
 
 

Permit Guidelines for GPS- Based Activities 
New River Gorge National River 

Gauley River National Recreation Area 
Bluestone Scenic River 

 
 
1. New River Gorge National River, Gauley River National Recreation Area and Bluestone National Scenic 

River encourage GPS- based activities that involve virtual caches within the park in accordance with 
guidelines established by www.earthcache.org.  Virtual caches posted on Earthcache will not be subject to 
the same permitting process required of physical caches as long as the activity occurs in areas where visitors 
can normally go and does not involve the development of new social trails.  Park reserves the right to 
require a Special Use Permit for GPS- based activities involving virtual caches to avoid undesirable resource 
and visitor impacts if they become apparent. 

 
2. GPS- based activities involving placement of physical caches require a Special Use Permit to be applied for 

and approved prior to placement in the park, and each physical cache will require a separate permit with a 
maximum of two permits per individual/organization.  If approved, the permit will be valid for 12 months, 
from March 1 through February 28, and may be reauthorized for a second twelve- month term provided all 
terms of the original permit have been met.  After the issuance of a permit for two consecutive twelve-
month periods, there will be a waiting period of twelve months before permittee can reapply for another 
GPS- based activity permit involving a physical cache. 

 
3. To obtain a Special Use Permit for GPS- based activities involving a physical cache, requester will complete 

an Application for Special Use Permit (link to GPS- based activity specific permit application) and provide 
the park with the following information for the proposed cache location:  a 7.5 minute quadrangle map 
showing the location of the requested cache site; GPS coordinates for the cache site, utilizing base map 
datum NAD- 27 or WGS- 84); a description of the cache container; educational content of cache; photos of 
cache location; photo of cache container to be used; and an explanation of why the requested site would 
benefit from a physical cache.  The park has the right to assign general desired locations for physical caches 
and to review educational content for accuracy. 

 
4. At this time, no park fees or cost recovery charges associated with obtaining a permit will be imposed as the 

cache content must meet the parks’ criteria for providing an appropriate educational message that 
complements the park’s mission and is relative to the park location of the cache.  Permittee will not impose 
a fee or charge for individuals to participate in the search and visit of caches in the park. 

 
5. Permittee will be responsible for the content of the cache, quarterly inspections of the cache, soundness of 

the container, and upkeep of web information regarding the cache site.  Park reserves right to randomly 
inspect cache and remove materials that are not in compliance with the permit conditions (repeated 
violation of cache content will result in revocation of permit and immediate removal of cache). 

 
6. Permittee will not change location of cache during term of permit without prior written approval from 

park. 
 

7. Park has right to revoke any permit if determination is made the cache creates safety concerns, damages or 
jeopardizes the integrity of park resources, gives rise to user conflict issues or adversely impacts park 
operations.  If park determines authorized cache is creating undesirable resource and visitor impacts and 
relocation of cache is deemed necessary, park will either remove cache or the existing permit can be 
amended to reflect new park- approved location. 
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8. Failure to comply with park guidelines will result in revocation of issued GPS- based activity permits and 

could prevent the issuance of any future GPS- based activity permits to the non- compliant group or 
individual. 

 
9. If permit for authorized cache is revoked or not reauthorized, cache will be removed from park property 

within five days and cache publication will be immediately removed from all website(s).  Unauthorized 
GPS- based activity physical caches will be removed and treated as abandoned property, and the 
responsible person may be cited.  Failure to obtain the required permit or permit violations could result in 
fines up to $5,000.00 and/or six months in jail. 

 
10. Initially, there will be no more than ten permitted GPS- based activity physical caches within the park at any 

one time.  Dependent upon yearly reviews of cumulative program impacts, the park may determine to 
permit additional physical caches, reduce the number of permitted physical caches, or maintain the current 
maximum of ten permitted physical caches. 

