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Name of Property:     Omaha Union Station 
City, State:   Omaha, Nebraska 
Period(s) of Significance:   1929 - 1946 
NHL Criteria:  4 
NHL Theme:   III. Expressing Cultural Values 
     5. architecture, landscape architecture, and urban design 
Previous Recognition:  1971 National Register of Historic Places 
Historic Context:  XVI. Architecture 
     T. Moderne – Art Deco (1920-1945) 
 
NHL Significance:  

 Omaha Union Station is nationally significant as one of the most distinctive and complete 
examples of Art Deco architecture in the nation.  The station outstandingly expresses the 
style’s innovative and diverse surface ornamentation inspired by the machine age.  It 
includes stylized and monumental human figures, sunbursts, and a wealth of geometric 
patterns, the opulence heightened by a variety of colors and materials.    

 In its massing and general layout, it is one of a very select few buildings in a subgenre of 
the Art Deco style that incorporates distinctive elements of ancient Egyptian construction 
within its overall design concept, including a west entrance evocative of an ancient 
Egyptian temple pylon.  Progression through the interior spatial sequence enhances a 
temple experience.  

 Designed and built in the late 1920s, Omaha Union Station was one of the earliest Art 
Deco train stations, and the first designed in that style by the Union Pacific (UP) 
Railroad.  The application of Art Deco to a railroad station building type combines the 
mutual values of the style and railroad industry: modernity, progress, exoticism, and 
glamour.  The ultra-modern appearance was a major departure from previous railroad 
station designs by the UP, and nearly all other rail companies.   

 
Integrity:  

 Through the careful stewardship of The Durham Museum, the station retains an 
exceptionally high degree of integrity.  It is essentially unchanged from its original 

The 10th Street entrance, courtesy Web Boy Design (Michael 
Roach), 2012. 

The Main Waiting Room (“Great Hall”), courtesy The Durham 
Museum. 
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appearance.  All character-defining features on the exterior and interior public spaces 
have been meticulously restored.  Secondary and tertiary spaces have been sensitively 
rehabilitated.   

 Small modern buildings at track level near the boiler house do not detract considerably 
from the overall scene.  New construction at the former concourse vestibule,  and the new 
parking structure built upon the location of the original structure were sensitively 
designed with cues to the building’s architectural past.   
 

Owner of Property:  The City of Omaha, Nebraska.  Areas immediately outside the NHL 
boundary are owned by the Union Pacific Railroad.  
  
Acreage of Property: Approximately 1.16 acres.  
 
Origins of Nomination: The property’s potential for national significance was discussed 
between the then-Keeper of the National Register in early 2000, the Museum’s Executive 
Director and staff, and the staff of the Nebraska State Historic Preservation Office.  The 
nomination was initiated by The Durham Museum staff, but subsequently taken on by the NPS’s 
Midwest Regional Office, National Register Program, with the approval of the City of Omaha 
and the Museum Director.    
 
Potential for Positive Public Response or Reflection on NHL Program: 

 Designation as an NHL would recognize an exceptional example of Art Deco 
architecture, and the work of a premier architect previously recognized in NHL 
nominations for his Rustic-style designs in NPS park units. 

 Designation would highlight the collaboration between the NPS and local government 
and non-profit partners to showcase an important property type. 

 Designation supports the value of this site and its continued use as an educational facility. 
 
Potential for Negative Public Response or Reflection on NHL Program: None is known. 
 
Landmarks Committee Recommendation: 
 
Landmarks Committee Comments: Designation.  Dr. Allan moved, Dr. Carson seconded; 
unanimous approval. 
 
Public Comments Favoring Designation (received as of 10/7/16): 
The Honorable Brad Ashford, US House of Representatives, Washington, DC 
 
Advisory Board Recommendation: 
 


