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Classification 
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(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.) 

Private 0 Building( s) D 
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Public - State D Site D 
Public- Federal D Structure D 

Object D 
Number of Resources within Property 
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Contributing Noncontributing 

59 19 buildings 

0 0 sites 
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6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 
DOMESTIC: single dwelling, multiple dwelling 

COMMERCE: store, mill 

RELIGION: religious facility 

AGRICULTURE: animal facility, agricultural 
outbuilding 

EDUCATION: school 

SOCIAL: meeting hall 

INDUSTRY: cotton gin, communications facility 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

LATE VICTORIAN: Queen Anne 

Current Functions 

Shelby County, Tennessee 
County and State 

(Enter categories from instructions) 
DOMESTIC: single dwelling, multiple dwelling 

COMMERCE: office building, store 

RELIGION: religious facility 

AGRICULTURE: animal facility, agricultural outbuilding 

EDUCATION: school 

SOCIAL: meeting hall 

INDUSTRY: communications facility 

LATE 19 1 
F1 AND 20111 CENTURY REVIVALS: Late Gothic Revival 

LATE 191A AND EARLY 20 1 
A CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Bungalow/Craftsman 

OTHER: Minimal Traditional; Agriculture Related; Commercial Form 

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
Principal exterior materials of the property: 

Narrative Description 

BRICK; CONCRETE; STONE; WOOD: weatherboard; 
ASBESTOS· METAL; SYNTHETICS: vinyl 

Rosemark, Tennessee, population 2,315 in 2010, is located in northeastern section of Shelby County, near 
the Tipton County line. The community is centered on the intersection of Rosemark Road and Kerrville
Rosemark Road. The Austin-Peay Highway, located at the edge of the historic district, is a major highway 
for the community. Although once a thriving agricultural crossroads, the community today largely functions 
as a bedroom community for Memphis. 

The historic district is made up of forty-one parcels, thirty-five containing resources. Thirty of those thirty
five have contributing primary resources. There are twenty-four houses, two churches, two industrial 
structures, and eight community buildings (stores, schools, bank, masonic lodge, and utility) in the district. 
The majority of the buildings in the district were built before 1920. Rosemark experienced its greatest 
growth before 1920 and that is reflected in the fact that fourteen houses, one community building and one 
church date to the period before 1920. Five houses and six community buildings (church, school, lodge, 
co~mercial, utility, and industrial) date from the period 1940-1960, reflecting a second phase of building 
activity in the community. Of the ninety-five total resources, seventy-two are contributing: fifty-nine 
contributing buildings, twelve contributing structures, and one contributing object. 
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Of the domestic architecture, the bungalow is the most dominant form of architecture in the historic district. 
Other domestic architectural styles include Queen Anne, side-gable cottages, Minimal Traditional cottages, 
and an English Cottage Revival dwelling. The average parcel size is 2.6672 acres. 

The rural nature of the historic district is still apparent. Several houses retain barns as outbuildings. At least 
two dwellings retain a farm office as one of the outbuildings. The Moore Brothers Gin and the Moore 
Brothers Warehouse are extant on the landscape and stand as reminders of the agribusinesses that dominated 
the landscape. Several barns remain extant in the district, including one of the few remaining cotton barns in 
Shelby County, located at 8683 Rosemark Road. 

Kerrville-Rosemark Road 

1. 8501 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (c. 1927) 

8501 Kerrville-Rosemark Road is a 2.00-acre parcel with a primary contributing dwelling and three 
contributing outbuildings. The dwelling is a two-story building with a concrete block foundation, an exterior 
of weatherboard, a side-gable composite-shingle roof with two projecting front gables and two exterior end 
brick chimneys. The dwelling faces north and has a symmetrical three bay fa9ade - a central entrance bay 
and flanking window bays. The central entrance bay consists of a single-leaf wood panel door shielded by a 
metal-and-glass storm door. A central gabled portico covers the entrance and is supported by two square 
wood columns. Concrete steps lead up to the concrete floor ofthe portico. The flanking window bays each 
have one-over-one, double-hung metal sash windows in the first and second floors . The first floor windows 
are slightly larger. Fixed shutters flank all windows. (contributing building) 

Well House. At the rear of the dwelling is a well house with a composite-shingle side-gable roof, 
exposed rafter tails, weatherboard siding, and a single-light, three-panel wood door, c. 1930. 
(contributing structure) 

Garage. Just southwest of the dwelling is a c. 1930 detached two-car garage with a composite
shingle shed roof, vinyl siding, a five-panel wood door, and two metal garage doors. The siding and 
garage doors date to c. 1990. A small shed-roof carport supported by simple square wood posts has 
been added to the west side of the garage. (contributing building) 

Barn. A c. 1930 bam with vertical board walls and a raised-seam metal gable roof is located south of 
the home and is set back from the main domestic complex. It has a central double-door vertical board 
entrance on both the east and west elevations. A small hay opening is located just above the doors on 
the west elevation. (contributing building) 

2. 8502 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (c. 1912) 

8502 Kerrville-Rosemark Road is a 2.45-acre parcel with a primary contributing dwelling and three 
contributing structures. The dwelling is a one-story bungalow with minimal Colonial Revival influences. It 
features a continuous brick foundation, narrow weatherboard siding, a composite-shingle hipped roof with 
exposed rafter tails, and two interior brick chimneys. The dwelling faces south and contains three 
symmetrical bays-a central entrance bay and flanking window bays. A clipped-gable portico with a concrete 
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floor and two square wood posts is centered on the fa9ade. The house is currently undergoing renovation. 
At present, the door is a replacement fifteen-light wood door and the flanking windows are paired 
replacement single-light casement windows. Although some elements have been replaced, the house retains 
its historic form and character as a vernacular farmhouse. (contributing building) 

Well House. Located directly behind the house is a concrete block well house with a metal shed roof 
and a vertical board door, c. 1912. (contributing structure). 

Storage Shed. Attached to the well house is a metal storage shed with a composite shingle gable roof 
and a vertical board door, c. 1940. (contributing structure). 

Privy. Set within the tree line behind the house is a c. 1915 privy with vertical board walls, a vertical 
board door, and a raised-seam metal roof. (contributing building) 

3. 8536 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (c. 1915) 

8536 Kerrville-Rosemark Road is a 3.51-acre parcel with a primary contributing dwelling, three contributing 
structures, and two non-contributing structures. The dwelling is a one-and-one-half story bungalow with a 
continuous concrete block foundation, an exterior clad with synthetic siding, and a clipped-gable composite
shingle roof with flared eaves. A recessed three-quarter porch on the south fa9ade wraps around to the east 
elevation. It has a concrete floor and is supported by six round wood columns. The westernmost bay of the 
fa9ade contains a three-over-one, double-hung wood sash window flanked by non-functioning shutters. East 
of that bay and within the recessed porch is a single-leaf entrance door shielded by a metal storm door. Just 
east of that door on the porch fa9ade is a pair of one-over-one, double-hung wood sash windows flanked by 
non-functioning shutters. Set back within the "ell" of the porch is a second single-leaf door shielded by a 
metal storm door. A shed-roof dormer with a set of three single-light windows is centered on the facade. A 
metal carport is attached to the east side ofthe house and dates to c. 1950 (contributing building) 

Garage. Just northeast of the dwelling is a detached aluminum garage with a front-gable composite
shingle roof, c. 1987. (non-contributing building, due to date of construction) 

Storage Shed. A concrete block storage shed sits directly behind the house. It has a front-gable 
composite-shingle roof with exposed rafter tails, c. 1915. (contributing building) 

Equipment shed. Located northwest of the dwelling is an open shed with a raised-seam metal shed 
roof supported by wood posts. The shed roof has exposed wood rafters, c. 1920. (contributing 
building) 

Storage Building. West of the dwelling and set apart from the main domestic complex is a storage 
building with a side gable roof, aluminum siding, a projecting gabled entry, and double metal doors 
flanked by six-over-six double-hung sash windows, c. 2005. (non-contributing building, due to date 
of construction) 
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8554 Kerrville-Rosemark Road is a 0.9-acre parcel with one non-contributing primary dwelling and one non
contributing outbuilding. The south-facing dwelling is a one-story bungalow with a continuous concrete 
block foundation, an exterior clad in synthetic siding, and a composite shingle gable roof. The original front 
porch was enclosed in the late 20th century and now forms the fa9ade of the dwelling. The entrance is 
toward the western end of the fa9ade and is a single-leaf door shielded by a metal storm door. A concrete 
stoop leads up to the door. Windows flank the door: a pair of one-over-one, double-hung metal sash 
windows on the west and a single one-over-one, double-hung metal sash window on the east. Toward the 
eastern end of the fa9ade is a pair of larger one-over-one, double-hung metal sash windows. The windows 
and doors date to the enclosure of the porch in the late 20th century. A metal stovepipe extrudes from the 
roof. A metal carport was attached to the west side of the home c. 1980. The dwelling retains much of its 
historic form, but the replacement materials and enclosure of the front porch detract from the historic 
character of the home. (non-contributing building due to alterations) 

Garage. A c. 1980 two-car garage is located to the northeast of the dwelling. (non-contributing 
building, due to date of construction) 

SA. 8562 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (c. 1912) 

8562 Kerrville-Rosemark Road is a 0.73-acre parcel with one contributing primary dwelling and one 
contributing outbuilding. The home faces south and is a one-story prow house with a continuous concrete 
block foundation, asbestos shingle cladding, and a cross-gable composite shingle roof. A full-front porch 
wraps halfway around the east and west elevation. The porch has a concrete floor and is accessed via a set of 
central concrete steps with metal handrails. The porch has a hipped roof and is supported on wrought iron 
posts (c. 1950). The fa9ade consists of five symmetrical bays: three on the center projecting portion and one 
setback bay on either side. The central bay contains a single-leaf entrance door shielded by a wrought iron 
storm door. Each of the other four bays contains a single three-over-one, double-hung wood sash window. 
(contributing building) 

Well House. Northwest of the dwelling is a brick well house with a front-gable asphalt roof and 
unknown foundation, c. 1912. (contributing structure) 

SB. Kerrville-Rosemark Road 

This 0.73-acre parcel is agricultural land associated with 8562 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (SA). No extant 
structures are present. 

