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Passing the Torch - Youth Week 2008
New York, NY – The African Burial Ground will host Youth Week 2008 Sunday, Oct. 5 through Saturday, Oct. 11.  The events will take place at the African Burial Ground National Monument, which is centrally located on the first floor of the Ted Weiss Federal Building at 290 Broadway in Manhattan.  The week’s programs will focus on educating youth about the crucial role free and enslaved Africans played in the development of New York during the 17th and 18th centuries.  All events are free however reservations are required for all Youth Week programs and programs will be handled on a first-come, first serve basis.  Reservation forms are available online at www.nps.gov/afbg or by calling (212) 637-1995.
New York City’s African Burial Ground-the final resting place of an estimated 15,000 enslaved and free African men, women, and children who lived during the 17th and 18th centuries is widely acknowledged as one of America’s most significant archaeological finds of the 20th Century.
The site in lower Manhattan is one, among few U.S. landmarks that memorialize the struggles of Africans forcefully brought here and so many others of African descent who have endured the injustices of slavery, segregation, and discrimination.  The rediscovery of the African Burial Ground in 1991 offers teachings that begin to reveal long buried chapters regarding the contributions of Africans to New York City and American history.
In honor of Youth Week, the African Burial Ground National Monument will offer extended evening hours at the outdoor memorial until 6:30pm throughout the week.

PROGRAMS FOR YOUTH WEEK
Family friendly programming —Sunday, Oct. 5 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
The program will open with a Libation. The day’s events will feature the young people of the Uptown Dance Academy delivering a moving and expressive performance; the phenomenal June E Townes & Gospera will present the traditions of African American sacred music; the Redhawk Native American Dance Company will demonstrate music and dance of Native American Nations; and the internationally renowned Something Positive will present an exciting closing performance. The walking tour A Broader View: Exploring the African Presence in Early New York will also be offered.

School and Youth Group programming — Monday-Friday Oct. 6-10
A Broader View: Exploring the African Presence in Early New York —This walking tour that begins at Federal Hall, 26 Wall Street, and ends at the African Burial Ground highlights the lives, struggles, and accomplishments of enslaved and free Africans.  This walking tour is geared toward high school students. Oct. 6, 11 a.m.; Oct. 7 & 8, 10 a.m.

African Puppet Making Workshop —This program is geared toward middle and high school students. Oct. 6, 10 a.m.; Oct. 10, 10:30 a.m. & 1 p.m.

Waist Beading Workshop —This program is geared toward middle and high school students. Oct. 6, 1 p.m.; Oct. 9, 10 a.m. & noon

Children’s Story Time —This program is geared toward pre-school to third-graders. Oct. 7, 10:30 a.m. & 1 p.m.; Oct. 10, 10 a.m.

Uncovering the Story of the African Burial Ground through Archaeology —this program is geared toward middle school students. Oct. 8, 10 a.m.; Oct. 9, 1:30 p.m.; Oct. 10, 1:30 p.m.

Family friendly programming —Saturday, Oct. 11 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
The day will feature the UMOJA Media Project youth panel discussion, and a special performance and dance workshop by Les Guirivoires.
What:
Youth Week 2008 at African Burial Ground
When:
Saturday, Oct. 5 through Sunday, Oct. 11
Activities:
Walking tours, puppet making workshop, storytime, beading workshop, 
dance performances, archeology program
Contact:
(212) 637-1995

Web:
www.nps.gov/afbg
About African Burial Ground National Monument
From the 1690s until the 1790s, both free and enslaved Africans were buried within a 6.6 acre burial ground in Lower Manhattan, outside the boundaries of the settlement of New Amsterdam, later known as New York. Lost to history due to landfill and development, the grounds were rediscovered in 1991 as a consequence of the planned construction of the Ted Weiss Federal Office building, located at 290 Broadway. A memorial at the African Burial Ground National Monument, dedicated in October of 2007, honors the memories of the approximately 15,000 Africans buried within the 6.6 acre boundary of the original cemetery. The visitor center is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday, except for Federal holidays. The memorial, located on the corner of Duane Street and African Burial Ground Way (Elk Street), is open daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. except for Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day.

How to Get There: The African Burial Ground National Monument is located at 290 Broadway, 1st Floor. The 4, 5, 6,R, W, J, M and Z trains (Brooklyn Bridge/City Hall) are one block from the site, the A train is three blocks away (Chambers Street) and the 1 train is 4 blocks away (Chambers Street) and the 2 and 3 trains are 2 blocks away (Park Place). The A, C and E are 3 blocks away (Chambers/World Trade Center). The M15, M22 and B51 City Hall bus routes all terminate within walking distance, and the M1 and M6 South Ferry route passes nearby. Ask the driver for the stop closest to Broadway and Duane Street.
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