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OFFICE OFTHE SUPERINTENDENT

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK

CALIFORNIA

January I, 19~0

The Director
National ?=rkServlce

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Direotor~

The £ollo~i~g is a report of the a~tivities in Yosemite
National Park during the month of December, 1929.

O00 .- General

December has been unnsuall¥ clear and warm. One week of rainy
Teather, Decen~er 9th to 16th added ~.4 inches of rain to the season’s
total precipitation. A good blanket of Imrd =rusted snow covers the
high Sierras above the 8,000 foot lev~ snow is found only in patches
below that ~l~itude.

Travel figu~res for the month showed a decided loss as
oomparedwith December of last year. This is undoubtedly due to
the fact that no sno~n~ has ~allen on the Valley floor during the
entire month.

The roads to the M~riposa Grove ~,d Hatch l~tohyhave
been open nearly all of December. The Tioga Road was closed
on Demeter 8th and all oheoklng stations on mountain road= closed
o~tl~t date.

100 - A~inlstratlve
__ 11 ~ --U -

ii0 - Status of Work
_ i t i i _ __

Office= Office work has been~pt praotloally up to date
despite the fact that all temporuryemployees h~ve been separated from
the service and two per~hentv~Anoles - personnel clerk and clerk-
stenographer - have not yet been filled.

~



Const:nAction and Maintenance: With the com~tion
going Jobs- on the ’l~tR of Decem~-er, all construction work was
closed dawn for the winter.

of all

The few permanent men remaining in the Maintenance Divi-
sion have been engaged in necessary winter preparations, mainten-
sacs of water and sewer systems, general repairs, overhauling,
eto°.

120 - Park In specti0ns by:

-
s r, nten.d:nt’

The Superintendent made customary inspections of
ell going Jobs in the high country and on the floor of the Valley.

123 - National Park Service Officers
l J _ _ J [ iL ..... ~...~

Superintendent Sam Woodring, aoeo~:~anied by Mrs.
Woodring, arrived in the Valley December 26th and departed
December 28th.

Superintendent E. O. Sollnsky of Crater Lake Nat’l
Park and Special Representative F.J. Solinsky arrived in Yosemite
December Slat in connection with timber and land exchanges. They
departed the follc~ving day.

1SO - Flnanoe and Accounts
,m ,, , i, i i ii

The following is a statement of the status of the
various appropriations handled by the Park:

Appropriation

Nat’l Park Service 1929-50

Roads & Trails, Nat’l Park Serv.

Allotment

$ 585,476.78

1,825,967.68

Expended &
Obligated

$ 54S,7S6.60

1,754,827.0~

Unencumbered
Balance

$21~740.18

71,140.68

%
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140 - Labor Si~tion

A comparatively small amount of labor has been needed
during the month due to curtailment of all but the most essential
aotivitles.

150 - Equipment - and Supplies

No n~v equipment or supplies received during December.

160 - Status of Alienated Lands

Nothing new to report.

170 - Plan,s, Maps, and Surveys:

Associate Engineer A. E. Cowell made plane table surveys
of the Mirror Lake and Happy Isles Parking areas and brought the
1 inch to 200 foot maps up to date by adding to them these and the
Camp Curry Perking area layout as well as the winter camp ground°

A resurvey of the Degnan property~as made by Mr. Hilton,
permanent monuments were placed and the plat tracin~ prepared for
approval. Establishment of the Yosemite Park and Curry Company
property lines is necessary before their surveys can be started.

200 - Maintenance, Improvements, and New Construotionn

210 - Maintenance

All maintenance work was cut to the very minimum during
December, all work being accomplished by the few permanent men
remainin~ during the winter.

220 - Improvements

Roads and Trails

No work was done on roads or trails except to keep them
free of slides and rocks.

S_anitation, Water and Sewer Dept.

The Valley water supply crisis was broken by the first
rain of the season, December 7th. It was also necessar#~to place
the Glacier Point water system in operation for a fe~ days to
insure an adequate supply for the wi~er months. The usual small

repairs were made to the water and sewer system.

Carpenter Shop

Work has been out to a minimum in this Department, only
the most urgent repairs receiving attention.

/,



Engineering Department:

The Engineering Department supervised the completion
of the Superintendent,s new residenee, the Vernal Fails Bridge,
and many other small jobs incidental to closing down operations
for the winter.

-
.Eleetrioa!~ De,,part.ment:

All electrical equipment, including the wiring and ser-
vfce cormections have been completed on the Superintendent,s nov

residence; several new transformers were installed; the comfort
st~tio~ near the toboggan slide was equipped with heaters to
prevent it from freezing~andvarious maintenance Jobs were taken
care of by this department. Lightnin~ and wind caused an inter-
ruption in the electrical service twice during the month.

~ehine Shop:

Overhauling of equipment was continued throughout December
by the machinists. Two snow plows were put in readiness for the
first delayed snowfall and one plow was ~de avail~ble for foot
path clearance. It was also necessary for the mechanical depart-
ment to remove the Pelton turbine from its foundation in the
Power ~ouse and ship the scroll to San Francisco for repairing.
This turbine was broken due to vibration or water hammer.