6. 8583 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (c. 1947) 

8583 Kerrville-Rosemark Road is a 1.00-acre parcel with one contributing primary dwelling. The north
facing dwelling is a one-and-one-half story Minimal Traditional style house with a continuous concrete 
block foundation, vinyl siding, and a side gable raised-seam metal roof. The north fa9ade consists of three 
asymmetrical bays - an off-center entrance bay flanked by window bays. A gabled portico with a concrete 
floor and wrought iron posts covers the entrance. The single-leaf, wood-panel door is shielded by a wrought 
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iron storm door. The eastern window bay contains a pair of one-over-one, double-hung wood sash windows 
with metal storm windows. The western bay contains a single identical window. A c. 1990 two-car garage 
with vinyl siding and a raised-seam metal roof is attached to the rear of the dwelling. It is setback from the 
original structure and does not detract from the historic character. (contributing building) 

7A. 8591 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (c. 1912) 

8591 Kerrville-Rosemark Road is a 1.04-acre parcel with one contributing primary dwelling, five 
contributing structures, two contributing objects, and two non-contributing structures. It is associated with a 
larger agricultural lot to the rear that expands toward the east and west. The home is a one-story dwelling 
with a stone pier foundation and concrete block infill, weatherboard siding and a side gable composite 
shingle roof. The dwelling faces north and has a full-front hipped-roof porch. The porch has a concrete 
floor and was screened c. 1940. A set of concrete block steps with metal handrails leads up to the screen 
door of the porch. Within the porch is the asymmetrical three-bay fayade - a central entrance bay and 
flanking window bays. The entrance bay has a wood-panel door with a metal-and-glass storm door. The 
flanking window bays each have a pair of six-over-six, double-hung wood sash windows. (contributing 
building) 

Well House. Behind the house sits a brick well house with a side gable composite shingle roof and a 
plain wood door, c. 1970. (non-contributing structure due to date of construction) 

Garage. Also behind the house is a c. 1920 garage with a front gable raised-seam metal roof and 
exposed rafter tails. The walls are covered with raised-seam metal panels. A pair of large metal 
garage entrance doors is located in the gable end. (contributing building) 

Fuel Tank. A c. 1920 metal fuel tank historically associated with the property is also behind the 
house. (contributing structure) 

Fuel Tank. A second c. 1920 metal fuel tank is partially buried behind the house. (contributing 
structure) 

Privy. A c. 1930 privy with a raised-seam metal shed roof and vertical board siding is located behind 
the house in the treeline. (contributing building) 

Storage Shed. A c. 1920 storage shed with a raised-seam metal shed roof, exposed rafter tails, a 
mixture of wood and aluminum siding, and a vertical board door is located toward the rear of the 
property. (contributing building) 

Chicken Coop. Within the tree line behind the house is a collapsed wood chicken coop (non
contributing building, due to condition) 

Stock Barn. A c. 1940 stock bam with a raised-seam metal gable roof and board-and-batten siding is 
located within the trees behind the house. (contributing building) 
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Slaughterhouse. Also within the trees behind the house is a c. 1940 slaughterhouse with a metal 
gable roof, exposed rafter tails, and metal siding. (contributing building) 

7B. Kerrville-Rosemark Road 

This is a 13.13-acre agricultural parcel associated with 8591 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (7 A). No extant 
structures are present. 

8A. 8582 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (1918, 1954) 
First Presbyterian Church 

8582 Kerrville-Rosemark Road is a 1.46-acre parcel with a contributing church building, one contributing 
structure, and one non-contributing structure. The First Presbyterian Church building is a one-story brick 
Gothic Revival church with a triple-gable raised-seam metal roof, a continuous concrete block foundation 
and an interior brick chimney. The building was originally constructed in 1918 with two separate single-leaf 
doors flanking a center window; however, the building's fa9ade was reconfigured to its current double-leaf 
entrance flanked window bays in 1954. 1 The south fa9ade consists of three bays which consist of a large 
gabled central entrance bay flanked by gabled window bays. A one-story flat-roof porch is centered on the 
fa9ade. It is supported by round wood posts and is accessed via a set of brick steps. The double-door 
entrance consists of three-panel wood doors with five-light sidelights, a five-light transom, and single-light 
comer lights. Above the porch on the central bay is a Gothic arched stained glass window. In the attic level 
of the central bay is a stained glass rose window set within a rectangular surround. Flanking the central bay 
of the fa9ade are slightly setback window bays. Each window bay contains a pair of multi-light stained 
glass, double-hung wood sash windows topped with a Gothic arched stained-glass window. A barrier-free 
ramp is located along the east elevation and obscures the cornerstone, which is inscribed "First Presbyterian 
Church 1918." (contributing building) 

Sign. In front of the building is a wrought iron sign reading "Rosemark First Presbyterian Church 
US," c. 1950. (contributing object) 

Play Structure. A wood play structure is located behind the building, c. 2010. (non-contributing 
structure, due to date of construction) 

8B. 8602 Kerrville-Rosemark Road 

8602 Kerrville-Rosemark Road is a 0.72-acre vacant lot associated with First Presbyterian Church, 8582 
Kerrville-Rosemark Road (8A). 

8C. Kerrville-Rosemark Road 

This is a 0.723-acre vacant lot associated with First Presbyterian Church, 8582 Kerrville-Rosemark Road 
(8a) 

1 Jon P. McCalla, ed., An Illustrated History of the People And Towns of Northeast Shelby County and South Central 
Tipton County (Millington, Tennessee: Historic Archives ofRosemark and Environs, 2010), 368-372. 
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8605 Kerrville-Rosemark Road is a 1.659-acre parcel with one contributing primary dwelling. The dwelling 
is a one-story bungalow with a concrete block foundation, weatherboard cladding, a front gable composite 
shingle roof with exposed rafter tails and an exterior brick chimney. On the north fayade is a full-front porch 
with a concrete floor, a hipped roof, exposed rafter tails and a small central projecting gable. Square wood 
columns support the porch which is accessed via a set of concrete steps with a wood handrail. Within the 
porch is the three-bay fayade- a central entrance bay and flanking window bays. The central wood-panel 
door is shielded by a wrought iron storm door. The eastern window bay contains a single, three-over-one, 
double-hung wood sash window; the western window bay contains a pair of identical windows. A small c. 
1950 addition extends from the west elevation ofthe home. It has a concrete block foundation, weatherboard 
cladding, a side gable composite shingle roof with exposed rafter tails, and a multi-light, wood, fixed 
windows. A second late-201

h century addition is attached to the southeast comer of the house. It has a 
concrete block foundation, weatherboard cladding, and a front gable composite shingle roof. The addition is 
setback and clearly distinguished from the main house. (contributing building) 

10. 8620 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (c. 1912) 

8620 Kerrville-Rosemark Road is a 0.723-acre parcel with one contributing primary dwelling and one non
contributing outbuilding. The dwelling is a one-story bungalow with a stone pier and concrete block infill 
foundation, an exterior of synthetic siding, and a hipped-with-cross-gable composite shingle roof. The south 
fayade contains two bays of paired one-over-one, double-hung wood sash windows. Decorative scalloped 
trim in the shape of non-functioning blinds surrounds the windows on the south fayade. The entrance to the 
home is located on the east elevation facing the driveway. Covering the single-leaf entrance is a stoop porch 
with a gable roof supported by curved wooden brackets. Attached to the rear of the dwelling is a small 
addition (date unknown) with a rear shed-roof porch. (contributing building) 

Garage. Just northeast of the dwelling is a c. 1980 detached garage with vertical board siding and a 
composite shingle gable roof. On the north end of the garage are two metal overhead doors. (non
contributing building, due to date of construction) 

11. 8627 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (c. 1957) 

8627 Kerrville-Rosemark Road is a 1.01-acre parcel with one primary contributing dwelling and two non
contributing outbuildings. The dwelling is a one-story ranch dwelling with a brick foundation, walls 
primarily covered in brick, and a composite shingle multi-hipped roof. The north fayade is divided into three 
sections. The easternmost section contains two window bays, each with paired two-over-two double-hung, 
wood sash windows with fixed wood shutters. The central section is slightly set back and consists of three 
bays: the easternmost bay is an eight-light, one-panel wood door sheltered by a small shed-roof stoop porch 
with wrought iron posts and a poured concrete floor; the central bay contains a two-over-two, double-hung 
wood sash window with fixed shutters; the western bay contains a smaller two-over-two, double-hung wood 
sash window with fixed shutters. Vertical board siding covers the walls in the upper half of this section. The 
westernmost garage section of the dwelling is covered in vertical board siding and is setback from the central 
section. In the eastern end of this section are paired two-over-two, double-hung wood sash windows. The 
western half of this section includes the larger overhead garage door. (contributing building) 
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Storage shed. A small c. 1967 storage shed is located behind the house. (non-contributing building, 
due to date of construction) 

Storage shed. A second small c. 1967 storage shed IS also located behind the house. (non
contributing building, due to date of construction) 

12. 8621 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (c. 2000) 

8621 Kerrville-Rosemark Road is a 2.032-acre parcel with one non-contributing primary dwelling. The 
house is a c. 2000 two-story Neo-Traditional brick home with a multi-gable roof and multi-light windows. It 
is set back from the road in a manner inconsistent with the historic character of the district. (non-contributing 
building, due to date of construction) 

13A. 8659 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (c. 1956) 

8659 Kerrville-Rosemark Road is a 0.447-acre parcel with one contributing primary dwelling and two 
contributing structures. The dwelling is a one-story Ranch style home with a brick foundation, walls covered 
with brick and board-and-batten siding, a composite shingle side gable roof, and an interior brick chimney. 
The north elevation has an asymmetrical four bay faryade -three bays of windows and one bay is a door. The 
easternmost bay has paired two-over-two, double-hung wood sash windows with metal storm windows. West 
of that bay is the entrance bay with a three-panel wood door shielded by a metal-and-glass storm door. 
Board-and-batten siding is located in the upper two-thirds of this bay. West of the entrance bay is a window 
bay with a set of nine fixed windows arranged in a 3x3 pattern. The westernmost bay has a single two-over
two, double-hung wood sash window shielded by a metal storm window. (contributing building) 

Garage. A 193 8 detached single-car garage with an attic apartment is located southwest of the 
dwelling. It has a composite shingle pyramid roof, exposed rafter tails, weatherboard siding, a wood
panel door shielded by a wood frame screened door, and a concrete block foundation. The interior 
has beaded-board walls. (contributing building) 

Well House. A 1938 well house sits directly behind the house and has a composite shingle pyramid 
roof, a wood door, and concrete block walls. (contributing structure) 

13B. Kerrville-Rosemark Road 

This is a 0.88-acre vacant parcel associated with 8659 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (13A). No extant resources 
are present. 

14. 8685 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (c. 1917) 

8685 Kerrville-Rosemark Road is a 1.35-acre parcel with one contributing primary dwelling and one 
contributing secondary dwelling. The north-facing main dwelling is a one-and-one-half-story Craftsman 
style bungalow with a continuous stone foundation, an exterior of weatherboard, a side gable composite 
shingle roof with wood carved brackets, and an exterior end brick chimney. The weatherboards are 
horizontal with narrow weatherboards on the top portion of each elevation and wider weatherboards in the 
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bottom portion. A white wood sill course runs along each elevation just below the window line and divides 
the two types of weatherboards. A full-front porch wraps from the north fa9ade around the east elevation. 
The rear half of the east elevation porch is screened. A stone balustrade runs along the porch, and square 
wood posts are set atop the balustrade to support the roof. The porch retains its original wood floor. 
Concrete steps at the western end of the fa9ade lead up to the porch. Four asymmetrical bays are set within 
the porch on the fa9ade. Three of the bays are in the western half of the fa9ade: a central entrance bay with a 
twelve-light, one-panel wood door flanked by single six-over-six, double-hung wood sash windows. On the 
eastern end of the porch fa9ade is a pair of six-over-six, double-hung wood sash windows. Centered above 
the fa9ade is a wide shed-roof dormer with three sets of triple six-light wood casement windows. The 
exterior retains the majority of its original materials. The interior is also remarkably intact. The home still 
retains its original hardware on doors and windows and original china bathroom fixtures. (contributing 
building) 

Servant dwelling. A c. 1918 domestic servant dwelling is located to the rear of the house. It sits on a 
pier foundation and has a gable-on-hip composite shingle roof. The walls are clad in weatherboard 
similar to the main house: wider weatherboards in the lower portion and narrow weatherboards in the 
upper portion, divided by a wood sill course. It has a wooden carport addition with lattice sides and a 
metal roof (c. 1960). (contributing building) 

15. 8727 Kerrville-Rosemark Road 

8727 Kerrville-Rosemark Road is a 0.665-acre vacant lot at the comer of Kerrville-Rosemark Road and 
Rosemark Road. No extant resources are present. 

