





TOPIC OR AREA

Water Quality

OPPORTUNITIES, PROBLEMS,
AND CONCERNS
(EXISTING CONDITIONS)

Avenue belvedere, a gateway
site, two sites along Consti-
tution Avenue, and two sites
along Rock Creek Parkway.
e

Water quality issues affect most
water features; changes in
water chemistry have resulted in
algae growth; some pools and
ornamental fountains lack prop-
er circulation systems; and the
Tidal Basin does not flush as
intended.

CONTINUE CURRENT
MANAGEMENT
(NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVE)

Continue to address algae
growth in designed water
features.

PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE —

ALTERNATIVE A — FOCUS
ON HISTORIC LANDSCAPE
AND EDUCATION

® Improve water resources by re-
habilitating some water
features, installing circulation
systems, and taking advantage
of current technology, main-
tenance techniques, and
upgraded equipment.

ALTERNATIVE B — FOCUS ON
A WELCOMING NATIONAL

CIVIC SPACE FOR PUBLIC

GATHERINGS, EVENTS, AND

HIGH-USE LEVELS

e Same as the no-action alterna-
tive.

( . ° Seek environmentally sound,

ALTERNATIVE C — FOCUS
ON URBAN OPEN SPACE,
URBAN ECOLOGY,
RECREATION AND HEALTHY
LIFESTYLES

o/Same as the no-action altel
tive, plus

natural ways to improve
water quality,

N

3.2 Flooding in the
Monumental
Core

Flooding in the Monumental Core
occurs from Potomac River over-
bank flooding, urban drainage
flooding (stormwater manage-
ment), and tidal surges.

A flood control levee system is
designed, operated, and in-
spected annually by the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, After
Hurricane Katrina, the Corps
changed requirements for the
levee. Funding for levee im-
provements has been sought
since 2000.

The Corps and the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency
(FEMA) have redefined the 100-
year floodplain.

Heavy rains can overwhelm the
urban q;ainage system, and the
city sewkr system needs capital
improvements,

The National Capital Planning
Commission has the lead in co-
ordinating a comprehensive ap-
proach to flood prevention and
control. Buildings in low-lying
areas near submerged streams
may require dewatering. De-
watering and its impact on
urban drainage flooding will be
examined by the commission

and the city.
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Help implement NCPC/DC plans
for comprehensive flood preven-
tion and control as appropriate.

o Same as the no-action alterna-
tive, plus
° Seek a long-term solution
based on results of
engineering studies.

* Same as the no-action alterna-

tive, plus:

= Develop sustainable ap-
proaches to address urban
drainage flooding In con-
junction with the Army Corps
of Engineers, the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency, the Environmental
Protection Agency, the
National Capital Planning
Commission, the Washingtan
Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority, DC agencies, and
others. :
Develop stormwater manage-
ment structure(s) to mitigate
urban drainage flooding.
Explore potential collection
and storage of water from .
subsurface drainage /
dewatering activities and re-
use for irrigation purposes.
Explore stormwater retention
for urban drainage flooding
(Constitution Gardens Lake)
as well as rain gardens.

°
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ALTERNATIVE B — FOCUS ON
A WELCOMING NATIONAL

ALTERNATIVE C — FOCUS
ON URBAN OPEN SPACE,
URBAN ECOLOGY,
RECREATION AND HEALTHY
LIFESTYLES

ALTERNATIVE A — FOCUS
ON HISTORIC LANDSCAPE
AND EDUCATION

CIVIC SPACE FOR PUBLIC
GATHERINGS, EVENTS, AND
HIGH-USE LEVELS

OPPORTUNITIES, PROBLEMS,
AND CONCERNS
(EXISTING CONDITIONS)

CONTINUE CURRENT
MANAGEMENT
(NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVE)

