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Farrnerenshvwed A frican
Americans kbft Kentucky in
organized cobnies at the end of
the post-C il War Recorstruction
period to experence freedom on
the free zoils of Kansas.

Micode mus represents the
imokement of African Americans
in the westwamd expansion and
sattlernent of the Great Plains, It
iz the aldest and anly emaining
AfricanAmerican town west of
the Mississippi River.
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The Mational Park Service cares for
the special places zaved by the
Arerican people so that all may
ez perience our heritage.
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sPOTLIGHT ON “AFRICAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE FUND” PARKS

MAGGIE LWALKEE WHS - EICHMONI, VIEGINIA

In the dacades fallowing the Civil War, Mag-
gie Wallker bacame an advacate for racial
equality and wemen's rights. She was the first
African-Armerican Woman to start a bank, she
published a newspaper, served on the board
of the National Assoclation of Colorsd Wem-
en, and +was active in many charitable works.
With her bank she was able to combat the
oppresdon of Jim Crow laws by fnandally
ampuoittering African Americans Herhouse at
no vz Fast Leigh Street in Richmond became
a center for her family as additions increased
its size from g to 28 rocms to accommaodats
her sons and their familiss In 1978 the house
Wwas dedgnated a National Historic Site, and a
Year later the Walker family decided to zal
the house and its contents to the National
Tark Service to snsure its continued preserva-
tion. The house has been restored to what it
lonked like in the 13392 and iz open to the
publicfaor visitation.

fmaqe Courtesy Matonal Fark Sanvice, Maqgie L
Wistker Mz fonsd Nistomc Site, for mons infor
Ma¥on, Vs, nos g0 Wmass.
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From the Superintendent

Nicodemus News
Dave Schafer
Acting S uperntendent

Serving asthepark’s acting superin-
tendent everthe last several menths
hasbesn an honer, Az a native Kan-
san, I'm sspecially delizhted to hap
with the preservation and interpreta-
tion of Micod anus, Many thanks te
the corumunity and park staff for
making me feel welcome,

It's an sxciting imetobe hera Several
noteworthy projects are well under-
wray. blark Weaver, the pravious su-
perintendent, putin place a salid
foundation upon which the park and
cormmunity can build toward thefu-
ture. After the new superintendeant is
on board ITwill return to my regular
dutizsin Topseka as chisf of intarpre-
tation, education, and cultural re-
gources at Browmn v.Board of Educa-
tion Mational Historic Site.

Wayside Exhibits

As Mark Weavarreported in the last
issue, the park is expanding the inter-
pratation of the Nicaed snus story with
iwayside exhibits and other media.
Watside sxhibits are nformational
pansdsplaced onthe landscape toin-
terpret the dgnificance of what visl-
tors areviswing, We are working with
AngelaBates and the Nicedamus His-
torical Saclatyta detearminetheloca-
tHon and topics for morathan 5o way-
side sxchibits. Much of the stary of
Micodamusis out en the farmland.
Wewrant to nterprat that stary, too.
Tlans are tolacats the panels not anly
in teiwn, but also in the countrisids
and cem steriss. Bventually, e anvi-
slon that park visitors will use a driv-

ing tour brachures and their samart
phonesto sxperience Nicod emusin
ciciting new ways. Lack far mors
updatesinthe coming months.

Preservation Easements

The Wational Park Sarvice (NFPS)izin
the process of obtaining preservation
sazaments on thetowmship hall,
schoolhouse, and old First Baptist
Church in Mieod ermus Acquiring an
eazament will give the NIPS “interast
in the proparty,” which iz a legal re-
quirament o that federal mon sy can
beauzed to stabilize and repair these
historic builldingsthat ars privately
oivmed. Property owners: and tha NPS
have metand sschanged drafts of the
casermneants. We hopato dzn the sase-
ments soon. It s an lmportant step for
thepark and conununity aswemave
forward in our shared stewardship of
Micod s,

Emplovment Opportunity

Weplan to hire a temporary maints-
nance Wark er inthenext coupls of
menths The podtion willbelisted an
WAz aj obs.com and the pereon will
bebrought on dutyin 2015, Forup-

dates, call Jos Band all at 785-85 g-4 321,

Honoring Nicodemus Veterans

by appreaciation for this community’s
many cumpaling stories has anly
grovwm during my time here. One of
m¥ most memarable davs was on No-
vamber 24 when Nicodamus honerad
its military veterans Diaplays and
presentations highlighted veterans
wha served from the Civil War to the
Vietmam War. From Barrie Tompkins
and Angesla Bates's superbperfor-

mancs of their Buffale Soldier pro-
gram to Tom Wellington’s heartfalt
description ot his servicein Vistnam,
it waz a daythat thase in attendance
willlong ramamber.

