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Take me to the River: Restoration creates thriving habitat & recreation opportunities 
Ridgway, CO (June, 2007) 
 
The Town of Ridgway, in cooperation with 
local landowners, community members and 
state and federal agencies, has restored 
more than half a mile of the Uncompahgre 
River. The degraded river channel was 
reconstructed using state-of-the-art natural 
channel design concepts. Five riparian 
wetlands were constructed, and over 2000 
native shrubs and trees were planted on the 
new floodplain. River restoration served as 
a catalyst for the concurrent creation of an 
11-acre riverside park with trails, a lighted pedestrian bridge, and park amenities including 
an amphitheatre/outdoor classroom, restroom, benches, picnic tables, and parking. The 
National Park Service Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance program provided 
expertise in project planning and restoration design, helping the city to raise a million 
dollars in grants and the equivalent of another half million dollars in donated land and 
easements. The project provides an exceptional example of multiple levels of government 
working cooperatively with landowners to jointly accomplish mutual goals. For more 
information, please contact Gary Weiner at gary_weiner@nps.gov or 406-587-1667. 
 
Community takes ownership of permanent access to Ohio River 
Patriot, IN (August 2007)  
 

The National Park Service Federal Lands to Parks 
program conveyed, at no cost, the Patriot Boat Ramp 
to Switzerland County for public park and recreation 
use. Previously owned by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, the property consists of 34.11-acres of 
land partially improved with parking and a boat 
ramp providing access to Wade and Goose Creeks 
and the Ohio River. The remaining land consists of 

grassy, wooded wetlands which are frequented by bald eagles in the winter months. The 
County will further improve the property as a boat launching facility, with future plans for 
a boat dock into the Ohio River, installation of ADA picnic pavillions, walking trails, and 
a river overlook. The transfer was negotiated by NPS Federal Lands to Parks staff. For 
more information, please contact Elyse LaForest, Federal Lands to Parks Program 
Manager, at Elyse_LaForest@nps.gov or 617-223-5190 
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Get Your Bikes on Route 66 
Across Illinois (June 2, 2007)  
 
On National Trails Day there were over 200 cyclists and other “trail-breakers” traversing 
the entire 369 miles of Illinois’ new Route 66 Trail.  This event publicized that the trail is 
open for use and it was the first public and group use of the trail.  Cyclists simultaneously 
covered 13 legs of the trail and converged at six different Route 66 towns for trail 
celebrations. The Route 66 Trail Executive Council event highlighted the newly printed 
trail guide, bike tourism, current road and trail conditions, and plans for future trail 
enhancements. The National Park Service Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance 
program assisted with event planning, gathering support for this National Trails Day 
event, and working with key partners, including Illinois Route 66 Executive Council, 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources, and League of Illinois Bicyclists. For more 
information, please contact Diane Banta, Outdoor Recreation Planner, at 
diane_banta@nps.gov or 312-863-6287. 
 
Once Neglected, Now Cherished: The new face of a community park  
Milwaukee, WI (June 2, 2007) 
 
To the beat of a local school’s drum line, a pocket park in the City of Milwaukee was re-
opened.  The Mayor, Alderman, a local congressional office representative, an American 
Society of Landscape Architects representative, local community dignitaries, and National 
Park Service Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance (RTCA) staff spoke and 
celebrated with the community.   
 
The 4-acre Lewis Play Field park had become a tired urban pocket park with rusting 
1960’s vintage play equipment, ignored by the neighborhood.  The park’s transformation 
into a graceful place for recreation and relaxation occurred under the guidance of RTCA 
staff who formed a collaborative working committee, coordinated the planning and public 
input process, formed a neighborhood friend’s group, recruited pro-bono design work 
from an American Society of Landscape Architects member, and identified funding 
sources.   
 
The enhancements have resonated with neighbors who now actively use the area.   Play 
equipment area was relocated away from the street, straight paths were replaced by 
meandering ones, colorful images were painted by students from a local Montessori 
school.  Not only is the area much more attractive, but the redesign also helps reduce heat 
and stormwater run-off.  A total of 65% of the impervious surfaces (asphalt) was removed 
and replaced with 19 trees, sod, berms, and a rain garden.  Neighbors now beam proudly 
as they make use of their welcoming little park. For more information, please contact 
Angie Tornes at angie_tornes@nps.gov or 414-297-3605. 
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3/4-Mile Trail Segment Re-Routed as Part of IMBA Trails Assessments  
Elverson, PA (June 20-24, 2007)  
 
With the help of the International Mountain 
Bicycling Association (IMBA) Trail Care 
Crew, some 50 hiker, biker, paddler, and 
equestrian volunteers worked alongside 
state and national park staff to re-route ¾ 
of a mile of formerly unsustainable hiking 
trail within French Creek State Park (SP). 
The trail re-route was part of a five-day 
series of events that included a trail ride; 
roundtables with recreational user groups 
and Valley Forge NHP, Pennsylvania 
Game Commission, Natural Lands Trust, 
French Creek  SP, and Hopewell Furnace NHS; IMBA’s Trail Building School; and the 
Trail Care Crew’s user survey and trails assessments. The Crew was sponsored by French 
Creek SP, Hopewell Furnace NHS, Natural Lands Trust, and Birdsboro Borough, who 
worked closely with local bicycle clubs such as Pennsylvania Trail Hands, Beans Racing, 
and the Southeastern PA representative for IMBA.  
 
Newly forged relationships will continue to help make specific recommendations for trail 
design, development, and management in the state and national parks, including the 
NHS’s General Management Plan. NPS RTCA specifically helped make contacts for 
partnerships and assisted with coordination of the week’s events. For more information, 
please contact Julie Bell, NPS RTCA at julie_bell@nps.gov or 215-597-6473.  
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