TOPIC OR AREA PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE —

3.3 Soils and About half of the nearly 600 acres | « Manage soils and vegetation e Same as the no-action alterna- | e Similar to alternative A plus e Same as alternative B, plus
Vegetation within the National Mall were health; maintain appearance at tive, plus: > Seek ways to reduce the phy- = Revise rehabilitation and
constructed on tidal flats. im- current levels. + Improve soil conditions and/or sical impact of events, such as recovery periods so that
ported soils have often been of | ¢ Undertake demonstration replace soils to reduce effects compaction and erosion smaller areas are set aside
poor quality. Additionally, soil projects to explore and docu-~ + a— from compaction. ] within the Mall elm tree more frequen
compaction from high leveis of ment various methods of « Protect trees and plants from panels and around the Tidal C access is main
use affects tree root systems improving turf conditions. social trails. Basin cherry trees, Develop means other than
and hardens turf areas. Social | o Continue consultation and » Implement the most success- . snow fencing to protect areas
trails adjacent to designated demonstration areas for best ful turf management prac~ during rest and rehabilitation
walkways or water edges de- turf mapagement practices. tice periods (such as the “red
stroy turf and further compact 08 Al - flag” system and related signs
soils. ' fence system (in lieu of snow sed in New York City's
Public comments indicate that the fencing) to protect areas W tral Park).
snow fencing used to protect
turf areas undergoing rest and
rehabilitation are out of char-
acter with the desired appear-
ance for the National Mall.
Turf recovery periods are sched-
uled during the winter every
two years.
3.4 Wildlife Urban wildlife is present, along . e Same as the no-action alterna- |  Same as the no-action alterna-
with less frequently seen fox tive. tive.
and deer. Visitors have com-
plained about Canada geese
droppings.
There are a few listed threatened
or endangered species.
3.5  Air Quality Urban air quality is impacted by « Take no additional management | ¢ o Same as the no-action alterna- | ¢ Same as the no-action alterna- | ¢ Same as the no-action alterna-
vehicular exhaust. actions. Better air quality will tive, tive, tive,
result from improved technology
(e.g., deaner cars).
3.6 Sound Urban sounds, such as trafficand | ¢ Take no additional management | e o Same as the no-action alterna- |  Same as the no-action alterna- | e Same as the no-action alterna-
airplane noise, are audible in all actions; existing conditions tive. tive. tive.
areas. Water features may mask would continue,
noise to some degree.
3.7 Effects of Climate | There is little that park managers | e Assess potentially affected areas | o o Same as the no-action alterna- |  Same as the no-action alterna- | e Same as alternative A, plus
Change can do to prevent global dimate and risks for sea level rise; tive. : tive, plus = Develop a natural shoreline.
change, which could affect consider strategies to mitigate < Consider raising the height of = Determine the park's carbon
temperature, rainfall, and sea impacts. the seawalls. footprint (estimated through
level; however, they can take the Climate Leadership in
some steps to mitigate its im- Parks program),
pact. A 3-meter rise in sea levels » Reduce greenhouse gases by
could affect many areas in the 18% by 2012.
park. Increased storm severity
could result in tidal surges that
inundate more park areas.
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ALTERNATIVE B — FOCUS ON| ALTERNATIVE C — FOCUS
A WELCOMING NATIONAL ON URBAN OPEN SPACE,
OPPORTUNITIES, PROBLEMS, CONTINUE CURRENT ALTERNATIVE A — FOCUS CIVIC SPACE FOR PUBLIC URBAN ECOLOGY,
AND CONCERNS MANAGEMENT ON HISTORIC LANDSCAPE GATHERINGS, EVENTS, AND | RECREATION AND HEALTHY
TOPIC OR AREA (EXISTING CONDITIONS) (NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVE) | PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE — AND EDUCATION HIGH-USE LEVELS LIFESTYLES
Ao # oy P ey % S

23
« Same as alternative B.

4.1 Demonstrations Demonstrations are accommo- Consistent with the First o Same as the no-action alterna- | » Same as the no-action alterna-
(First Amend- dated on a first-come, first- Amendment and federal regu- tive. tive, plus
ment) served basis and in accordance lations, continue to fully accom- = Provide highly visible venues
with federal regulations (36 CFR modate demonstrations. better designed for high
(NoTE: Language related 7.96). S levels of use, offering support
to demonstrations and | Demonstrations of 25 people or infrastructure (electrical
events has also been fewer do not require a permit. power, Internet and media
incdluded in the areas | Demonstration permits can be connections) and durable
most frequently used for extended beyond 21 days unless surfacing.
these purposes.) a site has already been reserved.
The Turf Management Program
record of decision continues to
apply to the Mall area (3rd
Street to 14th Street).

