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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This structure is two stories above a raised basement. Roof is hipped 
and a double-tiered porch is located over an arcaded basement. Facade 
is seven bays wide. Gothic windows, clustered columns, and the end 
pavilions with pointed arches all add to the building's subtle Gothic 
appearance. Even the double-tiered porch railing follows a medieval 
motif. It resembles the stained glass window tracery associated with 
the Gothic style. Main entrance door has large fanlight and sidelights. 
Only first floor windows are pointed.

Each of the three floors originally had two rooms centered by a hall 
with a concrete interior stairway.

The building was originally double its present size, with two long 
wings projecting from the rear; these were removed because of extensive 
fire damage before the building was restored.

The high-walled steps located on either end of the facade approach the 
building frontally, passing through the end pavilions.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Robert Mills, the well-known federal architect, created a structure of 
charm and delicacy in Charleston's Marine Hospital. The subtle Gothic 
style with the token pointed arches, the pointed windows, and the 
clustered columns, then was considered a fitting kind of environment 
for hospitals, which were associated with medieval monasteries. The 
porticoes were an adaptation to climate and acted as weather controls.

Mills erected a number of marine hospitals around the country on much 
the same plan. They were established to take care of grounded seamen who 
became public charges. Charleston imposed a duty on shipping tonnage for 
support of the hospital.

The building was originally double its present size, with two large 
wings projecting from the rear; these were removed because of extensive 
fire damage before the building was restored.

In the architectural survey of Charleston, a jury composed of Dr. William 
Murtagh, Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places, Professor 
Bernard Lemann, Tulane University School of Architecture, Mr. Carl Feiss 
and Mr. Russell Wright, consultants to the city, noted this structure as 
exceptional. This notation indicates that the building is of the highest 
architectural design quality, well-proportioned, and architecturally 
sophisticated. Windows, classical orders or other period designs, 
chimneys, verandahs, massing, materials, textures, refined detail, and 
craftsmanship are all elegant and innovative. The structure is to be 
preserved and protected in situ at all costs.
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