16. 8741 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (c. 1960) 
Millington Telephone Company building 

8741 Kerrville-Rosemark Road is a 0.12-acre parcel with one contributing building and one contributing 
structure. The Millington Telephone Company building is a one-story brick utility building with a flat 
asphalt roof. The north facade has two bays, both containing single-leaf metal doors. Each door has a 
concrete stoop. The words "Millington Telephone Company" are attached to the fa9ade. (contributing 
building) 

Signal Tower. A metal telephone signal tower is located on the roof of the building, c. 1960 
(contributing structure) 

17. 8760 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (c. 1934) 

8760 Kerrville-Rosemark Road is a 1.2-acre parcel with one contributing primary dwelling and two 
contributing structures. The dwelling is a one-story bungalow with a concrete block foundation, 
weatherboard cladding, a composite shingle front gable roof, exposed rafter tails, and an interior brick 
chimney. The south fa9ade has three asymmetrical bays- an off-center entrance bay flanked by window 
bays. The entrance bay contains a fifteen-light wood door. The two window bays each have a three-over
one, double-hung wood sash window with decorative wood shutters. A half porch shelters the eastern half of 
the fa9ade. Square wood posts on brick piers support the gable roof of the porch. The porch has exposed 
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rafter tails and the gable field is clad in weatherboard. The porch floor is poured concrete. (contributing 
building) 

Garage. A c. 1934 detached single-car garage with a second story storage space is located behind the 
house. It has a composite shingle front gable roof with weatherboard siding and a small door for 
access to the storage area. (contributing building) 

Well house. A c. 1950 well house sits behind the house and has a composite shingle shed roof, 
weatherboard siding, a wood door, and a concrete foundation. (contributing structure) 

Rosemark Road 

18. 8519 Rosemark Road (c. 1912) 

8519 Rosemark Road is a 1.981-acre parcel with one contributing primary dwelling, two contributing 
structures, and two non-contributing structures. The dwelling is a one-and-one-half story Folk Victorian 
house with a brick pier foundation with brick infill, weatherboard cladding, a pyramidal with cross gable 
composite shingle roof, and two interior brick chimneys. A shed-roof porch wraps around the wings and 
central portion of the dwelling. The southern end of the porch has been screened. The porch roof is 
supported on round tapered wood posts. It has a wood balustrade with simple wood balusters and an original 
wood floor. The porch is accessed via a set of off-center brick steps with a wood balustrade and square 
balusters. The fac;ade is divided into three sections: a northern projecting gable section, a central entrance 
section, and a southern setback wing. The north section has a central one-over-one, double-hung wood 
window with fixed wood shutters. The central entrance section contains a single-light wood door with a 
single-light transom. The south wing of the dwelling includes the screened portion of the front porch. A 
screen door on the northern end of this section leads onto the screened porch. A one-over-one, double-hung 
wood sash window and a single-light wood door are located within the porch. (contributing building) 

Well House. A c. 1912 well house sits behind the house and has a composite shingle gable roof, 
concrete block walls, and a wood door. (contributing structure) 

Garage. To the northwest of the house is a c. 1940 one-car garage with a concrete foundation, 
weatherboard cladding, and a composite shingle gable roof. (contributing building) 

Storage shed. A c. 1975 storage shed is located behind the house. It has a composite shingle 
gambrel roof with vertical board siding and double doors. (non-contributing building, due to date of 
construction) 

Storage shed. A second c. 1975 storage shed is located behind the house. It has a composite shingle 
gambrel roof with vertical board siding and double doors. (non-contributing building, due to date of 
construction) 
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8531 Rosemark Road is a 12.82-acre parcel with one contributing primary dwelling, one contributing 
secondary dwelling, one contributing farm office building, three contributing structures, and one non
contributing structure. The buildings are clustered within the domestic complex toward the eastern end of 
the property, and agricultural land extends toward the west. The primary dwelling is a one-and-one-half 
story English Cottage Revival dwelling with a concrete block foundation, an exterior of brick, a composite 
shingle cross gable roof, and an exterior end brick chimney. The east fa~ade has an asymmetrical three-bay 
design - a central entrance bay and flanking window bays. A half porch covers the southern two bays of the 
fa~ade. The porch has a flared gable roof, an arched opening on its northern end, a wider arched opening in 
its southern half, a brick balustrade, and a poured concrete floor. Brick steps with a metal handrail lead up to 
the northern arched opening of the porch. In the upper gable of the porch is a pair of one-light wood 
casement windows. Within the porch, the southern bay contains a pair of three-over-one, double-hung wood 
sash windows. The central bay contains an arched doorway with a wood door shielded by a decorative wood 
screen door. The northernmost bay, outside of the porch, contains a set of three one-over-one, double-hung 
wood sash windows shielded by metal storm windows. A gable projects over this window bay and contains 
a six-light wood casement window. (contributing building) 

Servant's Quarters, A c. 1930 servant's dwelling is located toward the rear of the main house. It is 
a single story dwelling with a gable roof, exposed rafter tails, weatherboard siding, and stone pier 
foundation. It has an asymmetrical two bay fa~ade- a door opening and a one-over-one, double-hung 
wood sash window. The porch has a raised-seam metal shed roof supported by rustic wood posts. It is 
currently being used for storage. (contributing building) 

Well house. A c. 1930 well house is located behind the main house and has a gable roof with 
exposed rafter tails, smooth walls, and a wood door. (contributing structure) 

Storage shed. A c. 1930 storage shed sits behind the main house and has a raised-seam metal shed 
roof with exposed rafter tails, metal walls, and two entrances, one with a wood door. (contributing 
building) 

Farm office. Also behind the house is a c. 1930 farm office with a gable roof, board-and-batten 
siding, and a shed roof extending over the entrance. (contributing building) 

Storage shed. A c. 1930 storage shed with vertical board siding, a shed roof, exposed rafter tails, 
and two entrances is located behind the house. (contributing building) 

Storage shed. A c. 1970 storage shed with metal siding, a flat roof, and a single metal-and-glass 
entrance also sits behind the house. (non-contributing building, due to date of construction) 

20. 8547 Rosemark Road (c. 1901) 

8547 Rosemark Road is a 2.9555-acre parcel with one contributing primary dwelling and three contributing 
structures. The dwelling is a one-story Folk Victorian house with weatherboard siding, a pyramidal with 
cross gable roof, and two interior brick chimneys. The east fa~ade has four bays - one bay in the southern 
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projecting gable, two bays in the central portion, and one bay in the set back northern wing. A full-front 
porch wraps around each of the wings and the central portion of the fa9ade. The shed-roof porch has square 
wood columns, decorative wood brackets, and a wood floor. The southern projecting gable contains a single 
one-over-one, double-hung wood sash window. The central section of the fa9ade has a replacement wood 
door with an original one-light transom in its southern end and a single one-over-one, double-hung wood 
sash window in its northern end. The northern window is in an angled section of the fa9ade wall. The 
setback northern wing has a single one-over-one, double-hung wood sash window. All windows have fixed 
wood shutters. (contributing building) 

Milking barn. A c. 1940 milking bam is located on the property and has a raised-seam metal roof 
and metal walls. (contributing building) 

Garage. A c. 1940 detached single-car garage with a composite shingle gable roof, weatherboard 
siding, and a double wood door entrance is located behind the house. (contributing building) 

Smoke house. A c. 1940 smokehouse is located on the property and has a composite shingle shed 
roof with exposed rafter tails and board-and-batten siding with plywood and metal patches. 
(contributing building) 

21. 8569 Rosemark Road (c. 1946) 

8569 Rosemark Road is a 0.613-acre parcel with one contributing primary dwelling, one contributing 
structure, and one non-contributing structure. The dwelling is a one-story L-shaped cottage with a concrete 
block foundation, wide board cladding, and a composite shingle cross gable roof. The southern projecting 
gable has a central exterior end brick chimney flanked by two-over-one, double-hung wood sash windows. 
A brick water table is located on this projecting gable. The setback side gable northern wing has a full 
recessed porch with wrought iron columns and a brick floor. Within the porch are a southern entrance bay 
and three window bays. The entrance bay has a single-leaf door shielded by a decorative metal storm door. 
The window bays each contain a single two-over-two, double-hung wood sash window. A wood deck is 
located on the south side of the home. The original structure was built during World War II on the Millington 
Naval Base and used as barracks. The Moore family moved to its current location after the end of the war, c. 
1946. Repairs have shown that the original structure was constructed out of oak industrial pallets. 
(contributing building) 

Garage. A c. 1960 detached frame garage with weatherboard cladding, a raised-seam metal gable 
roof, and two sets of double wood doors is located to the northwest of the house. (contributing 
building) 

Coai/W ell House. A c. 1914 frame coal/well house with a composite shingle shed roof and exposed 
rafter tails sits behind the house. The coal/well house was recently moved to the property from 
Bolton. (non-contributing structure, due to being a moved building) 
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8584 Rosemark Road is a 1.605-acre parcel with one non-contributing primary dwelling and one non
contributing structure. The dwelling is a one-and-one-half story gable-front-and-wing with a brick 
foundation, synthetic siding, a composite shingle roof, and an exterior end brick chimney. The west fa~ade is 
composed of the northern projecting bay and the southern two-bay wing. The northern projecting gable has 
a one-over-one, double-hung vinyl sash window in the first and half story. The southern wing has a recessed 
porch supported on square columns. The northern bay within the porch contains a single-light wood door 
with a metal-and-glass storm door. The southern bay within the porch has a pair of one-over-one, double
hung vinyl sash windows. The windows, doors, foundation, porch materials, and siding appear to be 
replacement. Although the dwelling has been altered, the property retains its agricultural feeling and 
association. (non-contributing building, due to alterations) 

Barn. A c. 1920 barn is located southeast of the dwelling and has a gable roof, vertical board siding 
and a double wood door entrance. (non-contributing building) 

23. 8589 Rosemark Road (c. 1900) 

8589 Rosemark Road is a 0.647-acre parcel with one contributing primary dwelling, one contributing 
secondary dwelling, and one contributing structure. The dwelling is a two-story Queen Anne farmhouse 
with a continuous brick foundation, weatherboard cladding, a multi-gable composite shingle roof, and two 
interior brick chimneys. The dwelling faces east and has a northern projecting gable and a slightly setback 
southern wing. A one-story full-front porch has a hipped roof supported by paired square wood columns. 
The porch wraps partially around the north elevation; it is screened (c. 1950) on that elevation. The columns 
and wood floor of the porch are original. The northern projecting gable has a one-over-one, double-hung 
wood sash window in each level. The two-bay southern wing contains the central entrance bay and a 
southern window bay. The first floor entrance has a replacement single-leaf door shielded by a metal-and
glass screen door. An original one-light transom is atop the door. In the upper level of the central bay is a 
set of triple one-over-one, double-hung wood sash windows. The southernmost bay has a one-over-one, 
double-hung wood sash window in each level. A small gabled dormer with a single-light casement window 
is located above the southernmost bay. The exterior of the dwelling is largely unaltered. (contributing 
building) 

Cookhouse/Servant's dwelling. Just northwest of the house is a c. 1940 one-story 
cookhouse/servant's dwelling that faces east. The front gable roof has shed roof extensions on either 
side. The walls are covered in tarpaper shingles and the roof is composite shingle. A single-leaf 
wood door is centered in the east gable end. A four-over-four, double-hung wood sash window is 
just south of the door. Within the gable end is vertical board siding. A single-leaf wood door is 
located within each shed extension. (contributing building) 

Shed. A c. 1960 shed is located behind the house and has a pier foundation, weatherboard cladding, 
and a front gable composite shingle roof. (contributing building) 
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This is a 12.5-acre agricultural parcel with no extant resources. 

