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Program Overview

Since 1916, the National Park Service (NPS) has served as the
ultimate caretaker of America’s most valuable natural and
cultural resources, while providing for public use and enjoy-
ment of those resources.

Today the National Park System totals more than 84 million
acres, yet more than 2.6 million acres of privately owned land
remain within NPS boundaries. Acquisition of all privately
owned land within a given park boundary is not always
necessary and, in some cases, not feasible. However, many
of these lands are important for visitor use and preservation
of resources and have therefore been identified to be protect-
ed in fee or by scenic/conservation easement interest.
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Each year, the Land Resources Program cooperates with fed-
eral agencies; tribal, state, and local governments; nonprofit
organizations; and private property owners to provide the
appropriate protection measures for conserving large land-
scapes, preserving cultural resources, protecting trails, and
restoring ecosystems.

Funding for land acquisition within the National Park System
is derived primarily from the Land and Water Conservation
Fund (LWCF). Established by Congress in 1965, the LW CF
comprises revenue generated from offshore oil and gas leas-
ing, not taxpayer dollars. The federal portion of the LWCF

is used to acquire lands, waters, and interests therein neces-
sary to achieve the natural, cultural, wildlife, and recreation
management objectives of the NPS and other federal land
management agencies.
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For more information:
www.nps.gov/lwcf/fed

Land Resources Program
1201 Eye Street NW

9th Floor (2540)
Washington, DC 20005
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