.S.anitation Dep,lrtment.

The usual repairs and maintenance were made to the
water system; employees, residences were drained when they
were absent on annual leave; due to shortage of help no work has
been done in cleaning of sewer lines.

2~0 - New Construction

The new hospital was put into operation on December 21,
whenDr. Hartley G. Dewey took over his new duties as medical
officer of Yosemite Park.

The new superintendent,s residence was completed and
is no~ occupied.

Vernal Falls Bridge was completed on December 9th with
the exception of the center guard rail and all men ~rking on
the structure laid off.



W+ won Ro,,d cze r ,

Three thousand feet on the third unit wer~ cleared and
five thousand feet of burning was completed ~n the fourth untt.
The camp was dismantled on "the 18th of December.

240 - Improvement of Approaches to the Park

The State construction work has been discontinued on
approach roads to the Park; h~vever, all of the roads are in
exceptionally fine condition.

260 - Le~idsoapin£
i II i I u

The entrance road to the Superintendent.s residence
wee considerably narrowed and made less conspicuous, adding
greatly to the landscape appearance at that point.

Mr. John Wosky, Landscape Architect, returned to the
San Francisco office on December 16.

500 - Activities of other agencies in the P,~rk

310 - Public Service Constraotors
_ ui , ..... - : u~_

Best’s, Boyesen’s~ and Foley’s photographic studios were
open daily throughout the month.

The Yosemite Park and Curry Company have completed their
new %oboggan and lee’rink. The rink is now in use and greatly
enjoyed by enthusiastic skaters; the toboggan is not faring so
well due to lack of snow.

The Company reports a 25% decrease in houseoounts during
December because of the fact t~mt no snow has fallen.

/

520 - Cooperating Governmental Agenci?~s

Reconstruction work on the Wawona Road being done under
the Supervision of the Bureau of Public Roads was closed down
this month and all employees of the B.P.R. moved to their San
Francisco and Oakland headquarters.

400 - Flora, Fauna ,+ .+and Natural Phenomena

410 - Ranger, Naturalist~ and Guide Service:

All rangers reported back from annual leave by the first
week of December. With the arrival of the first snow sto~n in
the. high country on December 8th all the fire patrol Fords and all
checking rangers were brought in and the stations closed for the
winter. Snow patrol cabins were stocked with food supplies and

....... k



blankets. Rangers have also assisted in overhauling of fire
equipment and preparations for the Winter sports at "Ash Can
Alley". Fourteen permanent r~mgers and one temporary man Were
on duty throughout December.

Naturalist and Guide Service

Due to the absence of the Asst. Park Naturalist, Park
Naturalist, Harwell, was on duty throughout December alone.
Field ~aturalist, Carl P. Russell, was at Yosemite Deoe,~er Ist
to 16th; he devoted this time to research at the Museum on the
early history of Yosemite.

Lectures have been arranged at Yosemite Lodge on Wednes-
day and Friday evenings. Many of the Park visitors show great
enthusiasm in these interesting and educational lectures.

8:00 p.m~The ~seum has been kept open daily from 8:00 a.m. to

440 - Insect Control
i , __

No work done during December.

460 - Birds

A Pacific Loon was observed in the Mereed River
December 6th to lOth. This is the first record of this bird for
Yosemite.

A Golden Eagle Was seen soaring above the north wall
of the canyon below El Capitan December 27th. One of these birds
has been seen on several occasions above the Arch Rook Checking
Station.

California Woodpeckers and Blueufronted Jays are Very
common ~Lbout the Valley floor.

470 - Animals

Bears have ceased their depredations and have
peacefully gone into hibernation. While a very few have been seen
about the Valley, they seem to all be on the strictest diet.
Even tempting sweets were refused by these animals.

Although the weather for the month has been mild,
the deer above the rim have moved down to lower and warmer ridges.

Coyotes have been rather numerous in the vicinity of
Glacier Point and are frequently heard during the night.

A California Wildcat was struck and killed by an automobile
in the vicinity of El Capitan December 22.

2~
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This animal enjoys the distinction of being the first "bob-cat"
casualty on record in Yosemite National Park.

500 - Use of PF~rk Facilities by the Public

Although travel to the Park has been very light during
the month, those using the new winter camp gro~d have been very
appreciative of the conveniences offered there.

The new ice rink at Camp Curry, which is in excellent
condition now, due to cold weather and lack of snow, is being
well patronized. ,..

510 - Increase or Decrease in Travel

6,470 visitors entered Yosemite Park during December
1929 compared with 9,?57 during December 1928 -- a loss of 8,287
people or 3~.7%. This loss intravel is prabably entirely due to
lack ~f snowfall during the month. Every week has shown a loss
in travel, the weekly percentage lessees being 4%, 10%, 26%and

520 - General Weather Conditions

This is the only year, with the exceptions of 1910
and 19!? that no sn~v has fallen in the Valley up to the first of
January. The snowfall to date last year was 17 inches; normal to
date 24 inches. Minimum temperature during the month was 88 degrees,
maximum 65 degrees. A total rainfall of 3.4 inches fell during the
week, December 9th to 16th.

