Federal Hall National Memorial in Lower Manhattan Hosts New Associated Press Photo Exhibit of American Presidents

New York -- “The American President,” an exhibit of compelling news photos from the Associated Press, will be on view at Federal Hall National Memorial, 26 Wall St., starting April 30. 

The exhibit, set in the rotunda of the National Park Service landmark that stands where George Washington was sworn in as the nation’s first president in 1789, will be on view through the Inauguration of the next president, closing on Jan. 31, 2009. Visiting hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. Admission is free.

The display shows American presidents at war and at ease, in victory and in defeat, confronting national crises and facing personal scandals, running for office and leading the country on the world stage.

Amid the extraordinary voter interest in the 2008 race for the White House, the new exhibit helps illustrate one constant in the ever-shifting media landscape. The coverage of the White House by AP reporters and photographers has been the dominant source of presidential news across the U.S. and around the world. 

“The American President” features a number of the AP’s Pulitzer Prize-winning images, including Paul Vathis’ view of John F. Kennedy conferring gravely with his predecessor, Dwight D. Eisenhower, at Camp David after the unsuccessful Bay of Pigs invasion in 1961; Ron Edmonds’ rapid sequence documenting the 1981 assassination attempt on Ronald Reagan, and White House photos taken by J. Scott Applewhite and others during Bill Clinton’s 1998 impeachment battle.

The more than 80 photos that make up the exhibit underscore the need for the AP photojournalists assigned to cover the White House to always keep their eyes on the president, so they won’t miss those revealing, unexpected moments that could easily dominate thousands of front pages and Web sites around the world.

“The American President” includes memorable shots from the AP Images photo library, which contains more than 10 million film and digital images, and pictures taken in this year’s run for the White House by Senators Hillary Clinton, John McCain and Barack Obama.

For further information, visitors may call 212-825-6888, or go to http://www.nps.gov/feha/.

About The Associated Press

The AP dates its founding to 1846, four years after the current Federal Hall was built, when the heads of six New York newspapers agreed to share the cost of gathering and transmitting by telegraph the news from the Mexican War and other points far from the city. Today, the AP, the world’s largest news organization, is still headquartered in New York and operates 243 bureaus in 97 countries. On any given day, more than half the world's population sees news from AP (www.ap.org).

About Federal Hall National Memorial

In the Colonial era, Federal Hall was the site of New York’s first City Hall. Here John Peter Zenger was jailed, tried, and acquitted of libel for exposing government corruption in his newspaper, an early victory for freedom of the press. It served as the nation’s first capitol from 1789 to 1790. On April 30, 1789, George Washington was sworn in as the first President of the Unites States on Federal Hall’s balcony. The original Federal Hall was torn down in 1812. The current Federal Hall, a National Park Service site, was built in 1842 and served as a U.S. Customs House and the U.S. Sub-Treasury until 1920. Located at 26 Wall Street, directly across from the New York Stock Exchange, Federal Hall now serves as a gateway to New York City and American history, complete with Park Ranger tours and rotating exhibits, such as “The American President.” (www.nps.gov/feha) 

