
Mr. and Mrs. Stenis, the former land owners, visit the trail opening day. 
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A Trail to Promote Water Quality  
Austin, TX (November 2007)  
 
The Bull Creek Foundation and the City of Austin opened the first trail on city lands for 
the purpose of water quality protection. The new 1½ mile trail, on the Bull Creek 
Watershed Unit of the Austin Water Quality Protection Lands, offers trail users a chance 
to visit a sparkling creek, several small waterfalls, and Hill Country woodlands, while 
learning the importance of caring for Austin’s drinking water and the lands that surround 
water courses. The trail was built by volunteers with financial help from the Texas 
Recreational Trail Fund. 
 
The NPS Rivers, Trails and Conservation 
Assistance (RTCA) Program assisted the City 
of Austin Water Utility with its stakeholder 
planning process to determine which lands 
could sustainably handle public access and 
still protect water quality. RTCA helped small 
task groups develop trail access plans for 
several of the watershed units and advised on 
funding. All the trail work on the Water Utility 
Lands is supported by the stakeholders 
through fundraising and volunteering. RTCA 
also assisted the Bull Creek Foundation with 
the development of interpretive kiosks and 
brochures, both of which were funded with 
NPS Challenge Cost Share Funds. For more 
information, please contact Kathryn Nichols, 
Community Planner, at 
kathryn_nichols@nps.gov or 512-245-7246. 
 
 
Grants Lead to a New Trail for Hikers, Skiers, Horseback Riders, and Bikers  
St. John, ND (September 2007) 
 
Construction of the first 4 miles of the Wakopa Trail began this fall. Due to winter 
weather and ground freezes, work will temporarily end. Once fully complete, the trail will 
be used for recreational hiking, biking, horseback riding, and cross-country skiing.  
Funds for this phase of the 10 foot wide trail were secured in March of 2006, when 
Governor John Hoeven approved a $134,000 Transportation Enhancements grant.  To 
reach the total $170,000 cost of the first phase, the city of St. John is providing $35,000 
worth of in-kind services. National Park Service Rivers, Trails, and Conservation 
Assistance program staff provided technical assistance to the project, working with the 
engineering firm on the design and providing advice on construction issues. For more 
information, please contact Karen Anderson, Omaha, NE at karen_anderson@nps.gov 
or 402-661-1542. 



 
Student Research to Inform Watershed Park’s Future Design and Management 
Pasadena, CA (December 13, 2007)  
 
Students in Pasadena City College’s 
interdisciplinary Environmental Studies program 
gathered with faculty, college officials, and city 
representatives to celebrate and share the 
results of their on-site research projects at the 
new 30-acre addition to Hahamongna 
Watershed Park. Through partnership with the 
City of Pasadena, over 200 community college 
students used the park as a living laboratory to 
address key issues affecting the park such as 
water quality and oak woodland management.  
Since the park is not yet fully planned and 
developed, the students are providing 
information for handling design and 
management issues, such as the effectiveness 
of using local native vegetation and bioswales 
for natural storm water treatment. The National 
Park Service Rivers, Trails, and Conservation 
Assistance Program has been providing 
planning and public outreach assistance to the 
City of Pasadena for the Hahamongna 
Watershed Park annex project. For more information, please contact Anne Dove, 
Outdoor Recreation Planner, at anne_dove@nps.gov or 323-441-9307.  
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