540 - Visitors
L

Mr. ~nneth Durant, Russian News Service representa-

tive was an interested visitor in Yosemite December 9th and IOth.

On December let Park Naturalis~ Edwin MoKee of Grand
Canyon accompanied by his mother, Dorr G. Yea~er of Yellowstone
accompanied by his wife, and Dr. George C. Ruhls of Glacier Park
arrived for a three day visit. At the suggestion of Chief Naturalist
Hall, they came from the Conference of Pnrk Naturalists at
Berkeley to study the Yosemite educational program=

Mr. Frederic Kemnard, Associate Director ’of the
Museum of Vertebrate Zoology at Harvard University was a visitor
to Yosemite December 7th, 8th and 9th.

Field Naturalist Mr. Joseph. Dixon arrived December
14th to dtudy deer of the Valley floor.



560 - Fub!i 9 CamPS

The new winter camp ground adequately oared for all
tourists who wished to set up their own camps.

600 - Protection
’L .J L J I I I

610 - Pollee Protection
i, ....

¯ December was a very quiet month despite the holiday
season. No arrests were made during the month.

620 - Fire Protection

On December 19th the oil pump back of Yosemite Lodge
caught fire; it was quickly extinguished without serious damage.

630 - Accidents
I J I [ i|

l~one

640 -Destruction of Predatory Animals

State lion hurter, Mr~ Jay Bruce, has been working near
the Park lines in the vicinity of Crane Flat and Big Meadows. Altho
he has fotmd tracks, he has made no kills.

660 - Sanitation

Analyses of water samples taken during December have
been entirely satisfactory. Milk samples were not taken.

900 - Miscellaneous

Church Services

Protestant church services were held each Sunday in

the chapel. Cstholic services which have for the past several weeks
been held in the Government pavillonwill not be conducted in the
chapel each Sunday at nine o’clock.

Medical Service

Through the courtesy of the Commanding Officer Of the
Presidio, Major Mackie of the Letterman Hospital took over the
Yosemite medical service for a short time in December. He was later
relieved by Lieutenant Pruitt, also of Letterman hospital, who
remained on duty until the arrival of Dr. Hartley G. Dewey, then~w
Park medical officer, December 19th. The old hospital was aband-
oned December 21st when all equipment was moved to the newly con-
strueted hospital - a very modern and well equipped building of
which we are Justly proud.

{ ’i



A total of 187 office calls and 32 house calls were
handled by the medical s%aff during December. There were 19
minor opera,ions performed.

Dr. G. A. Hunt, Who has been in charge cf the Yosemite
hospital during the past three years, left the Service on
December 5.

In a i~rther effort to keep the All-Year Road entirely
free of rock slides, a light Ford delivery truck has been assigned
to the Arch Rock checking station for the balance of the winter
season. The rangers on duty at this station will thus be ~ble
to remove many rocks from the road which otherwise would have to
be removed by men sent from headquarters.

~r several weeks rumors have been prevalent that the
Richfield Oil Company had leased the Cascade holdings (within the
Park boundary) and intended to erect a service station on the site.
These rumors were substantiated by the discovery cf a survey
party in that vlcinity~, The men were brought to headquarters
and the Richfield officials in Neroed notified that they would
not be permitted to erect a service station within the Parka
After a personal discussion of the situation with the ~uperintendent

this Company has decided to withdraw their porJect in this vicinity.

Mr. A. T. keen arrived at the end of the month to take
over the duties of warehouseman by transfer from his Chief Clerk-
shio at Crater Lak~

The Yosemite Park and Curry Company has suffered heavy
financial losses through the lack of snow and consequent falling
off of patronage; winter sports have received something of a set-
back in this entire region this year. We understand that at Lake
Tahoe there were only twenty-three guests at Christmas time and
that they have closed the hotel temporarily.

Finally, ~t has been a very busy and difficult month
due, to some degree, to the absence of so many employees on leave.

Very respectf~lly,

EB Superintendent

)
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UNITED STATES
OEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL" PARK SERVICE

TRAVEL REPORT

This
This Travel
Month Year

This Last Increase for
Month Travel Travel Year
Last Year Oat ~ ~_ j;~_D’~_~% o

Per centTo Date Year To Date

PRIVATE TRANSPORTATION:

Cars first entry ..... .. ,!, 9g.9

t
Cars reentry 1~08e o o i ¯ ¯ ¯ ¯ o i e ’ ’~ ¯

1 tgetoreycles ......... ~.
I

Total motor vehicles.. .I,

Persons entering via motor
vehicles ............

Persons entering via other
private transportation..

Total persons entering v~a
private transportation...

OTHER TRANSPORTATION"

Persons entering via stages ,

Persons entering via, trains .~.