25. 8608 Rosemark Road (c. 1952) 
Carrier Sales and Service 

Shelby County, Tennessee 
County and State 

8608 Rosemark Road is a 0.689-acre parcel with one contributing commercial building. It is a one-story 
commercial building with a flat roof, concrete block walls, and concrete block foundation. The west fa9ade 
has four bays: a northern twelve-light fixed window, a replacement single-light wood-panel door, a double
door entrance boarded with board-and-batten, and a southern window boarded with vertical boards. Although 
three of the openings do not retain original windows or doors, the building's commercial form is evident. 
(contributing building) 

26A. 8617 Rosemark Road (c. 1940) 
Moore Brothers Gin 

8617 Rosemark Road is a 1.13 9-acre industrial parcel with one contributing building and one contributing 
structure. The Moore Brothers Cotton Gin is a two-story corrugated metal cotton gin with a continuous 
concrete block foundation and a metal side gable roof. A one-story metal full-front cantilevered awning 
shelters the fa9ade. The east fa9ade has irregular bays. The first floor has six bays, five window bays and 
one double door (W-W-D-W-W-W). The windows are all nine-light horizontal pivot windows and the door 
is a double metal sliding door. The upper story has five irregular window bays. Three of these bays retain 
six-light horizontal pivot windows while the other two have been boarded with metal panels. A gable roof 
dormer is slightly off-center on the awning. Affixed to the dormer is a sign reading "Continental Ginning 
System." (contributing building) 

Lint House. A corrugated metal lint house is located southwest of the main gin building. It has a 
concrete slab foundation and pyramidal metal roof, c. 1940. (contributing structure) 

26B. Rosemark Road, Moore Brothers Warehouse (c.1920) 

This is a 0.967-acre parcel with one contributing building associated with the Moore Brothers Gin property 
at 8617 Rosemark Road (26A). The warehouse has a concrete block foundation, corrugated metal walls, and 
a raised-seam metal gable roof. The double wood doors, located on the north elevation, have rotted and 
deteriorated. Three bays of four-light fixed windows are located on of the east elevation of the building. 
(contributing building) 

27. 8626 Rosemark Road (c. 1920) 

8626 Rosemark Road is a 0.71-acre parcel with one contributing commercial building. The building is a 
one-story early twentieth century commercial building with a stepped parapet roofline, vinyl and vertical 
board siding, a raised seam metal gable roof, an interior brick chimney and a foundation obscured by metal 
cladding. Sheltering the three-bay west fa9ade is a full-front flat-roof porch supported by four unfinished 
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square wood columns. Extending from the porch front is a central projecting drive-through portico 
supported by four square brick columns. The central bay contains a set of double six-panel wood doors. The 
outer bays have single-leaf wood doors with metal-and-glass storm doors. A small side gable addition is 
attached to the southeast corner of the building. (contributing building) 

28. 8637 Rosemark Road (c. 2009) 
Brighton Bank 

8637 Rosemark Road is a 1.0-acre parcel at the southwest corner ofRosemark Road and Kerrville-Rosemark 
Road with one non-contributing commercial building. The bank is a one-story brick Neo-Traditional 
building with an unknown foundation and a cross-gabled composite shingle roof. The bank faces northeast 
toward the intersection. The entrance to the bank is located on the projecting cross gable on the northeast 
elevation. The entrance is a single-light metal-and-glass door with a metal-and-glass surround. In the 
northwest wing is an eight-light metal fixed window with fixed wood shutters. A small cupola is located at 
the center of the roof. Tall eyebrow dormers project from the roof of the building. A drive-through window, 
with brick columns and a composite shingle deck roof, faces the southeast. (non-contributing building, due 
to date of construction) 

29. 8658 Rosemark Road (c. 1950) 
Richland Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church 

8658 Rosemark Road is a 1.8-acre parcel with one contributing church building at the northeast corner of 
Rosemark Road and Kerrville-Rosemark Road. The church is a one-story brick front-gabled church with a 
composite shingle roof. The church faces west on Rosemark Road. A steeple with a cross is located toward 
the rear-center of the building. The west fa9ade has three symmetrical bays, a central projecting entrance 
bay and flanking window bays. The entrance bay is gabled and has a double-leaf metal-and-glass door set 
within a Gothic arch surround. The surround is concrete with concrete quoins and has a Gothic arch stained 
glass window transom. The flanking window bays are stained glass set within heavy concrete surrounds. 
The north and south elevations of the original building contain five bays of paired stained glass windows 
within heavy concrete surrounds. The window bays are divided by brick pilasters. Rear additions, c. 1993 
and 2012, are clearly delineated from the original sanctuary. They are side gable brick additions built to 
create a "T" with the original building. (contributing building) 

30. 8671 Rosemark Road (c. 1890, 1950) 

8671 Rosemark Road is a 7.68-acre parcel with one contributing primary dwelling and two contributing 
structures. The dwelling was once the office of Dr. Peter Flippin, but has been converted into a single family 
home. It is a one-story cottage with a continuous concrete block foundation, asbestos shingle siding, a side
gable composite shingle roof, and an interior brick chimney. A three-quarter hipped screened porch is 
located on the east fa9ade. Within the porch are three bays: the southern bay contains a three-light wood
panel door while the northern two bays contain four-over-four, double-hung wood sash windows. The 
building was first located at the northeast corner of the intersection of Rosemark Road and Kerr-Rosemark 
Road and was moved to its current location in the 1950s. (contributing building) 
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Garage. Northwest of the dwelling is a c. 1940 detached weatherboard garage with a composite 
gable-on-hip roof with exposed rafter ends and a poured concrete foundation. Two large double wood 
doors are located on the east elevation. (contributing building) 

Cotton Barn. A c. 1910 metal cotton barn is located to the northwest ofthe main dwelling. It sits on 
concrete piers, is clad in corrugated metal panels, and has a flat metal roof with exposed rafter ends. 
(contributing building) 

31. 8674 Rosemark Road (c. 1920, 1950, c. 1970, c. 2000) 
Tipton-Rosemark Academy (site of the former Rosemark School) 

8674 Rosemark Road is a 12.03-acre parcel that includes a complex of three non-contributing school 
buildings. Approximately nine acres of the southern portion of the parcel are included in the district and 
contain all extant resources. 

Gymnasium. The oldest building is a c. 1920 one-story brick gymnasium with a raised-seam metal 
mansard roof. The structure was undergoing renovation at the time of survey. The west fac;ade has 
eight bays, two central entrance bays and flanking window bays. The two central entrance bays each 
contain a double-door entrance, however doors are not currently present. Three window bays are 
located on either side of the entrance. The outer two windows on each side are brick and the central 
window is boarded with plywood. A brick porte-cochere projects from the center of the fac;ade. 
Attached to the northern elevation is a brick wing with a multi-light window. (non-contributing 
building, due to alterations) 

School Building. A c. 1950 school building with a large c. 1970 addition to create an L-shape is 
located north of the gymnasium. The c. 1950 portion of the building is brick with a raised-seam 
metal mansard roof. The west fac;ade has a central entrance bay with double metal-and-glass door 
flanked by two windows on each side. The windows are one-over-one, double-hung metal sash 
windows. A large addition, c. 1970, is attached to the rear of the building and extends north. The 
entrance to the addition faces southeast and has become the primary entrance to the structure. The 
entrance consists of three bays. The central bay contains a central multi-light metal-and-glass 
window flanked by metal-and-glass double doors. The outer bays are angled and each contains a 
multi-light metal-and-glass windows. (non-contributing building, due to additions) 

School Building. A large c. 2000 school building is located east of both the gymnasium and c. 
1950/c.1970 structure. It is composed of brick, concrete block, and metal. (non-contributing 
building, due to additions) 

32. 8703 Rosemark Road (c. 1920) 

8703 Rosemark Road is a 16.88-acre parcel with one contributing primary dwelling, one contributing 
secondary dwelling, one contributing farm office building, and two contributing structures. The buildings 
and structures are clustered at the eastern end of the parcel and agricultural land extends toward the west. 
The dwelling is a one-and-one-half story brick bungalow with a continuous concrete block foundation and a 
cross clipped gable composite shingle roof. A full-front shed roof porch supported on square brick columns 
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runs the length of the fa<;ade. An additional half porch with a gable roof projects from the northern end of 
the east fa<;ade. The northern half of the fa<;ade has three bays: a central double door entrance with multi
light doors and a multi-light transom flanked by six-over-one, double-hung wood sash windows. On the 
southern half of the fa<;ade is a pair of six-over-one, double-hung wood sash windows. Above the porch, in 
the clipped gable field are paired diamond-light wood windows. A porte-cochere is located to the north side 
of the house with square brick columns and a composite shingle roof. Two exterior brick chimneys are 
located on the north elevation. Two additions are attached to the west elevation, a small frame second-story 
addition and a small one-story frame addition. (contributing building) 

Storage Building. Located just behind the house is a c. 1940 detached storage building with a 
concrete block foundation, vertical board cladding, and a hipped composite shingle roof. The 
building faces east toward the rear of the house. At the southern end of the fa<;ade is a single-leaf 
wood-panel door shielded by a wood screen door. At the northern end of the fa<;ade is a pair of one
over-one, double-hung wood windows. A small carport has been added to the north elevation. 
(contributing building) 

Farm Office. Directly behind the storage building is a c. 1920 frame farm office. It has an unknown 
foundation, board-and-batten cladding, and a raised-seam metal gable roof. The building faces west 
toward the agricultural landscape. A front porch extends the length of the front elevation with a 
raised-seam metal shed roof and timber posts. (contributing building) 

Barn. Behind the farm office is a c. 1940 frame barn with a raised-seam metal gable roof and vertical 
board and board-and-batten walls. Double wood doors are located at each gable end. (contributing 
building) 

Tenant House. A c. 1920 frame tenant house is located behind the barn and has a concrete pier 
foundation, weatherboard cladding, and a raised-seam metal gable roof with exposed rafter tails. The 
weatherboards are narrow and horizontal. The tenant house faces north and has a recessed quarter 
porch at the eastern end of the fa<;ade. Within the porch is a single-leaf door opening. At the western 
end of the fa<;ade is a single window opening. (contributing building) 

33. 8717 Rosemark Road (c. 1905) 

8717 Rosemark Road is a 1.56-acre parcel with one contributing primary dwelling and one non-contributing 
structure. The dwelling is a one and one-half story Colonial Revival farmhouse with a brick foundation, 
weatherboard cladding, a composite shingle multi-hipped roof, and two interior brick chimneys. The east 
fa<;ade consists of a northern projecting section and a southern setback section. A porch wraps around the 
fa<;ade. The porch has a raised-seam metal shed roof supported by round Doric wood columns. A low brick 
wall and small brick piers support the columns. On the fa<;ade of the projecting section are four 
asymmetrical bays: at the southern end is a three-bay entrance with a central single-leaf wood door with a 
decorated metal storm door and a single-light transom. Flanking the door are single one-over-one, double
hung wood sash windows. At the northern end of the projecting section is a larger one-over-one, double
hung wood sash window. Centered above the projecting section is a gable dormer with paired one-over-one, 
double-hung wood sash window. On the setback section of the fa<;ade is a single door and window identical 
to those on the 
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projecting section. All windows are flanked by c. 1980 narrow wood fixed shutters. A side porch on the 
south elevation was enclosed in 1945. A c. 1980 carport is attached to the rear, or west, elevation. 
(contributing building) 