New Superintendent Annsunced

Inaa ring Superintendent Anoek wetz, (MFS)

Angela Watz will become the parl’s
next superintandent. Angela started
her govarnment carzer with the Bu-
reau of Land Management as a park
ranger at Pompays Pillar National
Monumeant, After her graduation
from Colorado State University she
wtas a Natural Besource Specialist for
the BLM in DHekinzon, Nearth Trakota
and then for the Bursau of Beclama-
tien at Canyon Ferry, Montana, In
zo1o she cametothe National Park
Service asthe Chid of Resource Man-
agement at Trevils Totter National
hlenument in Weyaming,

“Tamhonaored te beselected asthe
superintend ent of Nicodamus MNa-
tional Historie Site," sald Angela. *T
loak forward to warking with the
staff, park partners, and surrounding
comrmunities to continue the mission
of pratecting and presearving the sits's
remarkable cultural significancs”
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Around Town

MIGRATION RE-ENACTMENT

By Anoek Bate
Wicodermus Historical Society

Tirenty-sight descendants and Park
Fanger Phyllis Hedsrard travelad by
charterad bus to Kentucky, Septam-
ber G for a re-snactment at Sadie-
ville, Ttiwras 135 vears and 5 davs from
the original dats of dsparture, Sep-
tamber g, 1877 that the original settlars
boarded thetrain heading for the
TPromized Lands of Kanzas, Rev., Vie-
tor William s, who portrayed toism
promoter and organizer Fev. Round-
tras, led the group of re-enactors a
half block and with song to the Sadia-
villetrain dapot. Victor'sfather, Fev.
Gene William s of 5t. Leuis, Mizzouri,
alen among the group of re-snactors,
portrayaed Tom Johnson, and Angela
Bates, portraved hiswife Zerina.
Theywrarethe graat-great grandpar-
ents to mostin the group, Tom and
Zerina wereformer slaves of Vice-
President Richard dd. Jehnson and
the parents of Erama, Ella and Henry.
Ermma was pregnant when she laft
Fentucky and had the first baby baorn
in Micodsnmzs. Bmma was partraysd
by Cheryl Jones. Dascendant Steve

¥
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Jonesportrayed her husband Charlas
Willlams who remained in Kentucky
until the following spring, Othersin
the group portrayed members of the
Kirtley, Davenport, Vaughn, Basxter,
Drarsey, Scott, Lilly, Milas, Maares,
Wellington, and Welton familiss.

T most, this wastheir first tirm e in
Kentucky. The re-anactment waszin
theplanning for twa years and was
coordinated by Angsla Bates and Cin-
dy Faster, Sadievills City Clerle,

On Sunday September of, descend-
ants visited Mt, Olive Baptist and
Stamping Ground Baptist churches,
formerreigious homesto their ancses-
tors. While in Stamping Ground, the
group also participated intheunvail-
ing of a Kentucky State Historical
Mark er at Stenstowmn. The marker
commemeratesthe site of arssterad
slave cabin where former slavesr and
Kanszas amigrants may have resided.
Thefirst stop forthe group on Friday
after arrival, and rest, wastheKen-
tucky State Historical Society and
duseum in Frankfort, where they
toured and ressarched historical files,
Atthesugzestion of descandant James

Descendants pose fora qmup photo at the miartion eenactment in Kentucky, (MPS)

Bates, the group also toured thenear-
by bourbon distillery Buffalo Trace
beforaleaving Frankfort.

On Cretaber @b the descendants re-
enacted the arrival of the settlers at
Ellis, Kansas House R epresentative
candidate Thillip Martin portrayed
toiwm promoter WEL Hill, wha led the
grouptotherfinal dastination to Nic-
odeamus The re-anactment took placs
on arainy moermning in front of the Hlis
depat.

The children's theme song “Kentucky
to Kansas,” written by Connie Flor-
ence and Ragina Thomas, wWasper-
formed by the group and led by
Thomas during both re-esnactments, &
final re-enactment of the first settler’s
arrivalin Micod emmus iz planned for
the 2013 annual Emancpation Cele-
bration in Tuly.