 
GPS- based Activity Posting Guidelines 
 
1. Permittee will include the following statement on all GPS- based activity website(s) where a park cache is 

listed:  “The fundamental purpose of the National Park Service (NPS) is to ‘conserve the scenery and the natural 
and historic objects and the wild life therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such manner and by 
such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations. (16 U.S.C. 1).’  Placing a 
cache on NPS lands without a permit is a violation of NPS regulations.  These regulations are intended to 
protect the fragile environment and the natural, cultural and historical resources found in parks.  You are 
ultimately responsible for the cache, so please make sure you know and understand the rules.” 

 
2. Permittee will provide the park with addresses of all websites on which the cache will be posted.  Permittee 

will post the park permit requirements and cache searching guidelines on all website(s) containing online 
descriptions of authorized cache locations. 

 
3. Permittee will accurately rate difficulty of finding cache and the inherent dangers of backcountry travel and 

navigation when caches are located in remote and/or rugged areas of the park.  Permittee will communicate 
any known hazards to searchers and any equipment needed for search. 

 
Cache Content 
 
1. Content of cache will be of educational or interpretive value and will be related to the location of the cache 

i.e. a cache located near Thurmond would contain educational material relating to Thurmond. 
 

2. Contents of each cache will be approved by the park prior to its placement to ensure it complements the 
park’s education mission.  Inappropriate or misleading information will be rejected and permit application 
will be denied. 

 
3. Prohibited for placement in cache are:  tobacco, ammunition, weapons, drugs (medications), alcohol, food, 

items with vulgar or pornographic content, personal/hygiene products, chemicals or scented/perfumed 
items/substances, explosives/fireworks, and advertising materials. 

 
4. The National Park Service permit sticker (provided by the park) must be adhered to the lid of the cache 

container in such a manner that it is visible through the lid.  The park regulations for searching/visiting 
caches must be located inside the lid (sticker provided by the park) so that an individual who opens the 
cache will be able to read the regulations.  See attached photos for example. 
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Cache Placement 
 
1. Cache locations will be pre- approved by the park. 

 
2. Cache placement shall involve no digging or disturbing of rocks, soil or vegetation. 

 
3. Cache placement in areas of high visitor use (Kaymoor, Fern Creek, Nuttalburg, Beauty Mountain, Fayette 

Station, Cunard, Thurmond, Grandview, Stone Cliff, etc) is restricted to established trails and other areas 
designated for public access.  

 
4. Locations that could lead to the creation of new “social” trails will not be approved.  Cache sites in remote 

areas of the park need to be located in previously disturbed areas that are able to withstand additional use, 
such as mine benches and logging roads. 

 
5. Cache sites that require searchers to illegally cross railway lines are prohibited. 

 
6. Cache sites along the river must be placed above the high water line and outside the floodplain. 

 
7. Caches shall not be buried or placed in locations that are dangerous or unsafe to access such as on cliffs, in 

trees, within mine portals, underground, underwater or within park structures. 
 

8. Cache placement is prohibited in any area that could have an adverse impact upon any endangered, 
threatened, or species of concern or could have an adverse impact upon any natural, historical or cultural 
resources.  

 
9. Park hours and closures will be observed during placement of cache. 

 
10. Maximum cache container size is 1.5 liters and should not be readily discernable by the general public. 

Containers must be clear, non- breakable and waterproof with some form of latch or lid that seals to 
prevent content exposure to moisture.  Permit identifier (permit sticker provided by the park) will be 
attached to the lid and be visible through the container lid and contain park approved guidelines for 
searching/visiting caches. 

 
11. Cache shall not be placed in park areas being considered for prescribed burns. 

 
12. Clues for locating cache must be appropriate and family/kid friendly.     

 
Guidelines for Searching for and Visiting GPS- Based Activity Physical Caches 
 
1. No digging or disturbing of rocks, soil or vegetation. 

 
Prohibited for placement in cache are:  tobacco, ammunition, weapons, drugs (medications), alcohol, food, 
items with vulgar or pornographic content, personal/hygiene products, chemicals or scented/perfumed 
items/substances, explosives/fireworks, and advertising materials. 

 
2. Park hours and closures will be observed during cache searches. 

 
3. Metal detectors may not be utilized in cache searches. 

 
4. GPS- based activities are subject to all park rules and regulations.  It is your responsibility to know the park 

rules and regulations. 



