Nicodemus National Historic Site

Interpretive Themes

Primary interpretive themes are those ideas or concepts that every visitor should have the opportunity to understand. They are the key ideas through which the park’s nationally significant resource meanings and values are conveyed to the public. These themes provide the foundation for interpretive programs and media at the park. The themes do not include everything we may wish to interpret at the park, but rather the ideas that are critical to a visitor’s understanding of the park’s significance. 

The themes are listed in no priority order but have been numbered for easy reference.

From the 2003 General Management Plan:

1. The Five Pillars: Nicodemus arose from the efforts of an organized group of African Americans who wanted to create a supportive, viable, African American community, relying on the values of home life, education, religion, hard work and the social, religious, and political organizations that grew out of a tradition of mutual assistance.

The rural environment of Nicodemus differed from Topeka or other large cities.

Nicodemus was typical: platted like other Midwestern towns in the 1870s.
Who were the community leaders?  Did religion tie people together?

· Abram Hall & E.B. McKay – business minded people who came to help Nicodemus Township residents and eventually stayed and lead the county


· Fletchers - education

· Zachary and Jenny Fletcher

· Rev. Daniel Hickman

The original homesteaders in Nicodemus and Nicodemus Township                                                                                                                                                                                  

What land records remain which can identify or describe the original settlers and their parcels of land

What was the role of Nicodemus Township within the community?

· To secure homesteads

· Rules of living in a town

· Economic center for many towns and new residents in area

How was Nicodemus Township promoted compared to Hill City, Stockton, and other nearby towns?

·  On or prior to 1886

· Before and during the railroad era

Identify the planning of Nicodemus Township and its complexities 

· Near waterways

· Township Exemption Act 

How Nicodemus began 

Church was a stable force in the community



· Two churches (United Methodist Church)

· The churches’ role in migration?

· Smoky Hill district of 1st Missionary Baptist Church had a connection with other churches

· The connections between Kentucky and Kansas churches

· How did early churches get started 

· African Methodist Episcopal 

· First Baptist (originated as the Mt. Olive First Baptist Church)

· Another Church  (originated as the Georgetown First Baptist Church
The five historic buildings represent the mission of the five pillars of strength
Mutual Assistance   

· The benevolent society

· Masonic Lodge and its role in Nicodemus

· Residents helped each other  and helped others

School played a major role in communities due to their previous plights

2. Move Toward Civil Rights: The settlement of Nicodemus represents a determination to escape rampant racism; the loss of federal support and protection for African American citizens in the South at the end of Reconstruction allowed and encouraged an increase in institutional racism, social injustice and violence.

Kansas as the focal point of the Homestead Act 
Jim Crow laws, racism, and its impact on the community 

Nicodemus is tied to early civil rights legislation

How did the Trans-continental Railroad’s decision to locate the route of the railroad outside of Nicodemus impact the economy and community, and its ability to flourish.

Exemptions to farm and live on the land were granted to settlers

African American towns (all black towns) in the United States and their significance

· Identify the large number of original African- American communities in Kansas

· How does Boley, Oklahoma compare to Nicodemus, KS?

· The history of Bill Pickett and 40 historically African American towns in Oklahoma parallels Nicodemus

Land given to residents by Indians or a specific Indian woman 
3. Struggle for Community: The continuous occupancy of Nicodemus, Kansas, portrays African American perseverance and the struggle of African American emigrants as they journeyed west into an unknown and often difficult physical environment to participate in the American Dream.

The Osage-Potawatomi Indians gave meat to Nicodemus and helped feed starving residents.

The struggle to survive (Three out of five families attempted and did not survive homesteading)

How did the town of Nicodemus survive

Describe the 1880 drought and its affect on farms and families

Identify the trials and tribulations of the ancestors

How did residents form a militia to stop rustling?  

How did the prospectors control and affect Nicodemus? Rural Kansas?  

Nicodemus has been continuously occupied since its incorporation as a town (it was the first and is one of the last historically African American towns remaining)

How has the town of Nicodemus continued to exist

What is an African-American family experience?

Large families hired themselves out and worked toward the betterment of the town

Merge these two themes?
4. The annual Emancipation Celebration began in 1878 and continues today as the Homecoming Celebration. It is an African American traditional celebration that fosters the renewal of family and communities with the physical place of Nicodemus and with its residents, offsite descendants, and the African American community at large.

5. Still Connected: Nicodemus represents far more than a physical place with historical significance. It serves as a focal point for all people to renew spiritual and emotional connections to family, community, and ancestors through this African American experience.

How is history shared today?
Special events and reunions connect children to the site

The youth of Nicodemus and their future
Descendant stories of how they have moved away and yet are still connected to Nicodemus
