
E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I C A ™

New River Gorge National River

Bluestone National Scenic River

Gauley River National Recreation Area

Mailing Address

P.O. Box 246, 104 Main St.

Glen Jean, WV 25846

304-465-0508

Internet

http://www.nps.gov/neri 

http://www.facebook.com/newrivergorgenps

Canyon Rim Visitor Center 		            304-574-2115

in Lansing, WV (38.07003˚ N, 81.07583˚ W)

Open daily 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Thurmond Depot 			             304-465-8550

in Thurmond, WV (37.95712˚ N, 81.07879˚ W)

Open daily 10:00 am - 5:00 pm, June through August

Grandview Visitor Center 		            304-763-3715

in Grandview, WV (37.83047˚ N, 81.06333˚ W)

Open daily 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm, June through August

Sandstone Visitor Center  		            304-466-0417

in Sandstone, WV (37.7832˚ N, 80.89778˚ W)

Open daily 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

New River Gorge National River

Scan this QR code to 
visit the park website.

Somewhere, something incredible is waiting 
to be known.
           		            Carl Sagan 
        		                   American Scientist and Educator

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

The National Park Service cares for the special places saved by           

the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

Ranger Activities August 2012
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

29 30 31 1
•	 6:30 
pm Ranger 
on the 
Rock

2
•	 6:30  pm 
Ranger on 
the Rock
•	 6:30 pm       
Coal Display 
& Jr. Ranger

3
•	 2:30 pm Ranger’s 
Choice
•	 6:30  pm Ranger on 
the Rock

4
•	 9:30 am Hike of the 
Week: Nuttallburg
•	 10:00 am Bluestone Walk
•	 10:00 am Bluestone 
Turnpike Hike 
•	 6:30 pm Ranger on the 
Rock
•	 6:30 pm Coal Display & 
Jr. Ranger

5
•	 11:00 am Historic 
Thurmond
•	 2:00 pm Ranger on the 
Spot: Nuttallburg
•	 2:00 pm Safety on the 
BLUE
•	 2:30 pm Ranger’s 
Choice:
•	 6:30 pm Ranger on the 
Rock

6 7
•	 6:30 
pm 
Ranger 
on the 
Rock

8
•	 6:30 
pm Ranger 
on the 
Rock

9
•	 6:15 pm 
Naturalist 
Notebook 
Skills Series: 
Wildflowers
•	 6:30  pm 
Ranger on 
the Rock
•	 6:30 pm       
Coal Display 
& Jr. Ranger

10
•	 2:00 pm Ranger on the 
Spot: Arrowhead
•	 2:30 pm Ranger’s 
Choice
•	 6:30  pm Ranger on 
the Rock

11
•	 9:00 am Grand Birding 
•	 9:30 am Hike of the 
Week: Nuttallburg
•	 10:00 am Bluestone Walk
•	 2:30 pm Ranger’s Choice
•	 6:30 pm Ranger on the 
Rock
•	 6:30 pm Coal Display & 
Jr. Ranger
•	 8:30 pm Naturalist 
Notebook Skills Series: 
Perseid Meteor Shower

12
•	 11:00 am Historic 
Thurmond 
•	 2:00 pm Ranger on the 
Spot: Thurmond
•	 2:30 pm Ranger’s Choice
•	 6:30 pm Ranger on the 
Rock

13 14
•	 6:30 
pm 
Ranger 
on the 
Rock

15
•	 6:30 
pm Ranger 
on the 
Rock
•	 6:30 
pm       
Coal 
Display & 
Jr. Ranger

16
•	 6:30 pm 
Ranger on 
the Rock

17
•	 2:00 pm Ranger on the 
Spot: Long Point
•	 2:30 pm Ranger’s 
Choice
•	 6:30 pm Ranger on the 
Rock

18
•	 9:30 am Hike of the 
Week: Wolf Creek Ramble
•	 10:00 am Bluestone Walk
•	 2:30 pm Ranger’s Choice

19
•	 11:00 am Historic 
Thurmond
•	 2:30 pm Ranger’s Choice

20 21 22 23 24 
Hidden History WKND
•	 2:00 pm Days of the 
Civil War Tour
•	 2:30 pm West Virginia: 
Child of the Civil War
•	 6:00 pm Railroad Town 
Tour: Thurmond
•	 6:30 pm Ranger on the 
Rock
•	 6:30 pm Hawks Nest 
Tunnel
•	 7:45 pm Railroad 
Folklore Storytelling

