
               
 

 
 
Name of Property:   Biesterfeldt Site 
City, State:    Lisbon, Ransom County, North Dakota (vicinity) 
Period of Significance:  ca. CE 1720-1780 
NHL Criteria:   6 
NPS Theme:    I. Peopling Places 

      1. family and life cycle 
      2. health, nutrition, and disease 
      3. migration from outside and within 
      4. community and neighborhood 
      5. ethnic homelands 
      6. encounters, conflicts, and colonization 

Previous Recognition:  1980 National Register of Historic Places 
National Historic Context:  I. Cultural Developments: Indigenous American Populations 

      D. Ethnohistory of Indigenous American Populations 
  1. Native Cultural Adaptations at Contact 

        h. Native Adaptations to Plains Environments 
       3. Varieties of Early Conflict, Conquest, or  
           Accommodation 

       b. Forced and Voluntary Population Movements 
        2. The Changing Cultural Geography of the  
             Plains 

        d. Changing Settlement Types 
1. Mounted Hunters 
2. Sedentary Villagers
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NHL Significance:  

 The Biesterfeldt Site is an earth lodge village site culturally identifiable as having been 
occupied by the Cheyenne Indians in the middle decades of the eighteenth century, ca. 
1724-1780.  As the only known representative of that relatively brief period in their 
history during which they pursued a horticultural way of life, the archeological site has 
the potential to yield critical information on the history of that celebrated tribe and 
various neighboring tribes.  It is also unique in being the only known earth lodge village 
site in the Red River drainage system.  The site was subjected to a series of archeological 
investigations as early as 1868, including work by noted archeologist William Duncan 
Strong in 1938. 

 Biesterfeldt has the potential to yield information of major scientific importance about 
the development of Plains Indian culture during a period of intense and dramatic change.  
The site could also provide critical evidence bearing upon the migrations of known 
historic tribes on the Great Plains during the early Historic period, particularly the 
Cheyenne.  

 Nationally significant archeological data derived from the Biesterfeldt site have 
considerable potential to shed new light upon research questions relating to a large area 
of native occupation in the United States, stretching from the western Great Lakes to the 
Missouri River trench.  Data derived from the site also have the potential to affect major 
concepts and theoretical constructs relating to critical issues of ethnicity and cultural 
adaptation. 

 
Integrity:  

 Parts of the Biesterfeldt site were subject to cultivation for many years, and the southern 
part of the site has suffered greater degradation of surface features than the area lying 
north of an old fence line.  Earth lodge depressions are not as clearly visible in the 
southern reaches, but there are a sufficient number of obvious depressions in the northern 
parcel to suggest the general size and density of the earth lodges that once stood at the 
site.  

 Recent intensive geophysical investigations demonstrate that more than sixty earth lodge 
remains are still present across the entire expanse of Biesterfeldt, though the surface 
expressions may have been obscured for many.  Spatial patterning is evident from those 
data, which can potentially yield nationally significant information about community 
organization and the settlement system of the site’s occupants.  Further, the evident depth 
of cultural deposits associated with earth lodge features at the site, whether their 
locations are obvious or obscured, also suggests the great potential for the Biesterfeldt 
site to yield consequential archeological information. 

 
Owner of Property: The Archaeological Conservancy 
 
Acreage of Property: ca. 4.5 acres 
 
Origins of Nomination: The site was recommended for consideration by the former National  
Historic Landmarks Committee of the Society for American Archaeology.  A nomination was  
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compiled and expanded by regional staff based on reports prepared by Minnesota State 
University-Moorhead faculty and their research collaborators, including Dr. W. Raymond Wood. 
 
Potential for Positive Public Response or Reflection on NHL Program: 

 The Archaeological Conservancy is a major not-for-profit preservation organization with 
the means to publicize designation broadly and disseminate information about the 
national significance of the Biesterfeldt site through its magazine, American 
Archaeology, its website, and occasional sponsored tours. 

 
Potential for Negative Public Response or Reflection on NHL Program: None is known. 
 
Landmarks Committee Comments: 
 
Landmarks Committee Recommendation: Designation. Ms. Hopkins moved and Mr. Harrison 
seconded; unanimous approval.  
 
Public Comments Favoring Designation (received as of 9/28/16): 
Claudia J. Berg, State Historic Preservation Officer, State Historical Society of North Dakota, 
 Bismarck, North Dakota 
Paul S. Gardner, Midwest Regional Director and Vice President, The Archeological 
 Conservancy, Columbus, Ohio (owner) 
 
Advisory Board Recommendation: 

 
 
 
 
 