NPS Form 10-930            National Park Service 

OMB No. 1024-0026            New River Gorge National River        
(10/2010)        Gauley River National Recreation Area 
Expires 6/30/2013                     Bluestone National Scenic River 

             P. O. Box 246, Glen Jean, WV  25846 
            304-465-0508; 304-465-6517 

Application for Special Use Permit 
 
Permit Tracking #      -      -- Site Use/GPS Based Activity (Physical Cache) 
 
Please supply the information requested below. Attach additional sheets, if necessary, to provide 
required information. Allow AT LEAST 4 business days for processing (2 business days for First 
Amendment requests).  A non-refundable processing fee should accompany this application unless the 
requested use is an exercise of a First Amendment right.  You will be notified of the disposition of the 
application and the necessary steps to secure your final permit.  Your permit may require the payment of 
cost recovery charges and proof of liability insurance naming the United States of America as also 
insured. 
 
 

Applicant Name: Organization Name: 

Social Security #: Tax ID # 

Street/Address: Street/Address: 

City/State/Zip Code: City/State/Zip Code: 

Telephone #: Telephone #: 

Cell phone #: Cell phone #: 

Fax #: Fax#: 

E-mail: E-mail: 

 
 
Description of Proposed Activity (attach diagram, attach additional pages if necessary): 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Requested Location:                                                                             
 
 
 
Date(s):                                                       
 
Event set up will begin: 

(date and time) 
Event will begin: 
(date and time) 

Event will end: 
(date and time) 

Removal will be done: 
(date and time) 

    

    

    

 



Maximum Number of Participants                                                          (Please provide best estimate)  

Maximum Number of Vehicles                                                                               (attach parking plan) 

Support Equipment (list all equipment; attach additional pages if necessary) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List support personnel (contractors, etc. including addresses and telephones attach additional pages 

if necessary)               

                

                

                

Individual in charge of event on site (include address, telephone and cell phone numbers): 

 

 
Is this an exercise of First Amendment Rights?      Y N 
Are you familiar with/ have you visited the requested area?     Y  N 
Have your obtained a permit from the National Park Service in the past?   Y  N 
     (If yes, provide a list of permit dates and locations on a separate page.) 
Do you plan to advertise or issue a press release before the event?    Y N 
Will you distribute printed material?        Y N 
Is there any reason to believe there will be attempts to disrupt, protest or  
     prevent your event?  (If yes, please explain on a separate page.)   Y N 
Do you intend to solicit donations or offer items for sale?  
     (These activities may require an additional permit.)     Y N 
  
The applicant by his or her signature certifies that all the information given is complete and correct, and 
that no false or misleading information or false statements have been given.  
 
Signature                                                                                            Date     
 
 
****************************************************************************************************************** 
Information provided will be used to determine whether a permit will be issued.  Completed application 
must be accompanied by an application fee in the form of a cashiers check or money order in the 
amount of $0.00 made payable to National Park Service.  Credit card payments may be accepted at 
some parks. Application and administrative charges are non-refundable. This completed application 
should be mailed to the Program Specialist for Commercial/Special park Uses at the Park address 
found on the first page of this application. 
 
Note that this is an application only, and does not serve as permission to conduct any use of the park. 
 If your request is approved, a permit containing applicable terms and conditions will be sent to the 
person designated on the application.  The permit must be signed by the responsible person and 
returned to the park prior to the event for final approval by the Park Superintendent. 
 



NOTICES 
 
Privacy Act Statement:  The Privacy Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C. 552a) provides that you be furnished with 
the following information in connection with information required by this application.  This information 
is being collected to allow the park manager to make a value judgment on whether or not to allow the 
requested use.  Applicants are required to provide their social security or taxpayer identification 
number or activities subject to collection of fees by the National Park Service (31 U.S.C. 7701)  
Information from the application may be transferred to appropriate Federal, State, local agencies, 
when relevant to civil, criminal or regulatory investigations or prosecutions.  
 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected subject to the Paperwork 
Reduction Act (44 U.S.C. 3501) to allow the park manager to make a value judgment on whether or 
not to allow the requested use.  All applicable parts of the form must be completed. A Federal agency 
may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number. 
 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 30 
minutes per response including the time it takes to read, gather and maintain data, review instructions 
and complete the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspects of this form 
to the National Park Service, Special Park Uses Program Manager, 1849 C Street NW (2460), 
Washington, D.C. 20240. 