4.2 Regulations Regulations for demonstrations e Consistet : o Similar to alternative A plus
and special events on the Amendment and federal requla- = Revise turf management
National Mall are codified at 36 tions, continue to improve NCR program rehabilitation and
CFR 7.96. Federal courts have events permitting procedures to event organizers consider recovery periods so that
ruled that reasonable regula- better protect resources and to ) - placement of all structures s smaller areas are set aside
tions relating to time, place, and reduce soil, turf, and vegetation S that they do not block eye- more frequently and broader
manner for events are appro- impacts. B level views between nationalf ! Py . iatal

priate. Demonstrations of 25 Consistent with the First
people or fewer do not require a Amendment and federal regula- tine aeration, overseeding,
permit; all special events require tions, better enforce and moni- with recovery time periods
a permit. tor events and demonstrations. ) depending on event duratio
Special events are to be for no and attendance) to improve,
more than 21 days, induding resource conditions but mjg =
setup and takedown time. This mize rest periods betwg vise 36 CFR 7.96 to extend

symbols (such as the U.S.
Capitol, the Washington,

ves at least one third of the
ali's grass panels open for

provision has not been en- “evens: ‘the event time period for the blic recreation at all times
forced. Best management é » Revise permit limitations. American Folklife Festival (except during First Amend-
practices indicate that time and ﬁFmWWﬁVtﬁ:ie/ beyond 21 days. ment demonstrations), one
other limits on events are national special events that = Require the use of s third available for events, and
common, and 21 days is the _/’L JMMMW one third available for land-
most common, reasonable limit. fencing/screening, such as vices to facilitate large-scale scape recovery/ restoration.
The Turf Management Program Inaugural activities and Fourth events based on estimated * Require that bicycle valet
record of decision continues to of July, to extend beyond 21 size and focation of events. parking be provided at events
apply to the Mall area (3rd days. s~ . estimated to be attended by
Street to 14th Street). = Define acceptable products more than 2,000 people, with
April 7, 2008 Not for Public Release : 5
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TOPIC OR AREA

OPPORTUNITIES, PROBLEMS,
AND CONCERNS
(EXISTING CONDITIONS)
Taxi stands are dispersed through-
out the National Mall, at the
Washington Monument, major
memorials, and near museums.

CONTINUE CURRENT
MANAGEMENT
(NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVE)

« Make no change to taxi stands.

ALTERNATIVE B — FOCUS ON
A WELCOMING NATIONAL

ALTERNATIVE A — FOCUS
ON HISTORIC LANDSCAPE
AND EDUCATION

» Same as the no-action alterna-
tive.

PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE —

CIVIC SPACE FOR PUBLIC
GATHERINGS, EVENTS, AND
HIGH-USE LEVELS

o Same as the no-action alterna-
tive.

ALTERNATIVE C — FOCUS
ON URBAN OPEN SPACE,
URBAN ECOLOGY,
RECREATION AND HEALTHY

LIFESTYLES
o Same as the no-action aiterna-
tive.

6.10 Tour Bus Man-
agement

Up to a third of visitors to the
National Mall arrive by tour bus.

Tour bus drop-offs and pick-ups
are accommodated in the
following areas:
= the Mall (four locations)

Washington Monument

Thomas Jefferson Memorial

Franklin Delano Roosevelt

Memorial / future Martin

Luther King Jr. Memorial

Lincoln Memorial (Daniel

French and Henry Bacon

drives)

» Raoul Wallenberg Place

Tour bus regulations limit time for
engine idling.

Tour buses frequently deposit large
amounts of waste from box
lunches.

Turf areas may be destroyed or
compacted by large numbers of

people getting or / off buses.

e o o

°

i

« Continue to work with the D.C.
Department of Transportation
and other city agencies to
address tour bus parking.

