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Honor America’s Veterans in the National Parks of New York Harbor

NEW YORK, N.Y. – Americans have always answered their country’s call to duty and fought no matter what the cause or reason for the war. The events of these wars and the people that fought and died for this country are valued by all Americans as links to our common heritage and our growth as a nation.  Many of the places where they served and fought are today commemorated in areas managed by the National Park Service.

All military personnel, past and present, and their families will receive free admittance to any of the country’s 391 National Park Service sites on Tuesday, November 11, 2008 in honor of Veteran’s Day. The fee waiver applies to entrance fees only.  

“I invite everyone to visit our many national parks that preserve and commemorate the sacrifices and achievements of the men and women who have fought in America’s wars,” said Mary A. Bomar, Director of the National Park Service. “On Veteran’s Day, and every day, what better way to learn about the hallowed places preserved in the National Park System and to honor the sacrifices of our veterans, than by visiting a national park.”

The National Park Service has the honor of preserving many battlefields, military parks, and historic sites that commemorate and honor the service of American veterans.  Several of those sites are in the New York City metropolitan area, including Castle Clinton National Monument in Battery Park, General Grant National Memorial (known popularly as Grant’s Tomb) in Manhattan, Fort Wadsworth on Staten Island, Fort Tilden in Queens, Floyd Bennett Field in Brooklyn, Fort Hancock in Sandy Hook, N.J., and, though currently closed for the winter, Fort Jay and Castle Williams on Governors Island.
Two Days of Special Programming in the National Parks of New York Harbor

WHEN: 
Monday, Nov. 10, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

WHERE: 
Castle Clinton National Monument in Battery Park

WHAT:
U.S. Air Force Academy’s Falconry Program

WEB:
http://goairforcefalcons.cstv.com/school-bio/mascot.html
-- MORE --

WHEN:
Tuesday, Nov. 11, all day

WHERE:
General Grant National Memorial, 122nd Street and Riverside, Manhattan

WHAT:
Veterans Day commemoration with living history displays and demonstrations 
illustrating the evolution of the American Army during the 19th century. The 
memorial is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

WEB:
www.nps.gov/gegr
To learn more about many of the special places managed by the National Park Service log onto the Honor America’s Veterans at Battlefields and Military Park Preserved in the National Park System website at: http://www.nps.gov/pub_aff/veterans/honor.htm. In addition to a list of national park sites, the web site includes information and web links to books and documents related to the theme of battlefields and military parks.
About The National Parks of New York Harbor 

The National Parks of New York Harbor helps coordinate 10 National Parks with 23 unique destinations in New York City and northern New Jersey. The National Parks of New York Harbor includes nearly 27,000 acres and welcomes more than 12 million visitors each year. 

The parks offer year-round public programs, curriculum-based education, recreational opportunities, natural habitats, historic buildings and museum collections. There are also many opportunities to become involved in volunteer and stewardship activities.
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