Storage shed. A c. 2010 storage shed is located behind the house. The entire structure is made from 
plastic. It has a gable roof and double door entrance. (non-contributing building, due to date of 
construction) 

34. 8727 Rosemark Road (c. 1948) 

8727 Rosemark Road is a 1.15-acre parcel with one contributing primary dwelling and one non-contributing 
outbuilding. The dwelling is a one story Minimal Traditional style dwelling with a composite shingle side 
gable roof and an exterior of weatherboard cladding. A three-quarter porch shelters the northern portion of 
the east fa9ade. The porch has a shed roof supported by wrought iron posts. An off-center recessed entrance 
is further sheltered by the c. 1970 addition of a gable carport projecting from the southern quarter of the 
fa9ade. Wrought iron posts support the carport. The fa9ade consists of four asymmetrical bays. The 
southernmost bay contains a set of four vertical single-light casement windows. This bay forms a storage 
area and was enclosed c. 1970. North of that bay is the recessed entrance that contains a four-light wood
panel door with a decorative metal-and-glass storm door. North of the entrance bay is a set of three 
windows, a central single-light fixed window flanked by two-over-two, double-hung wood sash windows. 
The northernmost bay contains a pair of two-over-two, double-hung wood sash windows. The windows of 
the northern two bays have decorative metal fixed shutters. The carport and storage area do not detract from 
the overall character of the dwelling. (contributing building) 

Storage shed. A c. 1980 storage shed is located toward the rear of the property. (non-contributing 
building, due to date of construction) 

35. 8736 Rosemark Road (c. 1955) 
Richland Lodge #748 (Masonic Lodge) 

8736 Rosemark Road is a 1.0-acre parcel with one contributing building. The one-story brick Masonic lodge 
has a concrete slab foundation and a flat composite shingle roof with a small brick parapet and concrete 
coping. A small brick addition is attached to the south elevation. The west fa9ade of the original portion of 
the building contains four bays. The entrance is located in the southernmost bay and contains double metal
and-glass doors. A metal shed roof awning supported by wrought iron columns projects over the entrance. 
North of the entrance bay is a one-over-one, double-hung metal sash window. North of that window are two 
bays of larger one-over-one, double-hung metal sash windows. A wrought iron sign is located in front of the 
lodge that reads "Richland Lodge No. 748 F & AM" with a Masonic emblem. On the west fa9ade, south of 
the front entrance, is the commemorative marker for the dedication of the building. The marker is concrete 
and gives the name of the lodge, the building date, and the names of the building committee. The south 
addition is slightly shorter than the original building and contains a plain brick fa9ade with concrete coping. 
(contributing building) 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria 
qualifying the property for National Register 
listing.) 

[i] c 

Property is associated with events that have 
made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history. 
Property is associated with the lives of 
persons significant in our past. 

Property embodies the distinctive 
characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction 
or represents the work of a master, or 
possesses high artistic values, or represents a 
significant 
and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual distinction. 
Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or 
history. 

Criteria Considerations N/A 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

A Owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or grave. 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property. 
less than 50 years old or achieving 

G significance within the past 50 years. 
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

AGRICULTURE 

INDUSTRY 

COMMERCE 

ARCHITECTURE 

Period of Significance 

c. 1890-1963 

Significant Dates 

c. 1890-construction of earliest extant 

building 

c. 1950-construction of Austin Peay Hwy 

c. 1940-diversification of agriculture 

Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

NIA 

Cultural Affiliation 

NIA 

Architect/Builder 

UNKNOWN; MULTIPLE 
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The Rosemark Historic District in Shelby County, Tennessee is being nominated to the National Register of 
Historic Places under Criterion A for its local significance in agriculture, commerce and industry and under 
Criterion C for architecture. Rosemark is an intact representative example of a rural agricultural district in 
Shelby County. Cotton production was the driving force behind the development of the town and the 
resulting commercial and residential development of the community. Tied to agriculture is the industrial 
infrastructure represented by the cotton gin at the heart of the district. Agricultural development in 
Rosemark continued to evolve in the 20th century, particularly with diversification efforts in the Depression 
era and mechanization during the post-World War II period. The district is significant architecturally as it 
represents an early to mid-twentieth century rural historic district with numerous intact farmhouses and 
associated agricultural buildings, several intact commercial structures, and an intact gin and lint house. With 
major urban sprawl throughout Shelby County, this is one of the few intact rural communities remaining. 
The period of significance ranges from c. 1890 with the construction the first extant building in the district 
until 1963. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 

Historical Background 

Rosemark (population 2,315, 201 0 census) is located in northeastern Shelby County near the Tipton County 
border. Several community institutions (such as the Richland Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church and 
the Richland Masonic Lodge) still bear the original town name of Richland. The name change occurred in 
1890 when the town applied for a post office. Upon learning there was already a "Richland" located in 
Tennessee, community members placed names in a hat at the Thompson store. The name "Rosemark" was 
drawn out of the hat and Richland became Rosemark. 2 

Rosemark in the twentieth century served as an agricultural crossroads for the area despite it not being a 
railroad or river town; in fact, early Rosemark was an isolated community with transportation confined to 
horse and wagon or going to nearby Brunswick to take a train to Memphis.3 In 2012, this crossroads 
character remains apparent with the village's two major streets, Rosemark Road and Kerrville-Rosemark 
Road, intersecting as the point where the village's major community institutions-a doctor's office, a school, 
a telephone exchange, a store, and a cotton gin are located. The two roads, both with several intact 
operational farms still present, convey a mix of the commercial, residential and agricultural character that 
was once common to rural Tennessee but is exceedingly difficult to find in today's Tennessee, particularly 
with the growth of twenty-first century suburbs in northern and eastern Shelby County. 

Settlers began coming to the area now known as Rosemark in the 1830s but which was at that time called 
Richland. The land of Shelby County was described in the 1870s as" ... rich as any other in the world. Some 
of them have produced fifty consecutive crops of com and cotton, yet show but little signs of 
impoverishment."4 Plantations dominated the area until the 1850s when a non-plantation based community 

2 McCalla, An Illustrated History, 355. 
3 Jon Phipps McCalla, A Collection Samuel McCalla and his Descendants (Memphis: Descendants Publishers, 2001), 34. 
4 J.B. Killebrew, Introduction to the Resources ofTennessee (Nashville: Tavel, Eastman & Howell, 1874), 1162. 
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began to form. Many settlers that came to Richland (Rosemark) during the 1850s through the 1880s came 
from Lincoln County, Tennessee following the old stage road.5 

In 1861, a group of fifteen men signed a pledge to build an Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church in 
Richland; the Civil War, however, delayed the construction ofthat church until1867. Although several men 
from the area fought during the Civil War, the area remained largely untouched by the ravages of war. 

Following the Civil War, the town saw steady growth. A second Presbyterian church, Big Creek 
Presbyterian, formed in 1878.6 Several stores, including the Richland Farmers' Mercantile Association 
(known as Thompson's store) and the Moore Brothers' Store, opened during this period. John Cole also 
opened a general store on Rosemark Road in this same period. John Cole continued to run the store at least 
through the 1940s at which time it was operated by Mr. Salmon. The Moore Brothers, in addition to their 
store, built a cotton gin on their property during this period. In 1912, the Rosemark Bank & Trust Company 
was chartered. Other commercial activity included the Rosemark Telephone Company, a cooperative 
telephone company, also opening in 1912 with its own building, equipment and personnel. Rosemark was 
home to a blacksmith shop, a hog-slaughtering operation, a beauty shop and other small businesses during 
the first decades of the twentieth century.7 Due to the reach of its telephone service and to the Rosemark 
School which drew students from a wide area, the influence of Rosemark was felt beyond the immediate area 
of the proposed historic district. 

In 1896, a doctor, Dr. Peter Flippin, came to Rosemark to practice. Dr. Flippin served as Rosemark's doctor 
for fifty years and retired in 1946. In 1950, the University of Tennessee Medical College in Memphis 
awarded the "Golden T" to Dr. Flippin to commemorate his fifty years of service in practicing medicine in 
Tennessee.8 Dr. Flippin's office was within walking distance of the commercial intersection of Kerrville
Rosemark Road and Rosemark Road. His office, still standing, originally was a "shotgun" house with three 
rooms (resource 30). The office contained a reception room, an examination room, and a storage room for 
medication. The office has since been converted into a single family home. Dr. Flippin also made house 
calls throughout the region.9 Whenever members of the community could not pay Dr. Flippin in cash for his 
services, they would pay him in eggs, produce and meat. 10 

The town was home to several community and cultural institutions. The Richland School was first built in 
1861 on land donated for an Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church and School. 11 The school, initially a 
one-story wood frame building, also served as a community center with various community functions taking 

5 McCalla, An Illustrated History, 356. 
6 Ibid. Big Creek Presbyterian was originally located just outside Rosemark. It moved into town in 1917 and changed its 

name to Rosemark Presbyterian Church, the name by which it has had since that time. 
7 Ibid., 356, 387. 
8 McCalla, A Collection, I 0 I. 
9 "An Interview with Elizabeth Chisolm Flippin McCalla," in An Illustrated History of the People and Towns of Northeast 

Shelby County and South Central Tipton County, ed. Jon Phipps McCalla (Millington, Tennessee: Historic Archives of Rosemark 
and Environs, Inc., 2010), 477. 

10 Ibid., 478. 
11 McCalla, An Illustrated History, 355. 
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place. By 1908, the school added an upper story and changed its name to "'Rosemark" to reflect the name 
change of the community. A larger school, built in 1912, contained both elementary and high school grades. 

The building had separate entrances for boys and girls. In addition to meeting the educational needs of 
students in the area, groups such as 4H clubs and scout troops met at the school. Many students also took 
music and dance lessons at Rosemark School. 12 The high school was removed in 1930, but Rosemark 
School continued as an elementary school until its closure in 1967. Tipton-Rosemark Academy purchased 
the property in 1970 and the academy operates a private school out of the building. The 1912 building no 
longer stands, but the gymnasium/cafeteria addition, dating to 1950-1951, remains in the district (resource 
31 ). 13 

Lodges are also often an important aspect of community life in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. A conservative estimate of their importance is that one in three American males was a member of 
a fraternal group in 1920. 14 The Masonic presence in the Rosemark area dates to 1892, when Lodge #576 of 
the Free and Accepted Masons was chartered near Rosemark. By World War II, that lodge had gradually 
diminished in size, and storm damage to the lodge building caused by falling tree limbs in 1942 led to the 
demise of that lodge. In 1948, a new lodge, Lodge #748 of the Free and Accepted Masons, was chartered in 
Rosemark. The lodge acquired land for a building on Rosemark Road immediately north of Rosemark 
School, and the new, one-story lodge was completed in 1955. 15 Lodge #748 is still in existence and its 
building remains in use (resource 35). 