» Continue to improve tour bus
drop-off locations and waste
management.

e Same as the no-action alterna-
tive.

e Same as the no-action alterna-
tive.

| | o
7.1 Architectural Historic structures and memorials | ¢ Make no change to the mixture | e - o Design all new visitor service » Similar to alternative A, except
Character are unique and contribute to the of architectural styles on the % facilities to be compatible with ° Potentially develop a limited
National Mall character. Visitor National Mall. = timeless visitor facilities (e.qg., the number of architecturally
facilities developed for memo- . < W S 2 Mall and Lincoln refreshment significant destination visitor
rials are generally compatible M)(, . N 1e d_ sfands), making them more facilities in certain locations
with the specific memorial's d Udentifiable for visitors, strength- (e.g., Washington Monumed
character. Historic buildings k ’-‘ g the NPS identity, and multi-purpose visitor service
such as Survey Lodge and ? GA{ghoting that they are secon- event venues, Constitution
Monument Lodge on the Wash- 7, dary to memorials. Gardens restaurant and rest-
ington Monument grounds, or 4 rooms, Union Square visitor
the lockkeeper’s house near 9‘%"”‘ Y. ,/ g . facilities, Tidal Basin area).
17th Street and Constitution
Avenue, have been or are being A[,d' u"e
adaptively reused to provide
visitor facilities. Their character A a 7 é +°
contributes to telling stories W .
about the National Mal, , M L k
The variety of architectural styles in h v ! - 4'_“""
visitor facilities does not con- o A2 b1 4 wdids ) v . . "44", '
/ ( i ¢ ; 2 g
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e Same as the no-action alterna-
tive.

LA fimilar to alternative B, except
= Focus on cutting-edge, sus-
tainable design solutions,
with a minimum requiremel
of asilver rating under the
Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED)
program.
= |ncorporate visible but subde
[\ renewable energy compd
nents, such as photpvoitai
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ALTERNATIVE B — FOCUS ON
A WELCOMING NATIONAL
CIVIC SPACE FOR PUBLIC
GATHERINGS, EVENTS, AND
HIGH-USE LEVELS

ALTERNATIVE C — FOCUS
ON URBAN OPEN SPACE,
URBAN ECOLOGY,
RECREATION AND HEALTHY
LIFESTYLES

OPPORTUNITIES, PROBLEMS,

CONTINUE CURRENT
MANAGEMENT
(NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVE)

ALTERNATIVE A — FOCUS
ON HISTORIC LANDSCAPE
PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE — AND EDUCATION

ACTIONS COMMON TO ALL ALTERNATIVES

AND CONCERNS

TOPIC OR AREA (EXISTING CONDITIONS)

implemented under all alterna-

tives, Planning, compliance, and

construction would be com-

pleted by others for the

following:

« Vietnam Veterans Memorial
Center (underground facility

\/ with restrooms, information,

exhibits, and bookstore)
National Museum of African
American History and Culture
(land transferred to the
Smithsonian Institution; >
Washington Monument food
service / gifts to be relocated)
Martin Luther King Jr. Memo-
rial (with restrooms, infor-
mation, and bookstore)

.

°

11. COORDINATION

NCPC’s Framework Plan calls for:

o Continue to

10. PROJECTS Several projects have been ap~ o Incorporate approved projects o Same as the no-action alterna~ | « Same as the no-action alterna- | ¢ Same as the no-action alterna-
APPROVED BY proyed by Congress for the into the overall management tive. tive. tive.
CONGRESS National Mali and would be program for the National Mall.

o Same as alternative A,

e Same as alternative A.

WITH THE NCPC - replacing, consolidating, and National C

FRAMEWORK relocating F395 bridges to mission off" )

PLAN the south to create additional chambeau and Arland D"
gathering space southeast of Williams Jr., Metro and railroad
the Thomas Jefferson bridges) in accordance with the
Memorial Framework Plan vision.

« providing a new Metro sta- « Support the long-term vision to
tion in East Potomac Park develop a new Metro station
convenient to the Thomas near the Thomas Jefferson
Jefferson Memorial ] 2| Memorial.

° providing new Metro entries g m f Support the goal of new Metro
at Navy / Archives / Penn iy station entries.

Quarter M A o Support establishing new mid-

° adding midblock crosswalks bloip Qs On gonstitution
on Constitution Avenue l .

. ::Edesstlgﬂiﬂg rzads "°“:d°f h - X yz j- upport redesigning roads to

onstitution Avenue ai iy
. n /] prove pedestrian access and
west of 23rd Street NW with 4 } reViey Tonnections to neighborhoods
improved pedestrian con- -- and the Kennedy Center.
nections from neighborhoods 3 2 B
and the Kennedy Center 4 - ..y, N
April 7,2008 Not for Public Release 2
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