
The Nuttallburg Mine
You are at the Nuttallburg Mine, the scene of intense activity for 85 
years (1873-1958). Men, mules, coal cars, and machinery all operated 
on this narrow bench cut into the slope of New River Gorge. Here men 
entered the earth to earn their living. As time passed and technology 
changed, the scene changed too. Mules gave way to electric locomotives, 
miners opened new entrances, and structures came and went. 
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Headhouse:
coal cars were weighed and 
dumped, coal was transferred 
to conveyor.

Electric 
Substation:
converted alternating 
current (ac) to direct 
current (Dc) and 
reduced voltage.

Conveyor:  
carried coal to bottom of gorge.

Hoist House: 
housed machinery 
to operate the 
mountain haulage.

Mountain Haulage: 
moved men and 
supplies between 
here and the bottom.
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Secondary portal:
empty coal cars 
re-entered the mine.

Conveyor Trail
(to townsite)

Mine Entrance Main Portal:
loaded coal cars exited the mine.

Sand House: 
stored dry sand to 
spread on tracks 
to provide traction 
during inclement 
weather.

this part of the mine was 
called the “bench level,” 
because a flat shelf, or bench, 
was carved into the slope to 
support the mine facilities.
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the nuttallburg Mine was a “drift” 
mine, meaning the entrance was at 
the same level as the coal. Miners 
reached the coal by tunnelling 
directly into it.

coal occurs in layers, called seams, or 
banks. the seam here (the sewell 
seam) was just 3½ feet thick, which 
was not good. But the coal was high-
quality, so mining it was profitable.
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other rock layers lay above and 
below the coal. the layer below 
formed the mine’s floor, the layer 
above formed the roof. one of the 
most dangerous parts of the mine 
was the roof. if a section collapsed 
it could crush miners beneath tons 
of rock.
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