
North Cascades Challenger�

Park and Forest Service receive new leadership

Visitors can expect damaged roads and trails
Flood reCovery

Winter flooding damaged roughly 
200 feet of the Stehekin Valley Road at 
milepost 8.

On Jan. 12, 2007 the U.S. Department of agriculture announced the 
selection of abigail Kimbell as the 16th chief of the Forest Service. 
Kimbell succeeds Chief Dale Bosworth, who retired Feb. 2 after 41 
years with the Forest Service. 

“abigail Kimbell is a veteran of the Forest Service who began as a 
seasonal worker and has since filled an impressive series of field 
assignments,” said Department of agriculture Secretary Mike 
Johanns. “Gail brings a wealth of knowledge to her new position. She 
is well respected both within the agency and by our stakeholders. I’m 
confident she will do a terrific job as chief.” 

Kimbell inherits a legacy of an outstanding conservation movement 
started by visionaries like the agency’s first chief, Gifford Pinchot, 
politicians like Theodore Roosevelt and conservationists such as aldo 
Leopold and Rachel Carson. She faces the challenge of maintaining 
this movement, building coalitions and partnerships and cooperative 
conservation efforts.  

In her own words: “The future 
of public land management 
depends on greater 
collaboration, and as we begin 
to share decision-making 
processes we find solutions to 
vexing problems beginning to 
emerge.… as the Forest Service 
continues to forge ahead, I 
have reason for optimism for 
our agency, the resources we 
manage, and the services we 
provide”.

Local managers are encouraged 
by Kimbell’s positive attitude 
and hope nearby communities 
and visitors will join this 

collective spirit devoted to preservation of natural resources on our 
public lands, for the use and enjoyment of generations to come.

Do I need a pass?
north Cascades national Park 
does not require an entrance 
fee or parking pass at trailheads. 
However, parking at certain 
trailheads, picnic areas and 
recreation sites in the national 
Forest does require a pass. 

The northwest Forest Pass is valid 
throughout all national Forests 
in Oregon and Washington State. 
The new Federal Recreational 
Lands Pass, Senior and access Pass 
(formerly known as the Golden 
Passports) are also honored at nW 
Forest Pass sites. When in the area, 
passes can be obtained at ranger 
stations and some local vendors. 
You may also purchase the passes 
in advance by calling 
(800) 270-7504 or online at 
www.naturenw.org.

Passes should be displayed from 
the rearview mirror or on the 
dashboard of your vehicle when 
parked at a nW Forest Pass site.

Day  Pass   $5
annual Pass   $30
Interagency Pass  $80 *  
Interagency Senior Pass $10**  
The Interagency access Pass is free 
for U.S. citizens with medically 
determined permanent disability. 

* Valid at U.S. Federal Recreation 
areas. ** Lifetime pass for U.S. 
citizens 62 and over.

NPS Director Mary Bomar

USFS Chief Abigail Kimbell

“My ‘trifecta’ of goals: re-engage 
Americans with the parks, 
increase the capacity of the 
National Park system and prepare 
the next generation of leaders for 
our Service.”
 -Mary Bomar

Mary a. Bomar was sworn in as 
the 17th director of the national 
Park Service on Oct. 17, 2006. 

Born in England, Bomar came to 
america in movie-like fashion: a 
child on a boat pulling into new 
York harbor, past the Statue of 
Liberty. Her family moved to 
Chicago and from there they 
traveled around the country to many of our national parks, such as the 
Grand Canyon and Mount Rushmore. 

Bomar sees this time as a renaissance for Leadership, Interpretation and 
Education in the national Park Service. Park Service employees around 
the country are excited that one of their own rank and file members 
is now leading the organization. Bomar recognizes the needs of those 
who care for the nation’s special places.“While we often talk about our 
natural and cultural resources, we often fail to talk about the needs of 
the 20,000 men and women who help care for them. That will change.”

President Bush has proposed that the nPS receive a significant increase 
in its budget allocation in 2008, with much of the funding going toward 
the upcoming Park Centennial in 2016. To prepare for this event, Bomar 
has pushed to have “listening sessions” across the country to hear how 
the Park Service should focus its efforts. 

“We aren’t interested in keeping this an insider’s game,” she said. “We’re 
doing the public’s business. We want to hear what the public’s priorities 
for their parks might be.”

Severe flooding in early november 
2006 caused more than $3 million 
in damages to local national Park 
facilities and national Forest 
roads and trails. aerial surveys 
indicate all major backcountry 
bridges in the national Park 
survived the flood. However, the 
full extent of the damage to the 
Park Complex’s nearly 400 miles 
of backcountry trails and the 260 
miles of national Forest trails 
will not be known until after the 
spring snowmelt. Until repairs 
are made, hikers should expect 
fallen trees, damaged boardwalks, 
scoured trail surfaces, washouts, 
missing footbridges, and damage 
to backcountry campsites. 

The north Fork of the Cascade 
River in the national Park caused 
extensive damage to the Cascade 
River Road. High water carved 
out a new stream channel along 
300 feet of the roadbed; most of 
the river is now flowing down 
this new channel and no longer 
flowing under the bridge at 
milepost 20.6. Further up the 
road, Boston Creek overwhelmed 
its culvert and washed away 
approximately 100 feet of road. 
The nPS intends to repair the 
road as quickly as possible, but 
due to the extensive damage the 
road will likely remain closed 

into august 2007. For current 
conditions, please visit www.nps.
gov/noca/planyourvisit.

a debris flow at the Colonial 
Creek campground in the Ross 
Lake national Recreation 
area dumped several hundred 
cubic yards of rock on the 
south entrance road. Rhode 
Creek frequently floods this 
campground. Repairs should be 
completed this spring and the 
south loops of the campground 
should be open by mid-May.

In the Baker Lake area, the 
popular Baker Lake Trail suffered 
damage to a bridge crossing 
at Blum Creek and a foot-log 
crossing at anderson Creek. 
Road damages in the Baker Lake 
basin include a major washout at 
milepost 23, which agency officials 

hope to have repaired by summer. 
Other roads affected in the Baker 
Lake basin are FS Roads 1130, 
1144 and 1160. 

along the Mt. Baker Scenic 
Byway (State Route 542), the 
Canyon Creek, Whistler Creek, 
Deadhorse, Hannegan and 
Church Mountain roads all 
received damage. Visitors will 
need to check current condition 
reports for updates about repairs. 
Inquiries can be made at ranger 
stations or online at www.fs.fed.
us/r6/mbs/conditions.

Over in the Lake Chelan national 
Recreation area, this was the 
third largest flood on record for 
the Stehekin River. The worst 
damage occurred on the Stehekin 
Valley Road at milepost 8, washing 
away approximately 200 feet of 
road alongside the river. The nPS 
temporarily repaired this damage 
with 150 cubic yards of rock. 

Flood damage along Company 
Creek Road completely 
submerged Harlequin 
campground. Campsites were 
buried under one foot of sediment 
and vault toilets were flooded. 
Every effort is being made to open 
the campground by Memorial Day 
weekend.


