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			Before you Begin

			This story book will take you through many historical locations in New Bedford. At some of these locations, you will meet important people from history who may introduce you to names, culture, and other locations for you to explore.

			If you want to learn more about the history of New Bedford, please be sure to visit the many links to the National Park Service website found throughout this book. 

			We hope you enjoy your stay!

		

	
		
			Welcome to Port!

			[image: View from ship deck arriving at the New Bedford port]

			“Well, hello there! My name is William, and I am pleased to meet you! Are you going to New Bedford too? I hear all kinds of people are going there to find work. That’s what I’m doing. Actually, I hope to be captain of my very own whaleship one day, but I know that it will take time and hard work to be captain!

			If you’re looking to work on a whaleship, you’re going to have to visit the U.S. Custom House to get your Seamen’s Protection Papers. That’s where I’m heading as soon as we dock.

			New Bedford is a busy port, so ask around if you get lost! There’s always something new to discover! It was nice to meet you, and if I don’t see you again, good luck!”

		

	
		
			Shipping Docks

			[image: A New Bedford whaling dock with crewmen preparing for a voyage]

			“Captain! I have the new toggle iron harpoon from Mr. Lewis Temple!”

			“Yes, Queequeg, that IS impressive! Mr. Lewis Temple has invented a new harpoon! I am sure this harpoon will be remembered throughout history. Quickly, gather the crew and load up the ship! We will need plenty of barrels to store the oil during our voyage, so check with the coopers to make sure we are fully stocked! 

			Confirm that everyone has their Seamen’s Protection Paper to board the ship. If they do not, send them over to the U.S. Custom House right away! Now, let’s hurry and get ready. I want to set sail by morning!”

		

	
		
			Ship Deck

			[image: The deck of a whaleship]

			“Hey there! I wasn’t expecting anyone to be on deck this early, but while you’re here, you can help me out! I have to gather the tools for the tryworks behind me before we set sail tomorrow. This is what we use to render the blubber from the whales. I know it sounds disgusting, but you get used to the smell after a few weeks! Once it boils down into oil, we store it in barrels below deck. We hope that we will return after about two years or so and unload our cargo.

			Me, a captain?! Haha, no, not yet anyway! If you want to be a captain, you first have to start as a greenhand, work your way up to first mate then, if you do good work, maybe you can captain a ship! I see you don’t have your Seamen’s Protection Papers though, so you’d best find your way into town before the captain sees you!”

		

	
		
			The Coopers Work

			[image: Two men are working on the shipping docks to assemble barrels used for storing whale oil]

			“I hear the captain wants to set sail tomorrow morning.”

			“Yeah? I heard that too. We better hurry and finish stowing this gear! How many more barrels are left to store below deck?”

			“As soon as I finish building these few, we need to get all those casks back there onto the ship tonight!”

			“Wow, that’s a lot! If we can fill all of those with oil during this voyage, we should have a nice payout when we return home. Still, I am not looking forward to the food. I heard one crew actually ate hippopotamus meat!” 

		

	
		
			Centre Street
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			“My name is Benjamin Rodman Jr., and I am a merchant in New Bedford. Some people say that I am a social activist, but really, I like to have my hand in a bit of everything! I own a small farm and donate crops to the poor.

			Many enslaved men and women have come to New Bedford to escape slavery via the Underground Railroad. They are looking for freedom and work and can find it here aboard our whaleships. New Bedford is a culturally diverse port, but there is still much work to be done for equality! Did you know that a person can be arrested if they cannot afford their debts? My hope is that we will one day grow past this, but it may be a slow process.

			Look at the time! I need to leave for other business matters, but please explore New Bedford! I hear you can get a delicious Johnny Cake recipe from the ladies at Johnny Cake Hill!”

		

	
		
			Johnny Cake Hill
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			Johnny Cake Hill is a central location for whalers that come to New Bedford. Here, the Seamen’s Bethel offers a place for prayer and services before men take to the sea. Next to the Bethel is the Mariners’ Home, which provides a place for whalers to stay and rest. Both the Bethel and the Mariners’ Home are owned by the New Bedford Port Society.

			Did you know that the Mariners’ Home is a “clean” boarding house? What does “clean” mean, you ask? Well, basically it means that for as long as a whaler lives at the Mariners’ Home, he can not drink alcohol or take part in any other activity that is not proper by the rules of the Port Society.

		

	
		
			Seamen’s Bethel
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			“Oh, hello there! I did not hear you come in as I was busy writing some notes. My name is Herman Melville, and I am gathering information for what I hope will be a great American novel. 

