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Name of Property: Full Scale 30- x 60-Foot Tunnel (Withdrawal of Designation)

City, State: Hampton, Virginia

Period of Significance: 1931-1985

NHL Criteria: 1

NHL Theme: Man in Space NHL Theme Study

Previous Recognition: 1984 National Historic Landmark
Historic American Engineering Record, HAER VA, 28-
HAMP,4A—9

National Historic Context: XIV. Transportation
H. Airplanes and Air Travel
XVIII. Technology (Engineering and Invention)
J. Earth and Space Exploration

NHL Significance:

e Constructed in 1929-1931, this is the first full-scale wind tunnel constructed by the
National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics (NACA), parent agency of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA).

o It was designed to test large-scale and full-scale aircraft at actual flight speeds.

« During its 64 years of operation, it contributed to the design of an entirely new generation
of aircraft. Almost all World War Il fighters were tested in what was then the world’s
largest wind tunnel.

Integrity:
e The Full-Scale 30- x 60-Foot Tunnel has been completely demolished.

Owner of Property: NASA Langley Research Center
Acreage of Property: less than 1 acre

Origins of Nomination: This tunnel was designated a National Historic Landmark as a result of
the Man in Space NHL Theme Study done by the National Park Service in 1984.
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Potential for Positive Public Response or Reflection on NHL Program:
o Withdrawal of the NHL designation for the wind tunnel would demonstrate that
the NHL Program continually monitors the condition of National Historic Landmarks and
that the Secretary of the Interior is willing to remove those that no longer meet the
program’s criteria.

Potential for Negative Public Response or Reflection on NHL Program: None known.
Landmarks Committee Comments:

Landmarks Committee Recommendation: Withdrawal of designation. Dr. Stevens moved,
Dr. Allan seconded; unanimous approval.

Public Comments Favoring Withdrawal of Designation (received as of 12/12/13):

Lesa Roe, Director, NASA Langley Research Center, Hampton, Virginia (owner waiver
received)

The Honorable George E. Wallace, Mayor of the City of Hampton (HEO waiver received)

Advisory Board Recommendation:
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