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Nuttallburg’s white church once stood here. It is called “white 
church” not because the building was white but because the 
congregation members were white. Here, as in most coal towns, 
blacks and whites attended separate churches.

Religion in the coal fields was much like religion anywhere; some 
people were religious, some were not. Because miners and their 
families came from a multitude of nationalities and religious 
backgrounds, churches of many denominations were found in 
New River Gorge. Religion in this region in the late 1800s and early 
1900s was as diverse, if not more so, than it is today.

Few details are known about Nuttallburg’s church, but John 
Nuttall II described a conversation between his mother, Katherine, 
and father, Lawrence Nuttall, regarding building it. Katherine 
began, “We must build a church which can be in the lower corner 

of our stableyard in the center of the village. His father replied, 
“Katherine it won’t work, we have families of five denominations all 

living in peace and if we start a church they will begin falling out.” 

Katherine got her church; it was Presbyterian.
 

White Church

Nuttallburg’s white church is 
seen here on dedication day, 
circa 1900.

The inscription written on the 
back of the photo identified 
dedication particpants. LWN 
(upper left) is Lawrence William 
Nuttall, son of John Nuttall, the 
town’s founder. The boy, John, 
sitting on steps is John Nuttall II, 
Lawrence’s son.