4019

5159

Persons entering otherwise. ,

Total other transp’ortation,

GRAND TOTAL ALL VISITORS. ,

(

q’l 9 ~

|

t
[

2.. :? *~ ":

[

! 1451 , 3711

i ’

Number

3O8

5O.4 I0o~ %

447

~ 2qll i 83~0
t

~¢~’

r

3? ; ~.~2;50 .:,I "

¯ I

i !2941
i

III~ 181

64?0

, ioo I 30!
913

’ t I24~7 .........

I

¯ ’*" , ~SV’ peeple)De{;,rease in. vi~;itors for the ~lcnth o£ Deoemb~r,,,~,,~ 83o7 % (3a
i .....

.... - .... This Last Increase
Year Year

Number I Per cent

Automobiles in pub].ic camps during month .....
Campers in public camps during mo~h , ¯ , , ¯ . .



UNITED STATES
]IRPART~ENT OF T~E INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARE SERVI~E

STATUS OF PERSONNEL

Yosemite Natlonal Park for the month of December, 1929

. _ =--- ........ _. -- _ . ........

....... Thls.~Io~th~-
-,, This ~onth t~8~ Year

....... . o .

Number of employees beginning of month
Number of addi~iaus

Total

Humber of separatlons

Nk~mber of employees close of month

112
L

139 115

........~6 ...... ......... !3.
w~L_

93 lO2

Number of promotions during month
0 1

Aggre~te amount of annual leave ta~n
Aggregate am~nt of sick leave taken
Aggre~te amount of leave without pay 26

31



10-160 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

REPORT OF PARE REVENUES

Tosomlte National Park for the Month of .................. ~..e.~.e~b.er..J]~:. .............

I This I Last
Year Year

Park revenue on hand beginning of month, . .......

Received, . ............

Total, ..................

Remitted,. ................... .___~

On hand close of month,¯ ..... ~m~o

Park revenues received this year to date..

Park revenues received last year to date,

!

Per cent o~i~~ De or.ease ............

......  .151499. 6

, 15S615.88



10-181 UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERViCE~

REPORT OF SALES OF PUBLICATIONS

Deeem~er 1929

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS:

Number I Vaiue

On hand beginning of month, e e e ¯ ¯ ,
$ SOT.2S

Received during month, ..........
30,00

Total, .................
3S7.2~

Sold during month, ........ ~9.60

On harld at close of month, . 29?.76

NON-GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS:

On hand beginning of month,

Received during month, ..... ,. , , ..............................................~_~ . ~

Total, ......... , .....

Sold during month, .........

On hand at close of’ month, .....

Cash o~] hand beginning of month, ....

Sales during month, .........

Total, ..................

Remitted during month,

Balance, . . 926.~0



10-162
....... .% ~..; .’.; ¯ ." , , .£ L

"’/i: ’: ,’..:","7 ! ,.:UNITED :,’STATES ’". ...... : :;’U’""..:.’.
DEPART, M:EN..:T. QF,,,:.:THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

REPORT OF TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH BUS INES~

Yo~.te - .-,,. .’.::.~’i..’ . ..... .. " " ’
................................................. Na, tion~!. Park for the Month of 1)eo~b~r 1929

I : r This 1 .... : I : 1
I ~his:.. f -..Mon.~!~:-.l Increase, Percent,. I

__. " ..............--_"~!___MO.nth I LaSt YearI I Increase I

LOCAL BUSINESS -
¯ ,...

Miles of circuit maintained, , , .
No. of telephones eonnectedi~. , , ,

,’

No. Of measu;:ed servlce calls, .....
No. Of other loc~l calls, . ,
Total No. of local c~ll~,.: . ....
Pe~k load in calls per day,

aO0 1/9 + ~1 + 11
g13 222 ÷ 1~1 ÷ 8~
26S ~13 * 50 ¢~6

2?528 ~09~6 -3~8 -11
1~4A 1853 ~41E _ ~2

............... , ¯ . . ..... .. :: ¯ ..,, .

Receipts from measured service call:s,

" " coin boxes, ......
" " telephone rent~l, .....

... . . j

TOTAL RECEIPTS

............ WI_,. .~ 7,
50NG DISTANC~ BUS,,NES8

~Io. Outbound c~lls~ ........
~o, Inbound calls, , ,

TOTAL LONG DISTANCE CALLS

~8 4~8 ÷ ~ .b 0?,94 ’ 88~. . ............................................_...~o ...............~ ......
¯ ~6~ 819 - 6Y -

~eceipts from Long Biota, rice business,

TELEGRAPH¯ BUSINES~
. . . :.

Messages via Western Union, .....
~essages via : : .....

TOTAL MESSAGES

............ ,..... ’ ’ ~0~o of m6ne:>~ tr,~n~fe, r ~e~sage$,: .... $9.88 12.~7
" " " " receipts, , , ,

::..,,: .., ,i,,: i.#~,o.n $ n~.~. . ... ’.: :’,:- .
TOTAL RECEIPTS TELEPHONE & TELEGRAPHDEP, TS ....

. 1~ 1828 - 108 .
, ..m ~a - ~9 - eo

¯ ........ .°° ....... o.~°.. °,°,,.,, o ...... ,.o ............... ., ...,, ,...o....,..

t4~1 .......~-.. l~’t~ ....., :~0 .... , 8’ ......

