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Civil War Weekend at Governors Island
Governors Island, NY – The Civil War will be brought to life on Governors Island this weekend, August 11 and 12. The 119th New York Volunteer Historical Association will recreate garrison life on Governors Island during the Civil War, portraying officers, soldiers and guards in the Regular Army conducting drills, a guard mount and historic weapons demonstrations. The 3rd Alabama will be interpreting the experiences of enlisted Confederate prisoners of war in Castle Williams. Music director Joe Korber’s fife and drum corps will portray the instructors and students of the Governors Island Music School.
Saturday, August 11 & Sunday, August 12, 10:30 to 4:30
Schedule of Events
10:00:

Witness the morning calls (sick, breakfast, officers’) at the Garrison and 
Confederate prisoners being marched to Castle Williams under guard
10:30 - 11:15: 
Historic Weapons Demonstration on the field on the south side of Fort Jay

11:00: 

“Caring for the Confederate Prisoners 1” - Visit with the Union Guards as 
they distribute food rations to Confederate prisoners inside the courtyard of 
Castle Williams

11:25 - 12:25: 

Recruitment Rally followed by the surgeon’s inspection of the new recruits in 
the courtyard of Fort Jay


- 11:25 - 11: 50 for Recruitment Rally


- 11:50- 12:25 for surgeon’s inspection

12:30:
Governors Island Music School Performance the courtyard of Fort Jay
- more -
1:00 – 1:45:
The new recruits learn how to drill and fire a weapon on the field on the south side of Fort Jay

- 1:00 – 1:25   Watch the new recruits get inspected and drilled


- 1:30 – 1:45    Historic Weapons Demonstration

1:00:
“Caring for the Confederate Prisoners 2” - Visit with the ladies from the local aid society as they distribute care packages to the Confederate Prisoners inside the courtyard of Castle Williams

2:00:
“Civil War Prisoners of War,” a walking tour by Park Ranger John Pollicino
on Governors Island as a Civil War prison; begins at Soisson’s Dock 

3:00 - 4:00:  
Historic Weapons Demonstration on the field on the south side of Fort Jay
Saturday only

2:30 – 3:30:
Lecture: “Devil Shall Be My Sergeant: Unmasking the 19th Century


Military History of Governors Island” by Deborah Duerksen; meet in Pershing 
Hall

Sunday only

2:00 
Lecture: “Art, Science and War.” Historical artist James Lancel McElhinney 


will speak about military engineering in the Civil War and its impact on 
coastal fortifications, including Castle Williams and Fort Jay; meet inside the
courtyard of Fort Jay 
2:30 - 3:15:
Lecture: “From Fortress to Families.”  Park Ranger Sarah Moddel discusses 
how Civil War hero General Winfield Scott Hancock modernized Army life 
on Governors Island and made it a place for soldiers and their families; meet


in Pershing Hall

The Governors Island Ferry departs from the Battery Maritime Building, located adjacent to the Staten Island Ferry in Lower Manhattan. For additional information, contact Governors Island National Monument at 212-825-3045 or visit www.nps.gov/gois.
- NPS -
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