AREA INFORMATION STATEMENTS

Sedro-Woolley, Washington is the “Gateway” to the North Cascades and upper Skagit Valley and is headquarters for North Cascades National Park. Sedro-Woolley has a population of approximately 8,658. Most normal services are available in Sedro-Woolley; banking, medical, hospital and schools. Other major shopping is available in the town of Burlington and Mount Vernon approximately 10 miles west of Sedro-Woolley. Mount Vernon is the largest city (population of 26,232) in Skagit County that has a total population of 102,979 and Burlington has a population of 6,757. Government housing is not available, but rentals are available in Sedro-Woolley area ranging from $700 to $1000 per month.  Seattle, Washington is located approximately 70 miles south of Sedro-Woolley and Vancouver, Canada is located approximately 75 miles north.  
******

Marblemount, Washington is located on State Route 20 (North Cascades Scenic Highway), approximately 45 miles east of Interstate 5.  Marblemount has about 350 residents.  Marblemount boasts a small grocery store, gas stations, churches, community center, a post office and a number of small restaurants. Recreation in the park and Marblemount area focuses on outdoor activities, including hiking, mountaineering, fishing and boating.  About 18 miles down valley, the larger town of Concrete provides a larger grocery store, medical office, and specialty stores such as those selling hardware goods. Many people shop in the larger towns of Burlington, Sedro-Woolley and Mount Vernon, about an hours drive.  The weather in Marblemount in the summer is relatively dry with most high temperatures in the 80's, with some warmer periods in the 90's. Nighttime temps are in the 50's. Annual average precipitation is 84 inches. It can snow at any time of year in the high country.  Closest metropolitan area is Seattle, Washington (100 miles).  
******

Newhalem, Washington is a company town built for employees of Seattle City Light. The town is situated within North Cascades National Park Service Complex and is 60 miles from Interstate 5. Approximately 100 individuals live in the town, the majority of which work for the public utility. The town contains a general store, but no other services. Housing in Newhalem is extremely limited. 

About 12 miles down valley is Marblemount, Washington. This town has about 350 residents, a small grocery store, gas stations, churches, community center, a post office and a number of small restaurants. About 30 miles down valley, the larger town of Concrete has about 800 residents, a K-12 school, a larger grocery store, medical office, and specialty stores such as those selling hardware goods. 

Major shopping and medical facilities are available in the larger towns of Sedro-Woolley, Burlington, and Mount Vernon near Interstate 5. The weather in Newhalem in the summer is relatively dry with most high temperatures in the 80's, with some warmer periods in the 90's. Nighttime temps are in the 50's. Annual average precipitation is 80 inches. The closest metropolitan area is Seattle, Washington (120 miles). 
*****

Diablo, Washington is a company town built for employees of Seattle City Light. The town is situated within North Cascades National Park Service Complex and is 70 miles from Interstate 5. Approximately 40 individuals live in the town, the majority of which work for the public utility. Housing in nearby Newhalem is extremely limited. 

The weather in Newhalem and Diablo in the summer is relatively dry with most high temperatures in the 80's, with some warmer periods in the 90's. Nighttime temps are in the 50's. Annual average precipitation is 80 inches.
About 22 miles down valley is Marblemount, Washington. This town has about 350 residents, a small grocery store, gas stations, churches, community center, a post office and a number of small restaurants. About 30 miles down valley, the larger town of Concrete has about 800 residents, a K-12 school, a larger grocery store, medical office, and specialty stores such as those selling hardware goods. 

Major shopping and medical facilities are available in the larger towns of Sedro-Woolley, Burlington, and Mount Vernon near Interstate 5. The closest metropolitan area is Seattle, Washington (120 miles). 

*****

Stehekin, Washington is an isolated mountain community located in eastern Washington at the north end of 50 mile long Lake Chelan.  Access is by boat (daily in summer, 3 days per week in winter), float plane, or hiking (summer only).  A concession operation consists of lodge, cabins and a restaurant.  Shopping, doctors, hospital and other usual services are not available in Stehekin but are in Chelan at the southern end of Lake Chelan.  Groceries and other supplies are ordered by mail and shipped via boat at the employee’s expense.  Recreation consists of fishing, hiking/climbing, boating and craft/hobby activities.  There is no television reception except by privately owned satellite dishes provided by residents. Internet access is also via privately purchased satellite services. There is no phone service in the residences. The valley’s one pay phone is at Stehekin Landing. The community has approximately 100 year-round residents.  There is a K-8 school.  Summers are warm and dry, and winters average 120 inches of snow.  

The nearest shopping, medical and dental facilities are in Chelan.  There are commercial costs involved in getting to Stehekin:  Float plane is approximately $120.00 round trip; boat to Stehekin is $39.00 round trip on Lady 2 or $59.00 round trip on Lady Express.  Larger shopping centers and other facilities are in Wenatchee.  Driving time to Seattle or Spokane is four hours.  
*****

Glacier, Washington is nestled in a beautiful valley just inside the Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest Service and north of Mount Baker.  The community is about 22 miles west of the Mount Baker Ski Area, and 33 miles east of the intersection of I-5 and State Route 542 in Bellingham.  Glacier is also a gateway community to the Northern most part of the North Cascades National Park and Mount Baker Ranger District of the Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest Service.  The community caters to summer hikers, mountain climbers, river rafters, winter skiers and snowboarders.  Glacier offers food and lodging with roughly 90 year round residents.  The nearest gas station is 7 miles west in the town of Maple Falls.
*****

Port Angeles, Washington is the location of the headquarters of the Olympic National Park Service.  This Park is often referred to as 'three parks in one', Olympic National Park protects 922,651 acres of three distinctly different ecosystems — rugged glacier capped mountains, over 60 miles of wild Pacific coast and magnificent stands of old-growth and temperate rain forest. For more information on Olympic National Park, see www.nps.gov/olym
Port Angeles is a city of just over 19,000 residents and has full amenities:  medical facilities including a hospital, full school district including a community college, housing market for both rentals and purchasing, all varieties of shopping and ferry service to Victoria B.C. For more information on Port Angeles, WA, see http://www.portangeles.org/
For more information on North Cascades national Park Service complex, link to http://www.nps.gov/noca
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