"$28.88 -~
- =. -16
- .".. 89 -£0



10"163

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

/

*ELECTRICITY GENERATED, SOLD, USED, ETC.

.......... :...T~s-emi~e .............................
National Park for the Month of ......... Deoember...1929.. .......

" [ I This I This I Last I Increase for

Current generated, ...... I?,19OO 3073570 147615 2921530 ~-152060

I This I Travel I Month I Travel I
Travel Year

I Month I Year I Last I Year I
ITo DateI Year I To Date I Number I Percent

Sold to park operators, . . , 9105 876489 -- 795394 +81095 + i0

Sold to others, ...... 2600 1282800 14OO 1340600 - 57800 -- 4

Furnished to ether Governmental
agencies, .........

Used by National Park Service,
lost in transit, etc.,

Total current generated,

1867T 40147 16140 41089 -- 941 ~ 2

Amount receivable from the sale of electrfcity, ......... $ ...... 97;58 ..... ~ ........

* Indicated by K. W. H.

~. J. L. & P, Corp. 594782Purohase, i from ’~"

/

i ’4¯a
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Form A

,
/

SLU!gfARY OF EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

-@~rk-------
Stction or Park

For month ending nmomm1~a_. St_, 19._

......... ....’
.... k

Place
.... ..... ] i
¯ Fie].d Trips Lectures|i,;gAseum Publicmtions,j

Total Pa~

Persons Visitors

No. IAttend. No. a Art. Att. ITo. Sales Served During
Period

.o,

YO| ̄  LOd~O I
I

v t
i

L

t
I

,, l~n~r

I

18
l

i
U,~mm I 4OOO K1 =1, w~wW

$i~ Moz~LmL I I

.ew 2 ’ 4,R
5 I

L__J I ¯ t
’T _37_

t l
I

I
t I
I I

I

I
i

i

.o

I
! I

I

I

l I

Totals ’) 

t

91 gBg g~n~ 192 ~1.14 4547 , 6470~

Gene r~l i~.(erno r a nd~

S~bmitted ]~}~1,._ , 19._~g
Si~ ........

(Title)

¯ {
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OFFICE OF THE 8UPERI NTENDENT

!

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

YOSEM ITE NATIONAL PARK

OALIFORNIA

December 19, 1929

Office Memoranduml

Receipt of Supplies .from |arehouee

F~’ective from ~is date, insofar as practicable ~e
warehouse will deliver all supplies dArect3~ to the Job in-
stead of having the employees aall at the warehouse for the
supplies.

Requisitions for l~pplies should be prepared in dupli-
Cate and left at the warehouse not later than 9 a,m, of the d~
on which delivery is wanted. The duplicate will be priced
and returned to the d~partaent head for his information.

Ordinarily ~here is no excuse for emargency requisitions
but if such need actua~ arises the order should be telephoned
to the warehouse and delivez 7 wall be made at once,

It is desired to reduce the number ef r~lu!sitions to the
minimum. Therefore all employees are earnestly requested to
anticipate their needs and to requisition a weekla supply at
one tame, Small ~rticle~ ~hould be ordered in package lots
whenever practicahle p etc.

The cooperation of all concerned in reducing the warehouse
expenses is respectfull~ requested.

C. G. Thomson
Superintendent



U.8, DEPARTMENT OF T~ IHEERIGR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

YOSEMITE NAT’L PARE~ CALIFORNIA

From-
James V. Lloyd.

ASST. TO ~NS SUPT.

Yosemite, Dec. ¯ --- The fil-st of the ~:inter visitors

reachin~ here for the holidays, have expressed amazement at the

major improvements in the winter sport facilities.

The new 80,000 square foot outdoor ice rink near Camp Curry

comes first in visitor interest. This is the ]~rgest outdoor rink

on the Pacific Coast and was opened with a colorful ceremony

Christnis.s Day. All forms of ice sports c~ be enjoyed on this

huge rink at the same time¯ due to the experienced planning of

E. Des Baillets, winter sport director of the Yosemite ~.:~inter Club¯

¯ ; ’ rwho designed the great rink. It is d lv:~,~ed into three smaller

rinks¯ with a space for the fast and ex~-,iting gs~e of ice hockey~
o,

a general ri~¢ three times larger than any of the indoor rinks in

California, with sm area in the center reserved for figure skating!

and a rink set aside for the Scotch game of curlin~ now being in-

troduced into this state for the first time. During the California

Speed Skating Championship races to be held here on January 24 and

25th~ the whole rink will be turned into an 8-1ape-to-the mile

course. If found necessary¯ a similar plan will be followed during

the Pacific Coast Intercollegiate ~inter c~ames plam~ed here for

February ISp 14 and 15th., with the leading colleges of the Pacific

Coast competing for the beautiful silver trophy recently sponsored

by President Herbert Hoover¯ to encourage the development of winter

sports in Yosemite National Park.