National Park Service 
New River Gorge National River 

Gauley River National Recreation Area 
Bluestone National Scenic River 

P. O. Box 246, Glen Jean, WV  25846 
304-465-6517; 304-465-0508 

Addendum to Application for Special Use Permit – GPS-Based Activity (Physical Cache) 
 

Permit #     -      – Site Use/GPS-Based Activity (Physical Cache) 
 
The following information must be provided in order for the park to consider your request.  If this is a multi-cache 
request, then this form must be completed for each cache location being requested. 

 
Name of Cache as it will appear online:            
 
Cache owner’s name as it will appear online:           
 
List all websites where cache will be listed:           
 
                 
 
                 
 
GPS Coordinates for cache (utilize NAD-27 or WGS-84 Base Map Datum:  N                          W   
 
Description of container used for cache (also attach photo):         
 
                 
 
                 
 
Proposed contents of cache (describe how contents will complement the park’s education mission and related 
 
park location):               
 
                 
 
                 
 
Provide all text and information to be posted online (attach additional pages as necessary):     
 
                 
 
                 
 
Attach photos of the location where cache is to be placed (overview of the general area and close-ups of the exact 
location) 
 
Attach a map (7.5 minute quadrangle map) of the location where cache is to be located. 
 
 
Please read attached Permit Guidelines for GPS-Based Activity. 



 
National Park Service 

New River Gorge National River 
Gauley River National Recreation Area 

Bluestone National Scenic River 
Compliance Checklist for Special Use Permit Application 

 
Applicant/Organization:        Date:     
 
Proposed Activities:         Permit #:     -   
 

Answering “Yes” to one of the following may be a red flag for NEPA or other compliance. 
 
Natural Resources            Yes    No  
 
Do you have to dig holes, install posts or disturb the ground surface in any way?      
 
Do you have to cut vegetation?            
 
Will any part of your activity, including spectators or media, occur outside designated 
roads, trails or recreational sites?            
 
Do you need to take vehicles onto any roads that are gated or otherwise not currently 
open to motor vehicles?             
 
Do you need to use any vehicles or equipment larger than a pick-up truck?      
 
Cultural Resources 
 
Do you have to dig holes, install posts or disturb the ground surface in any way?      
 
Do you need to go inside any building that isn’t presently open to the public?      
 
Socioeconomic 
 
Are you requesting other visitors be excluded from the area while you’re using it?     
 
Do you have to close a lane, stop traffic, even momentarily, or other control traffic?     
 
Will there be media coverage of any sort?           
 
Do you have to put up any signs, temporary paper or otherwise?        
 
Do you have any contracted services, such as catering?         
 
Will your group or your contractor be selling anything?         
 
Remarks: 
 
                
 
                
 



(NPS Form 10-930)   National Park Service 
(OMB No. 1024-0026)         New River Gorge National River        

(NEW 10/00)    Gauley River National Recreation Area 
(Expires 3/31/2010)                                   Bluestone National Scenic River 

                 P. O. Box 246, Glen Jean, WV  25846 
             304-465-6517; 304-465-0508 

                                              Application for Special Use Permit 

           SAMPLE 
Permit #10-Sample – Site Use/GPS-Based Activity (Physical Cache) 
Please supply the information requested below.  Attach additional sheets, if necessary, to provide required 
information.  Allow AT LEAST 10 business days for processing (2 business days for First Amendment requests). 
 A non-refundable processing fee should accompany this application unless the requested use is an exercise of a 
First Amendment right.  You will be notified of the disposition of the application and the necessary steps to secure 
your final permit.  Your permit may require the payment of cost recovery charges and proof of liability insurance 
naming the United States as also insured.  
 

