
WATER  IS  LIFE
A Water Resource Education Curriculum

GOAL:	 	 This	curriculum	will	develop	an	appreciation	for	one	of	Earth's	most	
	 	 	 valuable	resource	—	water,	as	well	as	an	understanding	of	the	quality	
	 	 	 of	the	water	in	the	New	River	watershed.

PURPOSE:	 	 This	curriculum	will	teach	participants	about	their	water	resources	and	
	 	 	 ways	to	conserve	and	protect	their	water	resources.	It	is	hoped	that	they		 	
	 	 will	do	at	least	one	thing	to	reduce,	minimize,	or	eliminate	water	pollution.

OBJECTIVES:	 1.	 to	explore	the	New	River	watershed	and	its	aquatic	environment.
	 	 	 	 	 	 2.	 to	identify	ways	we	use	water	and	how	these	uses	potentially	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 contribute	to	water	pollution.	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 2.	 to	discover	the	importance	of	water	and	water	quality.
	 	 	 	 	 	 4.	 to	learn	ways	that	everyone	can	help	conserve	and	protect
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 the	water	resources	of	the	watershed	in	which	we	live.

INTRODUCTION:

This	water	resource	education	curriculum	was	developed	through	the	corporative	efforts		 of	the	
staff	at	New	River	Gorge	National	River	and	the	eight	grade	teachers	at	Summers	County	Middle	
School.	It	is	designed	for	students	in	grades	six	thru	eight.	The	curriculum	is	a	six-week	program	
focusing	on	current	and	critical	issues	related	to	water	quality	within	the	New	River	watershed.	

Each	unit	focuses	on	one	of	the	following	water	resource	units:	
	 	 	 	 	 	 A	Ribbon	of	Life	(The	New	River	Watershed),	
	 	 	 	 	 	 Water	and	People	(The	Important	of	Water),	
	 	 	 	 	 	 Water	Quality	(The	Quality	of	Our	Water),
	 	 	 	 	 	 The	Source	of	the	Problem	(Point	and	Non-Point	Source	Pollution),
	 	 	 	 	 	 At	Home	in	the	River	(Aquatic	Species),
	 	 	 	 	 	 Clean	Water	Forever	(Protecting	Our	Water	Resources).	

A	ranger	presentation	is	conducted	for	each	unit	preceded	
and	followed	up	by	a	series	of	pre-	and	post-visit	activities.	
The	pre-	and	post-visit	activities	are	conducted	in	the	
classroom	by	the	teachers	and	students	during	the	
remainder	of	the	week.
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