At the 601o, ~i entrance to the skatin~ rink~ our small

attractive buildings of the Northern Scandanavlan ty~ej designed

by E. T. Spencer, are found. These buildings serve as the equip-

merit rental 1~eadquarters, for try-on roo~,~,/rhere the visitors don

their skates and in addition a large c~room for the convenience

of the skaters, will be located close to the rink. The whole area

is brilliantly lighted at night, ~o as to permlt even the playin~ of

match hockey ~amese The Yosemite ~;inter Club team composed of the

best local skaters, is planning both day and night competitions with

visiting hockey teams during the coming winter. Grand stands located

on the north side of the rink seat 600 and will be used priRcipally

during the hockey games and on evenings when the attractive costume

carnivals on ice are scheduled.

In place of the taro track tobo~an slide of last year, this

season finds a four track toboggan illuminated with many colored

lights for night use. With the installation of an improved es-

calator to convey the toboggan and passengers to the top, exper,ts

declare the local slide to be one of the best in the country. Close

to the big toboggan is found Ash Can Alley - where one enjoys a

slide on the top of an ash can lid. Last season more than 9,000

people in a single day, took their slide on Ash Cam Al!ey~ breaking

the local sliding records for all times.

A half-mile ski-joring track has been lald out in Stoneman

Meadow for skl-Joring, and horses trained in this sport are now

available i~ Yosemite, for future sld-Joring races. A small ski

hill has been s~locted and ski enthusiasts can enjoy ski coasting.

Nearby a small sled course is to be maintained for the children.

Sleigh riding is expected to be much more popular this year than

last and the number of horse dravat sleighs and cutters have been

doubled. mg.
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James B. Fritz, well kn@:m do~ team driver of Truckee and his

35 Canadian and }.,~alamute Nmvfoundland does will be available

for visit,ors at all times, There will be t~’to do~ teams operatin~

over a one mile course, in the winter sports area.

One of the most attractive sport events durin~ the coming

winter, will be the six day ski trips into the HiGh Sierra region

of Yosemite, under the guidance of a Swiss expert, Jules Fritsch.

He will leo d the ski-parties up the Tenaya Lake trail to the Sno~

Creek ski lodge on the first d~y; the second will include a jaunt

across the sna, lfields to Tenaya Lake, where a second ski lodge will

be found also providing sleepin~ accommodationsm fuel and food.

The third day will be m~de over the Shay blarHceted Tio~,a Road to

The party will retrace their steps on the fourthTuolumne ITeadmvs.

day.

A trained staff of winter sport exports are n~ available in

Yosemite under the direction of E. Des Baillets. They are Gordon

HooleyD former junior ski champion of Canada; Jules Fritsch, a

ski expert from Switzerland, Ralph De Pfieffer, a well known skating

instructor from Switzerland and Douglas Duffy exhibition figure

skater and hockey coach from Los Angelesb

£
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James Vo Lloyd.

Asst. tO ~he Supt.

YOSEMITE, Dee. , -- The announcement that the first outdoor

speed skatiNG meet held in California is scheduled hero for January

25 and 26th| has created a great interest in the first amateur speed

skating contests to be held in California under the auspices of the

Amateur Skating Union of the United States. E. Des Baillets, Sec-

retary of the recently organized California Skating Association said

today:-

"All of the Eastern and ~iddle West skating associations are

extremely enthusiastic over the first amateur speed skating meet.

The ~iddleAtlantic Assoclation~ the governing body for the State of

N~v York and N~v JersGy; ~und the I~ichigan Skating Association have

already agreed to sponsor the sending of some of their best skaters.

Among the entrants likely to be sent is Irving Jaffe of N~ York,

world’s record speed skating champion for one mile. The Michigan

Skatin~ Association according to word just received from the secretary

of the organization, will send both men and women competitors. From

Canada, the organizing committee is endeavoring to secure Charles I.

Gorman, world record holder and Canadian champion for years."

The Califbrnia Speed Skating Championship races will include

440 and 880 yard dashes, I mile, 2 mile and 6 wile races for seniors,

ladies and back-r~altzOther events will be scheduled for juniors,

skating. Nany skaters from San Francisco, Los Angeles and Seattle

are expected to represent the Pacific Coast in the moot.
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James V. L?

AHt. ~o SuI

-d. U.S. DEFT. 0P TE~ I’ }BIGR

\n~end~ NATIONAL PAt~K 8Bl~
TO~ENITE NA~’IL PAREo CALIFORNIA

~,,.~ -- The son of a screen hero - he will soonY0o~,.,, ,.TEp Dee. p

face real dan~ers daily, while his illustrious Dad will be facing only

the reel hazards of Hollywood| Such is Rinson,~ four ~onth old son of

the famed~ c~u~ine rno~l.e star, }:[in-Tin-Tin,

.Lee Duncanj self described as "(~mer and Friend of Rin-Tin-Tin",

while on looatlon here last s~mer with the popular movie dog, learned

of the difficulty Superintendent C, G. Tho~..~son of Yosemite National

’ Park~ was e:,qjo:,:ienoing in controlling the 65 untamed bears ’living in

Yesemit9 V’~:~,.].eY~ . The bruins persisted in thelr disregard ,P.or "Keep

Out’: ~::.~,~ns posted in the residential and ce.mping areas of the Valley.

