Nicodemus National Historic Site
Revised Interpretive Themes/Stories Identified During the Workshop

1. The Five Pillars

Nicodemus arose from the efforts of an organized group of African Americans who wanted to create a supportive, viable, African American community, relying on the values of home life, education, religion, hard work and the social, religious, and political organizations that grew out of a tradition of mutual assistance.

--Schools (all in township)


-teachers

--All town organizers


-role of ministers

--Postmasters

--Ministers

--2 churches on town site

--original homesteader of land in township

--town lots/living

--business district

--homesteads/leaving town site to settle on homestead claims

--Nicodemus Name/Song on flyers

--churches


-ministers


-A.M.E./Baptist

--dry community/no saloons

--social activities in town and on weekend (dance hall)

--Role of the church and ministers in Kentucky in the promotion of the town

--Newspapers used to promote town boom during railroad

--Effects of railroad promoting town creating (Bogue) and its affect on growth/decline

--Townsite selection (Solomon River)

--All black township

--organized group settlement vs. Exodusters

--migration groups and route/trans.

--Conections with black towns (Boley) and surrounding connection communities (speed, 

   Hodgeman Colong, Logan Co.)

--Churches in Fayette, Scott Co. Burbon Co. Mercer Co, KY)

--Slavery experience in KY vs. other southern states

--Military settlers and descendents ( Civil War Buffalo Soldiers, etc.)

--Equine experience

--Cowboys

--5 building owners over time

2. Move Toward Civil Rights

The settlement of Nicodemus represents a determination to escape rampant racism; the loss of federal support and protection for African American citizens in the South at the end of Reconstruction allowed and encouraged an increase in institutional racism, social injustice and violence.

--Sundowner towns are an example of more subtle racism & injustice in Kansas (still in 1950s)

--Nicodemus as success in achieving civil rights & exercising self-deterination


-Abraham Hall & other leaders


-Homestead Act & American Dream of land owndership


  throughout Nicodemus Township & Graham County

--Nicodemus had militia for common defens-part of self-government/determination

-“dry” town, shared religion & values seemed to make Nicodemus a peaceful         

  community (not “Wild West” type atmosphere)

--Homestead Act Union vets


-Any Nicodemus vets for relevance?

--theme seems based in past, can it be changed to reflect on-going civil rights struggle in 

   U.S. & world?

--African-American towns (U.S./KS)


continued to be established as intolerance and  injustice towards black Americans 

--Nicodemus and early civil rights legislation


-McCabe as auditor?


-What are these ties? More research needed?

--Address plight of black farmer & influence/barriers to success.

--Housing/lending discrimination


“Sins of Omission: of information, assistance, etc. for landowners, farmers,

--Nicodemus as “incubator” for other communities (Boley, et. al.)


-McCabe as legislator & political catalyst with start in Nicodemus

--Voting Rights


-some timidness to exercise lawful rights due to exclusion & discrmination.


-judicial, legislative, education barriers to overcome “institutionalized 

  marginization.”

--Buffalo soldiers & relation to discrimination

--Hill/Smith partnership to establish Nicodemus in the face of inequity

--organizing township (1st West of Mississippi) political influence

--solution to “African-American problem”

3. Struggle for Community

The continuous occupancy of Nicodemus, Kansas, portrays African American perseverance and the struggle of African American emigrants as they journeyed West into an unknown and often difficult physical environment to participate in the American Dream.

--Emigrants starting with nothing


-Finding new food sources



Foraged for wild lettuces, onions, tomatoes, 

Hunted wild chicken, jack rabbits


-Lived in dugouts and built soddies


-Envisioned government

--The struggle to survive (Three out of every five families attempted and did not survive 

   homesteading)

-How did the droughts of the 1880s and 1930s affect farms and families in 

 Nicodemus


-In 1880, 4 out of 5 farmers went out of business


-WPA & CCC—America helping Nicodemus



Built Town Halls across Kansas



What other projects were built here besides Town Hall?



CCC—Nicodemus residents moved from project to project

--The Great American Desert, when American Indians were pushed out of the West it 

   was called this. When it was opened for settlement it was called something else.

--Identify trials and tribulations of ancestors


No establishment of modern transportation system 


Had to travel great distances (Ellis was 35 miles away, men walked to get 10# 

bags of potatoes and sugar)

--How did residents form a militia to stop (cattle?) rustling?

--How did land promoters control and affect Nicodemus? Rural Kansas?

--Nicodemus has been continuously occupied since its founding as a town (it was the first 

   and is one of the last historically African American towns remaining)

--What is an African-American family experience?

--Large families hired themselves out and worked toward the betterment of the town


-Excellent farmers/skills brought from past

--How agriculture formed the culture and community


-How homes are/were built


-Recycling of buildings

--Out-migration-Struggle to be continue to be a community yet descendents return


-Survival vs. coping

--Ran out of supplies—solicited support and supplies from Eastern Kansas cities—

   formed Benevolent societies.

4.  Need Short Title

The annual Emancipation Celebration began in 1878 and continues today as the Homecoming Celebration. It is an African American traditional celebration that fosters the renewal of family and communities with the physical place of Nicodemus and with its residents, offsite descendants, and the African American community at large.

The tradition

What does it represent to Nicodemus/others – different/similar – tradition and gathering – road blocks

1. Emanicipation Proclamation

2. Juneteenth

3. Colored People’s Fair

I.  Family and Community (dates for tradition: when/how celebration is…)

Nicodemus Homecoming Committee

Values

Tradition

Rehabilitation

Education

Knowledge

Oral history stories

farming

a. Working together/fellowship

reunions

spiritual

religion

b. friendship

family

helping others

ideas

canning, quilts

gardening

food, butchered

baked goods

crops and harvest
c. sharing resources

d. freedom

emigration

expression

voting rights

Jim Crow

Religious/education

e. trade/commerce

economics: money-bartering

political: KS forum, farmers market

business ideas, information, merchants network

human capital
f. sports: baseball, pro leagues, boxers, horse racing, horse shoes, football 

g. location – Scruggs Grove and Township Hall

h. entertainment

1. music, dance, fashion show, forum-speakers

2. descendants and non-descendants – economic impact

3. vendors – producers/consumers

4. transportation/tours: charter buses: Denver, Kansas City, Missouri, Sacramento, Los Angeles

5. Still Connected

Nicodemus represents far more than a physical place with historical significance. It serves as a focal point for all people to renew spiritual and emotional connections to family, community, and ancestors through this African American experience.

--In old times, Homecoming was a way of community coming together to share/sell 

   produce, talents, etc.

--Today, Homecoming renews family connections, sharing family stories

--Angela telling stories

--“Nicodemus West” groups meet

--school assignments

--list of descendents

--historical societies

--enjoyment of outdoors

