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Name of Property: Pauli Murray Family Home

City, State: Durham, North Carolina

Period of Significance: 1914-1948

NHL Criteria: 2

NHL Themes: I1. Creating Social Institutions and Movements

2. reform movements
IV. Shaping the Political Landscape
1. parties, protests, and movements
4. political ideas, cultures, and theories
Previous Recognition: None
National Historic Context: XXXI. Social and Humanitarian Movements
C. Women’s Rights
M. Civil Rights in America
XXVIII. The Law
A. Development of Principles in the Legal Specialties
LGBTQ America: A Theme Study of Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer History

NHL Significance:

e The Pauli Murray Family Home is associated with ground-breaking civil rights activist,
lawyer, educator, writer, and Episcopal priest Pauli Murray. Her scholarship and
activism are nationally significant in American legal history and the women’s and civil
rights movements. She served as a bridge figure between American social movements
through her advocacy for both women’s and civil rights.

o Pauli Murray’s efforts were critical to retaining “sex” in Title VII, a fundamental legal

National Park System Advisory Board 1
https://www.nps.gov/nhl/news/LC/fall2016/PauliMurrayFamilyHome.pdf



National Park Service

fle' -« f‘l. f-"'r.vl

protection for women against employment discrimination. Her innovative and
imaginative solutions to long-standing disputes within the women’s movement paved the
way for the movement to champion all aspects of women’s legal equality.

e Murray’s vision for a civil rights association for women, manifested in the National
Organization for Women (NOW), arose from her decades of work for black freedom. On
the vanguard of black activists in the 1940s, she advanced the cause of equal rights for
African Americans by experimenting and promoting nonviolent types of activism that
would become mainstays of the later civil rights crusade.

e She became the first ordained African-American female priest in the Episcopal Church in
1977.

e As she did not maintain a long-term residence or office, this home is the only extant
building closely associated with her life. Beginning in 1914, when Murray went to live
with her grandparents and her aunts in Durham, until 1948, when her aunts moved to
Brooklyn to reside with her, Murray’s time here imbued her with fortitude, resilience, and
a propensity for extraordinary achievement. Her writings and personal correspondence
indicate her strong emotional connection to the property.

Integrity:

e The Pauli Murray Family Home stands on its original site with a deep setback from
Carroll Street. Although family members sold portions of the original one-acre tract, the
neighborhood of modest early- to mid-twentieth-century residences appears much as it
did during the period of significance. The dwelling reflects the deep familial connections
and influences that informed Pauli Murray’s personal and professional development.

e The substantial frame residence displays a typical late-nineteenth-century form with a
number of original interior finishes including three mantels, the central staircase with
newel posts and balusters, raised panel doors, plaster and beaded-board walls and
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ceilings, and simple door surrounds, baseboards and chair rails. Narrow tongue-and-
groove pine floors are intact throughout. In 2016, contractors replaced in kind missing
windows, doors, siding, trim, the front porch, foundation, and roof sheathing based on
historic photographs. Masons stabilized the main block’s two original end chimneys.

e The Pauli Murray Center for History and Social Justice will continue the process of
restoring the house to its early-twentieth-century appearance. The circa 1901-1906 one-
story rear addition, which suffered irreparable water damage and was taken down in
2015, will be rebuilt using as much salvaged original material as possible.

Owner of Property: Self-Help Ventures Fund
Acreage of property: 0.27 acre

Origins of Nomination: As part of an effort to designate more NHLs in the theme of Women’s
History, the National Park Service provided the National Collaborative for Women’s History
Sites (NCWHS) with funding to prepare several NHL nominations. In collaboration with the
National Park Service, the NCWHS identified this property and hired a consultant to prepare the
NHL nomination.

Potential for Positive Public Response or Reflection on NHL Program:

o Designation as an NHL will bring public attention to Pauli Murray, a ground-breaking
civil rights activist, lawyer, educator, writer, and Episcopal priest. Pauli Murray’s life,
nationally significant work, and philosophy clearly and vividly demonstrate the
congruence of women’s and civil rights, two critically important social movements in
American history.

Potential for Negative Public Response or Reflection on NHL Program: None is known.
Advisory Board Recommendation:

Landmarks Committee Recommendation: Designation. Dr. Young moved, Mr. Harris
seconded; unanimous approval.