A thousand complaints v,,e~"e ~.iled durin~ the su~.~mer, by the visitors

,who enjoyed feeding the be~.rs durin~ the day, but fail to appreciate

their ~nightly visits. The N~.~tional Park Service enlarged the bruins

out,oct dining roo~, t~vo miles west o£ the ca~ping areas and served

more table scraps - still the bear raids eontinued~ Finally Duncan

sought out Superintendent Tho~zson and offered to oresent the National

P~rk Service with one of Rin-Tin-Tin’s sons to educate the Yosemite

bear s ¯
LL I believe the puppy Rinson,"said Duncan", will soon teach the

bears to keep their place. If he takes to his training like Rin-Tin-

Tin, ~che Valley bruins will all be devoting their entire ti~e to eat-

ing and entertaining, in the neighborhood of the outdoor dining; room.

There~ll be no ~.~ore need ’to post keep out signs for the bears]"

Rinson arrived last week. ~lia first encounter with a bear result-

ed in a hasty retreat to the lower end of the Valley on the part of

the bear, Superintendent Thor,~so~ says Rinson is as cool under fire as

Rin-Tin-Tin is in ~ront of a movie oamera~ Prod tu’~ice as effective as

his Dad, when bears form the supporting cast|
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U.S. DEPART~T 0P Ti~ IN~ERI~
NATI.C~AL PARK $ERVIOE

TOSMTF, NATeL PARK~ @ALIFOI~IA

YOSE~.ITE,’ ’~ Dee. , -- Stronge as it may seem, when winter

~, reigns on the south side of Yosemite Valley, a half-mile away

on the north side, "su~.er" holds sway.

The south half of the Valley is hidden from the sun by

Glacier Pointp making it about ten degrees colder than the

north side. This dual climate gives the visitors a choice

of winter sports in the Came Curry region or other forms of

recreation in the Xhwahnee - i~m~t Village area.

Early in December after the sun has disappeared behind

Glacier Point, the ]~ercod River freezes mud visitors enjoy ice

skating on the south side while others in the northern area

shed their warm wraps. During December, January and February, the

entire south side is shaded from the sun, making conditions ideal

for winter sports.

The "Dr Je1~yl and i,!r I~yde" climate of Yosemite Valley is a
" ’ @ ’C

great benefit to the thousands of winter sport enthusiasts.

Follovlino~ a morning spent in the winter sport zone, they return

to the north side to enjoy in the ~rm rays of Old Sol.
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U,8. DEP~TMENT OF THE I~TERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
TOSEMI~E NATeL PARK o CAL.

,..,~., YOSEIiITE, Dec° , -- The Yosemite i:useum is in receipt of

a Thomas IIill painting of l~evada Falls from Stephen T. ~.’ather,
e

former director of the 1~atioual Park Service. Hill wL~s an early

day Yosemite artist and his pictures are highly prized.

00-00

YOSE]~ITE, Dee. , -- The memory of ,’~lli,, .................... ......... "

a fallen monarch of the !viariposa Grove of Bi~ Trees is to be per-

¯ petuated. Supervisor Frank B. ~ing has removed several slabs from

the toppled Giant and brought them to the Valley where they will

be made into tables and benches for the Yosemite ~;!useum.

00-00

YOSEI.ilTE, Dee. o "- The Yosemite ~;iuseum is to have a new

pair of old shoes. Theodore J. Hoover, brother of President

Herbert Hoover a~Id Dean of I Iinin~ Colle~e at ~tanford University

Ims presented a pair of ox shoes used in the early days at B odie.

00-00

YOSEMITE, Dec. , -- A beautiful specimen of rose quartz

from Cold Liountain was contributed to the Yosemite Museum by

William Colby, Secretary of the Sierra Clubj during the past monthj

according to Pazk Naturalist Bert Ha~ell.

00-00
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Yosemite, Deco , -- Stephen T. l~rather, former Director

of the National ~ Park Service, in a recent letter to Superintendent

C. G. Thomson of Yosemite, said he had i~proved sufficiently from

his recent illness to permit a trip from the ],~ather ho~e estate at

,, Darien, Conn,~ to his Chica~o home for the Christmas period,

~ther’s letter also conveyed the oheerin~ news that after the holi-

days he planned to come to Californiaj his native state.

i.

Yosemite, Dec. , -- Steps have recently been taken by Park

Superintendent C. G. Thomson, to preserve t~,;o famous trees in Yose-

mite. Oriel the Giant Yellow Pine, on the south side of Yosemite

Valley, was suffering from too much popularity, l iotorists fre-

quently drove their automobiles too close to the tree, so that the

sell around its base, became closely packed. During t1~e past month,

the soil covering the tree’s roots, ~as loosened and rich dirt added.

The former road leading to the tree, was relocated as a further pro-

tection against injury to the root system from automobiles.