Applicant Name:  J. Q. Public Organization Name:   National ???? 
Social Security #:    Tax ID #    54-??????? 
Street/Address: Street/Address:   Main Street 
City/State/Zip Code: City/State/Zip Code:    Anywhere, WV 
Telephone #: Telephone #:   304- 
Cell phone #: Cell phone #:   304- 
Fax #: Fax#:    304- 
E-mail: E-mail:   jqpublic@anywhere.com 

Description of Proposed Activity (attach diagram, attach additional pages if necessary): 

Establish a GPS-based physical cache near the Glen Jean Bank 

 

 

 

 
Requested Location(s):   Near the Glen Jean Bank (see attached maps and coordinates)    

Date(s):    For one year              

 

Event set up will begin: 
(date and time) 

Event will begin: 
(date and time)

Event will end: 
(date and time) 

Removal will be done: 
(date and time) 

    
 

Maximum Number of Participants    N/A                                                      (please provide best estimate)  

Maximum Number of Vehicles         N/A                                                                    (attach parking plan) 

Support Equipment (list all equipment; attach additional pages if necessary)        

 Place container, sheet paper with Glen Jean Bank history information, log book, and several pieces of swag (to 

 Include travel bugs, junior ranger badges, and geo-coins)          

                  



List support personnel (contractors, etc. including addresses and telephones; attach additional pages if 

necessary)   N/A              

                 

                 

Individual in charge of event on site (include address, telephone and cell phone numbers):      

 John Q. Public, National ?????            

 
Is this an exercise of First Amendment Rights?     Y N 
Are you familiar with/have you visited the requested area?    Y  N 
Have your obtained a permit from the National Park Service in the past?  Y  N 
(If yes, provide a list of permit dates and locations on a separate page.) 
Do you plan to advertise or issue a press release before the event?   Y N 
Will you distribute printed material?       Y N 
Is there any reason to believe there will be attempts to disrupt,    
protest or prevent your event?  (If yes, please explain on a separate page.)  Y N 
Do you intend to solicit donations or offer items for sale?  
  (These activities may require an additional permit.)    Y N 
  
The applicant, by his or her signature, certifies that all the information given is complete and correct, and that no 
false or misleading information or false statements have been given.  
 
Signature           Signed                                                                                          Date  Dated    
 
*********************************************************************************** 
Information provided will be used to determine whether a permit will be issued.  Completed application must be 
accompanied by an application fee in the form of a cashiers check or money order in the amount of $00.00 
(waived) made payable to National Park Service.  Credit card payments may be accepted at some parks.  
Application and administrative charges are non-refundable.  This completed application should be mailed to 
Program Specialist, Commercial and Special Park Uses at the Park address found on the first page of this 
application. 
 
Note that this is an application only and does not serve as permission to conduct any use of the park.  If your 
request is approved, a permit containing applicable terms and conditions will be sent to the person designated 
on the application.  The permit must be signed by the responsible person and returned to the park prior to the 
event for final approval by the Park Superintendent. 
 
*********************************************************************************** 
The above application form is provided with the understanding that parks will insert appropriate park names and 
addresses and the amount of the application/administrative cost recovery charge as desired. 
 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected to allow the park manager to make a value 
judgment on whether or not to allow the requested use.  All the applicable parts of the form must be completed.  A Federal 
agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless it 
displays a currently valid OMB control number. 
 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 30 minutes per response 
including the time it takes to read, gather and maintain data, review instructions and complete the form.  Direct comments 
regarding this burden estimate or any aspects of this form to the National Park Service, Special Park Uses Program 
Manager, 1849 C Street NW (2460), Washington, D.C. 20240. 



National Park Service 
New River Gorge National River 

Gauley River National Recreation Area 
Bluestone National Scenic River 

P. O. Box 246, Glen Jean, WV  25846 
304-465-6517; 304-465-0508 

Addendum to Application for Special Use Permit – GPS-Based Activity (Physical Cache) 
 
Permit #10-Sample – Site Use/GPS-Based Activity (Physical Cache) 
The following information must be provided in order for the park to consider your request.  If this is a multi-
cache request, then this form must be completed for each cache location being requested. 
 