			Did you know that I spent a little over a year on a whaleship? I heard so many stories of adventure that I wanted to experience it for myself. In fact, I am here now in this Seamen’s Bethel researching the many seamen that have been lost at sea. Tell me, have you heard of Captain Swain? There is a cenotaph on the wall behind me in his honor.

			Perhaps if I see you again, I will have finished my novel! I have not decided on a name yet. What do you think of Moby-Dick?”

		

	
		
			Captain Swain’s Cenotaph
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			A cenotaph is a memorial used to honor those that have died at sea. Cenotaphs like this may have inspired Herman Melville while writing Moby-Dick.[image: Captain Swains Cenotaph as seen hanging on the wall at the Seamens Bethel]

		

	
		
			Johnny Cake Hill
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			“Goodness, me, it is a beautiful day! I am so excited to get home to try this new Johnny Cake Recipe! I think I will make a batch for Charles Petty’s family. Did you hear what happened?”

			 “I did not! Please tell me!?”

			“I heard that Mr. Petty jumped overboard to take a bath in the ocean. The captain told him that he should not do that, but he did it anyway!”

			“What happened next?”

			“Well, while he was bathing, a shark came along and gobbled him up!”

		

	
		
			U.S. Custom House
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			“Say, how do you do today? My name is William Carney, and I see you just registered for the 54th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment too!”

			“I am very well, thank you! I am James Gooding and I just enlisted over at the Tobey & Coggeshall Storefront behind the U.S. Custom House. I hear, since the Emancipation Proclamation, there have been a lot of new recruits!”

			“I can’t believe we can join the Army now, James. Maybe one of us will one day earn the Medal of Honor! Won’t that be a sight?”

			“It sure would be. With so many escaped slaves coming to New Bedford through the Underground Railroad, I’d bet recruitment is high. I wonder if anyone is at Nathan and Polly Johnson’s House? Maybe we should walk over to spread the word?”

		

	
		
			Nathan and Polly
Johnson House
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			“My name is Frederick Douglass but, that’s not the name I was born with. My slave name was Frederick Bailey. In 1838, I escaped slavery with the help of my wife, Anna Murray. She risked everything to help me find freedom, and thanks to the Underground Railroad, I arrived in New Bedford.

			The house behind me belongs to Nathan and Polly Johnson. It was with the help of this family that many runaway slaves escaped. Nathan Johnson suggested I change my name to Douglass from a character in the poem, The Lady of the Lake, a book he was reading at the time of my arrival in New Bedford. I intend to dedicate my life to the freedom and equality of all races!

			Before I forget, there was a young man named William asking for you. I believe he is at the Tobey & Coggeshall Storefront now!”

		

	
		
			Tobey & Coggeshall

			[image: Behind the U S Custom House stands the Tobey and Coggeshall storefront]

			“It’s you again! You might not recognize me in uniform, but we met on the boat ride into New Bedford earlier. My name is William. I have been looking all over for you to tell you the great news!

			I decided to enlist in the 54th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment. That way, I can fight for our country and help bring freedom to friends and family back home. Besides, I’m not sure I want to spend years at a time at sea. Don’t tell anyone, but I get seasick easy!

			Speaking of being at sea, did you ever get your Seamen’s Protection Papers from the U.S. Custom House? No? Well you better go back, and hurry! The office will be closing soon!”

		

	
		
			Congratulations!
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			“You arrived just in time! We were about to close our office for the day. Here is the paperwork to present to your captain before joining his crew. This Seamen’s Protection Paper will show that you are free and eligible for work as a whaler.”

		

	
		
			Last Call to Board!
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			“Hello, again. Are you here to board my whaleship? Well, then, you better hurry! As you can see behind me, everyone has already boarded and the captain is ready to set sail. Judging by my watch, you have very little time.

			If everything is in order, then I wish you a safe voyage!”

		

	
		
			Ahoy, Set the Sails!

			[image: Back aboard the whaleship the captain is standing ready to greet you]

			“It looks like you are the last one aboard. Do you have your Seamen’s Protection Paper? I see! Well in that case, welcome aboard!

			This ship is owned by Mr. Benjamin Rodman Jr. You may have met him in town today. Even though I am captain, I do not own the whaleship myself. Merchants like Mr. Rodman provide ships for us to hunt whales. Our job is to harvest as much oil as possible! We are paid by how much oil we can safely bring back to port.

			So, are you ready for a new adventure? In that case, let us set sail!”

		

	
		
			Congratulations On Your Journey Through New Bedford!

			Before you go, we hope you click the following link to receive your very own Junior Ranger Certificate of Completion! If your browser does not automatically open the certificate, please check your browser downloads.

			View Your Certificate!
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