Name of Property: Murray Springs Clovis Site

City, State: Cochise County, Arizona

Period of Significance: 13,000 years ago (11, 000 B.C.E.)
NHL Criteria: 6

NPS Theme: I. Peopling Places

3. Migration from Outside and Within
VI. Expanding Science and Technology
2. Technological Applications
VII. Transforming the Environment
1. Manipulating the Environment and its Resources
Previous Recognition: N/A
National Historic Context: 1960 Prehistoric Hunters and Gatherers
I. Cultural Developments: Indigenous American Populations
A. The Earliest Inhabitants
19. Early Man and Late Pleistocene Environmental
Adaptations
21. The Big Game Hunters

NHL Significance:

e The Murray Springs Clovis Site is among the richest early Paleoindian sites in North
America with a mammoth-Kkill site, a bison-Kkill site, and a Clovis camp site. Sites
associated with the Clovis culture are extremely rare.

e The site is distinguished from other known Clovis sites because of its unusually intact
camp site and processing areas, as well as its geological sequence.

e There are many nationally significant research questions related to the Murray Springs
Clovis Site addressing how archeologists understand Paleoindian subsistence, the impact
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of Paleoindian hunters on the extinction of mega fauna, and models on how humans
adapt during dramatic environmental changes.
Integrity:
e Approximately 80 percent of the site retains a high level of archeological integrity. The
remaining 20 percent of the site has been professionally excavated.

Owner of Property: Bureau of Land Management-San Pedro Riparian National Conservation
Area

Acreage of Property: 35 acres

Origins of Nomination: The Bureau of Land Management requested that the Murray Springs
Clovis Site be considered for NHL nomination in 2004. Since then, the BLM produced a
nomination in cooperation with the National Park Service.

Potential for Positive Public Response or Reflection on NHL Program:

e The BLM has taken steps toward increasing public awareness of the Murray Springs
Clovis Site via an interpretive trail. Every year the site has thousands of visitors who
have expressed enthusiasm for what they have learned, and a desire to learn more about
Paleoindians and their life ways. It is expected that NHL designation will further
increase the public’s awareness of this site, promoting interpretation, education, and
preservation.
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Potential for Negative Public Response or Reflection on NHL Program: None known.

Public Comments Favoring Designation (comments received as of 10/31/11):

Leigh J. Kuwanwisiwma, Director, Hopi Cultural Preservation Office, Tucson, Arizona

Tom Dabbs, District Manager, Gila District, Bureau of Land Management, United States
Department of the Interior

Kurt Dongoske, Pueblo of Zuni, New Mexico

Landmarks Committee Comments:

Landmarks Committee Recommendation: Designation. Dr. Mills moved, Dr. Allan
seconded; unanimous approval.

Advisory Board Recommendation:
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