Name of Cache as it will appear online:  Historic Money        
 
Cache owner’s name as it will appear online:  JQPublic        
 
List all websites where cache will be listed:  geocaching.com; (list others if applicable)     
 
                
 
                
 
GPS Coordinates for cache: N37 55’ 40.19”   W81 9’ 18.61”      
 
Description of container used for cache (also attach photo):  Small clear plastic locking sandwich 
container (see  
 
Attached photo)              
 
                
 
Proposed contents of cache (describe how contents will complement the park’s education mission and related 
 
park location):  Included is a sheet that documents the history of the Glen Jean Bank as well as its   
 
 nomination form for the National Historic Registry         
 
                
 
Provide all text and information to be posted online (attach additional pages as necessary):  See attached  
 
 pages               
 
Attach photos of the location where cache is to be placed (overview of the general area and close-ups of the 
exact location) 
 
Attach a map (7.5 minute quadrangle map) of the location where cache is to be located. 
 
 
Please read attached Permit Guidelines for GPS-Based Activity. 

 



National Park Service 
New River Gorge National River 

Gauley River National Recreation Area 
Bluestone National Scenic River 

Compliance Checklist for Special Use Permit Application 
 
Applicant/Organization: J. Q. Public      Date:  2/18/2010  
 
Proposed Activities: Establish a GPS physical cache near Glen Jean Bank Permit #: 10-Sample  
 

Answering “Yes” to one of the following may be a red flag for NEPA or other compliance. 
 
Natural Resources            Yes    No  
 
Do you have to dig holes, install posts or disturb the ground surface in any way?        X  
 
Do you have to cut vegetation?              X  
 
Will any part of your activity, including spectators or media, occur outside designated 
roads, trails or recreational sites?              X  
 
Do you need to take vehicles onto any roads that are gated or otherwise not currently 
open to motor vehicles?               X  
 
Do you need to use any vehicles or equipment larger than a pick-up truck?         X  
 
Cultural Resources 
 
Do you have to dig holes, install posts or disturb the ground surface in any way?        X  
 
Do you need to go inside any building that isn’t presently open to the public?        X  
 
Socioeconomic 
 
Are you requesting other visitors be excluded from the area while you’re using it?        X  
 
Do you have to close a lane, stop traffic, even momentarily, or other control traffic?       X  
 
Will there be media coverage of any sort?             X  
 
Do you have to put up any signs, temporary paper or otherwise?          X  
 
Do you have any contracted services, such as catering?           X  
 
Will your group or your contractor be selling anything?           X  
 
Remarks: 
                
 
                
 



Text and information to be posted on geocaching.com: 
 
This cache is a quick park and grab in downtown Glen Jean.  Easy to get to and fairly easy to find.  This cache 
is located in a very heavy traffic area.  There are lots of other people in the area most of the day, so be extra 
cautious.  Take your time and you should have no problems.  Make sure that you don’t fall into the stream!  
Remember to BYOP! 
 

“The fundamental purpose of the National Park Service (NPS) is to ‘conserve the scenery and the natural 
and historic objects and the wild life therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such manner 
and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations (16 U.SC 1)’.  
Placing a cache on NPS lands without a permit is a violation of NPS regulations. These regulations are 
intended to protect the fragile environment and the natural, cultural and historical resources found in 
parks. You are ultimately responsible for the cache, so please make sure you know the rules and 
regulations.” 
 

Difficulty – 1 star 
 
Terrain – 1 star 
 
Attributes – Recommended for kids, takes less than an hour, and is available at all times, including winter 
season.  Could encounter thorns and snakes.  Is wheelchair and stroller accessible.  Available are public parking 
and public restrooms (during business hours). 
 
Location – N37 55’ 40.19”    W81 9’ 18.61” 
 
Additional Hints – None 
 
Spoilers -- None 
 






