25
•	 9:00 am Grand Birding

Hidden History WKND 
•	 9:00 am Historic Site 
Photography Auto Tour
•	 9:00 am Antique Car 
Show
•	 9:30 am Nuttallburg Top 
to Bottom Hike
•	 10:00 am Bluestone Walk 
& Farley Loop Bonus
•	 8:00 pm Oldies Rock ‘n 
Roll Concert

26 
Hidden History WKND 
•	 10:00 am Country Roads 
•	 2:00 pm Loop the Rend
•	 2:00 pm Days of the 
Civil War Tour
•	 2:30 pm Coal Was King
•	 3:00 pm 200 Year Hike
•	 7:00 pm Mountaineer 
Trivia Game!

27 28 29 30 31 1

Ranger Activities
August 2012

Join a park ranger for a special talk, walk, 

or hike. Ranger-led activities provide an 

opportunity to learn more about the natural 

world around us and the people who shaped 

our past.



Grand Birding   		      2 hours, 1 mile
LOCATION: Grandview Visitor Center

Stroll the park looking and listening for birds. Bring 
binoculars or some will be available.

Hike of the Week   		       2 to 2.5 hours
Explore the land on a leisurely hike, discovering the 
area’s rich natural and cultural history. Trails used for 
these programs are easy to moderate in difficulty.
•	 Aug. 4 LOCATION: Nuttallburg 	    2 miles	

Meet at the Tipple Trailhead at Nuttallburg 
•	 Aug. 11 LOCATION: Nuttallburg 	    2 miles	

Meet at the Canyon Rim Visitor Center in Lansing
•	 Aug. 18 LOCATION: Wolf Creek Ramble 3 miles 

Meet at the Long Point Trailhead near Fayetteville.

Historic Thurmond   15 min. to 1 hour, 0.5 miles
11:00 am on August 5, 12, and 19
LOCATION: Thurmond Depot Visitor Center

What was life like in one of the New River Gorge’s 
most renowned towns? Meet a ranger in Thurmond’s 
historic district for an informal town tour.

Naturalist Notebook Skills Series   		      	
LOCATION: Burnwood Day Use Area      2 hours, 1 mile
Build naturalist skills in this mini nature course series. 
Advance sign-up encouraged; call 304-574-2115.
•	 August 9, 6:15 pm to 8:15 pm     Wildflowers ID
•	 August 11, 8:30 pm to 10:30 pm  Stars and 

Summer Series Finale (see Perseid Meteor Showers)

Ranger’s Choice   	       15 minutes to 2 hours
2:30 pm on several Fridays, Saturdays, & Sundays
LOCATION:  Canyon Rim Visitor Center

Come and go as you please for this informal program. 
Topics and hands-on exhibits vary with every program 
about natural history or cultural heritage.  
•	 August 3 TOPIC: Birds
•	 August 5 TOPIC: Kaymoor
•	 August 10 TOPIC: Snakes
•	 August 11 TOPIC: Historic Coal Mining
•	 August 12 TOPIC: Youth Arts in the Parks 
•	 August 17 TOPIC: Snakes
•	 August 18 TOPIC: Snakes
•	 August 19 TOPIC: Hammer Dulcimer

Ranger on the Spot        15 minutes to 2 hours
Meet a ranger at heritage hot spots. Come and go as 
you please and discuss the natural and cultural history. 
•	 August 5 LOCATION: Nuttallburg			 

Meet at Nuttallburg in the Tipple Trail area.
•	 August 10 LOCATION: Arrowhead Trails		

Meet a biking ranger on an Arrowhead Trails. 
•	 August 12 LOCATION: Thurmond			 

Meet in Thurmond’s downtown historic district.
•	 August 17 LOCATION: Long Point			 

Meet a ranger along the Long Point Trail. 

Safety on the Blue  		         1 to 2  hours 
LOCATION: Bluestone Lake (Pits Rd. on Route 20 just 
south of Hinton)

Join in on the fun during this interactive, water safety 
program. The first 100 children who register and 
attend this education program will receive a new 
properly fitted PFD (Personal Flotation Device or life 
jacket). This free program is part of the West Virginia 
Water Festival,  a partnership between the National 
Park Service, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and 
Bluestone State Park. The full event runs from 12:00 
pm to 5:00 pm. Come join in on many fun activities.