In addition to Rosemark School and the Masonic Lodge, two churches, both established in the 1860s and 
1870s, are located in the Rosemark Historic District. The Richland Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church 
was officially organized in 1867, although fifteen men had pledged in 1861 to construct an Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian Church. The first church building was a small frame building. A second building, 
with a bell tower, was built in 1900-1901, and a third, larger, sanctuary was built in 1919. By 1950, a larger 
church was needed, and the present brick edifice was dedicated on November 22, 1951 (resource 29). 
Sixteen memorial windows were added in October 1952.16 The second church in the Rosemark Historic 
District, the Rosemark First Presbyterian Church, was originally located on Mudville Road east of the 
intersection of Miller Road. The congregation, organized in 1878 as Big Creek Presbyterian Church, voted 
in October 1917 to move the congregation to Rosemark and built the building now located at 8582 Kerrville
Rosemark Road (resource 8A). The congregation constructed the Rosemark First Presbyterian Church in 
1918 and the first service was held on July 21, 1918. The building did not have a telephone installed when it 
was built in 1918, and it remained without a telephone until February 1999. Other than changing the original 
two separate entrances to a single, central double door in 1954, the building's exterior remains largely 
unchanged since 1918Y 

12 Ibid., 385. 
13 Ibid., 380-385. 
14 David T. Beito, From Mutual Aid to the Welfare State: Fraternal Societies and Social Services, 1890-1967 (Chapel 

Hill: University ofNorth Carolina Press, 2000), 2. 
15 McCalla, An Illustrated History, 388. 
16 Ibid., 361-366. 
17 Ibid., 368-372. 
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The commercial district of Rosemark was largely confined to the intersection of Rosemark Road and 
Kerrville-Rosemark Road. The Moore Brothers' Store and Gin was located at the southwest side of this 
intersection. The Moore Brothers' Store, opened in 189618

, was the headquarters for the family's farming 
and ginning operations as well as a being a general store for the community. The store was rebuilt c. 1920 
(resource 27). The Richland Farmers and Mercantile Association (or Thompson store), opened by the 
Thompson family in 1890, was located at 863 7 Rosemark Road. A one-story brick building replaced the 
frame store after a fire in 1942 destroyed the original structure. The Thompson store, no longer extant, 
served as a community gathering place; community members recount that a card game was usually in 
progress and that people came to the store to socialize with others. 19 An example of the store serving as 
community gathering place is the 1891 concert held on the premises to raise money to pay off the Richland 
A.R.P. parsonage debt.20 

A number of other businesses were located at the commercial intersection of Rosemark Road and Kerrville
Rosemark Road. The Rosemark Bank and Trust, no longer extant but once located just south of the 
Thompson store, was an independent entity until 1927, when it merged with the Barretville Bank & Trust 
Company. After 1927, the Rosemark Bank remained open as a branch of the Barretville Bank. After the 
Barretville Bank building in Barretville burned in 1931, the Rosemark Bank building housed the services of 
the Barretville Bank while a new bank was built in Barretville. After the new bank in Barretville opened in 
1932, the Rosemark branch closed.21 In 1911, a telephone cooperative, the Rosemark Telephone Company, 
was incorporated. The Rosemark Telephone Com~any remained an independent entity until 1959, when it 
was sold to the Millington Telephone Company. 2 A substation dating to 1960 and affiliated with the 
Millington Telephone Company is extant and located at 8741 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (resource 16). Yager 
Winburn worked for the Rosemark Telephone Company as the lineman and maintenance worker and his 
wife, Nancy Jemima Winburn, worked as the night operator.23 Materials and the work shed belonging to the 
Rosemark Telephone Company can still be found at the Yager Winburn property, located at 8591 Kerrville
Rosemark Road (resource 7 A). During the 1920s, there was also a gristmill, blacksmith shop and barbershop 
in town?4 In the 1950s, the Williams Cafe (resource 25), located at 8608 Rosemark Road, became a 
community center as traffic in the town increased due to highway traffic on State Highway 14. The cafe had 
pinball machines and housed a barbershop. Durin~ this time, the Williams Cafe served as a "dining, social, 
pinball, hair cut, and culinary center of the town." 5 Beginning in the 1890s and continuing throughout the 
1950s and into the 1960s, Rosemark was home to a number of independent local businesses that gave the 
community a distinctive character and that catered to the residents and farmers of the region. 

Residential development in Rosemark increased during the 191 Os; eight extant residential dwellings in the 
district represent this increased development. There are more dwellings dating from the 191 Os in the district 

18 Ibid., 379. 
19 Ibid., 413. 
20 Ibid., 377. 
21 McCalla, An Illustrated History., 387. 
22 Ibid., 389. 
23 "An Interview with Robinson Tillman Winburn," in An Illustrated History, 446. 
24 McCalla, An Illustrated History, 414. 
25 Ibid., 400. 
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than from any other decade. This was in part due to the subdivision of a large 171-acre tract northwest of the 
intersection of the two roads into a residential development called "Mooredale." The tract excluded Dr. 

Flippin's property at 8671 Rosemark Road (resource 30), but otherwise creates an "L" with Kerrville
Rosemark and Rosemark Roads. The tract extends west to a now unused road between resources 3 and 4 
and extends north outside of the bounds of the historic district. Brothers J.W. Moore and J.G. Moore 
purchased the 171-acre tract from W .D. Horne on April 2, 1912, and subdivided it into 25 residential lots. 
Two roads were built into the development, College Street and Hill A venue. College Street and Hill A venue 
are extant but are unpaved.26 Only one of these lots had a house already on it, the Colonial Revival-inspired 
farmhouse at 8717 Rosemark Road (resource 33) that was constructed in 1905. The house at 8727 Rosemark 
Road, c. 1948, (resource 34) was part of that same Mooredale lot. The dwelling at 8703 Rosemark Road 
(resource 32) was also part of that subdivision, but was not constructed until c. 1920. Along Kerrville
Rosemark Road are several extant dwellings from Mooredale. The bungalow located at 554 Kerrville
Rosemark Road (resource 4) was constructed in 1918, 8562 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (resource SA) was 
constructed in 1912, and 8620 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (resource 10) was constructed in 1912. In addition 
to the residential properties within this development, the Rosemark First Presbyterian Church (resource 8A) 
was constructed on one ofthe subdivided lots in 1918. 

In addition to the impact of agriculture and industry on the community, a state highway also had an impact 
on the area. The development of the Austin Peay Highway (State Route 14) made a significant impact on 
Rosemark and the surrounding communities. By the 1920s, the dismal shape of Tennessee's roads became 
the focus of Governor Austin Peay, also known as the "road building governor." He overhauled the 
Highway Department during his term in office, and the number and quality of roads in the state increased. 
By 1923, the State Highway Defartment spent four million dollars on road construction and within two 
years, that amount had doubled.2 This was part of the "Good Roads Movement" that had its roots in the 
early years of the twentieth century. Farmers were often supporters of the program as they felt good roads 
would help them get their goods to market. 28 The years between 1923 and 1931 were enormously important 
to the development of the modern highway system in the state. It was during this time that major road 
building occurred across the state. 29 The Austin Peay Highway connected the farmers in Rosemark to 
markets outside of town. The state's records as to when the highway was first constructed are incomplete, 
but the Austin Peay Highway was completed by October 1958.30 The impact of the Austin Peay Highway on 
the community may be seen in number of buildings in the district constructed in the 1940s and 1950s. The 
house at 8583 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (resource 6), the house at 8569 Rosemark Road (resource 21), the 
Moore Brothers Gin (resource 26A), and the house at 8727 Rosemark Road (resource 34) all date from the 
1940s. Buildings from the 1950s include the dwelling at 8627 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (resource 11), the 
house at 8659 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (resource 13A), the commercial building at 8608 Rosemark Road 

26 McCalla, An Illustrated History, 398, 511. 
27 Leland R. Johnson, Memphis to Bristol: A Half Century of Highway Construction (Nashville: Tennessee Road Builders 

Association, 1928), 38. 
28 Martha Carver, Tennessee's Survey Report for Historic Highway Bridges (Nashville: Ambrose Printing Company, 

2008), 52. 
29 Carver, Tennessee's Survey Report, 99. 
30 Email from Nicole Lawrence, Tennessee Department of Transportation, May 3, 2012. 
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(resource 25), the Richland Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church (resource 29), and the Masonic lodge 
located at 8736 Rosemark Road (resource 35). The number of buildings from the post World War II period 
reflect the continuing importance ofRosemark, both agriculturally and commercially, after World War II. 

Agricultural, Commercial and Industrial Significance 

Beyond the commercial district centering on the intersection of Rosemark Road and Kerrville-Rosemark 
Road, agriculture was a major force in the economy ofRosemark. In 1910, there were 7,934 farms in Shelby 
County and farms comprised 67.2 percent of the land area in the county.31 Many people in the community 
and West Tennessee in general made their living from some type of agriculture or agribusiness. From the 
time ofthe completion ofthe Jackson Purchase in West Tennessee in 1819, cotton was the dominant crop for 
over a hundred years in the region.32 J.B. Killebrew, in his Introduction to the Resources a/Tennessee, noted 
in 1874 that cotton was the principal crop of Shelby County and would continue until some change was 
made to the current system of farming then in place. He also noted the fettility of the soil, stating that it was 
"suitable for any sort of crops."33 West Tennessee produced eighty-four percent of the state's cotton by 
1880.34 In 1910, farmers in Shelby County planted over 107,000 acres ofcotton.35 

Cotton production defined much of the character of rural Shelby County following the Civil War. As in 
other parts of the South, cotton production expanded rapidly after 1870.36 As part of the "cotton kingdom" 
of the New South, cotton counties were those with agriculture as the dominant occupation and the rural 
nonfarm population was relatively small.37 Even those whose primary source of income did not derive from 
agriculture were involved in the agricultural economy. In Rosemark, Dr. Flippin had a farm, still extant and 
located at 8671 Rosemark Road, in addition to his physician's practice (resource 30). 

Not only was cotton a major agricultural force in Shelby County, it also spurred local industrial 
development. The Moore Brothers' Gin was the largest industrial activity in Rosemark.38 In the decades 
following the Civil War, the infrastructure of agriculture, particularly in the cotton South, became more 
evolved and complex. Cotton gins cropped up all over the cotton South. Although single plantations owned 
some cotton gins, most often they were community enterprises that served the larger community. Those that 
owned gins also often had other businesses associated with the gins, such as furnishings. Cotton gin owners 

31 U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Thirteenth Census of the United States Taken in the Year I910, 
Volume VI, Agriculture (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1913), 589. 
http: //www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/Hi.storical Publication.s/1 91 0/Reports by state Nebraska Wyoming/41 033898v7.pdf 
(accessed March 29, 2012). 

32 Carroll Van West, Tennessee's Historic Landscapes: A Traveler's Guide (Knoxville: University ofTennessee Press, 
1995), 453. 

33 Killebrew, Introduction to the Resources ofTennessee, 1162. 
34 West, Tennessee's Historic Landscapes, 420. 
35 Thirteenth Census of the United States Taken in the Year I910, Volume VL Agriculture, 607. 
36Gilbert C. Fite, "Southern Agriculture since the Civil War: An Overview," Agricultural History 53, no. 1 (January 

1979), 6. 
37 Charles S. Aiken, The Cotton Plantation South Since the Civil War (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1998), 

62. 
38 McCalla, An Illustrated History, 390-391. 
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were often powerful and important people within their communities. 39 The Moore family best exemplifies 
this in the Rosemark Historic District. They came to Rosemark from Lincoln County in 1886 and soon 
established themselves as significant members of the community.40 The Moore Brothers Gin, extant, is a 
replacement for the first gin they established in Rosemark. The Moore Brothers built the present gin in 
1940; electricity powers the current gin, unlike the first steam-powered gin the Moore family operated 
(resource 26A).41 A seed house associated with the gin is also extant. Warehouses are also associated with 
cotton production and ginning.42 The Moore Family Warehouse is extant in Rosemark and is located west of 
the cotton gin (resource 26B). Cotton production dominated the agricultural and industrial life of Rosemark 
during the early period of its history. By the 1930s, Rosemark's dependence on cotton as the center of its 
economy began to change, as a push towards agricultural diversification gained momentum. 

