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Thousands Gather to Celebrate 30 New Miles on Shafer Butte Mountain Bike Trail System 
Bogus Basin ski area, north of Boise, ID (September 2007) 

 
Over 2,000 people gathered at Bogus Basin ski area for the 
first annual Trailpalooza for the dedication and opening of 30 
plus miles of trail that make up the first phase of the newly 
constructed Shafer Butte Mountain Bike Trail System.  The 
trails were developed through a partnership between Bogus 
Basin Ski Resort, Boise National Forest, Ridge to Rivers 
Partnership, and Southwest Idaho Mountain Bike Association 
(SWIMBA - a local IMBA affiliate).  Responding to a request for 
assistance from SWIMBA, NPS Rivers, Trails, and 
Conservation Assistance staff helped the partners develop a 
trail plan for over 50 miles of trail that seeks to maximize 
resources amongst partners and a trail user guide/map that is 

being sold to help sustain the system.  The majority of trail work was performed by SWIMBA volunteers under 
supervision from Ridge to Rivers and USFS personnel.  The celebration, hosted by the Boise Co-op, included 
guided bicycle tours for all skill levels, a kids’ safety course, food, and music. For more information and to view 
a map, go to ridgetorivers.org or contact Dan Miller, Community Planner, at dan_miller@nps.gov or 360-816-
6232. 
 
28 Acres of Land Conserved Along the Lamprey Wild and Scenic River 
Southeastern NH (August 2007) 
 
Piece by piece, the Lamprey River Advisory Committee (LRAC) is working with 
landowners to conserve land along the Lamprey Wild and Scenic River.  In 
August 2007, Howard and Deb Burrows signed a conservation easement on 28 
riverfront acres, bringing the total land conserved with LRAC involvement to 
1,072 acres. Other negotiations are underway for adjacent and nearby riparian 
woods along this river in seacoast New Hampshire. National Park Service staff 
for LRAC initiated and lead the conversations and prepared documents leading 
to this success. The Southeast Land Trust of New Hampshire holds the 
easement and was integral to the negotiations. These 28 acres will now be 
forever devoted to clean water, abundant wildlife, and maintenance of the 
area's rural character. For more information, please contact Julie Isbill at 
julie_isbill@nps.gov or 207-725-5028. 
 
Innovative Community Engagement through Art Leads to Land Donations  
Greensboro, PA (October 14, 2007) 
 

A half-day paddling trip and dedication ceremony for the newly donated 
¼ acre Potters Park was held in Greensboro, a community of 300 people 
along the Monongahela River.  In addition, 1.5 acres was donated to the 
borough from another landowner as part of a public art mural project in 
Greensboro. Since 2005, NPS Rivers, Trails and Conservation 
Assistance (RTCA) program staff has assisted the community and their 
Nathanael Greene Historical Foundation to develop plans for a 1.5 mile 
trail and river access. This effort involved engaging an artist-in-
residence, Connie Merriman, through the Pittsburgh Center for the Arts, 
who worked with the neighbors to envision an artist’s community and 
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create a mural along the trail. RTCA also helped implement two annual Art Blast creative community 
conferences and festivals, and coordinate multiple trail walks and paddle trips.  For more information, contact 
Peggy Pings, NPS RTCA, at mpings@wvu.edu or 304-293-2941 x2446. 
 
The "Good Life" Just Got a Little Better - New Section Opens Up 60-mile Trail Corridor  
Lincoln, NE (November 17, 2007) 
 
Thirteen miles of the Homestead Trail, owned by the Lower 
Platte South Natural Resources Districted (NRD), is now 
complete. About 70 people attended the trail dedication at 
Roca Berry Farm, which included a barbecue lunch, courtesy 
of the Great Plains Trails Network to honor trail partners. 
Originating at Lincoln’s Jamaica North Trail and Wilderness 
Park, the trail is owned by several entities and continues more 
than 60-miles to Marysville, Kansas. The NRD-owned portion 
is the second stretch to be developed; the trail from Beatrice to 
Pickrell was completed earlier this year. NPS Rivers, Trails, 
and Conservation Assistance program staff facilitated several 
public meetings and assisted in the development of the master 
plan. Federal funding through the Nebraska Department of Roads and the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission, private funding from the Great Plains Trails Network and many volunteers helped the NRD 
complete the project. For more information, please contact Karen Anderson, Omaha, NE at 
karen_anderson@nps.gov or 402-661-1542.  

  
Long Term Lease Celebrated with 8-Town Relay 
Danvers, Wenham, Georgetown, Boxford, Newbury, Newburyport, Topsfield, and Salisbury, MA (October 21, 
2007)  

 
Teams from all 8 communities traversed the 29-mile Border 
to Boston trail in one day to celebrate a year of success in 
securing rights to 6.7 miles of the trail and the towns of 
Salisbury, Newburyport and Topsfield signing a long-term 
lease with the Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority for use 
of the rail corridor as a trail. RTCA facilitated an event 
committee with representatives from each team and assured 
the excellent weather! Organizing on the ground events is a 
highly effective tool to engage community leadership and to 
identify critical issues which need to be addressed.  Local 
elected officials participated, providing many their first 
opportunity to directly experience the trail and appreciate the 
benefits it offers. Key partners included Essex National 

Heritage Commission, the 8 towns, and Rails to Trails Conservancy. For more information, please contact 
Steve Golden, Program Leader, RTCA Boston, at steve_golden@nps.gov or 617-223- 5123. 
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