Hidden History Weekend 
(August 24 to 26) This special event is a partnership 
between the National Park Service and the following 
West Virginia State Parks: Babcock, Carnifex Ferry 
Battlefield, Hawks Nest, and Pipestem Resort.

See detailed event schedule, program descriptions, 
and program locations at www.nps.gov/neri.

Friday, August 24:
•	 Days of the Civil War Tour, 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
•	 West Virginia: Child of the Civil War, 2:30 pm 

- 4:30 pm
•	 Railroad Town Tour: Thurmond, 6:00 pm - 7:30 

pm
•	 Hike the Narrow Gauge, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
•	 Hawks Nest Tunnel: Progress & Tragedy, 6:30 

pm - 7:15 pm
•	 Ranger on the Rock, 6:30 pm - 7:45 pm

August 2012 Program Descriptions

•	 All programs are free unless otherwise noted. 
•	 Wear comfortable walking or hiking shoes for 

all hikes. Water, snack, camera, and binoculars 
are other useful tools to bring along.

Daily Programs (see program dates below)

Ranger on the Rock     15 minutes to 1.15 hours
6:30 pm  to 7:45 pm daily August 1 to 17 (except 
Mondays) and August 24
LOCATION:  Grandview’s Main Overlook
Come and go as you please for this informal program 
with a ranger at one of the gorge’s best views. Enjoy the 
scenery and discuss area natural and cultural history. 

All Other August Programs
(Activities listed alphabetically by program title)

Bluestone Turnpike Hike       5 hours, 9.5 miles
LOCATION: base of Pipestem Resort State Park tramway

Take a walk on the wild side through Bluestone 
National Scenic River and explore the diversity of this 
remote area. Meet a ranger at the bottom of Pipestem’s 
tramway to hike the Bluestone Turnpike Trail. A FREE 
shuttle is provided for the return trip to Pipestem. Wear 
sturdy hiking shoes, bring lunch, and plenty of water. 

Bluestone Walk		  1.5 hours, 2 miles 
10:00 am every Saturday
LOCATION: base of Pipestem Resort State Park tramway

Meet a ranger at the bottom of Pipestem’s tramway to 
walk within Bluestone National Scenic River for a mile 
and return. Along the way, enjoy the flora and fauna of 
the area and discover regional history. Bring $2.00 for 
the return tram ride. 

Coal Display & Jr. Ranger  15 min. to 1.5 hours
LOCATION: Theatre West Virginia concession stand area 
at Grandview

Kids see a display on historic coal mining and have fun 
working on Jr. Ranger activities. Open to Theatre West 
Virginia ticket holders.

•	 Railroad Folklore Storytelling Sampler, 7:45 
pm - 8:45 pm 

Saturday, August 25:
•	 Historic Sites Photography Auto Tour, 9:00 am 

- 5:00 pm, reservations requested 304-574-2115
•	 Antique Car Show, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
•	 Nuttallburg Top to Bottom Hike, 9:30 am - 2:30 

pm, reservations REQUIRED 304-574-2115
•	 Nuttallburg Site Tour, 12:30 pm - 1:30 pm
•	 Bluestone Walk & Farley Loop Bonus, 10:00 

am - 11:30 am (extend to 1:30 pm on Farley 
Loop), $2

•	 Oldies Rock ‘n Roll Concert, 8:00 pm - 10:00 
pm, $10/$5 

Sunday, August 26:
•	 Country Roads Walk, 10:00 am - 11:30 am
•	 Loop the Rend Hike, 2:00 pm - 5:00 pm
•	 Days of the Civil War Tour, 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
•	 When Coal Was King, 2:30 pm - 4:30 pm
•	 The 200 Year Hike, 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm
•	 Mountaineer Trivia Game!, 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Be a Super Steward of This Resource: 
Leave No Trace!

Whether on a trail to discover new sights or 
let adrenaline flow, each of us can help care 
for parks during our visit. Think safety first 
and practice Leave No Trace Outdoor Ethics to 
play light on the land and respect others too.

•	 Plan ahead and prepare
•	 Travel and camp on durable surfaces
•	 Dispose of waste properly
•	 Leave what you find
•	 Minimize campfire impacts
•	 Respect wildlife
•	 Be considerate of other visitors

For more information: 1-800-332-4100  www.LNT.org