The push for diversification in agriculture in Shelby County gained strength during the Great Depression. As 
early as 1874 Joseph Killebrew noted the absence of diversified crops and the lack of attention to 
"recuperating the soil" in Shelby County. 43 By the 1880s, there was a serious push within the South from a 
variety of sources, ranging from agricultural journals to government agencies to diversify agriculture in the 
region.44 Beginning in 1908, C. Mooney of the Memphis Commercial Appeal advocated for the move from 
cotton dependence. He used his paper to preach his gospel of diversification, calling attention to what the 
dependence on cotton cost the average farmer in terms of soil depletion, small crops, and less income. He 
featured a column on farming, passing along information he collected from a number of people, including 
experts from the U.S. Department of Agriculture.45 In 1934, during the depths of Depression, the Memphis 
Commercial Appeal and the USDA launched the "Plant to Prosper" program. This program was designed to 
reduce cotton production, increase food production and diversify the agricultural output of Shelby County. 
Over seventeen hundred farmers in Shelby County participated in the program in the first year. By 1940, 
more than 50,000 families had taken part in the program.46 The move towards diversification and truck 
farming occurred in Rosemark during this time. Chester and Matilda Parkinson, who lived at 8502 
Kerrville-Rosemark Road (resource 2), raised flowers and vegetables to sell at the Curb Market in 
Memphis.47 In addition to this, Matilda Parkinson made funeral arrangements, Christmas wreaths and 
Christmas decorations and sold them out of the family home. 48 While the greenhouse the Parkinson family 
used is no longer extant, a portion of the foundation remains. In addition to the flowers and vegetables the 
family grew to sell in Memphis, they also butchered and sold chickens and hogs in the winter.49 

39 Aiken, The Cotton Plantation South, 42. 
40 McCalla, An Illustrated History, 430. 
41 Ibid., 435. 
42 Aiken, The Cotton Plantation South, 45. 
43 Killebrew, Introduction to the Resources ofTennessee, 1164. 
44 Fite, "Southern Agriculture since the Civil War," 9. 
45 James W. Silver, "C. P. J. Mooney of the Memphis "Commercial Appeal," Crusader for Diversification," Agricultural 

History 17, no. 2 (April1943), 84. 
46 Roger Biles, "The Persistence of the Past: Memphis in the Great Depression," Journal of Southern History 52, no. 2 

(May 1986): 194-195. 
47 McCalla, An Illustrated History, 397. 
48 McCalla, A Collection, 151. 
49 Kenneth R. Parkinson, "Flower Farm Mother and Dad's Business," in A Collection Samuel McCalla and His 

Descendants, ed. Jon Phipps McCalla (Memphis: Descendants Publishers, 2001), 151. 
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Yager Winburn, in addition to being the lineman and maintenance man for the Rosemark Telephone 
Company, operated a hog "slaughterhouse" on his property located at 8591 Kerrville-Rosemark Road 
(resource 7 A). 50 The slaughterhouse still stands on the property alonf with the holding pens for the hogs. 
The Winburn family also raised cotton as well as chickens and cows. 5 He was able to kill and dress six to 
seven hogs per day.52 Outbuildings associated with agriculture that remain extant on the property include a 
metal fuel tank (c. 1920), collapsed coop, stock bam (c. 1940), and slaughterhouse (c. 1940). 

Harmoore, the family farm of Walter and Willis Harvey Moore, located at 8703 Rosemark Road, was the 
center of the family's farming operations (resource 32). The property retains its extant farm office where the 
tenants settled with their accounts with the Moore family. The property also retains an extant tenant house. 
The tenant house is the last of three such buildings that were built on the southeastern side of the property 
along an unfinished road known as College Street. The last known tenants were William Thomas and Louis 
Jolly. 53 Even those not dependent on agriculture for income had gardens in the community. Residents recall 
that every home in Rosemark raised livestock for their own meat, a vegetable garden, and chickens for eggs 
and meat. 54 

The dwelling at 854 7 Rosemark Road, home of Gamer Moore, retains a milking bam that dates to c. 1940, 
showing the increased importance of dairy and cattle operations during the twentieth century (resource 20). 

Tenant houses and servants quarters retain a presence on the landscape at Rosemark, a mute testimony to a 
former way of life. Tenants and servants were part of the story of Rosemark and their work was of vital 
importance to the community. Alice Lee Thompson Lietch recounts that they had a small house for their 
servants, still extant, behind her house at 8685 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (resource 14). During the 
Depression, the Thompson family was unable to pay Vic, their house help, but they did provide food and 
lodging. Vic cooked and cleaned the Thompson home.55 The Moore home at 8589 Rosemark Road also 
retains the original cook's quarters (resource 23). 

The Great Depression contributed to the movement of tenant farmers and sharecroppers off the land. The 
Agricultural Adjustment Act's (AAA) cotton reduction programs reduced the amount of land under cotton 
cultivation by nearly 40% by 1934; this made thousands of sharecroppers expendable and caused some 
landlords to release their workers. 56 In 1940, there were 2,3 70 hired farm workers in Shelby County; by 
1945, that number had decreased to 429 hired farm workers in the county. 57 By the end of World War II, the 
number of farms in Shelby County began to decrease. In 1954, there were 5,145 farms in Shelby County, 

50 "An Interview with Otis Mansfield Griffin," in An Illustrated History, 516. 
51 "An Interview with Robinson Tilman Winburn," in An Illustrated History, 446. 
52 "An Interview with Robinson Tillman Winburn," in An Illustrated History, 448. 
53 Information provided by current property owner, Christ and Carol Frame. 
54 "An Interview with Mariellen Inez Gillespie Thompson," in An Illustrated History, 422. 
55 "An Interview with Alice Lee Thompson Davidson Lietch," in An Illustrated History, 417. 
56 Biles, "The Persistence ofthe Past," 198, 199. 
57 U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, United States Census of Agriculture: 1945; Volume 1, Part 20, 

Tennessee (Washington: United States Printing Office, 1946), 50. 
http:/ /usda. mann lib.cornel.l.edu/usda/ AgCensuslmages/1945/0 1/3 I / 1171 ffable-0 l.pdf (accessed September 6, 20 12). 
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compared to the 8,595 farms found in the county in 1930.58 By 1964, the number had dropped even further, 
and only 2,052 farms remained in operation in the county. 59 Mechanization of farming in the community 
also started in earnest at this time. This is reflected in the 1930 Agricultural Census, which noted that there 
were only 170 tractors in Shelby County at that time.60 By 1954, however, there were 1,626 tractors in 
Shelby County. 61 Prior to mechanization, there were a number of tenant farmers and tenant families 
performed manual labor on the farms. 62 Residents noted the impact of World War II on the agricultural 
economy of the community. Otis Griffin, who lived at 8536 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (resource 3), noted 
that a gradual change took place in which farmers began to buy and use tractors more. Sharecroppers and 
renters disappeared and tractors "took over. "63 

As elsewhere in the south in the mid-twentieth century, cotton began to lose its prominence in the 
agricultural economy of Rosemark. By 1954, only 46,962 acres in Shelby County were devoted to cotton 
production, down from 74,279 acres planted in 1949.64 Decreases in farm tenancy the boll weevil, and soil 
erosion were symptoms of the decline of cotton in the south.65 Some fanners responded to the changes by 
adopting mechanization and new technology.66 As a result, the number of people working on cotton farms 
decreased. Several residents of Rosemark have remarked on the changes to agriculture that took ?lace. 
Mary Catheryne Phipps McCalla recalls how farming became more mechanized after World War II. 6 Otis 
Mansfield Griffin also recounts how tractors "took over" after World War II and sharecroppers and tenants 
"disappeared. "68 

World War II itself also took some of the tenants off the farm as people went to work at the military base in 
Millington, which offered wages year-round to tenants used to receiving wages once a year.69 While some 
tenants remained, especially on the farms outside of Rosemark, by 1960 Rosemark's agricultural character 
was changing, as were other community institutions. In the 1950s, the Moore Brothers' store was operated 
by Ben Matthews and later by Wayne Hamilton.70 The independent Rosemark Telephone Company sold in 

58 U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau ofthe Census, United States Census of Agriculture: 1954; Volume 1, Part 20, 

Tennessee (Washington: United States Printing Office, 1956) 68. 
http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/usda/AgCensuslmages/1954/0l /3 1/1954-01 -J I.pdf (accessed March 29, 2012). 

59 U.S. Bureau oftbe Census, ens us of Agriculture: 1964; Volume I Statistics for the State and Counties, Part 31, 

Tennessee (Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1967), 282. 
60 U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Fifteenth Census of the United States: 1930 Agriculture, Volume 

II Part 2- The Southern States (Washington: United States Government Printing Office, 1932), 967, 
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/Historical Pub I ications/1930/Reports by State Soutbern/0333 7983v2p2ch09 .pdf 

(accessed March 29, 2012). 
61 United States Census of Agriculture: /954; 100. 

http:/ /usda. mannHb.corneU .edu/usda/AgCensus I mages/ 1954/0 1/31./1954-01-31. pdf (accessed March 29, 20 12). 
62 "An Interview with Mary Catheryne Phipps McCalla,' in An 11/ustrated History, 499. 
63 "An Interview with Otis Mansfield Griffin," in An Illustrated History, 515. 
64 United States Census of Agriculture: 1954; Volume 1 Counties and State Economic Areas, Part 20, Tennessee, 168. 
65 Aiken, The Cotton Plantation South, 68. 
66 Ibid., 96. 
67 "An Interview with Mary Catheryne Phipps McCalla," in An Illustrated History, 499. 
68 "An Interview with Otis Mansfield Griffin," in An Illustrated History, 515. 
69 "An Interview with George Washington Gales, Jr.," in An Illustrated History, 327. 
70 McCalla, An Illustrated History, 391. 
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1959; although Yager Winburn was retained as a lineman. The public Rosemark School closed in 1967 
although a private school did take over the facilities in 1970. The counf?' closed the school because the 
number of students had diminished to only ten-fifteen students per grade.7 By 1970, Rosemark no longer 
functioned as an agricultural crossroads for the region. 

The later twentieth century has seen the decline of agriculture in Shelby County; however, Rosemark retains 
its agricultural character. Although this section of Shelby County is rapidly developing, the Rosemark 
Historic District contains several agricultural buildings and structures that retain their integrity. The district 
has one of the few remaining cotton barns in Shelby County (resource 30). Other barns are found throughout 
the district (resources 1 and 7 A), as well as a milking bam (resource 20). Other remnants that highlight the 
varied agriculture history of the district include a slaughterhouse (resource 7 A) and a smokehouse (resource 
20). Farm offices, used to manage some of the larger farming operations in the district remain at two 
locations in the district (resources 19 and 32). The Rosemark Historic District is a wonderful example of 
several agricultural trends in Shelby County, such as the rise and decline of cotton production, the 
diversification of crops, and the increased mechanization of agriculture. 

Architectural Significance 

Several architectural types are present in the Rosemark Historic District, including bungalows, Queen Anne, 
Minimal Traditional, and Ranch. The predominant domestic architectural form in the district is the 
bungalow. Several examples of bungalows may be found in the Rosemark Historic District. The E.A. 
Thompson family home, located at 8685 Kerrville-Rosemark Road, is an excellent example of a Craftsman 
bungalow in the district (resource 14). Built in 1917, the house retains a high degree of architectural 
integrity, both in its exterior and its interior appearance. The home retains its original hardware on doors and 
windows and original china bathroom fixtures. Harmoore, the home of Walter Moore located at 8703 
Rosemark Road, is a one- and one-half story, brick example of a bungalow in the district (resource 32). This 
home also retains the farm office and a tenant house associated with the farming operations of the Moore 
family. The home at 8536 Kerrville-Rosemark Road represents an example of a one-and-one-half story 
Craftsman bungalow (resource 3). 

