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Elementary Students Some of the First to Use the New Northern Rail Trail Section  
Andover, NH (September 12 & October 3, 2007) 
 

The Northern Rail Trail now runs more than 5 
miles from East Andover to Potter Place, 
attracting new users, including students from 
Andover Elementary/Middle School who 
celebrated "National Walk to School Day" on 
the rail trail on October 3rd. Funded by a 
$30,000 Recreation Trails grant, the Friends of 
the Northern Rail Trail in Merrimack County 
(FNRT-MC) organized and oversaw the 
grading of the former Boston & Maine rail bed 

and laying down 126 loads of hard pack in September.  FNRT-MC board member Charles Martin 
reported, “Immediately after the last load was delivered, two guys from Concord showed up on 
mountain bikes… Amazing how quickly people discover and use the rail trail!”  
 
The completion of this new segment also initiates a pioneer partnership between FNRT-MC and the 
Highland Lake Inn, which overlooks the rail trail. The Inn will serve as the rail trail’s first Welcome 
Center, providing parking, restrooms and trail information, a model FNRT-MC hopes to spread 
throughout the trail.  
 
The NPS Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program has worked with the FRNT-MC for 
two years to help them with the rail bed conversion. Ultimately, 59 miles of continuous rail trail, the 
longest rail trail in New Hampshire, will allow people to ride their bikes or hike from the 
Connecticut River Valley to the Lakes Region. For more information, please contact Lelia Mellen, 
NH Projects Director, at Lelia_Mellen@nps.gov or 802- 457-3368x14. 
 
 
Missouri River Cleanup 
Omaha, NE/Council Bluffs, IA (September 22, 2007)  
 
The National Park Service, in partnership with 
Back to the River Inc. and Missouri River Relief, 
held a river clean-up on the Missouri River.  In 
addition to the primary partners, over 22 other 
organizations provided assistance and donations, 
resulting in nearly 400 volunteers who cleaned-up 
15 miles of river shoreline. Over 5 tons of trash, 2 
tons of steel, and 22 tires were collected.  The 
NPS support for this effort was provided by the 
Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance 
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program working in conjunction with staff from Lewis Clark National Historic Trail and Missouri 
National Recreational River.  NPS provided organizational assistance, boat transportation to the 
clean-up sites, and volunteers to this National Public Lands day event. For more information, please 
contact Mark Weekley at mark_weekley@nps.gov or 402-661-1570.  
 
 
Clark's Pond Trail Kicks Off Effort to Increase Community Quality of Life 
South Portland, ME (September 30, 2007)  
 

As part of Long Creek Family Day, Maine's 
Governor Baldacci cut the ribbon that officially 
opens the new 1.5 mile Clark's Pond Trail.  In 
October 2006, the South Portland Land Trust and its 
West End Trails Committee organized 80 volunteers 
to make the first clearing of the trail.  Bridges and 
steps were added this summer by a crew from the 
Appalachian Mountain Club, thanks to a grant from 
the City of South Portland.  Clark's Pond lies in the 
midst of one of the densest urban areas in Maine, 
with freeways, an airport, malls, and housing all 
around. The West End Trails Committee has a plan 
to create trails, sidewalks, bike lanes, and parks to 

increase the area's quality of life. The Clark's Pond Trail and a nearby new sidewalk kicks off this 
ambitious effort. National Park Service staff helped by organizing the master plan charrette, 
working on trail easements, signs and a kiosk, and helping to find funding and plan events.  For 
more information, please contact Julie Isbill at julie_isbill@nps.gov or 207-725-5028. 
 
 
Ice Age Trail Scuppernong Springs Construction Project 
Palmyra, WI (August 16-18, 2007)  
 
Ice Age Park and Trail had 170 volunteers on hand to 
construct 400 feet of boardwalk, a 25 foot bridge, and 
400 feet of new trail, completing 1.2 miles of the Ice 
Age National Scenic Trail through the Scuppernong 
Springs Prairie in the Southern Unit of the Kettle 
Moraine State Forest.   Scuppernong Prairie is a State 
Natural Area that supports a diversity of wet mesic 
prairie species including the rare purple milkweed, 
marsh blazing star, and prairie Indian plantain.  Hikers 
following the trail through this area may also catch 
sightings of the uncommon bobolink, western 
meadowlark, and upland sandpiper.  Key partners 
include the Ice Age Park and Trail Foundation and Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
 



This project was funded by the National Park Service’s Challenge Cost Share Program, WE 
Energies, and REI.  Donations to help feed volunteers were provided by East Shore Mustard, 
Delafield Brewhaus, Nikwax, Bruegger Brother’s Bagels, Fox Brother’s Piggly Wiggly, Pick-n-
Save, Walmart of Delafield, Jim Stephans, and Brownberry Outlet of Oconomowoc.  For more 
information, please contact Pamela J. Schuler, Manager, Ice Age NST, at pam_schuler@nps.gov or 
608-441-5610.  
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