Chur annual tres trimming party #as
on Drecamber 8th, Visitors snjoyed
refrashiments and descoratad Christ-
mas tumblawzeds for display. If you
mizzed itwehave tumbleweads and
supplieslaft, o stop by the Towmship
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Around the Park

Regional Deputy Director Visits

Mational Pa rk Semice

TPatty Trap, Dreputy THractor of tha
bdidisrast Begion of the Wational Park
Service, led an NPE desgation from
Crmaha, NE, on Movember 8 Fatty
vigwed the site and slicited feadback
from descendants and staff on quali-
tiez dezired in thenext supsrint andent
az iwell azrsuggestions on how the park
cowld beimproved. Alsoin attend-
anceaiere Clara Woodean, Assaciats
EFegional Dhirector of Equal Employ-
ment Crpportunity, Civil Bights, T-
vergity, and R ecruitment; Eobserta
Weandel, Bagional Interprative hisdia
Specialist; and Travid Smith, Superin-
tendent of Brown ¥. Board of Educa-
tion WHS in Topaka.

It waz announced that Nicedemus
NHE il be partnering with Broiam v.
Eoard of Education NHSE az away to
share resourcses sothat both can bat-
tar serve the public in telling the story
of surnation’sjournsay to civil rights.
The mesting alsa reviewad the pra-
graszz of planned waysidsas and high-
lightad the urgency of finalizing fa-
vads sasements bafors allotted fund-
ing for buillding improvements ax-
pires. Dreputy DHrector Trap volced
cancern about the conditien of the
structures, citing the naed to presarve
them for futurs generations, and she
hopes agreaments can bersached that
il alloswr the National Park Sarvice ta
inveastin restaration.

Community and Park Benefits

From Volunteer Efforts

By hichelle Huff
Mational Pa rk Semice

T September 26, 2012, “Make A
Trifference Tray,” a group of twelve
students from Hill City High Schoal
and their two sponsors ¥oluntesrad
theirtime and sffort at Nicod amus
NHES and certainly mads a difference.
They spent themoming cleaning the
T aiwmnship Hall, cleaning the park
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Reqional Deputy Dirctar Patty Trap qathering fesdback at the Mowe mber Sthormesting, (will Pope, MPS)

headquarters wind oisrs and washing
thetimn park vehicdas, Inthe after-
noon, they work ed on more “malke a
diffarence” projects in Nieodamus
and at the Nicodemus Villa Apart-
meantsz. Atthe snd of thair day long
garvice,the group wwas pregentad with
Valuntesrs-In-Farks Certifi cates, VIT
lapal ping, and VIP pens

Wz are wery gratsful to Samantha
Browm, Leo Cal, Katie Couesy, Jordon
Cax, Jacab Edgall, Ethan Gansel, Dra-
i Hall, Christie Johnson, Courtney
Lawralling Maorgan M eCullough, Ash-
ley Strathman, Solomaen Wilson, Es-
ther Clark, and Kyle Jilkafor their
seryice to Nicodzrmus and the NPS.

New To Town

By will Pops
Mational Fa rk Sewice

Hyouvezesn anew face around toim
dtting atop an oversized body dressed
in gresn and grey, chances are you've
already caught a glimpsze of your new
neighbor and park guide. I not, let me
introduce mysalf.

T'maproud Kansan!In 2004 ITgzradu-
ated from Topeka High,in 20101

graduated from Manhattan Christian
Callage, and Tm doiwly working on a

masters dsgree from Fort Hays State,
Before coming to NicodamusI
wark ed for the National Park Service
at CapeLookout National Ssashorein
MNaorth Carolina. I've alse dens con-
gervation work in Grand Canyoen WP,
Lake hiead NEA, Cumberland Gap
NHF, % alnut Canyon N, and the
Clevaand and Coconine National
Forssts 5 ame of my other sxpearienc-
azincudesan internship in the Kansas
Sacretary of Stats's office, sarving aza
historical zuids in the Kansas Stats
Capital, working with youth atthe US
Space & Rack et Center in Huntsvills,
AL, and abrief stintin the Tapska
Taolice Drepartment.

M Fark Guide 'Will Fope. (HPS)

DID Y OU KNOW.___ .

Did wou knowe that Reverend Joseph DL Wilson was the pastor of the Micodemus AME Church from the early 19205 until the
mid-1960s, and was also one of the Nicodemus postmasters? He passed away on lanuary 21, 1965,
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