The home at 8589 Rosemark Road, the Moore family home, is an example of Queen Anne style architecture 
in the district (resource 23). This two-story weatherboard farmhouse retains its original porch and flooring. 
At the time of its construction in c. 1900, it was noted for its seven bedrooms and indoor plumbing. 72 

The Minimal Traditional cottages in the district reflect Rosemark's continued growth and importance during 
the 1940s and 1950s. The c. 1940 home located at 8569 Rosemark Road is an example of a Minimal 
Traditional cottage (resource 21 ). The house is also interesting in that the original structure was built during 
World War II on the Millington Naval Base and used as barracks. It was purchased by a member of the 
Moore family and moved to its current location after the end of the war. Repairs have shown that the 

71 "An Interview with Mariellen Inez Gillespie Thompson," in An Illustrated History, 423 . 
72 McCalla, An Illustrated History, 400. 
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original structure was constructed out of oak industrial pallets. Other examples of Minimal Traditional 
cottages include 8727 Rosemark Road (resource 34), 8583 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (resource 6), and 8659 
Kerrville-Rosemark Road (resource 13). 

There is one English Cottage Revival style home in the district, located at 8531 Rosemark Road (resource 
19). There is also one Ranch-style house, located at 8627 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (resource 11). 

The district also contains several examples of non-domestic architecture. The Rosemark First Presbyterian 
Church, extant and located at 8582 Kerrville-Rosemark Road, was built in 1918 and is an example of Gothic 
Revival architecture (resource 8A). The Richland Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, located at 8658 
Rosemark Road, has a traditional-style church appearance and was built in 1950 (resource 29). 

Several extant examples of commercial architecture remain in the district. The Moore Brothers Warehouse, 
located at 0 Rosemark Road, is a raised-seam metal warehouse dating to c. 1920 (resource 26B). The Moore 
Brothers Gin, located at 8617 Rosemark Road, is a two-story raised-seam metal cotton gin dating to 1940 
(resource 26A). The Williams Cafe building, located at 8608 Rosemark Road, is a one-story concrete block 
building and a flat roof (resource 25). The building is extant and now houses the Carrier Sales and Service 
business. 

Several agricultural outbuildings are extant in the district. The cotton bam on the property at 8671 Rosemark 
Road dates to c. 1910 and is one of the few remaining cotton barns in Shelby County. The properties at 8703 
Rosemark Road (resource 32) and 8531 Rosemark Road (resource 19) each retain an extant farm office. The 
dwelling at 8531 Rosemark Road was originally built by one of the members of the Moore family, Charles 
Mickey Moore. An extant smokehouse remains on the property at 8547 Rosemark Road, as well as a 
milking barn that dates to c. 1940 (resource 20). An extant tenant house remains on the property at 8703 
Rosemark Road (resource 32). Well houses also remain on the landscape. Extant examples are found at 
8501 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (resource 1), 8502 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (resource 2), 8562 Kerrville
Rosemark Road (resource SA), 8591 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (resource 7A), 8659 Kerrville-Rosemark 
Road (resource 13 ), 8760 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (resource 17), 8519 Rosemark Road (resource 18), and 
8531 Rosemark Road (resource 19). 

The Rosemark Historic District has a number of different types of architecture reflected throughout the 
district and contains many intact buildings. The bungalow form and the Minimal Traditional style are the 
two main domestic architectural trends seen in the district. The different styles of domestic architecture 
reflect the larger trends in domestic architecture, such as the rise of the Minimal Traditional home during the 
1940s and 1950s. The district contains several types of non-domestic architecture, such as church buildings, 
a warehouse, commercial buildings and agricultural buildings. The presence of the commercial and 
agriculture buildings reflects both the importance of Rosemark to the outlying area and the economic 
importance of the town itself. The district also contains a number of extant agricultural buildings that are 
disappearing rapidly in the face of development in other areas. These extant buildings include farm offices, 
tenant houses, and well houses, once ubiquitous to the landscape but now largely disappeared from the 
landscape. Bartlett, Collierville, and Germantown, other small towns in Shelby County, have grown to 
resemble a more urban environment while Rosemark has retained its rural agricultural-based roots. 
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Acreage of Property Approximately USGS Quadrangle 
115 acres 

Brunswick, Tenn. 408-SE 

UTM References 
Datum (indicated on USGS map): 

DNAD 1927 or 0 NAD 19S3 

1. Zone: 16 Easting: 248378 Northing: 3917090 

2. Zone: 16 Easting: 247517 Northing: 3917139 

3. Zone: 16 Easting: 247276 Northing: 3916411 

4. Zone: 16 Easting: 24S266 Northing: 3916253 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The Rosemark Historic District stretches in all directions from the intersection of Rosemark Road and 
Kerrville-Rosemark Road in Shelby County, Tennessee. It consists of addresses S501-S760 Kerrville
Rosemark Road and addresses S519-S727, S736 Rosemark Road. State Route 14/Austin Peay Highway 
run diagonally along the southeastern corner of the district. Adjacent residential and agricultural parcel 
bound the remainder of the district. The district is comprised of forty-one parcels as identified on the 
attached Shelby County Tax Map as parcels: D0117 00119; D0117 00190; D0117 OOOlS; D0117 00020; 
D0117 00021; D0117 00022; D0117 00032; D0117 00107; D0117 0030C; D0117 00023; D0117 00024; 
D0117 00025; DOll7 00029; D0117 00026; D0117 0002S; DOll7 00342C; D0117 00345; DOll7 
00341C; D0118 OOOS6; D0118 OOOS3; D0118 OOOS2; D0118 00010; DOll8 00091; D0117 00035; 
DOllS 00090; DOllS OOOS9; DOllS 00079; DOll7 00109; D0117 00340; DOllS OOOSOC; DOllS 
OOOSS; DOllS 00446; 00118 OOOSl; DOll8 OOOS4C; DOllS 00009; DOll8 00008; DOllS 00012; 
D0117 00194C; D0118 00006; DOllS 00005; DOllS 00013. 

Boundary Justification 

The intersection of Rosemark Road and Kerrville-Rosemark Road forms the rural crossroads of 
Rosemark, Tennessee. The district expands from the crossroads to include a grouping of historically 
intact parcels that represent the rural historic nature of Rosemark. 
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Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

• Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

• Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 
Key all photographs to map. 

• Photographs (refer to Tennessee Historical Commission National Register Photo Policy for 
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Photo Log 

Name of Property: Rosemark Historic District 
City or Vicinity: Rosemark 
County: Shelby State: Tennessee 
Photographer: Elizabeth Humphreys and Carroll Van West 
Date Photographed: March 2012 

N/A 
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Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

1 of 54 8501 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (#1). Photographer facing south. 

2 of 54 8501 Kerrville-Rosemark Road ( # 1 ), well house. Photographer facing south. 

3 of 54 8501 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (#1), barn. Photographer facing south. 

4 of 54 8502 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (#2). Photographer facing north. 

5 of 54 8502 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (#2), well house and storage shed. Photographer facing 
northeast. 

6 of 54 8502 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (#2), landscape. Photographer facing north. 

7 of 54 8536 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (#3). Photographer facing north. 

8 of 54 8562 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (#SA). Photographer facing north. 

9 of 54 8583 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (#6). Photographer facing south. 

10 of 54 8591 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (#7 A). Photographer facing southwest. 

11 of 54 8591 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (#7A), fuel tank. Photographer facing southwest. 

12 of 54 8591 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (#7A), stock barn. Photographer facing southwest. 

13 of 54 8591 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (#7 A), slaughterhouse. Photographer facing south. 

14 of 54 8591 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (#7 A), slaughterhouse interior. Photographer facing north. 

15 of 54 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (#7B), agricultural landscape. Photographer facing southwest. 

16 of 54 First Presbyterian Church, 8582 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (#8A). Photographer facing north. 
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17 of 54 First Presbyterian Church (#8A). Photographer facing northwest. 

18 of 54 8605 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (#9). Photographer facing southwest. 

19 of 54 8620 Kerrville-Rosemark Road ( # 1 0). Photographer facing north. 

20 of 54 8627 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (#11). Photographer facing south. 

21 of 54 8659 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (#13A). Photographer facing southeast. 

22 of 54 8685 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (#14). Photographer facing south. 

23 of 54 8685 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (#14), servant dwelling. Photographer facing southeast. 

24 of 54 Millington Telephone Company, 8741 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (#16). Photographer facing 
southwest. 

25 of 54 8760 Kerrville-Rosemark Road (#17). Photographer facing north. 

26 of 54 8519 Rosemark Road ( # 18). Photographer facing west. 

27 of 54 8531 Rosemark Road (#19). Photographer facing west. 

28 of 54 8531 Rosemark Road (#19), view toward outbuilding. Photographer facing west. 

29 of 54 8547 Rosemark Road (#20). Photographer facing southwest. 

30 of 54 8569 Rosemark Road (#21). Photographer facing west. 

31 of 54 8584 Rosemark Road (#22), agricultural landscape. Photographer facing southeast. 

32 of 54 8589 Rosemark Road (#23). Photographer facing southwest. 

33 of 54 8589 Rosemark Road (#23), cookhouse/servant's dwelling. Photographer facing west. 

34 of 54 8608 Rosemark Road (#25). Photographer facing east. 

35 of 54 Moore Brothers Gin, 8617 Rosemark Road (#26A) toward Moore Brothers Warehouse 
(#26B). Photographer facing southwest. 

36 of 54 Moore Brothers Gin, Lint House (#26A). Photographer facing southeast. 
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37 of 54 8626 Rosemark Road (#27). Photographer facing northeast. 

38 of 54 8637 Rosemark Road (#28). Photographer facing southwest. 

39 of 54 Richland Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, 8658 Rosemark Road (#29). 
Photographer facing east. 

40 of 54 8671 Rosemark Road (#30). Photographer facing west. 

41 of 54 Tipton-Rosemark Academy, 867 4 Rosemark Road ( #31 ), Gymnasium. Photographer facing 
southeast. 

42 of 54 Tipton-Rosemark Academy, c. 1950 school building. Photographer facing east. 

43 of 54 8703 Rosemark Road (#32). Photographer facing west. 

44 of 54 8703 Rosemark Road (#32), Farm Office. Photographer facing southeast. 

45 of 54 8703 Rosemark Road (#32), Barn. Photographer facing southeast. 

46 of 54 8703 Rosemark Road (#32), Tenant House. Photographer facing southwest. 

47 of 54 8717 Rosemark Road (#33) and 8727 Rosemark Road (#34). Photographer facing northwest. 

48 of 54 Richland Lodge #748, 8736 Rosemark Road (#35). Photographer facing east. 

49 of 54 View of agricultural landscape toward northwest intersection of Rosemark Road and Kerrville 
Rosemark Road. Photographer facing northeast. 

50 of 54 Southeast intersection of Rosemark Road and Kerrville-Rosemark Road. Photographer facing 
southeast. 

51 of 54 Northeast intersection ofRosemark Road and Kerrville-Rosemark Road. Photographer facing 
northeast. 

52 of 54 View ofKerrville-Rosemark Road. Photographer facing east. 

53 of 54 View of Rosemark Road. Photographer facing north. 

54 of 54 View of intersection of Rosemark Road and State Route 14/ Austin Peay Highway at south end 
of district. Photographer facing south. 
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