Landmarks Committee Comments:

Public Comments Favoring Designation (received as of 10/24/16):

Martin Eakes, CEO, Self-Help Ventures Fund (owner), Durham, North Carolina

Terri C. Pilarski, Convener, Episcopal Women’s Caucus, South Pasadena, California
Jennifer Scott, Director, Jane Addams Hull-House Museum, Chicago, Illinois

Anna S. Agbe-Davies, PhD, Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Jane English Austini, Durham, North Carolina

Katie Batza, PhD, Co-Chair, Rainbow Heritage Network, Fairfax, Virginia

The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry, Presiding Bishop and Primate, The Episcopal Church,
New York, New York
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Mary Ruffin Hanbury, Hanbury Preservation Consulting, Raleigh, North Carolina

The Honorable William V. “Bill” Bell, Mayor of the City of Durham, North Carolina

Sister Joanne Poehlman, SSND, PhD, Sociology Department/Anthropology, Mount Mary
University, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

The Reverend Susan Salot Gaumer, New Orleans, Louisiana

The Reverend Gay Clark Jennings, President, House of Deputies, The Episcopal Church, New
York, New York

The Right Reverend Katharine Jefferts Schori, PhD, XXVI Presiding Bishop, The Episcopal
Church, Reno, Nevada

Kent H. Roberts

Rima Lunin Schultz, PhD, Oak Park, Illinois

Kevin Cherry, PhD, State Historic Preservation Office, North Carolina Department of Natural
and Cultural Resources, Raleigh, North Carolina

The Reverend Stephanie Yancy, Vicar, St. Titus’ Episcopal Church, Durham, North Carolina

The Very Rev. Randolph Marshall Hollerith, Washington National Cathedral, Washington, DC

Canon Annette L. Buchanan, National President, Union of Black Episcopalians, Washington,
DC

Irin Carmon, Brooklyn, New York

Charlotte Brunch, Distinguished Board of Governor’s; Professor of Women’s and Gender
Studies, Rutgers University; Founder, Center for Women’s Global Leadership

Cornell William Brooks, President and CEO, National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People, Baltimore, Maryland

Terry A. O’Neill, President, National Organization for Women Foundation, Washington, DC

Marian Wright Edelman, Founder and President, Children’s Defense Fund, Washington, DC

Kim Smith, Durham, North Carolina

Katie Spencer, Executive Director, Museum of Durham History, North Carolina

Benjamin Filippo, Executive Director, Preservation Durham, North Carolina

J. Myrick Howard, President, Preservation North Carolina, Raleigh, North Carolina

The Honorable G. K. Butterfield, North Carolina 1st District, US House of Representatives,
Washington, DC

Michael D. Page, Chairman, Durham Board of County Commissioners, North Carolina

The Honorable Mike Woodard, North Carolina State Senate

The Honorable Graig Meyer, North Carolina House of Representatives

The Honorable Paul Luebke, North Carolina House of Representatives

Margo Guernsey, Project Director, Time Travel Productions LLC

Lisa Heuvel, Ed.D., Adjunct Associate Professor, Leadership and American Studies, Christopher
Newport University; Manager, Program Development Initiatives, The Institute for Teacher
Professional Development, The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation

David J. Brown, Executive Vice President & Chief Preservation Officer, National Trust for
Historic Preservation, Washington, DC

Amran Hussein, Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP

Helena Cragg, Board Chair, LGBTQ Center of Durham, North Carolina

Blake Strayhorn, President & Executive Director, Habitat for Humanity of Durham

Lynn Richardson, Local History Librarian, North Carolina Collection, Durham County Library

Stephanie Y. Davis, Fitzgerald/Murray Family Member, Durham, North Carolina
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Alisa Johnson, Chair, South West Central Durham Quality of Life Project

Glenda Elizabeth Gilmore, Peter V. and C. Vann Woodward Professor of History, Yale
University

Brenda B. Coakley, Washington, DC

Dr. Nupur Chaudhuri, President of the Board, National Collaborative for Women’s History Sites,
Evanston, Illinois

Dorothy M. Ehrlich, Deputy Executive Director, American Civil Liberties Union, New York,
New York

Jan Erickson, National Organization for Women
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