The second tree, the wind-blova% Jeffery

Pine on top of Sentinel Dome, near Glacier Point! ho~d its exposed

roots covered with humus and granite sand. Every effort will now

be made to restrain visitors from climbing into and carvingj the

weather-beaten old tree. The Educational Department of the National

Park Service, plans to maintain a register near the tree for vis-

itors desiring to leave their names behind.
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Yosemite ~ Dee.

U. 8. DI~ARTI~SNT OP T~ I}~.TERI~
NATIONAL P~.RK SE~IOE,

YOSEMITE NATeL .P~RK~ ~ALIF.

-- Superintendent C. Go Thomson today

announced all automobile permits purchased while entering Yose-

mite National Park this month, would be classed as 19~0 permits.

This actiono he explained, enabled motorists to enter Yeses/to

during the present month with either ~929 or 1930 license plate’s

and secure an automobile penni good throughout 1930.

Yosemite, Dec. , -- Gray squirrels are returning to the

park after an absence of five yearso Park No.turalist Bert Ha~Tell

reports the friendly little gray fellows~ as having been seen near

E1 Capitan, at Cascades and along the Wmvona Road. The gray

squirrel population was wiped out by some strange ~alady, five

years ago and the recent arrivals in the parkj probably represent

squirrels fron l~’ter elevations, who have worked up into Y~semite.

Yosemite, Dee. , -- The Tule elk herd in the paddock lo-

cated on the floor of Yosemite Valley, now consists of ~enty-one

animals. The "sultan elk" or leader of the herd~ exercises ewry

care~ in keeping the remaining eight bull elks, separated from the

nine cows and three calves.

Yosemite~ Dec. , -- Several Califo~’nia gray foxes were re-

cently seen on the floor of Yosemite Valleyo Ranger Gerald i[ernin

reported ~.ro of the foxes in the vicinity of ~irror Lake.
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NATIO~%L PARK SE~IOE

Yosemite, Dec, 6 ~ S~nta Claus will agaln, , be ~n in~rlted

guest at the old fashioned EnGlish dinner party to be ~:ivon at the

2d~valu~ee, under the direction of Ansel E. !~d~s, ~alented pianist

of San FranciScO, This will be the third successive time the Squire

Bracebridge hol~.day party has been produced here~ w~th the partlcl-

pants carefully foll~’¢ing out the story, "Christ~s~ as first Dub-

fished by WashinGton Irving in 1819,

The members of Squire Braoebridge’s party will

be seated on a dias built at the west end of the spacious Ahwahnee

dining hall. Early day English carols will be sung to entertain

the Bracebridge family and theiz 400 invited guests h~ the dinnerl

as costumed servitors enter the great dining hall, bearing large

trays of choice Christmas foods, At the oouclusion of the dinner,

the Bracebridge party adhereing to early day customs, will lead their

guests to the reception room ~:thore a series of Christmas entertain-

ments will follow. ~zs. E. Des Bailicts and 1.[essrs. Don Tresidder

and Iio H, floss are members of the Bracebridge family,

Yosemite~ Dec~ , .. Superintendent C, G, Thomson has approved

a joint survey of the park sna,~fields during the coming wintero The

l,latioual Park Service re.ngers will cooperate with the State Water

Division in seourln~ snow data that is considered of major import-

ante to all California interests. R~ngers under Chief Ranger F. S,

Tm~nsloy are na~z stocking the park outpost stations with supplies

for winter use by sn~.’~ measuring parties, skiing along the ~<~eroed

and Tuolumne River ~atersheds.

r,
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Yosen~te~ Dec.

@.@. DEFAR2MENT aF T}~ I~T~I~R
NATIONAL }’ARK SERVIOE

YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK

¯ -- J. F. M~i:oKenzie, University of California;

Arnold Eddy, University Of Southern California; So ~r. Cunninghan~

University of California at Los Angeles and E. Des Baillets, Winter

Sports Director of the Yosemite ~Vinter Club; have been named as a

committee of four to govern the first Pacific Coast Intercol2egiate

Winter Sport I:leet, to be held here on February IS - 18the inclusive;

for the President Hoover Cup. Sketches have already been re~ived

from many Ja~telers throughout the country, offering their design for

one of the most coveted trophiesp to be awarded at intercollegiate

meets next yeare

Hockey, speed skatin~ ski races and other winter sport games

will be on the program of the first Pacific Coast Intercollegiate

Winter Sport Games. These events will be governed by the same rules

as the IntercolleGiate Winter Sports Union of the Eastern States.

The University of Californiae University of Southern California and

the University of California at Los Angeles, have already signed up

for the coming mee%~ with negotiations now being carried on to have

St. ~ry’s and Occidental Collo~es likewise enter the competitions.

AlthouGh all other colleges in the Pacific Coast Conference have been

invltod to participate, there is little chance of any colleges out-

side of California taking part in the moot this yearo 0re,on and

Washington teams are without the services of an ice rink at this time,

and Idaho and ~ontana will be unable to make the journey to Calif-

ornia this yeare according to word just received from these collogoso

r
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