: 312-&n-5400 

BURLINGAME HYATT HOUSE REGENCY HYATT HOUSE 
San Francisco International Airport Peachtree Center, Atlanta, Georgia 

Telex: 34-0417 -TWX: 415-572-8441 Phone: 404-577-1234- Telex: 54-2532 
Phone: 415-342·7741 

RICKEYS HYATT HOUSE 
~ ~ 

4219 El Camino Real, Palo Alto, California DEL MONTE HYATT HOUSE 
Telex: 34-8487 -TWX: 91().373·1737 Monterey, California (Opening Spring 1969) 

Phone: 415·327-8000 _..) 
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1958 Illinois Official Highway Map showing Touhy Avenue as a major thoroughfare between 

A. The Purple Hotel and B. the O'Hare Airport. 

1962 Illinois Official Highway Map showing Touhy Avenue as a major thoroughfare between 

A. The Purple Hotel and B. the O'Hare Airport. 



, Hyatt House Hotel 
4500 W. Touhy Avenue Uncolnwood, Cook County, IL Latitude 42.012086° 
Longitude-87. 741550° 

Google Earth: Directions 
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